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MWHI 8 th Annual Golf Tournament 
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Start: 9:00 a.m.   Sign Up: 8:00 am to 8:45 a.m. 

 

Wolves Crossing, Jerseyville, Illinois 

                                       
 

               Free 
Hamburgers, Brats, Hot Dogs, Soda & Beer 

 
                         Door Prizes 

 
                $70 per Person 
    Limit 20 Teams – 1st Come Basis 

 
     
 
   For Reservations Contact: 
             Eric Rhuede 
MWHI Golf Tournament Chairman 
             618-410-9853 
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MWHI OFFICERS 

President 

Scott Bryant 
618-466-1836 (home) 
618-535-0151 (cell) 

Vice-President 

Bob Jones 
Area Projects Chairman 
618-498-4724 
 

Treasurer 

Larry Franklin 
618-466-2173 
 

Membership Secretary 

Mike Devening 
618-259-6181 

Correspondence Secretary 

Position Open 

Recording Secretary 

Jeremy Maggart 
618-376-9958 
 
 

MWHI DIRECTORS 
 

 

John Gineris 
Banquet Chairman 
618-786-2596 
 

Eric Rhuede 
Golf Tournament Chairman 
618-410-9853 
 

John Popov 
Legislation Chairman 
618-344-8636 
 

Duane Hahnenkamp 
Wood Duck Nest Box Chairman 
Refuge Chairman 
618-786-2053 
 

Greg Franke 
COE Chairman 
618-396-2509 
 

Eric Williams 
618-377-6749 
 

Dave Geisler 
618-466-4979 
 

Justin Wolfe 
Carlyle Lake Area Projects Chairman 
Catfish Tournament Chairman 
618-377-0397 
 
Jeremy Arnold 
618-779-8313 
 
Adam Smith 
671-498-7010 
 
 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Monday, June 5, 2006 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

Monday, July 10, 2006 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

 
Saturday, August 5, 2006 

MWHI 8 th Annual Golf Tournament 
at Wolves Crossing, Jerseyville, IL 

For more information, call Eric Rhuede  at 618-410-9853 
 

Wednesday, August 16, 2006 
 MWHI GENERAL MEETING  
at the Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 

in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 p.m 
 

 
 
 
The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., P.O. Box 8009, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services.

 

MWHI needs a special Volunteer! 
 

We are looking for someone who has a carpentry 
background to be the lead carpenter for a workday project on 
the Two Rivers Refuge at Brussels, IL.  

 
Your volunteer service would be of great help to the 

refuge and this organization. 
 
Please contact Duane Hahnenkamp – 618-535-7053. 
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Mississippi River Fish & Wildlife Area  

Post Registration Drawing 
 

 Public drawing for waterfowl Blinds at the Mississippi River Area H.Q. will be held on Sunday, 
June 4, 2006. 
 This drawing is for blinds that were not taken or were not registered during the re-registration 
period. 
 Registration for the drawing will be from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. with the drawings to be held 
immediately after. To be eligible to draw, participants must be 16 years old on the day of the drawing 
and present a 2005 or 2006 Illinois hunting license and State Waterfowl Stamp (unless exempt by law). 
Illinois residents must have a valid Firearm Owner Identification (FOID) card, or one that has expired 
within the past 12 months, no validity checks will be made. Registrants will have to have cards in their 
possession to register. Those who are between the ages of 16 and 21 who do not have an FOID card must 
be accompanied by an adult who meets the FOID requirements. 
 Persons who draw blinds must register blind builders by 4:00 p.m. , Sunday, June 4, 2006 at the 
Mississippi River Area H.Q. located on Rt. 100 at Rosedale.  
 A 2006 hunting license and State Waterfowl stamp must be presented for each person to be listed 
as a blind builder. Please refer to forms which will be distributed to successful participants on the day of 
the drawing.  

 

For most duck hunters, the months of Spring mean the north migration of ducks and geese, and then comes 
mushroom hunting, turkey hunting, crappie fishing and the thoughts of the upcoming summer duck hatch. I 
can guarantee you that the board members if MWHI fall right into this category. 
 But this year other things have been the number one priority for several of MAHI board members and 
our president. Last year’s loss of our January goose season, zone line changes and opening dates have been 
the hot topics that have kept our president and board busy the last three months. The changes that happen this 
season will be for the next five years and that is why they are so important. When you take a close look and 
understand what has been happening and what could happen in the future, then you will understand that 
these are the most important issues for our club in the last 10 years. 
  You have probably heard by now the news on a possible goose season change that sounds too good 
to be true. A no goose quota would be a God sent for everyone in the state and about as fair as you can get. 
The new zone line changes that the state is talking about seem to be giving everyone what they want, and  

 
the opening dates for duck season seem to be fair for almost all areas. If these issues work out as planned, 
and I hope they do, then our waterfowl seasons should be in god shape for the next five years. Our only 
worry will be what Mother Nature does before and during our season. 
 MWHI and especially President Scott Bryant have worked very hard to right what was wrong with 
the last couple of hunting seasons. When all the information and changes finally come to light, take a close 
look and understand how big these changes really are and who helped to make them happen. MWHI has 
been around for over 35 years and has been involved in many big issues over those years. I just want you to 
know that your $20.00 membership fee was very well spent this year.                  ### 
 

 
A Different Spring 

Duane Hahnenkamp 
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MWHI will attend IDNR Public  Meeting on Waterfowl Hunting 
Seasons, Limits, and Hunting Zones  

IDNR will host three regional public open 
house meetings for those interested in Illinois 
waterfowl hunting seasons, limits and hunting zones. 
MWHI plans to attend one or more of these meetings.  

At each of the meetings, IDNR staff will 
provide information on aerial waterfowl surveys, 
weather data, meetings with waterfowl hunting groups, 
and the results of the 2005 Illinois Waterfowl Hunter 
Survey sent to a random sample of 5,000 hunters. 
Those attending will have an opportunity to provide 
comments on their preferences for upcoming 
waterfowl seasons. 

Public input will help guide IDNR in 
formulating recommendations to the Natural Resources 
Advisory Board.  

The NRAB will meet June 29 to consider 
recommendations for waterfowl zone boundary 
changes, duck season dates, and season dates and bag 
limits for Canada goose hunting. IDNR hopes to set 
zone boundaries and duck and goose season dates for 
the next five years. For more information, call 
217/782-6384. The waterfowl public open house 
meetings will each be conducted from 3:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 
at the following locations -  

Mon., May 22 - Northfield Inn and Conference 
Center, 3280 Northfield Dr., Springfield (near I-55 and 
Sangamon Ave.) 

Tues., May 23 - Rend Lake Resort and 
Conference Center, 11712 E. Windy Lane, Whittington 
(near I-57 and Ill. Rt. 154 at Wayne Fitzgerrell State 
Park) 

Wed., May 24 - Illinois Valley Community 
College, 815 N. Orlando Smith Ave., Main Building 
Room C316, Oglesby (off Exit 54 on I-39).  
Five alternatives will be discussed at these meetings. 
 
Zone Line Description 
Proposals A can be used in any combination. Proposals 
B must be used in both the North-Central and Central-
South lines together.  
 
NORTH-CENTRAL ZONE LINE PROPOSAL A  
North Zone - That portion of the state north of a line 
running east from the Iowa border along the 
Henderson-Hancock county line, north along the 
Henderson-Warren county line, east along the Warren-
Mercer county line, north along the Mercer-Knox 
county line, east along the Henry-Knox county line, 
south and east along Illinois Route 17, north along 

Illinois Route 26, east along Illinois Route 18, then 
north along U.S. Interstate 39, east along U.S. 
Interstate 80, south along Illinois Route 53, southwest 
along the C.M. & W. R.R., and Amtrak R.R., south 
along U.S. Interstate 55, southeast along New River 
Road (County Route 44), south along Illinois Route 53, 
east along Wilmington-Peotone Road (County Route 
25), north along Illinois Route 50, east along Peotone-
Beecher Road (County Route 24) to the Indiana border.  
CENTRAL-SOUTH ZONE LINE PROPOSAL A  
South Zone - That portion of the state south of a line 
running east from the Missouri border along the 
Modoc Ferry Route on the Mississippi River and east 
along the Modoc Ferry Road to Modoc Road to St. 
Leo’s Road to Illinois Route 3, then north to Illinois 
Route 159, then north to Illinois Route 161, then east 
to Illinois Route 4, then north to U.S. Interstate 70, 
then east along U.S. Interstate 70 to the Indiana border.  
NORTH-CENTRAL ZONE LINE PROPOSAL B  
North Zone - That portion of the state north of a line 
running northeast from the Missouri border along U.S. 
Highway 67, north along U.S. 67, north and west along 
Illinois Route 106, northeast along U.S. Highway 54, 
north along Illinois Route 107, east along U.S. 
Highway 24, north along U.S. Highway 67, east along 
the Warren-Mercer county line, north along the 
Mercer-Knox county line, east along the Henry-Knox 
county line, south and east along Illinois Route 17, 
north along Illinois Route 26, east along Illinois Route 
18, north along U.S. Interstate 39, east along U.S. 
Interstate 80, south along Illinois Route 53, southwest 
along the C.M. & W. R.R., and Amtrak R.R., south 
along U.S. Interstate 55, southeast along New River 
Road (County Route 44), south along Illinois Route 53, 
east along Wilmington-Peotone Road (County Route 
25), north along Illinois Route 50, east along Peotone-
Beecher Road (County Route 24) to the Indiana border.  
CENTRAL-SOUTH ZONE LINE PROPOSAL B  
South Zone - That portion of the state south of a line 
running northeast from the Missouri border along the 
Randolph-Jackson county line, east along the Perry-
Jackson county line, south along the Jackson-Franklin 
county line, east along the Franklin-Williamson county 
line, north along the east border of Franklin, Jefferson, 
Marion and Fayette counties, north on U.S. Interstate 
57, east on U.S. Interstate 70 to the Indiana border.  
 
MWHI is in support of Alternative 5 – please see 
copy on page 5. 
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IDNR admits it: Problems galore 
Budget constraints, personnel cuts blamed for department's most recent difficulties  

Chicago Tribune Article, Published May 14, 2006 
 

 
UTICA, Ill. -- For three-plus years, as the Illinois 

Department of Natural Resources trimmed employees and 
suffered millions of dollars in budget cuts, first director 
Joel Brunsvold and then acting director Sam Flood 
insisted to a skeptical audience that everything was A-
OK. 

They said the department was more efficient, and 
officials could do more with less. 

But Monday, at a forum at Starved Rock State 
Park remarkable for its apparent candor and revisionist 
viewpoint, Flood and several division heads confessed 
that things have not been so great after all. They 
acknowledged that: 

- Elimination of nearly 500 employees had 
affected the IDNR's reputation. 

- Department morale was low. 
- Staffing of conservation police officers was at a 

30-year low. 
- Insufficient money for dredging had resulted in the 
harmful buildup of silt in many state park lakes. 
     The session took place at the annual gathering of 
Illinois outdoor reporters and was couched in upbeat 
fashion as the same officials celebrated a 14.3 percent 
increase of $31 million in the IDNR's budget for fiscal 
2006-07. Flood, who has been acting director since Jan. 1, 
also said he did not want the top job permanently and that 
he expected Gov. Rod Blagojevich to hire a replacement 
after the November election. And he explained the recent 
dismissal of Jess Hansen, director of the Illinois 
Conservation Foundation. 
     "Over the last three years, the department has worked 
with a tight budget," Flood said. "It has been difficult. It 
has been difficult for the employees. A lot of those people 
were working their fingers to the bone. The agency will 
come back in prominence." 

The IDNR was a nationally recognized agency, 
and the current administration has been criticized severely 
and repeatedly for cuts that hunting, fishing and 
conservation groups say endangered the department's 
mission to protect Illinois' natural resources. Yet Flood's 
utterance was the first departmental admission of any 
need to return to prominence. 

Even now, Flood said, new employees are being 
hired--41 between February and May, with another 35 
scheduled to be hired by June 30. Under the new budget, 
which will jump the department's  
expenditures to $675.7 million, another 68 are scheduled 
to be added, Flood said. About $15 million of the increase 
will be spent to acquire recreational hunting and fishing 
lands, he said. 

The budget also includes $975,000 for four 
employees and new dredging equipment to begin 
removing silt from water on state lands. 

"We've done a poor job of managing our water at 
our parks," said Tony Mayville, director of land 
management. 

He said he hoped the funding was just the 
beginning of increases to cope with a widespread 
problem. 

"I look at this as a long-term taking care of our 
land, our water," Mayville said. "A lot of people look at 
DNR [as] we are the parks. It's a good system. Does it 
need help right now? You bet. I spend most of my time 
pumping up the morale of the troops. As an agency, we're 
on the mend." 

IDNR critics have been dismayed as programs 
with money ostensibly earmarked for open lands, habitat, 
forestry, state parks and others were shifted to other areas 
of state government to cope with financial shortfalls. 
Flood said such IDNR raids should not take place again. 

"It's not in the budget," he said. "It's not going to 
happen." 

Galen Westerfield, chief of the conservation 
police, said the state's staffing level is at 153, but he is 
pleased that a class of 15 recruits will begin training in 
January. However, Westerfield foresees about 15 veteran 
retirements by 2008, making the hires a wash. 
     "We're going to be hurting in two years," he said. 
The higher price of gasoline has affected patrols, 
Westerfield said. Instead of driving around as much, 
officers have "parked a lot of times and observed in our 
state parks. I just think we had to work smarter." 

About a week before the event, Flood asked for 
Hansen's resignation from the Conservation Foundation. 
Hansen, who came from private industry, is a close friend 
of Brunsvold's. 

"We didn't feel the fundraising was where it 
should be," Flood said. "It was a decision made by me 
and me only. . . . We're going to seek a top-notch 
executive director, one who has fundraising experience." 

One complaint aired at a recent forum in 
Springfield was aimed at Brunsvold and Flood, though 
not by name. Blagojevich was criticized for appointing 
men with political backgrounds rather than directors with 
natural-resources or wildlife-biology training. Flood 
called himself an administrator, not a scientist, and said 
he would rather not be the boss. 

"I don't anticipate seeking the office 
permanently," he said. "I would like to go back to being 
assistant director."                          ### 
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LEGISLATION UPDATE  
John Popov 

 
    The top issue right now in Illinois is 

HA-2414 – the so-called Assault Weapon 
Ban. This bill would eliminate any gun that 
resembles an assault type weapon, which is 
a step away from banning all semi-
automatic guns. This includes 50 cal. – your 
shotgun is a 50 cal. Our Governor has TV 
ads supporting this legislation. Call your 
state legislator and the Governor’s office 
today and say no to that type of legislation –    

217-782-6830 or www.illinois.gov. 
 
 Have you heard of the Castle Doctrine? If you 
belong to the NRA, you should have received a 
survey on it. This survey is to help promote 
legislation that would close loopholes in laws that 
give you the right to self defense in Illinois. If you 
are the victim of a home invasion or a car jacking 
and you defend yourself and your attacker is 
injured (even in a life or death confrontation), you 
can have the attacker bringing suit against you and 
putting you under a mountain of legal bills. You 
are the one who will be persecuted and prosecutes. 
This is why we need legislation that says if you 
defend yourself against an assailant, you will not 
be prosecuted or sued. Contact your state 
legislator today. This will be a Illinois issue. 
 
   The top NRA priorities are: Reform BTAF 
Punishment and investigation procedures and 
stopping illegal gun confiscation during a state of 
emergency; enhance the ability of inter-state sale 
of handguns to law abiding citizens and, of course, 
the DC Personal Protection Act. 
 

If it is to be, it is up to you and me! 
 
 
 

           

IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441  Fax: 217-854-5311 
 

Sen. Frank Watson – 51st District 
Tel: 618-664-9108 E-mail: watson@gvc.net 
 

Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 

Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 

Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 

Sen. David Luechtfeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 

Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 

Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 

Rep. Kurt Granberg – 107th District 
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
 

Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 

Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Wyvetter Younge – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-1691  
 

Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Costello  -  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 
Durbin  -  dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 
Barack Obama – http://obama.senate.gov 
 
Shimkus  -  http://www.house.gov/shimkus 



 8 

Bill Safeguards Hunting 
Opportunities on Federal Lands 

U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, 5/18/2006 

Legislation to ensure the protection of quality, 
federal hunting land has been introduced in 
Congress. 
  
On May 3, U.S. Rep. John Sweeney, R-NY, 
introduced HR 5287, the Hunting Heritage 
Protection Act. A key element of the bill is a 
stipulation for “no net loss” of hunting 
opportunities on federal land. Under the provision, 
the government is directed to maintain, within the 
confines of state and federal law, current levels of 
federal hunting lands.  It requires the opening of 
compensatory huntable land if an area is closed to 
the sport. 
  
House Resolution 5287 awaits debate in the House 
Resources Committee. 
  
A similar bill, SB 1522, was introduced in July 
2005 by Sen. Saxby Chambliss, R-GA.  It awaits 
debate in the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee. 
  
These bills are similar to one developed and 
promoted by the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance in 
2000.  That legislation was supported by a 
coalition of nearly 70 state and national 
conservation organizations. 
  
Several states, including Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Illinois, Maryland and Mississippi, have 
recently passed “no net loss” bills that protect state 
hunting land for future generations. Sportsmen’s 
grassroots support paid off in each of these states, 
and is needed to ensure the passage of HR 5287. 
  
Take Action!  Sportsmen nationwide are urged to 
contact their U.S. representatives. Let them know 
HR 5287 is important for the future of hunting and 
will help ensure America’s outdoor heritage for 
years to come.  To find your congressman and for 
contact information, call (202) 224-3121 or use 
the Legislative Action Center at 
www.ussportsmen.org. 

### 

‘I’d Hunt with Dick Cheney Before 
Riding in a Car with a Kennedy,’ says 

SAF Founder 
SAF News Release, 5/9/2006 

 
BELLEVUE, WA – After admitting that he was under 
the influence of multiple drugs, Rep. Patrick Kennedy 
(D-RI) once again has demonstrated that being in the 
same car with a politician named Kennedy is more 
risky than hunting with Vice President Dick Cheney, 
the Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) said today.  
 
“I’d rather go quail hunting with Dick Cheney than get 
in a car being driven by a Kennedy,” said SAF founder 
Alan M. Gottlieb. “As it stands right now, I think 
Congress should consider mandating drug testing of its 
members before they vote on legislation that would 
take away any of our civil rights.  
 
“Driving under the influence of something seems to 
run in the family,” Gottlieb observed. “From 
Chappaquiddick to the Capitol, nobody is safe with a 
Kennedy behind the wheel.”  
 
Gottlieb noted that, under federal law, 18 USC 
922(G)(3), now that Kennedy has acknowledged his 
drug addiction, it is probably illegal for him to own a 
firearm.  
 
“Why should he, or his father, have the gall to sponsor, 
lobby for and especially vote on any kind of legislation 
that would restrict the rights of law-abiding gun 
owners,” Gottlieb wondered. “Both of these guys must 
think that average American gun owners are as 
irresponsible with their firearms as they have been with 
their automobiles.  
 
“It’s no wonder, when you think about it, how some 
legislation gets passed on Capitol Hill,” Gottlieb said, 
“when the people voting on it may not be sober or are 
under the influence of drugs.”  
 
A waitress at a Washington, D.C. night spot told 
reporters that Kennedy had apparently been drinking in 
the hours before the crash. That has not been 
confirmed, but even if no alcohol was involved, 
Gottlieb said mixing two sleep-inducing drugs before 
getting behind the wheel of a car is grossly 
irresponsible.  
 
“But, then again, with both Kennedy senior and 
junior,” Gottlieb said, “irresponsible behavior appears 
to be something at which they excel.”    ### 
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Sportsmen Move to End Lawsuit to Ban Hunting on Ref uges  
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(Columbus) - The U.S. Sportsmen’s Legal 
Defense Fund today asked a federal judge to 
dismiss anti-hunters’ case seeking to outlaw 
hunting on 37 units of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System. 

  
“The case is totally without merit,” said Rick 
Story, senior vice president for the U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation, which manages 
the Sportsmen’s Legal Defense Fund.  “We would 
have filed our motion to dismiss the suit sooner, 
but the anti-hunting plaintiffs kept amending it to 
seek hunting bans on more refuges.  It seems 
they’ve run out of ideas, so it’s time to end this 
debacle.” 

  
The Sportsmen’s Legal Defense Fund collaborated 
with Safari Club International on the motion. In 
addition, Ducks Unlimited, Delta Waterfowl, 
Izaak Walton League and the California 
Waterfowl Association are also defendant 
interveners.  
  
The case was filed in 2003 in the Washington, 
D.C. Federal District Court by the Fund for 
Animals, which has since merged with the 
Humane Society of the United States. It originally 
sought to ban hunting on 39 units of the 100 
million-acre National Wildlife Refuge System.  
The case claimed that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, which manages the refuges, failed to 
comply with the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA), which requires extensive 
Environmental Impact Statements (EIS), prior to 
establishing hunting programs. 
  
“In simplest terms, Congress in 1966 and again in 
1997, expressly recognized the legitimacy of 
hunting on units of the (refuge system) and 
directed the (Fish and Wildlife Service) to 
facilitate and increase these opportunities 
whenever they are determined to be compatible,”   
 

 
 
the Sportsmen’s Legal Defense Fund stated in it’s 
motion to dismiss the case.  
  
The 1997 law mentioned in the motion refers to 
the Refuge Improvement Act, introduced by Rep. 
Don Young and lobbied into law by the U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Alliance.  
  
Federal courts in Vermont and New Jersey have 
ruled that hunting regulations of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service are not governed by NEPA.   
  
“Even if NEPA could be held to apply to 
recreational hunting on refuge lands, the (service) 
… continues to carry out more than the functional 
equivalent of a comprehensive EIS and should not 
be forced to conduct burdensome, costly and 
unnecessary procedures simply to demonstrate 
perfunctory compliance with NEPA,” the motion 
stated. 
  
“The suit demonstrates the lengths to which the 
anti-hunting movement will go to end hunting in 
America,” said Story.  “They are nothing if not 
insidiously creative and sportsmen must be 
vigilant to head off such threats.” 
  
The U.S. Sportsmen’s Legal Defense Fund is a 
program of the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
Foundation.  It is the only full-time fund of its 
kind devoted exclusively to defending and 
advancing sportsmen’s rights in local, state and 
federal courts.  For more information, contact the 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation, 801 
Kingsmill Parkway, Columbus, OH, 43229.  
Phone (614) 888-4868.  Visit the Foundation at 
www.ussportsmen.org. 
 
 
 

### 
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Missouri Bill to Help Stop "Ballot 
Box Biology" Advances in Senate 

 U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 05/02/2006 

Sportsmen’s grassroots action has led Missouri 
lawmakers to favor legislation that will deter 
efforts to ban hunting via the ballot box.  
Continued support is needed to protect outdoor 
sports and scientific wildlife management. 
  
House Joint Resolution 43 was reported favorably 
by the Senate Agriculture, Conservation, Parks 
and Natural Resources Committee by a vote of 6 
to 2 and now awaits action on the Senate floor.  
When passed, the bill will place a question before 
Missouri voters in November asking them to 
require all initiatives concerning the harvesting of 
birds, fish, game, wildlife or forestry resources 
that appear on future ballots to be passed by a two-
thirds majority. 
  
Sponsored by Rep. Mike Dethrow, R-Alton, HJR 
43 passed the House on April 13 by a vote of 94 to 
61.  
  
For nearly 30 years, the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
has battled anti-hunters at the ballot box.  In this 
case, placing wildlife issues on the ballot would 
ignore the Missouri Department of Conservation’s 
authority to scientifically manage wildlife.  
Increasing the necessary vote to two-thirds 
majority on wildlife-related issues will help 
protect the state’s resources. 
  
Take Action! Missouri sportsmen should contact 
their state senators and ask them to support HJR 
43.   To contact your senator, call (573) 751-3659 
or use the Legislative Action Center at 
www.ussportsmen.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources May Newsbits 5/9/2006 

 

Fishing and Hunting Licenses Online: 

 Buy your 2006 licenses the quick and convenient 
way by clicking on the IDNR web site. Purchase 
and print out 2006 Illinois fishing, hunting and 
sportsman’s licenses online at http://dnr.state.il.us. 
Click on the homepage link to DNR Direct Online 
License Sales. Buy fishing, hunting, and 
sportsman’s combination licenses, habitat stamps, 
inland trout stamps and waterfowl stamps using a 
credit card (American Express, Discover, 
MasterCard or Visa) and printing the license or 
receipt. The online system is available 24 hours a 
day. Licenses are also available at hundreds of 
IDNR license vendors through the new DNR 
Direct point of sale system. 

Free Fishing Days: 

Mark your calendars for the 2006 Illinois Free 
Fishing Days, June 9-12. During Illinois Free 
Fishing Days, anyone may fish without the need to 
have a sport fishing license, inland trout stamp or 
salmon stamp. For information on fishing in 
Illinois, check the web site at 
www.ifishillinois.org. Dozens of organizations 
conduct fishing derbies and other special events as 
part of Illinois Free Fishing Days. Organizations 
interested in receiving educational and 
promotional materials to be used as part of a Free 
Fishing Days event, or for more information, 
should contact Gary Watson, IDNR Free Fishing 
Days events coordinator, at 217/782-9990. 

### 
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Bird Flu Briefing @ White House Mentions Possible Duck Hunting Restrictions 

A press briefing was held at the White House yesterday to discuss the federal government's Avian (bird flu) and 
Pandemic Influenza threat implementation plan, which was released yesterday. During the nearly one-hour 
briefing, Press Secretary Scott McClellan and Homeland Security Advisor Fran Townsend briefed reporters on the 
government's strategy for dealing with a potential bird flu pandemic and answered questions.   

Apparently, two reporters specifically asked if the federal government plans to ask the states to restrict or ban 
duck hunting, when the virus arrives on the continent.  The Homeland Security Advisor was non-committal, 
saying she was reluctant to "engage in hypotheticals" -- since it depends upon the specific qualities of the virus if it 
does involve ducks, such as how contagious it is -- but she did state that it is possible that the federal 
government could advise states to ban or restrict duck hunting. 

As reported in previous e-mails, scientists are expecting to find the first U.S. case of bird flu in Alaska when 
waterfowl and other migratory birds start arriving this month.  If bird flu does reach the United States this year, 
hunters' fears of infection -- whether real or perceived -- could deter waterfowl and dove hunting -- and 
could also possibly reduce the hunting of turkey and other game bird species -- which would, obviously, have a 
negative impact on shotshell sales this fall. 

A clearer understanding is developing regarding the 
roles of wild birds, smuggling, and poultry movements 
in the global spread of H5N1. It is progressively being 
acknowledged that smuggling and poultry movements 
have been major routes of H5N1 spread in the past few 
years.While H5N1 was recovered from (mostly dead) 
wild birds, their function as a major mechanism of 
spread of bird flu has remained a matter of conjecture. 
Several articles this week, including one in the journal 
Nature (441:137-139), discuss the respective roles of 
the poultry industry, smuggling, and wild bird 
migration in the spread of H5N1.  

Contrary to some predictions, no new H5N1 outbreaks 
resulted in Europe when migratory birds returned from 
over-wintering areas in Africa, including countries that 
have reported H5N1. Moreover, the dramatic incursion 
of H5N1 into Europe at the beginning of the year 
appears not to have initiated local foci of transmission. 
The number of infected wild birds reported in Europe 
continues to diminish, and some countries that have 
had infected wild birds (e.g., Italy, Greece, and 
recently the United Kingdom) have reported no new 
cases. In light of the lack of apparent threat from the 
spring migrants, countries such as France and 
Switzerland have announced plans to allow poultry 
back outdoors.  

H5N1 continues to spread, although its progress is 
slower as the weather warms in the Northern 
Hemisphere. Djibouti is the latest country to have 
H5N1-positive cases; both human and poultry cases 
were reported this week. Also, a family cluster has 
been found in northern Sumatra, Indonesia. Although 
human-to-human transmission cannot be completely 
ruled out, a common exposure to poultry and pigs may 
be involved. 

The avian influenza strain found in a live bird market 
in Camden County, New Jersey, was the H5 subtype, 
although this was not mentioned in most reports. 
Testing at the USDA National Veterinary Services 
Laboratories (NVSL) in Ames, Iowa, ruled out the N1 
subtype buy NVSL was unable to isolate the virus 
according to the Nature article. 

Thai researchers who had reported detecting H5N1 
from the blood of infected people and Menno de Jong, 
a virologist at the Hospital for Tropical Diseases in Ho 
Chi Minh City in Vietnam, reiterated that some of the 
Vietnam human cases' only known exposure risk was 
the consumption of raw duck's blood. Details are 
available in an article in Emerging Infectious Diseases.                                
## 
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Dead Duck 

Submitted by George Hamilton 
   A woman brought a very limp duck into a veterinary surgeon. As she laid her pet on the table, the vet pulled out 
his stethoscope and listened to the bird's chest. After a moment or two, the vet shook his head sadly and said,    "I'm 
so sorry, your duck, Cuddles, has passed away." 
   The distressed owner wailed, "Are you sure"?  
   "Yes, I am sure. The duck is dead," he replied. 
   "How can you be so sure"? she protested. "I mean, you haven't done any testing on him or anything. He might just 
be in a coma or something." 
   The vet rolled his eyes, turned around and left the room, and returned a few moments later with a black Labrador 
Retriever. As the duck's owner looked on in amazement, the dog stood on his hind legs, put his front paws on the 
examination table and sniffed the duck from top to bottom. He then looked at the vet with sad eyes and shook his 
head. The vet patted the dog and took it out, and returned a few moments later with a cat. 
   The cat jumped up on the table and also sniffed delicately at the bird from head to foot. The cat sat back on its 
haunches, shook its head, meowed softly and strolled out of the room. 
   The vet looked at the woman and said, "I'm sorry, but as I said, this is most definitely, 100 percent certifiably, a 
dead duck." 
   Then the vet turned to his computer terminal, hit a few keys and produced a bill, which he handed to the woman. 
The duck's owner, still in shock, took the bill. "$150!" she cried. 
   "$150 just to tell me my duck is dead"? 
   The vet shrugged, "I'm sorry. If you'd taken my word for it, the bill would have been $20, but with the lab report 
and the cat scan, it's now $150. 
 

 
 

Notes from our Exhibit at Wings of 
Spring Birding Festival 

John Mabery 
 

Given the crumby weather conditions, and the fact that 
this was a new event, organizers and exhibitors were 
pleased with the nearly 1,500 visitors at the first annual 
Wings of Spring Confluence Birding Festival, The 
exhibit displayed for the Refuge and the Partners for 
Two Rivers NWR looked sharp. We had lots of good 
handouts, information, and posters on hand. And, the 
bird tattoos were a hit! 
 
Kudos to everyone that pitched in to develop, set up, 
and staff the exhibit. Special thanks to Lynn Schreiber, 
Bob Freeman, Joe Friedel and family, Duane 
Hahnenkamp, Jack McCall, Edna Alexander, and Pat 
Kelly. 
 
Frank Graser reported that the birding trip (17 people) 
he led to Two Rivers went very well. Lots of good 
shorebirds sighted, as well as pelicans and a Virginia 
rail. Ken Dalrymple worked the Refuge's visitor 
contact station for the day and reported a good showing 
of people here. 

### 

 
 
 

Spring Habitat Conditions  
in Canada 
April 21, 2006 

 
Spring has arrived in most of the country and migration 
is in full swing in southern Canada.  Habitat conditions 
are generally good for returning waterfowl.  Conditions 
are particularly good in Manitoba, central 
Saskatchewan, northern Ontario and coastal regions.  
Additional precipitation is needed in western parts of 
the Western Boreal Forest, northern British Columbia, 
southern Saskatchewan and southwestern Ontario. 

 


