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Ten Commandments of Firearms Safety  
 
I   Always keep the muzzle of your firearm  
         pointed in a safe direction. 
 

II     Treat every firearm as though it's loaded. 
 

III    Always make sure the firearm is unloaded  
       and keep the action open except when  
       actually hunting or preparing to shoot. 
 

IV    Be sure the barrel & action are clear of  
       obstructions and that you have the proper 
       ammunition for the firearm you are carrying. 
 

V     Be sure of your target before you pull the  
       trigger. 
 

VI    Never point a firearm at anything you do 
        not want to shoot. Avoid all horseplay with 
        a firearm. 
 

VII   Never climb a fence, tree, or jump a ditch  
        with a loaded firearm. 
 

VIII   Never shoot at a flat, hard surface or water. 
 

IX    Store firearms and ammunition separately. 
 

X    Avoid alcohol and other drugs before or during 
       shooting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 2 

  

MWHI OFFICERS 

President 

Scott Bryant 
618-466-1836 (home) 
618-535-0151 (cell) 

Vice-President 

Bob Jones 
Area Projects Chairman 
618-498-4724 
618-578-9547 (cell) 
 

Treasurer 

Larry Franklin 
618-466-2173 
 

Membership Secretary 

Mike Devening 
618-259-6181 

Correspondence Secretary 

Jeremy Maggart 
618-535-4997 

Recording Secretary 

Jeremy Arnold 
618-779-8313 

 

MWHI DIRECTORS 
 

 

John Gineris 
Banquet Chairman 
618-786-2596 
 

Eric Rhuede 
Golf Tournament Chairman 
618-410-9853 
 

Duane Hahnenkamp 
Wood Duck Nest Box Chairman 
Refuge Chairman 
618-535-7053 (cell) 
 

Greg Franke 
COE Chairman 
618-396-2509 
 

Chance Funk 
618-223-0034 
 

Dave Geisler 
618-576-9845 
 

Justin Wolfe 
Carlyle Lake Area Projects Chairman 
Catfish Tournament Chairman 
618-377-0397 
 
Josh Snyder  
 
Matt Grasle  
 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, January 7, 2008 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

Monday, February 4, 2008 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

Monday, March 3, 2008 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

 
Saturday, April 5, 2008 
MWHI 8 th ANNUAL  

WETLAND CONSERVATION BANQUET 
at K.C. Banquet Hall, Godfrey, IL 

For more information contact  
John Gineris at (618) 786-2596 

����

����

MWHI 2008 
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE RAFFLE  

Craig Sondker, Membership Drive Chairman 
 

 Prizes will include: 
 

 Duck/Goose Hunting Trips 
Catfishing Hunting Trip 

Benelli Nova 
 

Raffle starts October 2007 - ends October 2008 
See upcoming Sentry for more details. 

 
 
 
 
The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 
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    About the time you get this, our season should be up and running. If you are on a blind in the MRA lakes, then you 
probably spent the last few months planning and working on your blinds. The August flood caught some blind builders 
off guard and left them with water-filled grass fields instead of open potholes. By September the water was going 
down, so blind brushing and teal hunting kicked in. The cold snap during the first week of teal season gave us a slight 
feel of the coming duck season. For a couple of days we had a decent flight of teal and a small push of bigger ducks. 
The second week, I and almost everyone else spent a lot more time killing mosquito than teal. 
      Now teal season and October gave us the chance to double check our game plan for opening day and the rest of 
duck season. Does our pothole look like we want it? How are we going to put out our decoys? Do we need any more 
decoys? Did the ducks and geese flair off the blind or pothole last season? Does the blind need a final touch-up with 
more brush or grass? Do I need more shells or another call? And last, is the boat ready for this duck season?  
      All these things come to mind as the days count down to the opener. After opening day, there just seems not to be 
enough time for anything else except hunt. 
      So, now duck season is upon us, I hope you all are ready to go. We supposedly have a big hatch sitting up north 
just waiting for the weather to put them down to us. I hope you all have another good season and maybe think about 
taking a new hunter along to enjoy it. So, as they say, “it’s game time and let the fun begin.” 

### 
 

          I hope all MWHI members and the other MRA hunters will take a moment on a slow duck day to reflect on this 
past year. After a record season last year, MWHI went back to work with the state people at Rosedale and the people at 
Two Rivers Refuge in Brussels to try to bring you another good year. 
      Right now, the Corps of Engineers is putting the levee in to enclose the Batchtown pool, and next year we hope the 
entire project will be finished. 
      MWHI told you last spring that something was happening in the Upper Mississippi River Valley and that things 
could go bad for duck hunters there. Our fears came true and hundreds of blinds were lost. Right above Grafton, the 
COE notified hunters that this would be their last year to have their duck blinds on COE property.  
      MWHI got involved and things are now on hold for two years, with the hopes that Missouri would take control of 
these areas. Always remember that our river areas are on COE lands managed by the states. The COE could possibly 
do the same to us some day if they  ever took control on our areas. 
      Before you say that this will never happen, remember that our Governor has tried to give away your hunting lands 
before, namely at the Horseshoe Lake State Park in Granite City and at Pyramid State Park in southern Illinois right 
now. MWHI has been contacted by hunters from the Pyramid area to help stop this swap of their state hunting lands. 
      This club also has been contacted by hunters and even local towns in the West Alton, MO, area to help stop a move 
by the green organization to take over the West Alton area. Their plan is to take over most farm land and duck clubs 
between Missouri Colombia Bottoms, Alton Dan area all the way up to across from Grafton. Their maps show this 
new area as green space for bike trails and also show the same for the Illinois side (i.e. Marquette Park, Stump Lake, 
Swan Lake and Calhoun Point). Look out guys! 
      The infamous Hurricane ‘Hump’ (widely know as Diamond Island) was eradicated on Hurricane Island this 
summer by the efforts of MWHI President Scott Bryant, Site Superintendent Neil Booth, and the IDNR work crew at 
Rosedale. 
      In addition, this club was contacted by Carlyle Lake managers and hunters to help with levee problems on some of 
the walk-in areas above the lake. The state manager did not have enough money to fix washed out levees, which would 
have meant loss of a major hunting area. MWHI donated money for fuel while others donated equipment and man 
power. Reports are that the project went well and that the area looks great. 
      These are just some of the things this club has done for our members, in addition to all the other hunters that are 
not MWHI members, and I won’t even get into the gun law issues we consistently dealt with throughout the year.   

### 

It’s Game Time 
Duane Hahnenkamp 

 

Year in Review 
Duane Hahnenkamp 
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Fifth Riverbend Catfish Tournament 
Justin Wolfe 

 

 
 
 

               
 

First Place and ‘Big Fish’ Winners Anthony Maggart & Dennis McIntire 

     
On August 18th 2007 the Riverbend Catfish Tournament 
Trail held their 5th and last qualifying tournament in 
Grafton, IL. This was the last chance anyone had to 
qualify for the Riverbend Classic on Sept. 22, in Alton 
IL.   
   Anglers who fished this tournament had to stay on 
Mississippi River pool 26 since that was the boundary 
set for the tournament. Mississippi River pool 26 
consists of the waters between Melvin Price & Winfield 
dams; anglers did have the option of fishing up the 
Illinois River if they wanted to.   
   Conditions on the river were fair even though anglers 
had to deal with pleasure boaters and high winds from 
the south, which made the river rough at times in a 
smaller boat.   
   Seventeen boats were signed up for this tournament 
and all of them were cut loose at 6am, and by 10:30am 
we had our first team back at the weigh-in site. They had 
two Blue catfish they wanted to weigh-in early because 
the team felt the fish were not going to make it all day. 
  Rough waters and a possible 10-15 minute drive back 
down the road back to the weigh-in site does put a lot of 
stress on these fish.   
   In almost all of the Riverbend Catfish tournaments we 
try to open the weigh-in early so teams can weigh-in 
their fish if they feel the need to.   
   At 11am the team of Anthony Maggart and Dennis 
McIntire showed up at the scale with a full limit of Blue 

cats that weighed 114.10 lbs. within their limit. They had 
one Blue that at 50.8lbs.  Little did they know it, but that 
fish would take ‘big fish’ for the tournament.   
   The funny thing about all of this is that Anthony and 
Dennis were one of the teams who had not yet qualified 
for the classic and have been taking a lot of abuse from 
other local teams all year. So I guess it was payback 
time.   
 
Here are the results: 
    1st place-  
   Anthony Maggart & Dennis McIntire       114.10 lbs. 
   (this team also took home the SeaArk bonus) 
 
    2nd place-  
    Carl Roberts & Mark Wann                      48.2 lbs. 
                             
    3rd place-  
    Roger & Marvin Nichols                            47.6lbs 
 
    Big Fish-  
    Anthony Maggart & Dennis McIntire         50.8lbs 
                 
I would like to give a special thanks to Dave Cassens for 
letting us use the bait shop as the official weigh-in site, 
and Sandy down at Grafton city hall for all of her help.  
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Godar Refuge 
The same planting scheme used over the last two years was once 
again implemented in the lake bottom area. The deer literally 
destroyed two thirds of the corn plantings in the lake basin. 
There is once again an excellent stand of wild millet and some 
pigweed to fill in where the corn was destroyed.  
The river field was planted a little different to take better 
advantage of water levels. The deer did not do near the damage 
in this field as the lake Conditions are good.  
 

Michael Bottoms 
There is decent smart weed and some millet. Conditions are 
good. 
 

Hurricane Island 
The Hump is gone! The tree encroachment along the boat ditch 
was removed. This area is not a large feed producing area. 
Conditions are good, and if the hump was as problematic as 
some thought it was, conditions are excellent. 
 

Diamond Island 
Boat channel from the pump to the lake was cleaned of woody 
encroachment. The boat ditch from the “t” in the lake basin to 
behind 408 was deepened. Large stand of cocklebur was aerially 
sprayed. Conditions look good. 
 

Helmbold Slough 
The cottonwood and willow encroachment was sprayed and 
then mowed after the chemical had a chance to work. The late 
August flood overtopped the bank and filled the entire area. 
There was not a lot of food established, so not much was lost. 
This area is not a large food producer normally, so conditions 
are normal. 
 

Glades 
Between last year’s treatments and this year’s multiple 
treatments for cocklebur control, the Glades look healthy again 
with excellent pigweed and wild millet and some smart weed. 
We will need to replace both control tubes at the river this year. 
The area was two barge wakes or a gentle spring rain away from 
a total wipe out during the August flooding. Conditions are 
excellent. 
 

Fuller Lake 
Early investigations found the submersed aquatic communities 
were once again growing well in the shallow edges of the lake. 
Bottom drags in the Swan Lake portion showed new green 
growth but needing sunlight for energy/ The lake was lowered 
8/10th of a foot and the rest was up to Mother Nature. The 
Beaver Pond area was dry during the draw down, so it is full of 
wild millet; however, 75% to 80% of the open water area is a 
rank stand of coon tail. There are also beds of sago pondweed in 
the north part of the Swan Lake portion. Conditions are 
excellent. 
 

Stump Lake Complex Early investigations showed the 
submersed aquatic communities were once again growing well  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
in Upper and Lower Stump. These areas were kept wet 
throughout the summer and the results are very heavy rank beds 
of coon tail. Flat and Fowler Lakes were drained for moist soils 
and have a great mix of wild millet, nut sedge, spragle top, 
pigweed and Walters millet. The upper end of Flat and the entire 
west side of Fowler Lake were aerial sprayed for cocklebur 
control. Conditions are excellent. 
 

Crull Refuge 
There is a good stand of corn in the Crull, with the high edges 
planted to millet and buckwheat. The highest ground, which was 
in wheat last year, was left standing and then mowed in 
September and disced. The resulting stand looks good. The 
millet and buckwheat when seeded laid on the ground for 
several weeks until enough rain came to germinate the seed. 
Therefore, the stand is slight. Conditions are good. 
 

Dan Hudgins/Dabbs Road Wetland 
Area was planted with millet, buckwheat and last year’s wheat 
was mowed and then disced. Conditions are good 
 

Calhoun Point 
This was the first year that the Calhoun Point EMP project was 
completed and fully operational. The area was 90% de-watered 
and the plant response was tremendous. Then the late August 
flood put more water into the area. Overall there is still a lot of 
feed. Royal Lake has the best with large stands of a mix of wild 
millet, spragle top and Walters millet. The area in front of the 
goose pits was planted to buckwheat, but also suffered from lack 
of rain. The stand is slight. Conditions are good. 
 

Rip Rap Landing 
The area flooded with water that backed up the old Sny Creek in 
the spring, filling the area with clean silt free water. Early 
investigations found a random collection of submersed aquatic 
communities getting started. Species included curly leaf pond 
weed, brittle naiad and coon tail. Then the late August flood 
backed up the Sny Creek once again. After that flood, it was 
found that the coon tail beds had spread to cover 15% of the 
lake. Conditions are good. 
 

Red’s Landing 
This is not a food producing area. The walk-in area was totally 
dry from the late summer drought, but some of the sloughs did 
green up. The late August flood filled the entire area. Conditions 
are normal. 
 

Batchtown 
The Batchtown EMP/HREP phase 3a was completed in 
September. Funding is expected for phase 3b, with work to 
begin winter of 2008. This phase will include construction of the 
Obermyer gate water control structure. This has been a rough 
year for environmental pool management. Diligent work by the 
St. Louis District water control staff gave us a productive two 
foot draw down. There is a good millet and smart weed stand. 
The Titus Hollow rest area was planted with corn and made a 
decent crop. Conditions are good if we can keep the water

Mississippi River Area Status 
Neil Booth, Site Superintendent  
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Legislation Update 
John Popov 

��
I hope you have been following the Parker vs. District 
of Columbia decision that came out of the D.C. gun 
ban. If you read the Sentry or the NRA magazine, you 
know about it.  
The decision of the three-judge panel ruled that the 
right to keep and bear arms is an individually held 
right, and that handguns are arms referred to in the 
Second Amendment. WOW! 
For years you have heard the anti-gun people say the 
right to keep and bear arms is for a well regulated 
military only, not for individual citizens. 
The worm has turned. This case is going to the 
Supreme Court and now it’s the anti-gun people who 

are scared.  
By the time you read this, duck season will be under way. 
I asked that you to two things: 

1. try to sign up a new member or old delinquent 
member;  

2. read your NRA, ISRA and MWHI articles about 
gun laws.  

The anti-gun people don’t take time off, so stay awake to 
help fight them with your phone calls, post cards and 
letters. 
Have a great season and a safe one. 

If it is to be, it is up to you and me! 
 
 

 
Hunting and Fishing Days – Nilo Farms  

John Popov 
�
�����������������	�
�������������
�������	��������� ����
�������������	���
�����	���	������������������
�	�� �������	�
������������������
��������
���	�
�������� �������������	�����!�"������������	� ����
����	�
��������	�����������������������������������
������
��
����������	�����#�
�
� 	� ����$�#�%����&���'���(�)����*��	����+��	��,�����
�
� �� ����$�#�-.�'�����(�)�����)�����+��	��,�����
�
! �� ����$�#�-�
����
��	�(�/,���+���	��+��	��,�����
�
�����	��	����
�����0	����	��
����
��	�������
��	��
�
���������������������������������,��������	#�1����� �
���	����%����2��	����+������3�������4
����5�������� ��
-�,��2��	������

IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441  Fax: 217-854-5311 
 
Sen. Frank Watson – 51st District 
Tel: 618-664-9108 E-mail: frank_watson51@sbcglobal.net 
 
Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 
Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 
Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 
Sen. David Luechtfeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 
Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 
Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 
Rep. Kurt Granberg – 107th District 
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 
Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Wyvetter Younge – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-1691  
 
Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 
Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Costello  -  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 
Durbin  -  dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 

Barack Obama – http://obama.senate.gov 
 
Shimkus  -  http://www.house.gov/shimkus 
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Outlook seems bright for the waterfowl season 

 
All factors lean toward a great season for both duck and goose hunters alike on both sides of the river. 
 

ILLINOIS 
 

"I understand that the breeding ground production for mallards and gadwalls was slightly higher than the 10-year average," said 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (DNR) district wildlife biologist Kent Boyles. "This should mean a good season for duck 
hunters." 
 

According to Boyles, Illinois has an astronomical number of local Canada geese, so many that they are becoming a nuisance. 
Goose reproduction was a little better than last year, too. Although the local numbers of geese might be  
plentiful, they aren't easy to kill. 
 

"We've got so many local geese it's unbelievable," Boyles said. "The only problem is that these geese know where to go to avoid 
being killed." 
 

Boyles suggests Illinois waterfowl hunters try Horseshoe Lake State Park, an old oxbow of the Mississippi River. This 2,000-acre 
public hunting area is located in Madison County. Last year, hunters bagged 3,711 ducks and 434 geese at Horseshoe Lake SP.  
 

Another good bet for Illinois duck and goose hunters is the 9,000-acre Mississippi River Area located in Jersey and Calhoun 
counties. Last season, hunters killed more than 17,000 ducks and 430 geese there. 
 

Prospective Illinois waterfowl hunters should refer to the Digest of Hunting and Trapping Regulations 2007-08 for complete 
details on waterfowl season dates, regulations, and blind drawing rules. These booklets are available at all Illinois permit vendors. 
You can also find this information at www.dnr.state.il.us. 
 

New rules for Illinois 
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources is reminding hunters of new regulations in effect for the 2007-2008 deer hunting 
seasons, which began Oct. 1. The department has received calls looking for clarification about the changes for this year, 
specifically: 
 

— Governor Blagojevich in August signed House Bill 320, which extends the allowable hunting hours for firearm deer hunting in 
Illinois by a half-hour. The previous hours were from a half-hour before sunrise to sunset. The new law extends legal hunting 
hours for firearm deer hunting to a half-hour after sunset. 
 

— Hunters 62 and older are now permitted to use a crossbow without a special permit. Before the change, only persons with a 
disability or persons who had obtained a special-use permit were allowed to use the devices. Hunters using a crossbow will need 
an archery deer permit and proof of age in the form of an official ID. Crossbows used under this section shall meet the following 
specifications: 
 

1) Shall have a minimum peak draw weight of 125 pounds and a maximum peak draw weight of 200 pounds. 
 

2) Shall have a minimum limb width of 24 inches and a minimum overall length (from butt of stock to front of limbs) of 24 inches. 
 

3) Shall have a working safety. 
 

4) Shall be used with bolts or arrows of not less than 14 inches in length (not including point) with a broadhead. Broadheads may 
have fixed or expandable blades, but they must be barbless and have a minimum seven-eighths-inch diameter when fully opened. 
Broadheads with fixed blade must be metal or flint-, chert-, or obsidian-napped; broadheads with expandable blades must be metal. 
 

Hunters under 62 years old are still required to obtain a crossbow-hunting permit from the Department of Natural Resources. 
 

— Reminder: Some IDNR-managed areas that are open to firearm deer hunting are closed to all nonhunters during the weekends 
of Nov. 16-18 and Nov. 29-Dec. 2. Visitors are encouraged to contact the site office for more details. 
 

— Crow season has been changed from Oct. 28 to Feb. 28 with no closure during the gun deer seasons.  
 

— Dove bag limits will include mourning doves, Eurasian-collared doves, ringed turtle doves and white-winged doves.  
 

— Waterfowl zones lines (changed for last season) are spelled out.  
 

— Grey/timberwolves are considered a protected species year-round. So are river otters, bobcats, flying squirrels, red squirrels, 
eastern wood rats, golden mice, rice rats and bats.  
 

— Hunters or trappers must obtain permission from a landowner or tenant in order to allow a dog to hunt on the land, whether 
intentionally or wantonly. 
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Carlyle Lake State Fish & Wildlife Area 
Bob Hammel, Site Superintendent 

 
With early Teal Season right around the corner, many 
waterfowlers are making preparations for the upcoming duck 
season. Unfortunately, with the continuing drought in this 
area, conditions are not very favorable for these early 
migrants. 
   The wildlife area has received very little precipitation this 
summer and all natural ponds, borrow pits and ditches are dry. 
Half Mile Pond has been dry since the first of August and 
Hem Lake is not totally dry, something I have never 
personally seen. Speaker Lake in Sub #4 is almost dry, but the 
moist soil production there is fantastic and should provide a 
lot of food when re-flooded. 
   Even with the below normal rains this spring and summer, 
crop production has been good here. With the crops being 
planted earlier than they ever have, coupled with a high water 
table, the corn, milo, buckwheat and Japanese millet look 
good. The high water table is the result of having the area 
flooded October to April each year for duck season. A total of 
750 acres were planted and, along with the native species, 
food will not be a problem for migrating waterfowl. Water 
hemp, barnyard grass, and smartweeds are the predominating 
species and are all excellent duck foods. Hopefully, we will 
receive some fall rains to help in filling the sub-
impoundments. With over 3,500 acres to flood, every drop of 
rain helps. 
   There are several projects at the site that have recently been 
completed, are almost completed or presently in the planning 
stages. Clearing of undesirable black willows has begun, using 
monies received from a Marathon Ashland Pipeline Co. 
Restoration Plan as a result of a Natural Resources Damage 
Assessment. The IDNR Heavy Equipment Crew is also 
planning on bringing their Hydro-Ace to the site in the near 
future to additionally clear willows. A new bridge over the 
Main Pump Ditch between Subs 1 and 2 has recently replaced 
a deteriorating concrete bridge and new entrance gates have 
been installed at Parking Lots 1 and 3. A new South Pump 
Station, being funded by the IL Duck Stamp Fund, is in the 
planning stages, with construction slated to begin in the Spring 
of 2008. This project will allow the site staff to de-water the 
sub-impoundments in the spring when Kaskaskia 
River/Carlyle Lake levels are high. 
   One of the best things that has taken place at the site this 
summer is the work being done to the levees at Subs 3 and 4. 
Money obtained through the Carlyle Lake Association, along 
with funds from the Carlyle Lake Waterfowlers, and 
Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, has been used to renovate and 
repair levees D, E and F. Jay Heuberger of the Carlyle Lake 
Waterfowlers has been instrumental in getting this project up 
and going. And he along with his volunteers, have spent 
countless hours on seeing this project through. Not only have 
they re-built and re-shaped the levees per IDNR spec, but they 
have also created new habitat for waterfowl and shorebirds on 
the process. Several areas in Sub #3, which would not be 
adequately flooded in the past, were selected as ‘borrow 
areas.’ These areas will now not only hold water during the 
waterfowl season, but will also provide good habitat for 
various species of wading and shorebirds during the summer 

months. Yet to be completed this fall are emergency rock 
weirs that will prevent erosion of the levees during flood 
events. One of the spillways, installed by the Carlyle Lake 
group in Levee D last year, has done a great job in protecting 
that levee. 
   It has been great seeing all the work that the groups have put 
into this and I look forward to working with them on future 
projects. Their support is very much appreciated and I am 
happy that we can work together in providing new and better 
wetland habitat. All in all, the site looks good for the 
upcoming duck season and if anyone ever has questions or 
concerns, feel free to stop by my office or call me at 618-425-
3533. 
 

### 
 
Carlyle Lake Wildlife Units 3 &4 Update  

Submitted by Justin Wolfe 
Wingbeat, September 2007 issue 

  
   The past 2 years, our group has held fundraisers to make 
improvements in Units 3 & 4. Around $5,500 has been raised 
for spillway work, which will be completed this year. The 
IDNR had prisoners sort and stack the wire baskets, a painful 
job that our group performed 2 years ago while installing the 
first of 4 spillways. Current plans are to use an excavator to 
get the 3 remaining spillway locations to grade, and then a 
small work crew will work in tandem with a skid loader 
(assuming dry weather) to place, fill and secure the wire 
baskets in place. Our group will be able to pay for all of this 
expense, using the money we raised.   
   Also, last year Bob Hammel, site manager, informed us that 
he had some funds available for levee restoration in this area. 
In addition, Migratory Waterfowl Hunters has pledged $1,500 
towards this project. Due to extremely favorable working 
conditions, we had a change in plans and did the levee 
restoration first. The entire out levees of Unit 3 (D Levee) and 
all of the center levee between 3 & 4 (E Levee) has been 
raised, widened and compacted to original specifications. 
   A paddle wheel scraper was rented for 81 working hours, 
which repaired over 2 miles of existing levees. Jaye Heuberger 
donated all 81 hours operating this equipment. For the rest of 
the levee work, a trackhoe was used in combination with 4 
tandem trucks, a dozer, a road grader, plus a laser to determine 
grade. 
   The dirt was taken from 4 planned borrow areas that in the 
past had little or no water on them during duck season. These 
4 areas will now provide additional hunter opportunity as well 
as habitat for waterfowl and shorebirds. In addition, by 
restoring the levees, it will be possible to raise the water level 
in Unit 3, which will also provide additional hunting area.  
   To date, about 280 man-hours have been spent on this 
project. Approximately 130 hours was paid labor and 150 
donated. Jaye Heuberger donated over 120 hours! 
   We will have a full report on this project at our meeting, 
including photos and a map showing the locations of the 
borrow areas.  
 

### 
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 The River Bend Catfish Classic took place 
Saturday, September 22nd. The one-day tournament was 
the culmination of the catfish circuit contests held 
monthly beginning in April. Twenty-nine qualifying 
boats left the Alton Marina at 6:00 a.m. in a shotgun 
start; anglers returned to weigh their catch at 3:00 p.m. 
 Fishermen not only competed for the River Bend 
Catfish crown and prize money; the classic winner was 
awarded a Mercury Outboard motor, a SeaArk boat and 
a Haul Rite trailer. The grand prize was compliments of 
Clark Boat & Motor of East Alton, a 2007 tourney trail 
sponsor. Clark is one of the oldest Mercury dealers in 
America, serving the area since 1959.  
 John Behiter of Winfield, MO won this year’s 
coveted crown, plus cash and afore mentioned grand 
prize; his five-catfish-limit produced a total weight of 
72.2 pounds. Big fish for the event belonged to Carl 
Roberts and Mark Wan, a blue catfish that tipped the 
scales at 40.3 pounds. The team received cash and surge 
rods for its effort.  

Those rounding out the tournament list of paid 
places: 
2nd Danny Salfen, 60.6 pounds 
3rd Joe Ludtke & Jerry Cline, 47.5 pounds 
4th Carl Roberts & Mark Wann, 44 pounds 
5th Mark Farrow & Tyson Stinebaker, 34.8 pounds 
6th Anthony Maggert & Dennis McIntyre, 23.7 pds 
7th Bill & Jim Newingham, 28.7 pounds 
8th Greg & Byron Dollinger, 26.1 pounds  
9th Tyrone Buckner & Matt McIntyre, 23.7 pounds 
 

Lynn Simburger of Clarks said, “Mercury and 
SeaArk were happy to be involved in the ’07 event and 
hopefully we can continue the relationship.” Other River 
Bend Catfish Tourney sponsors throughout the year 
include Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc., Cassens Bait 
& Tackle, McIntyre Construction and Bluff City Tackle. 
Without these fine sponsors there would be no River 
Bend Tournament Trail. 
 Tournament Director, Justin Wolfe, commented 
that, “This year’s trail for big catfish was truly a 
challenge for participating anglers as water fluctuations 
on our river system made it tough.  However, with three 
tournaments being held on the Mississippi and Missouri 
Rivers and two on the Illinois River, the persistence and 
knowledge of the anglers produced a lot of quality 
catches.” 
 Wolfe’s summary of the five qualifying 
tournaments is as follows: 

·  April -- Leonard Jacoby and Collin Overmeyer’s 51.3 
pounds won the kick-off on the Mississippi and the 
Missouri. 

 
·  May – The mother and son team of Vicky and Jason 

Mathenia won the Mother’s Day event, again on the  
Mississippi and Missouri, with 71.7 pounds. They 
received an added cash bonus by fishing from a 
SeaArk boat. Thanks, SeaArk Company. 

·  June – “Night time is the right time,” as Matt McIntyre 
and Rodney Foiles swept the field of 45 teams with a 
limit weighing 139.2 pounds, and big fish weighing 
59.5 pounds and also received the SeaArk bonus. 
Thanks again, SeaArk. 

·  July – Out of Hardin on the Illinois River, in the heat 
of summer, Mark Farrow’s 39 pounds was good 
enough for first place. Sorry, no SeaArk bonus winner 
this time. 

·  August – The qualifying tournament schedule was 
completed at Grafton where anglers could fish Pool 26 
of the Mississippi or the Illinois River. The team of 
Anthony Maggart and Dennis McIntyre doubled the 
weight of their nearest competition with 114.10 
pounds. SeaArk again paid a cash bonus as the pair 
fished from Tony’s SeaArk boat. 

Retired IDR Illinois Fisheries biologist, Mike 
Cochran, may have said it best, “Where these three great 
rivers meet is the best water in the country for king-size 
catfish.” 
 Congratulations to all who qualified for the 
River Bend Classic and may each enjoy continued 
success.  

See you on the water. 
  

 

The River Bend Catfish Classic 
Larry Reid  
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service in partnership with 
nine state fish and wildlife 
agencies is implementing a 
three-year pilot program to 
make it easier for hunters, 
birdwatchers, stamp 

collectors — and others who want to conserve our nation's 
wetlands — to buy Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and 
Conservation Stamps, commonly known as Duck Stamps. 
This new program, debuting Sept. 1, allows the fish and 
wildlife agencies of Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, 
Maryland, Minnesota, New York, Texas, and Wisconsin, to 
sell stamps electronically through their individual automated 
licensing systems, providing a special receipt as proof of 
purchase.  
This proof of purchase — a unique code given to the 
purchaser instantly — will be accepted as evidence of a 
Federal Duck Stamp purchase for 45 days — time enough for 
the printed stamp to arrive in the mail.  
Duck Stamp purchasers will now be able to buy an electronic 
duck stamp from these nine states' retail licensing locations, 
by telephone, or website. Every waterfowl hunter over the age 
of 16 is required to buy a Federal Duck Stamp in order to hunt 
waterfowl.  
In addition, Federal Duck Stamps provide free entry into any 
national wildlife refuge in the country that charges an entrance 
fee.  
The electronic proof of purchase will both fulfill the 
requirement for waterfowl hunters to possess the stamp, and 
allow visitors to National Wildlife Refuges gain free access. 
After the 45 days, the proof of purchase will expire and the 

purchasers must possess the paper stamp to receive its full 
benefit.  
The Federal Duck Stamp is currently available at most major 
sporting good stores selling hunting and fishing licenses,  
 
select post offices and online through the U.S. Postal Service 
and AMPLEX, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Duck 
Stamp fulfillment center.  
"This pilot program explores one way to improve service to 
duck stamp purchasers, in particular those from rural or 
remote areas," said U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service director, H. 
Dale Hall. "We are always looking for new ways to better 
serve the public, and enhance wetland conservation."  
Funds from Duck Stamp sales are a vital tool for wetland 
conservation, with 98 cents of every dollar generated used to 
purchase or lease wetland habitat for the National Wildlife 
Refuge System. Since the stamp's inception in 1934, more 
than $700 million has been raised to acquire more than 5.2 
million acres of waterfowl habitat. In 2005, more than 1.6 
million Federal Duck Stamps were sold.  
 
"The Duck Stamp program provides much needed funding for  
wetland conservation, and it is important that they are 
marketed appropriately for today's web-savvy public," said 
Matt Hogan, Executive Director of the Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies. "The E-Duck Stamp meets the needs of 
modern day hunters and stamp collectors and ensures 
continued success for wetland conservation."  
The Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2005 directed the Secretary 
of the Interior, in consultation with state management 
agencies, to conduct a three-year pilot program under which 
up to 15 states could issue electronic migratory bird hunting 
and conservation stamps. The pilot program will allow the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to evaluate the program and 
make adjustments or assess other distribution options to better 
serve stamp buyers.   ### 
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The E-Duck Stamp  
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service  

 

Illinois Police Propose to Restrict Youth Hunting 
Proposed regulation will keep youngsters out of the field 

US Sportsmen’s Alliance, October 5, 2007 
 

   Law enforcement officials in Illinois have proposed regulations that will prohibit young people from partaking in 
hunting and other firearm-related activities. 
   The Illinois State Police (ISP) has submitted a proposal to the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules (JCAR) 
that will prohibit anyone under 10 years of age from obtaining an Firearm Owners Identification Card (FOID). All 
Illinois residents who buy or possess firearms are required to have a valid FOID card. The proposal appears to be the 
department’s knee-jerk reaction to anti-hunting/anti-gun activists who responded with hysterics after reading a 
satirical article that made light of how easily a newborn could obtain a FOID. 
   The ISP’s proposal has drawn the ire of sportsmen. It denies parents of the right to decide when and how children 
get involved in hunting and shooting sports. If the age restriction is put in place, it will delay the entry of successive 
generations into the hunting heritage and lead to a decline in the sportsmen’s community. 
   “Research shows that in states with hunting age restrictions, the recruitment and retention ratio of new hunters is 
lower than in states that do not have such restrictions,” said Bud Pidgeon, USSA president. “At present, Illinois does 
not have a minimum hunting age, and we would like to see it stay that way.” 
   The JCAR is an administrative body responsible for reviewing and considering proposed regulations. Prior to 
considering proposed regulations, JCAR must observe a 45-day public comment period during which citizens may 
submit written comments. USSA will submit official comments to JCAR early next week. Illinois sportsmen should 
keep an eye to your e-mail for an action alert. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:  
Refuge Manager John Mabery 618-883-2524 

 

National Wildlife Refuge Week Brings 

Special Connection to Nature for Families 

Hearing wolves howl, tagging monarch butterflies, 
snapping pictures of soaring eagles, or just walking in 
the woods, thousands of Americans will be making a 
special connection with nature during National Wildlife 
Refuge Week October 7-13, 2007.   

The National Wildlife Refuge System, with 547 national 
wildlife refuges nationwide, protects approximately 97 
million acres of fish and wildlife habitat.  Scores of 
national wildlife refuges, including Two Rivers National 
Wildlife Refuge, are offering special programs to 
celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week.  

The week highlights the six wildlife-dependent 
recreation uses offered on national wildlife refuges:  
hunting, fishing, wildlife photography, wildlife 
observation, and environmental education and 
interpretation. The week-long celebration is also part of 
a year-long commemoration of the 100th birthday of 
pioneering conservationist and writer Rachel Carson.   

“Sixty years ago, Rachel Carson wrote that wildlife 
refuges provide a ‘release from the tensions of modern 
life,’” said U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director H. 
Dale Hall.  “They do that and more.  National wildlife 
refuges also promise outdoor adventure to children 
growing up in a digital age, whose idea of nature might 
be watching animals on television. Refuges offer the real 
thing.” 

West central Illinois residents can experience `the real 
thing’ at nearby Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge 
throughout the week-long celebration. The Refuge’s 
visitor center will be open on both weekends from 9:00 
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Members of the Great Rivers Chapter 
of Illinois Audubon Society will be on hand to greet 
Refuge visitors and to offer assistance with accessing the 
Refuge and spotting wildlife. Also, a half-day birding 
trip around parts of the Refuge will be hosted by 
members of St. Louis Audubon Society. This trip departs 
from the Gilbert Lake parking lot at 8:00 a.m. Oct. 13. 
Walking shoes, binoculars, and drinking water are 
recommended. "National Wildlife Refuge Week is a 
great time to visit a refuge. Wildlife is very active in the 
fall, making this one of the best times of the year to 

experience the beauty and drama of the outdoors," said 
John Mabery, manager of the Two Rivers wildlife refuge 
near Brussels, Illinois. Refuge lands and waters are open 
to public use during daylight hours at no cost. Consult 
with Refuge staff, or visit 
http://midwest.fws.gov/tworivers, for additional 
information about permitted public use activities.  

Last year more than 39 million people visited America’s 
national wildlife refuges.  There is at least one national 
wildlife refuge in every state.  Families in most 
metropolitan areas can find a national wildlife refuge 
less than an hour’s drive from their front doors.   

The National Wildlife Refuge System’s more than 2,500 
miles of land and water trails appeal to visitors who 
come to bird watch, fish, hunt, photograph nature, hike, 
or just to be outdoors.  Spanning 28 miles of the 
Mississippi River and the lower 9 miles of the Illinois 
River, Two Rivers refuge includes five divisions – 
Calhoun, Gilbert Lake, Batchtown, Portage Islands, and 
Apple Creek – totaling 8,500 acres. Two Rivers refuge 
functions as an important link for migratory birds that 
rest, feed, and winter along the Mississippi River 
Flyway. More than 200 different species of birds funnel 
through this important river juncture on their fall 
migration, including over 5,000,000 ducks, 100,000 
geese, and 5,000 pelicans. Over 1,000 bald eagles have 
been known to over-winter in the Two Rivers refuge 
area 

“Once people know about the great things we do, they 
flock to national wildlife refuges, whether as visitors or 
volunteers,” says National Wildlife Refuge System 
Chief Geoffrey L. Haskett.  “We welcome them, during 
National Wildlife Refuge Week, and throughout the 
year.” 

This year also marks the 10th anniversary of the National 
Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act, which 
provides guidance to the Secretary of the Interior for the 
overall management of the Refuge System. The Act 
includes a “strong and singular” wildlife conservation 
mission for the Refuge System and recognizes that six 
wildlife-dependent recreational uses, when determined 
to be compatible, are legitimate and appropriate public 
uses of the nation’s wildlife refuges. 

 

 
 
 
       


