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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Saturday, August 5, 2006 
MWHI 8 th Annual Golf Tournament 

at Wolves Crossing, Jerseyville, IL 
For more information, call Eric Rhuede  at 618-410-9853 

See page 19 

Saturday, August 5, 2006 

Jake’s Event 
Free event for youth – archery/firearm/safety instruction, turkey hunting seminar and more 

At Otter Creek Hunting Club, Jerseyville, IL 
Call Todd Burton 618-786-3445 

 

Monday, August 7, 2006 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

 
 

Wednesday, August 16, 2006 
 MWHI GENERAL MEETING  

at the Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 
in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 p.m 

 

Saturday, August 19, 2006 

2nd Annual Dave Schumann Memorial Shoot 
At Otter Creek Hunting Club, Jerseyville, IL 

Call Luke Fraley 618-498-5583 

Tuesday, September 5, 2006 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

Sunday, September 17, 2006 

St. Mary’s School Brussels Shoot 
At Otter Creek Hunting Club, Jerseyville, IL 

Call the club for more information 618-376-7601 
 

The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc., P.O. Box 8009, Alton, IL, 62002. The 
Sentry deadline is always the second Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not necessarily constitute an 
endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with 
them when they are in the market for their product or services. 



 
 
    To the public hunters of the central waterfowl zone, how does it feel to be a second class citizen in the eyes of the 
‘State of Northern Illinois’? 
   I warned you a couple of years ago about the lower two-thirds of the state being treated as the unwanted stepchild. 
Since that time, conditions have continued to go steadily downhill in our part of the state. 
   The IDNR has been cut to the bone, which means our wildlife areas and state parks received budget cuts and lay offs. 
I thought the Governor promised to create 2 million new jobs if he got elected during the last election. He must have 
meant for the Chicago area only because we have seen a lot less funding around here. Our own public hunting areas 
are trying to survive on less personnel and a lot less funding, which is made worse considering the high cost of fuel. 
   But bad as it has been the last 3+ years, nothing compares to what the state has done to the public hunter this year. 
   After 4 months of talks between the IDNR and waterfowl organizations throughout the state regarding a change in 
waterfowl zone lines, the state reneged on a proposal made by their very own agency, the IDNR.    
    We all know that it would be impossible for the IDNR to make everyone happy, and I would like to recommend the 
IDNR personnel for at least trying to work something out that would be fair for the majority of waterfowl hunters in 
the state.  
   The IDNR came to the table with a proposal that consisted of 5 alternatives for zone line changes and told us that this 
was it. 
   MWHI chose alternative #5. It wasn’t perfect but was the best we were going to get. The IDNR published these 5 
alternatives in every newspaper around and held open meetings around the state to get input from the public. 
   The IDNR then called MWHI and stated that alternative #5 received the most votes in all the meetings, so it looked 
like it was a done deal. 
   However, someone forgot to tell the personnel at the IDNR that they don’t control hunting in this state, politicians 
do.  
   We were told by the IDNR that a handful of private duck clubs up north got together with some state politicians and 
the whole deal went out the window. 
   Over 4 months of phone calls, meetings, in addition to the public meetings held and paid for by the IDNR mean 
nothing to our beloved state politicians. They don’t care about the little guy or the public hunter – this just proved it. 
Your voice and vote means nothing to the ‘State of Illinois.’ As a public hunter, you and I just don’t count. 
   We had more voices and votes at these meetings than anyone else, and now they treat us like trash.  
   Try calling the Director of the IDNR and see if he returns your call. As of this writing, the Director didn’t even talk 
to the Presidents of MWHI and IFOR, and these groups represent hundreds and thousands of public area hunters. 
   Call your local state politicians and ask them if they are willing to talk to a ‘second class public hunter.’ Ask him or 
her why your vote doesn’t count and see what kind of story you get.  

 

 

Public Area Duck Hunters: Second Class Citizens 
Duane Hahnenkamp 

 
EMERGENCY GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

 
 On Wednesday, July 12, 2006 MWHI held an Emergency General Membership meeting 
regarding season dates and zone lines for the central zone.  
 
 Based on our membership survey, MWHI’s recommendation is that the season opener should 
be on October 21. MWHI also supports alternative #5 of the zone line changes proposed by the IDNR. 
   

MWHI urged its members to contact legislators and state officials to let them know if they don’t 
agree with a later than October 21 season opener, and/or other than the proposed alternative #5 zone 
line change. 
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New Wildlife Viewing Blind for  
the Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MWHI as part of Partners With Two Rivers Refuge, a private nonprofit Refuge support group, is 

designing and constructing a blind/deck for the public to better observe wildlife, primarily birds, utilizing the 
wetland habitat below the Refuge headquarters building.  

According to Refuge Manager John Mabery, the volunteer carpenter crew has been working hard on 
the viewing blind. Head carpenter Bob estimates that it will be 2-3 weeks before they are finished. 
Remaining work includes assembling the hand railing, constructing the front wall and cutting viewing holes 
in the walls, and installing the bench.  

All of the Trex decking materials (approx.$3,000 value) were donated to the Partners group by Trex 
Company.  
  Two Rivers is centrally located along the Mississippi Flyway, a major route for migratory birds, 
affording visitors an excellent opportunity to see wildlife. Over 200 species of birds visit the refuge 
throughout the year. October, November, March, and April are the best months to see large concentrations of 
waterfowl. Shorebird and warbler migrations usually peak around the first week of May. 

Bald eagles are common in the winter as they gather near the river to feed in open water areas. 
Herons and egrets are commonly seen during the summer feeding in refuge wetlands. Deer, squirrel, 
raccoon, muskrat, turkey, beaver, skunk, and opossum are year-round residents, but are now always easy to 
spot. River banks are a good place to look for a variety of wildlife – from muskrats and beavers to turtles and 
frogs. Turkeys and white-tailed deer are sometimes seen in fields and forests. 
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Blagojevich Ally Calls for House to House Gun Searc hes 

ISRA News Release 7/17/2006  

 

U.N. Conference On "Small Arms" Will Begin This Week 
NRA – ILA News Release July 2006 

 
     As we recently reported, the "U.N. Conference to Review Progress Made in the Implementation of the 
Programme of Action to Prevent and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its 
Aspects," will begin Monday, June 26. The conference’s absurdly lengthy title tells you all you need to know -- 
this meeting is about "action to prevent and eradicate" your rights. And make no mistake, the U.N., fueled and 
financed by the likes of Rebecca Peters and George Soros, is trying to do just that. But they’re in for a fight.  
    As CNN.com reported this week, conference chairman Prasad Kariyawasam has received more than 100,000 
letters of complaint from Americans who want the U.N. to stay out of the business of regulating lawful gun 
ownership in the United States.  
   To learn how you can continue to fight the U.N.’s Global Gun Ban and save Your Right to Keep and Bear Arms, 
please visit www.stopUNgunban.org, or call (800) 672-0636. This site provides valuable information and an 
opportunity to order Wayne LaPierre’s new book The Global War On Your Guns. The book spells out a chilling 
warning that gun owners in the United States and abroad must heed, and exposes a far-reaching scheme to pass a 
global ban on civilian ownership of arms -- including YOURS! 
     Help stop the U.N.’s attempt to thwart our Freedom. Please visit the site or call the toll-free number today! ...  
 

The following was released today by the ISRA Political Victory Fund (ISRA-PVF):  
The ISRA-PVF is asking Governor Blagojevich to explain why one of his political allies is calling for house-to-
house searches to locate and confiscate legally-owned firearms.  
 
Earlier this month, Cook County Board member Joseph Moreno stood before the county board and called for 
"...house to house searches to pull every gun out of Cook County." Moreno's statement comes within days of 
Blagojevich claiming that anyone in Chicago who owns a gun is a "gang banger" and is "...up to no good."  
 
"I think the timing of the Blagojevich and Moreno remarks is more than just coincidence," commented ISRA-PVF 
spokesman, Richard Pearson. "During the July 6th dedication of the Sparta shooting complex, Blagojevich didn't 
mince any words when he essentially declared that any gun-owner north of I-80 is a criminal. Then, days later, a 
powerful member of the Cook County Board calls for police sweeps against the homes of lawful gun owners. These 
statements didn't happen by accident -- the intent is clear."  
 
"Normally, the Blagojevich and Moreno statements would be laughable," continued Pearson. "However, Blagojevich 
has the potential means for authorizing police raids on gun-owning homes. House Bill 2414 remains alive in a House 
committee awaiting a call for a vote. If passed into law, HB2414 would result in the banning and forced confiscation 
of millions of lawfully-acquired firearms from law-abiding Illinois citizens. The raids would be aided by a database 
of firearm owners being maintained illegally by the Illinois State Police."  

 
"Blagojevich is fond of saying that gun owners have nothing to fear from him," said Pearson. "If vilification of gun 

owners and wild-eyed calls for house to house gun searches aren't reasons to fear this administration, then I don't 
know what are. It's time for the governor to address the gun owners of this state and tell us why we should trust him."  

### 
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Can We Talk? 

U. S. Sportsmen Alliance 7/13/2006 

An activist who has called the assassination of scientists a legitimate approach to advancing animal rights recently 
refused an FBI invitation to share his insights as an animal rights leader. 
  
According to United Press International (UPI), activist Jerry Vlasak was contacted in June by the FBI to make a 
presentation on activist groups at agency headquarters in Quantico, Virginia.  Vlasak declined the request to help 
law enforcement officials, claiming “I have no intention of aiding and abetting your agency by providing 
information and insights that might be used against activists.” 
  
Andy Bringuel, an instructor at the FBI Academy whose name is at the bottom of the letter, told UPI that he could 
not confirm or deny whether he wrote the letter. 

  
Vlasak is a press officer for the Animal Liberation Front, an organization identified by the FBI as one of the most 
active domestic terror threats.  In 2004, he was reported by The Observer, a major British newspaper, to have said “I 
don’t think you have to kill too many (researchers). I think for five lives, 10 lives, 15 human lives, we could save a 
million, two million, 10 million non-human lives.” 
  
Recently, Vlasak and his wife Pamelyn Ferdin were convicted of illegally demonstrating outside the home of a Los 
Angeles city animal service employee.  Vlasak was released on his own recognizance pending an appeal of the verdict, 
and Ferdin received a 90-day sentence.  She served less than 40 hours of that due to overcrowding in the jails. 
 

### 
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441  Fax: 217-854-5311 
 

Sen. Frank Watson – 51st District 
Tel: 618-664-9108 E-mail: watson@gvc.net 
 

Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 

Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 

Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 

Sen. David Luechtfeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 

Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 

Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 

Rep. Kurt Granberg – 107th District 
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
 

Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 

Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Wyvetter Younge – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-1691  
 

Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Costello  -  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 
Durbin  -  dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 
Barack Obama – http://obama.senate.gov 
 
Shimkus  -  http://www.house.gov/shimkus 
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   Memphis, Tenn.�  A 5-4 U.S. Supreme Court wetlands decision this week further confused decades of federal 
protection of wetlands throughout the country under the Clean Water Act. The decision is disappointing, because 
hunters and anglers understand that wetlands are the most productive fish and wildlife habitat in the world.  
   For more than three decades of the Clean Water Act, wetlands “adjacent” to navigable waters could only be dredged 
or filled if a developer had a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Today’s decision fails to provide clarity 
for wetlands protection under the Clean Water Act. 
   “Ducks Unlimited’s mission of restoration, conservation and management of wetlands is needed more than ever 
following this decision,” said Ducks Unlimited Executive Vice President Don Young. “We continue to lose more than 
80,000 acres of wetlands annually in this country, and this decision has the potential to accelerate that loss. 
   “Wetlands are critical to waterfowl and more than 900 species of wildlife that use wetlands habitat at some time 
during their lives,” Young continued. “People, too, need these wetlands to reduce flooding damage and help clean our 
water supplies. Hunters and anglers also understand the value of these wetlands as nurseries for fish and wildlife and 
great places to hunt and fish.” 
   The case reached the Supreme Court after two Michigan developers lost lower court cases to build a shopping mall 
and condominiums on wetlands. The Court did not reverse the decisions against the developers. 
   The justices themselves were far apart in their opinions concerning the case. Four justices wanted to maintain 
protection of these wetlands. Four justices favored reducing protection for these wetlands unless they were directly 
connected to continuously flowing waters like rivers and lakes. 
   Justice Anthony M. Kennedy didn’t agree with either group but did favor sending the cases back to the lower court 
for further consideration of the connections between the wetlands at issue and the adjacent waters. 
   Chief Justice John Roberts wrote, “It is unfortunate that no opinion commands a majority of the Court on precisely 
how to read Congress’ limits on the reach of the Clean Water Act. Lower courts and regulated entities will now have to 
feel their way on a case-by-case basis.” 
   “We believe that the Administration and Congress will have to take some action to bring clarity to the future of 
wetlands protection in the United States,” said DU Senior Group Manager of Conservation Programs Alan Wentz. “In 
order to fulfill DU's mission we will be at the table with the federal Administration and with Congress seeking 
solutions that serve the needs of waterfowl.” 
   Joining Ducks Unlimited and the National Wildlife Federation in an amicus brief filed in the case last January were 
the American Fisheries Society, American Sportfishing Association, Bass Pro Shops, Boone & Crockett Club, Izaak 
Walton League, Michigan United Conservation Clubs, Orvis, Pheasants Forever, The Wildlife Society, Theodore 
Roosevelt Conservation Partnership, Trout Unlimited and the Wildlife Management Institute. 
    The groups supported the Bush Administration’s position in the case that Congress intended to protect adjacent 
wetlands and tributaries under the Clean Water Act when it was passed in 1972. 
 

### 
 

Supreme Court Decision Bad for Wetlands, Hunters and Anglers 
DU News Release 

Submitted by George Hamilton 6/22/2006 
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) today released its preliminary report on western breeding ducks and 
habitats, based on surveys conducted in May. Overall, duck populations increased 14 percent since last year with an 
estimated 36.2 million breeding ducks on the prairies. Habitat conditions were also slightly better than last year, thanks 
to a warm winter and good precipitation. 

“We’re quite pleased with most of these preliminary results,” said Don Young, DU’s executive vice president. “The 14 
percent increase in breeding numbers for the 10 most common species is consistent with what Ducks Unlimited’s field 
biologists have observed this spring.” 

One of the most important elements in duck-breeding success is the amount of water present on the prairie breeding 
grounds. When the survey was conducted in May, total pond counts for the United States and Canada combined 
showed 6.1 million ponds, a 13 percent increase from last year’s estimate, and 26 percent higher than the long-term 
average (LTA). 

“Overall, this season should be a little more productive than last year,” said Dr. Bruce Batt, DU’s chief biologist. “The 
stage was set last summer and fall when most areas had at least fair precipitation. That left ponds in better condition at 
freeze-up and also meant there was better-than-normal residual nesting cover on most upland habitats. The increased 
populations along with timely precipitation this spring and summer, should help assure good conditions for a strong 
nesting effort and good wetland conditions for brood rearing.” 

2006 Breeding Ducks By Species (in millions) 

 

 

Mallard populations showed a smaller than expected 8 percent increase in numbers, with an estimated 7.3 million 
mallards on the prairies this spring, compared to last year’s estimate of 6.8 million birds. They are 3 percent below the 
LTA.  

“Mallard populations are still at healthy levels,” said Batt. “But as with all waterfowl, we need to be diligent about 
conserving their habitats.” 

Duck Numbers Up Overall 
DU Report July 5, 2006 
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As part of its new Wetlands for Tomorrow campaign, Ducks Unlimited recently launched the mallard conservation 
initiative, designed to conserve the mallard duck’s most vital breeding, migration and wintering habitats in the prairies, 
and in other areas such as the Great Lakes region, the Chesapeake Bay, the Mississippi River watershed, the Columbia 
Basin and key areas of California. 

Perhaps the best news coming out of the survey this year is that pintail numbers are up 32 percent.  

“That population jump will be quite helpful as we continue to conserve and restore critical breeding habitat under our 
pintail conservation initiative, which is designed to sustain a more prolonged recovery of the species,” said Batt. 

Pintails are still 18 percent below the long-term average, but this year’s increase will certainly help.  

“We knew that the pintails had a good production season in 2005 even though the spring count was relatively 
unchanged from the spring of 2004,” said Batt. “It was extremely wet across the southern prairies in general, and the 
core pintail breeding areas in Saskatchewan, in particular. Pintails made a strong breeding effort last summer, and we 
had numerous reports all winter about the large numbers of pintails that hunters were seeing. We expected they would 
stop on the prairie to breed if conditions were good – and it looks like that’s just what happened.” 

Most other species increased this year as well. Blue-winged teal 
jumped 28 percent from last year, with an estimated 5.9 million 
birds (30 percent above their LTA). Green-winged teal also 
increased 20 percent with 2.6 million birds (39 percent above the 
LTA). 

There were an estimated 2.8 million breeding gadwall on the 
prairies, which boosts their population by 30 percent since last year, 
bringing it to 67 percent above the LTA. Redheads also increased 55 percent since 2005 with 916,000 birds, 47 percent 
above the LTA. Canvasbacks increased 33 percent since last year, with an estimated 691,000 breeding birds on the 
prairies, a healthy 23 percent above their LTA. Northern shovelers also multiplied. With 3.7 million shovelers on the 
prairies, their numbers are 69 percent above the LTA. 

“A couple of species didn’t do so well though,” said Batt. “Wigeon numbers were 17 percent below their long-term 
average with 2.2 million birds, and most disappointing were the scaup numbers.” 

Scaup went down by 4 percent since last year, continuing a long-term pattern that has persisted for the last twenty 
years. They are now 37 percent below their LTA. 

“We are especially concerned about the further decline of the scaup, which have reached an all-time low this year,” 
said Young. “DU and others are continuing with targeted research programs on scaup that we hope will soon give us a 
better understanding of what we can do to help the species recover.” 

“Overall, the results this year are quite encouraging, and remind us that habitat is the core factor driving the health of 
duck populations and the size of the fall flight,” said Young. “Again, we are seeing that there is still enough habitat 
when it is wet to hold duck populations at numbers that promise to support a good fall flight. However, that habitat is 
under siege on many fronts and is being lost at alarming rates. It has never been more important to maintain our focus 
on restoring and protecting these habitats so they can continue their important work for future generations. We must 
not allow any more species to dip to the low levels that are demonstrated by scaup and pintails.” 

Throughout May and June, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Canadian Wildlife Service survey the main 
waterfowl breeding habitats in the mid-continent area across to Alaska. The data for the eastern survey zone are not yet 
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available. These surveys serve as the scientific basis for many management programs across the continent including 
the setting of hunting regulations. This is the 51st consecutive year that the survey has been conducted. 

With more than a million supporters, Ducks Unlimited is the world’s largest wetlands and waterfowl conservation 
organization. The United States alone has lost more than half of its original wetlands – nature’s most productive 
ecosystems – and continues to lose more than 80,000 wetland acres each year. 

555�

The majority of our states’ fish and game agencies are under the control and direction of biologists. They alone make 
every rule and regulation concerning the management of all wildlife in North America, including Canada. Every man, 
woman, and child is directly impacted by the power they wield through their management plans and the decisions they 
make.  

Make no mistake: biologists are the vitiators of all our wildlife problems and not our commissioners, legislators, or 
hunter sportsmen. Commissioners and legislators are involved in politics to formulate and institute the laws that 
biologists concoct in the name of science – right or wrong. Biologists learn quickly to guard what they say publicly. 
They cannot risk going against administration policy and being excommunicated by their agency. What biologists do 
say on television or in news print will be disguised as science, despite that it is most likely calculated propaganda. 

Our state and federal fish and game agencies have no shortage of bunny huggers and tree lovers willing to support 
them. Mother earth and her wildlife have become a cult religion with hundreds of animal societies jockeying to be the 
“Pope.” 

Just 25 percent of the nation has a college degree. That means the other 75 percent of our nation hold a high school 
diploma or less. In order to be employed as a biologist by any state or federal wildlife agency, one must have a 
bachelor of science degree. This excludes everyone with a high school education who relies on experience and a 
common sense approach to wildlife management. This time-proven method has been handed down from father to son 
for generations and was the cause, thinking and foundation for the creation of the famous Pittman Robertson Act. 

Pittman-Robertson was not instituted by diploma-carrying biologists. Today, young people come out of our colleges to 
enter wildlife agencies as mere children having been indoctrinated by very liberal professors in liberal colleges who 
promote protectionism, environmentalism and preservationism – not necessarily conservation. Many of these 
neophytes do not understand the concept of predation management the way older hunter sportsmen do. These new 
recruits enter an atmosphere where the direction of wildlife has been preordained by cronies 50 years before they got 
there and are quickly informed not to buck the system or say anything that will make waves – or else! All of this is 
done under the guise of science by people who hold nothing more than a Bachelor of Science degree. 

By the sacred cow called education, we glorify these four-year graduates as scientists and experts, and we elevate them 
above ourselves. Even without any experience, they are now ready to work their way up through a stiff necked system. 
This system guarantees there will be no present or future apostates in their wildlife administration. That is why you 
never see any change in wildlife management throughout our state and federal agencies. 

Change is condemned; criticism smacks of their predecessors being wrong, which is not thinkable. Winston Churchill 
was on the right track when he said, “Anyone who is not a liberal in his youth has no heart. Anyone who remains so as 
he matures has no brains.” Touché! The current system sets up a chain of protectionism, and not conservation. 
I’ve never had these problems pointed out as clearly as I did on April 9, 2006. A biologist by the name of Carl Lackey 
from the Nevada Department of Wildlife was called to investigate a mountain lion sighting and serious disturbance at 

Wildlife Biologists: Saviors or Vitiators? 

By Bud Sonnentag, Pennsylvania Woods & Waters News Article 
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my friend’s ranch in Genoa, Nevada. This would not have been so ludicrous except that this biologist is considered the 
Nevada “expert” in bear and mountain lion matters. He personifies everything I have written. 

Upon arriving at the ranch, Carl Lackey said to my friend, “I am not allowed to speak on any matters of the mountain 
lion that might involve the department in any controversy.” NDOW’S image be damned – there was a dead calf here. 
Carl Lackey didn’t dare answer my friend’s piercing questions with the truth, because that didn’t fit 60 years of state 
and federal research and also runs counter to NDOW policy. All this happened in the presence of several witnesses. 
This is a daily recurrence throughout the western states’ wildlife agencies. 

My own 24-year-old son endured the same stupidity by a California biologist on March 28, 2006. After seeing 
mountain lions far too frequently around his house, he called a California game biologist to discuss the urgency of the 
matter. He got the same response as my Genoa friend. Can you believe my son lives in Burbank, California and well 
within sight of all the movie studios. My son “mauled” the biologist good and proper with the facts and truth about 
mountain lions…. bless his soul. We permit these biologists to get away with this behavior because of the lack of 
education on our part. When they realize we are informed about mountain lions and stand up to them, they’re spooked. 
They instantly become aware that if you keep pressing them with facts you’re going to force them to lie or go against 
administration policy. 

All sciences follow empirical laws, and all sciences encourage examination, debate and free thinking. All strive for the 
facts – the truth. Just by these criteria alone it is easy to see that wildlife management fails the science test and is 
nothing more than a pseudo science at best. It attains its elevated status by attaching itself to biology and biologists. 
That’s about as close as wildlife management will ever come to being a science. From there it gravitates to such things 
as duplicity, confusion, distortion of facts and even lying. 

Because biologists have the diploma and we don’t, they convince the nation that their guess is better than our 
experience and common sense. Education, which we have glorified, has come full circle and knifes us all in the back. 
With this type of wildlife management, everyone – anti’s and conservationists alike – come out losers. Like my mother 
told me, “You can’t have your cake and eat it too.” We can have lots of mountain lions or lots of “wildlife” – but not 
both. 

If you worship mountain lions, I ask you to look at your child or grandchild and view them as “mountain lion food” or, 
God forbid, scat. I have no respect for people, especially biologists, who have led this country into such a morass. 
Most of them knew better but did nothing to stop it or head it off. The height of stupidity in wildlife management came 
when the United States Fish and Wildlife Service chose on their own to reintroduce the wolf to Montana and 
Wyoming. 

Wildlife management policies in our fish and game agencies will not permit or encourage open debate, policy 
examination, criticism or beneficial change. Unless “we” change it, we can expect to remain under this yoke of 
oligarchy forever. I believe in an informed, educated public and a democratic government. In other words, our 
American dream. Thank heavens the U.S. Observer thinks the same way. 

### 
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New Wildlife Viewing Blind for  
the Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge  

 
A true story from Readers Digest by a man named Joe  Ernst:   
 
 
In a software design meeting, we were using typical technical jargon to discuss a data exchange 
interface with a vendor. One co-worker said the programming we had ordered was delayed because 
the vendor was suffering from a "severe nonlinear waterfowl issue." Curious, the team leader raised 
his eyebrows and asked, "What exactly is that?"  
 
The programmer replied, "They don't have their ducks in a row."   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IFOR receives Grant 

IDNR News Bits 7/11/2006 
 

An award of $2,250 to the Illinois Federation for Outdoor Resources will support the annual IFOR 
Youth Outdoor Skills Camp. The camp provides youngsters with instruction in archery, gun handling, trap 
shooting, horseback riding and outdoor survival skills.  

This award will expand the program to including trapping and furbearer management instruction. 
An award of $2,458 will help the Illinois Trappers Association provide a three-day education workshop for 
natural resources professionals designed to familiarize them with theories, methods and practices of 
modern day trapping in Illinois. The workshop includes both classroom and field exercises. Furbearer 
Fund monies are derived from the sale of a $5.50 Habitat Stamp required of most hunters and trappers in 
Illinois. State laws set aside six percent of stamp revenues for research, habitat and education projects 
which promote furbearer conservation. 

 Projects are reviewed annually by a seven-member committee, which makes recommendations for 
funding to the Director of IDNR. Applications and project criteria for next year’s projects will be available 
after Oct. 1 on the IDNR web site as well as by contacting the IDNR Office of Resource Conservation-
Special Funds Section, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271, (217) 782-2602, e-mail 
address: dnr.specialfunds@illinois.gov. The next application deadline is March 1, 2007. 
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REFUGE REPORT 
Duane Hahnenkamp 
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MWHI 8 th Annual Golf Tournament 
 

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
Start: 9:00 a.m.   Sign Up: 8:00 am to 8:45 a.m. 

 
Wolves Crossing, Jerseyville, Illinois 

Free 
Hamburgers, Brats, Hot Dogs, Soda & Beer 

 

Door Prizes 
 

                    $70 per Person 
Limit 20 Teams – 1st Come Basis 

 

For Reservations Contact: 
Eric Rhuede, MWHI Golf Tournament Chairman at 618-410-9853 

 

 

 
 
 
 
As of the end of June, the conditions on the refuges seem to be right on track. With no flooding this spring and dry 
conditions so far, Mother Nature has given our refuges a good start. 
 The lower cell of Swan Lake is being pumped dry right now to firm up the bottom so that natural aquatic 
vegetation can grow in the lake. 
 The plan for the middle cell is to leave it open to the river and hopefully get some vegetation to grow along the 
edges. 
 The plan for Batchtown is to get a good stand of moist soil plants in the 40 acre levee unit. 
 On Prairie Pond the water is being kept up to keep the willows out and to promote aquatic growth. Batchtown 
hunters claim that they can’t remember the last time that the main lake has had so much smart weed this early in the 
summer. 
  
Crull Impoundment is planted with corn and looks the best as it has in years. 
 The state land between Rt.3 and Stump Lake has been worked up and planted in corn and buckwheat. 
 Godar is all planted and appears to be in good shape. 
 Keeping the cockleburs and other weeds down will be the trick now. So far, Neil Booth and John Mabery 
seem to have everything well in hand, but a good rain would help a lot. 
 The Last few days I started to hear rumors of an outstanding duck hatch up north. Let’s hope so, and by the 
time you read this we should know if the rumors were true. 

 


