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MWHI OFFICERS 

President 

Scott Bryant 
618-466-1836 (home) 
618-535-0151 (cell) 

Vice-President 

Bob Jones 
Area Projects Chairman 
618-498-4724 
 

Treasurer 

Larry Franklin 
618-466-2173 
 

Membership Secretary 

Mike Devening 
618-259-6181 

Correspondence Secretary 

- open position -  

Recording Secretary 

Jeremy Maggart 
618-376-9958 
 
 

MWHI DIRECTORS 
 

 

John Gineris 
Banquet Chairman 
618-786-2596 
 

Eric Rhuede 
Golf Tournament Chairman 
618-410-9853 
 

John Popov 
Legislation Chairman 
618-344-8636 
 

Duane Hahnenkamp 
Wood Duck Nest Box Chairman 
Refuge Chairman 
618-535-7053 (cell) 
 

Greg Franke 
COE Chairman 
618-396-2509 
 

Chance Funk 
618-223-0034 
 

Dave Geisler 
618-576-9845 
 

Justin Wolfe 
Carlyle Lake Area Projects Chairman 
Catfish Tournament Chairman 
618-377-0397 
 
Jeremy Arnold 
618-779-8313 
 
Adam Smith 
671-498-7010 
 
 
 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, March 5, 2007 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

Monday, April 2, 2007 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

 
Saturday, April 14, 2007 
MWHI 7 th ANNUAL  

WETLAND CONSERVATION BANQUET 
at K.C. Banquet Hall, Godfrey, IL 

For more information contact  
John Gineris at (618) 786-2596 

Monday, May 7, 2007 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

Monday, June 4, 2007 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

 
Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

 MWHI GENERAL MEETING  
at the Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 

in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 p.m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 
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Anti-Hunters Take Aim at New Hampshire's Trapping H eritage  
U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 2/12/2007 

 
New Hampshire sportsmen are being called to oppose an anti-trapping bill introduced in the state House of 
Representatives. 
 House Bill 565, sponsored by Rep. Steve Vaillancourt, R-Manchester, will ban foot hold and conibear traps. New 
Hampshire sportsmen are urged to attend the House Fish and Game Committee hearing on Feb. 22 at 10:00 AM to 
oppose the bill. The meeting will convene in Representatives Hall in the State House, 107 N. Main Street in 
Concord. 
 The prohibition of trapping will be the first step in the antis’ efforts to quell New Hampshire’s outdoor heritage. It 
will eliminate safe, humane tools for successful wildlife management and increase the risk of wildlife diseases, and 
property damage by nuisance wildlife. 
 

   
   The last ten years has seen a dramatic change in 
the sport of duck hunting. I would say the world of 
‘high tech duck hunting’ has taken over the sport, 
and personally I feel that it has been a change for 
the worse.  
   Not since the invention of smokeless gun 
powder and motorized boats has duck hunting 
seen such a big change. For the next 80 years the 
sport saw larger boats, larger motors, better ammo, 
better decoys, better clothes and duck calls. These 
things did make hunting easier for the duck 
hunter, and also helped to kill a few extra ducks. 
But none of these things had as much effect on 
duck hunting as the high tech Robo world we have 
now. 
   In January 1999, I was talking to a local duck 
hunter and he introduced me to the Robo Duck 
world. Tom told me that he had hunted ducks for 
over 40 years and that he had never seen anything 
suck in ducks like this decoy had. His next words 
were, “You can throw away your calls because if 
you get one of these, you won’t need anything else 
to kill ducks.” 
   Well, during the 2000 duck season, it sure 
seemed what Tom has said was going to be fact. I 
watched ducks fall out of the sky with no one 
calling, and some people said it even worked 
without using other decoys along with it.  
  But, during the 2001 season, it seemed like the 
Robo decoy didn’t work so well anymore. So, 
people started saying that it wouldn’t work unless 
you used 4 or 5 Robo ducks at a time. After that, it 

looked like the floodgate of high-tech duck 
hunting gadgets has been opened for good.  
    There are decoy squirters, splasher decoys, the 
flippers, the mallard magic machine and, of 
course, there is the ‘Vortex Machine.’ If you did 
not have most, if not all, of these gadgets, then it 
was your own fault for not killing as many ducks 
as the big boys.    
   Thirty-five years ago when I first started 
waterfowl hunting, all you needed was a gun, a 
couple dozen decoys and maybe a boat, depending 
where you hunted. Today, if you don’t have all 
these gadgets, you are labeled as not being a true 
duck hunter.  
   I thought the true heritage of a duck hunter was 
to experience nature while bagging a few ducks. 
Instead, today’s true duck hunter will use every 
gadget he can  so that he can brag about how 
many ducks he can kill in a day or in a season. 
   Before last season started, I say that companies 
like Mac’s Prairie Wings were advertising corn 
scent to pour into a decoy spread. When I made a 
comment about this new scent to another hunter, 
he told me he called the supply house for more 
information on the stuff but was told that the 
manufacturer was already sold out of it for this 
year. So, my guess is that duck corn scent will be 
the next chunk we all will have to buy.  
   Maybe it’s because I am getting older, but by the 
time I run after all this high-tech gear, duck 
hunting sure doesn’t seem to be as much fun as it 
used to be. 

# 

NEW AGE DUCK HUNTING  
Duane Hahnenkamp 
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REPORT ON THE COOK 
COUNTY ASSAULT 

WEAPONS BAN  
 ISRA,  Richard A. Pearson  

On November 14th, 2006, the Cook County Board 
passed an amendment to the Cook County “Assault 
Weapons” ban. As you may recall, in July of 2006 
this amendment was stopped, at that time, the Cook 
County Board tabled the amendment. On November 
14th, 2006 the amendment was removed from the 

table and voted on. By bringing forth the amendment 
in this way, only a few insiders could have known that 
it was coming up and would be voted on. The push for 
this amendment was spearheaded by Larry Suffredin, a 
lobbyist for the Illinois Council Against Handgun 
Violence, a local gun control organization with 
connections to national anti-gun organizations, 
including the Violence Policy Center and the Brady 
Campaign.  
 
I urge all gun owners to call their Cook County 
Commissioner and tell them you oppose this ordinance 
and you want it overturned. Below you will find a list 
of Cook County Commissioners and their phone 
numbers. Please call them today. Your County Board 
district is listed on your Voter’s Registration Card. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441  Fax: 217-854-5311 
 
Sen. Frank Watson – 51st District 
Tel: 618-664-9108 E-mail: watson@gvc.net 
 
Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 
Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 
Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 
Sen. David Luechtfeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 
Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 
Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 
Rep. Kurt Granberg – 107th District 
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 
Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Wyvetter Younge – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-1691  
 
Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 
Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Costello  -  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 
Durbin  -  dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 

Barack Obama – http://obama.senate.gov 
 
Shimkus  -  http://www.house.gov/shimkus 
 

News Bits IDNR: 
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2006 Season Information  
   The 2006 central zone waterfowl season was 60 days 
in length. Opening day was Saturday, October 28, and 
ended on Tuesday, December 26, 2005. Shooting hours 
were one half hour before sunrise to sunset statewide. 
There was a special 2-day youth hunt on Saturday and 
Sunday, October 21st and 22nd. 
   Bag limit for the 2006 season was a six bird daily 
limit. In Illinois, the daily limit allowed only one black 
duck, canvasback and pintail. There was a daily limit 
of two for redheads, wood ducks and scaup. The 
Mallard limit was four, of which only two could be 
hens. 
   
 2006 Weather Conditions 
   The majority of the State of Illinois saw a return to 
more normal moisture levels this year.  
   Southern Illinois received above normal rainfall 
while portions of west-central Illinois remained on the 
brink of drought conditions. Once again in our corner 
of the world there was no over the bank flooding on 
either the Illinois or the Mississippi River.  
   Although we did not experience flooding, the flows 
on the Mississippi River were adequate to maintain 
Batchtown pool in a draw down condition for almost a 
full two and one-half months (early April through mid 
June). 
 
Population Status 
   In the Waterfowl Breeding Population and Habitat 
Survey traditional survey areas, the total duck 
population estimate was 36.2 million birds. This was 
14% greater than last year’s estimate of 31.7 million 
birds and 9% above the 1955-2005 long-term average.   
    Mallard abundance was 7.3 million birds, which was 
similar to last year’s estimate of 6.8 million birds and 
to the long-term average.  
   Blue-winged teal abundance was 5.9 million birds. 
This value was 28% greater than last year’s estimate of 
4.6 million birds and 30% above the long-term 
average.  
   The estimated abundance of green-winged teal, 2.6 
million birds, was 20% greater than last year and 39% 
above the long-term average.  
   The estimated number of gadwall, 2.8 million, was 
30% greater than last year and was 67% above the 
long-term average. The estimated number of redheads, 
0.9 million, increased 55% relative to 2005 and was 
47% above the long-term average. 

   The canvasback estimate, 0.7 million, was 33% 
higher than last year’s and was 23% higher than the 
long-term average. 
   The northern shoveler estimate, 3.7 million, was 
similar to last year’s and 69% above the long-term 
average.  
   Although estimates for most species increased 
relative to last year and were greater than their long-
term averages, American widgeon (2.2 million), and 
scaup (3.2 million) estimates were unchanged relative 
to 2005, but remained 17% and 37% below their long-
term averages, respectively. The estimate for scaup 
was a record low for the second consecutive year. The 
Northern pintail (3.4 million) estimate was 18% below 
its 1955-2005 average, although this year’s estimate 
was 32% greater than that of last year. 
   The total May pond estimate was 6.1 million ponds. 
This was 13% greater than last year’s estimate of 5.4 
million and 26% higher than the long-term average of 
4.8 million ponds.  
   The projected mallard fall flight index was 9.8 
million, similar to the 2005 estimate of 9.3 million 
birds.  
 
Aerial Census 
 
Date Illinois River Mississippi River 
09/06/06 16,305 6,915 
09/14/06 14,400 9,655 
09/25/06 11,895 1,345 
10/19/06 95,965 70,555 
10/24/06 108,265 101,575 
11/01/06 227,550 241,480 
11/08/06 210,430 232,015 
11/13/06 166,715 231,060 
11/22/06 175,795 247,290 
11/27/06 262,020 298,545 
12/13/06 84,435 110,520 
12/18/06 72,610 138,305 
12/26/06 72,610 143,485 
01/02/07 36,235 87,020 
 
Peak population levels were observed on the 
November 27th census on both the Illinois and 
Mississippi River. While the population levels 
observed this year were dramatically lower than 2005, 
most areas experienced record harvest levels.  

 
Continued on page 1 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER AREA 

2006 WATERFOWL SEASON REPORT 
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MRA Habitat Condition  
   The drought like conditions for 2006 provided the 
opportunity for excellent habitat conditions across all 
areas. In most cases, the low river levels allowed for 
gravity draining of the management areas. The 
draining was conducted in a timely fashion, allowing 
for the development of tremendous moist soil 
vegetation.  
   There was no need to do any aerial seeding of grain; 
however, there was an aerial application of 2 4 D to 
control cocklebur (approximately 300 acres treated). 
The low river levels also provided the opportunity to 
plant corn in three waterfowl rest areas. The following 
is a breakdown by area of the habitat conditions: 
Michael Bottoms – drained by gravity, 70% to 80% 
stand of “pink top” smart weed with some nut sedge, 
barnyard grass and primrose in water pockets which 
drain via evaporation. 
Hurricane Island – gravity drained, a mixture of 
barnyard grass and nut sedge. 
Diamond Island – gravity drained, a great stand of 
barnyard grass, mixed in was some nut sedge, and 
smartweed in the lake bed. We sprayed cocklebur, 
approximately 25 acres with ground equipment. Food 
plots of corn and milo were planted in the old 
agricultural field on the island.  
Godar Refuge – gravity drained then pumped to finish 
total drainage. In the main lake and above the phase 
one levee, there was a rank stand of barnyard grass. 
Planted large blocks of Round-up Ready corn, then 
post planting applied a round-up / 2 4 D mix over the 
planted blocks. The remaining blocks of barnyard grass 
was ground sprayed with 2 4 D for cocklebur. The 
phase two compartment was planted with Round-up 
Ready corn, approximately 45 acres, and the rest of the 
field was planted to millet, some buckwheat and winter 
wheat.  
   There was a problem with volunteer corn from last 
year in the phase two compartment. This was Liberty 
Link corn, so we were able to spray with round up, 
which killed the Liberty Link corn and did not impact 
the Round-up Ready corn that was planted this year. 
The Illinois History Survey, as part of a three year 
study, evaluated the production of seed from the moist 
soil plants on Diamond Island, Michael Bottoms, and 
Godar Refuge.  
Helmbold Slough – area drained via evaporation, 50% 
to 60% stand of nodding smartweed mixed with nut 
sedge and barnyard grass.  
Glades – gravity drained, 20% to 25% stand of 
nodding smartweed, a mix of barnyard grass, spangle 
top, nut sedge and some Walters millet. In 2005, 
cocklebur and wild cucumber vine reached noxious 
levels.  In 2006, we made cleaning up these noxious 
invasions a mission. In 2005 we drained the water off 

earlier then normal at the request of the hunters who 
wanted to plant supplemental food plots. The first step 
taken to counter the noxious weed problem was to 
delay the draw down until mid-June. The area was 
continuously monitored for appearance of cocklebur 
germination. Once germination was well established, 
the area was sprayed from the air with 2 4 D, which 
was in July. About three weeks later in August, 
resistant spots were sprayed with another round 2 4 D 
with a tractor. Then, in late August, the largest patches 
of marsh smart weed were sprayed by tractor with 
round-up. Large quantities of excellent moist soil 
plants were mowed off to show more water at their 
blinds. In some cases, the plants were turned under so 
the blind builders could plant food plots around their 
blind site. In the end, it all amounted to a lot of feed 
being lost.  
Fuller Lake – In 2005, the quota for the central zone 
was reached one day after duck season ended. This 
allowed draining to begin on January 4th. The lake was 
drained to an elevation of 420.0. This draining had a 
dual purpose. First, by draining in winter, if there were 
heavy ice, the fish that were present would freeze out. 
The second objective was to allow the lake to fill with 
runoff from the watershed, which would be cleaner 
than flood water and the depth would be controllable. 
The ultimate goal was to have shallow, clear fish free 
water to see if the submersed aquatic communities 
could become re-established. The experiment was 
successful. Early huge beds of sago pond weed 
flourished in Fuller and Upper Swan lakes. The lower 
water levels exposed most of Beaver Pond and large 
sections of the shoreline in Fuller Lake and a narrow 
ban of bank on Upper Swan Lake. Beaver Pond had a 
great stand of barnyard grass and nodding smart weed 
with a mixture of nut sedge and spangle top. The 
exposed bank in Fuller and Upper Swan lakes had a 
great stand of barnyard grass, nut sedge, Walters millet 
and bidden’s. The lake level was declining through 
evaporation, so the pump was set up and fresh water 
added periodically to maintain the submersed 
communities. By mid-June, huge beds of coontail 
added to the diversity of the submersed communities. 
Overall, the food conditions were excellent. The three 
borrow pits were disked and planted to Jap millet and 
buckwheat.  
Stump Lake Complex – with the goose season closing 
so early, there was the same opportunity to try and 
promote the submersed aquatic communities at Stump 
Lake Complex. During the first week of January, the 
control gates on Fowler and Flat lakes were closed. 
The three tubes on Lower Stump were opened and the 
stop logs were removed from one side of the fish 
passage. Upper, Lower, Long and Deep lakes were 

Continued on page 13 
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drained to 420.0. The stop logs were installed between 
the Upper and Lower Stump lakes and Long Lake. The 
tubes from Fowler and Flat were then opened, filling 
Long and Deep lakes. This left Upper and Lower 
Stump at 420.0, while the rest of the complex was at 
421.1. In April we saw small beds of curly leaf pond 
weed.  
   We toured both Upper and Lower Stump with go-
devil on May 22. Upper Stump water was crystal clear 
with sago beds starting everywhere, and coverage was 
at least 75%. In the back of the prairie, there were beds 
of southern and brittle niaid. Many clumps of curly leaf 
and large areas of lotus were in the floating stage. The 
water in Lower Stump was crystal clear. The west side 
was 100% covered with beds of mostly brittle niaid 
with some southern niaid. The rest of the lake had large 
clumps of curly leaf, huge beds of lotus in the floating 
stage, with sago showing up all over the lake. In early 
July another tour was made. While some of the sage 
had browned out, there were still new sago beds 
developing and in the lotus, which was now in the erect 
state, there was a rank stand of coontail. As 
evaporation worked on the lakes, the bank line was 
exposed. A diverse assortment of moist soil plants 
developed. 
    Flat and Fowler lakes were gravity drained to river 
level through Long Lake fish passage structure. Pumps 
were set up and both lakes were de-watered by 
approximately 90%. The areas provided a great crop of 
moist soil plants, dominated by wild millet and Walters 
millet. 
   The Crull Impoundment was planted with long 
season Burris seed, which was donated to IDNR. The 
area was treated with Ladox for control of nut sedge 
and liquid nitrogen was side dressed. The crop did very 
well; however, it was so tall that there was a concern 
the water level would be adequate for the feeding 
waterfowl to reach the ears. Judging by the duck use of 
the rest area for the entire season, the height of the ears 
was not a problem.  
   The Dan Hudgins rest area was disked for weed 
control and to promote a stand of volunteer buckwheat. 
Jap millet was broad cast in the borrow areas and fresh 
buckwheat seed was planted on approximately 50% of 
the fields. Germination was poor and weeds became a 
problem, so the entire buckwheat crop was disked 
under and the area was planted to wheat. 
Calhoun Point – without over bank flooding, the site 
drained and evaporated to reach river level. This also 
accommodated the ongoing EMP construction. Where 
mud flats were exposed, there was great moist soil 
production. Species included nut sedge, barnyard grass, 
Walters millet and some spangle top. 
Rip Rap Landing –  Mississippi River was reacting to 
normal or above rain fall in Iowa and parts of 

Minnesota, hence pool 25 went into draw down mode 
from early April until mid-June. Since Rip Rap is 
located above the hinge point of pool 25, Waverly 
Lake remained in a full status. Summer locally was 
dry, causing the lake to evaporate but at a very slow 
rate. While the lake actually was 80% to 90% dry, it 
was late August and re-filling needed to begin. The 
time period was too short to get germination on most 
of the dried lake bed. The developed wetland west of 
Waverly Lake was planted to Jap millet and 
buckwheat, but neither crop produced much seed die to 
the late planting date. The areas which were exposed 
earlier had a great moist soil stand, dominated by wild 
millet and smart weed. 
Heritage division agreed to fund a project to try to 
establish wild rice in some of the waters at Rip Rap. 
Stratified seed and started plants were purchased from 
Forrest Keeling Nursery. Most of the seed was spread 
in the largest water body within the Sny levee district 
(where blind 31 is located). This was viewed as the 
most stable water and protected from flooding by the 
Mississippi River. The problem with this location was 
when the Sny levee district pumped the ditches down 
in Spring/Summer, then with a dry summer most of 
this water body dried up this year before germination 
could occur. Approximately two dozen potted starts 
were planted in the shallow sloughs which lie south of 
the Waverly Lake access road. Most of these plants 
grew well and made multiple flower spikes. As the 
summer evaporation drained the lake, these areas 
became dry. As we have learned, the wild rice needs to 
have its feet wet, hence these plants died before seed 
was made. We will continue to look for locations that 
can potentially support a wild rice planting. 
In late July, Division of Wildlife staff set up a meeting 
with NRCS to discuss the WRP construction on the 
Rust Land property. We wanted to discuss how it was 
engineered, since according to the plans the give 
elevations would not allow the water to flow to 
function. At the meeting, NRCS stated that their 
elevations were off and that they would have to re-
establish some bench mark elevations. We were also 
concerned with the erosion on several of the earth 
berms and the sizing of the water control structures. 
The DNR and NARCS also needed to develop a 
management plan for the property. Agreement was 
reached that DNR would do some mowing in January 
so NARCS could establish some new elevations and do 
some redesign on some of the structures. The first 
consideration for whatever funding was still available 
would be the construction repairs and any remaining 
funds would be available for plantings to achieve the 
management objectives. To assure that there is 
adequate funds, a funding request for $50,000 from  

Continued on page 15 
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State Duck Stamp funds was requested.  
Food plots of milo and corn were planted in the fields 
inside the drainage district and in the fields out at the 
river 
Red’s Landing – since this site is located below the 
hinge point of pool 25, this site lost water through 
evaporation. While the main lake held its own, the 
areas around the bank line supported moist soil plants. 
In the walk-in area about 50% of the water bodies went 
dry and supported good moist soil plant development. 
In some of the remaining ponds submersed aquatic 
plants became established – the most abundant was 
coontail.  
Batchtown – flows on the Mississippi River were 
adequate to put pool 25 on tilt, it supported 
environmental pool management from early April 
through mid June. A combination of the time and the 
duration created conditions for a robust crop of smart 
weed. The crop was dominated by nodding smart weed 
with some wild millet and nut sedge. Overall, the moist 
soil production was excellent.  
Once again the Batchtown Sportsmen’s Club paid to 
have Titus Hollow rest area planted Round-Up Ready 
corn. Site staff sprayed the corn once for reduction of 
weed competition. The given dry conditions hurt the 
production of the corn, but ducks heavily used the rest 
area for several weeks. Batchtown Sportsmen’s Club 
and Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. shared the cost 
to remove approximately six acres of willow 
encroachment, which will be sprayed and planted with 
prairie cord grass this spring. There are some funds 
remaining from the Habitat Stamp project to establish 
the prairie plantings at Batchtown. These funds will 
cover the cord grass planting as well as purchase seed 
for planting this spring after the controlled burn.  
Status of Projects 2006 
    Funding to complete Phase II, EMP HREP at 
Calhoun Point was received this year. The contractor 
was able to complete construction prior to the 
beginning of duck season, only a few tests for 
‘substantial completion inspection’ were completed in 
early November. The new pump station was completed 
in time for the site to use that pump to fill Calhoun 
Point this year. This is a great improvement for 
efficient site operations. Funding has been approved 
for Batchtown EMP HREP-Phase 3A. The Corps of 
Engineers has adopted new contracting regulations, 
requiring the final phase to be divided into three 
segments. This phase will cover construction of the 
closing structure and the Obermyer gate. St. Louis 
District office is presently working on securing the 

flood way permit from IDNR Office of Water 
Resources. Construction is planned to begin in early 
spring. 
   In a joint project with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service – Swan Lake staff, repairs were made to 600 
feet of levee between Swan and Fuller lakes. The 
Service provided an excavator, bulldozer and truck and 
driver. Hot shot crew contributed two dump trucks and 
one driver. The site provided a truck driver and three 
equipment operators. Once the dirt work was 
completed, the Service funded purchase of bedding 
rock and rip rap for the repair sections of the levee.  
 At the Stump Lake Complex, several maintenance 
projects were completed. The sides of both of the 
concrete stop log structures on Long Lake were rebuilt 
and rock protection was added. Section of levee 
between Upper Stump and Long Lake was repaired 
and rock protection was installed. Repairs were made 
to 900 feet of levee between Flat and Long lakes, 
utilizing the 320 excavator from the Service. 
 At Helmbold Slough, the Service’s bulldozer was used 
to repair the access road to the water control structure 
and pump station. Disked and began leveling the 
dredge spoil containment areas at Calhoun Point to 
make these areas functional moist soil units. 
In July, wildlife and site staff met with NARCS to 
discuss issues with the WARP development project. It 
looks like a resolution may be at hand. Made 
application for funding to complete three small wetland 
development projects from State Duck Stamp funds.      

 
 

Continued on page 16 
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HARVEST INFORMATION FOR THE COMBINED CHECK STATION AREAS 
  The opening day harvest was 1,700 birds, which represented 7% of the total season harvest. 
 

Mississippi River Area Combined Areas 
 2004 2005 2006 1966-2006 average 

Hours 75,655.5 87,512.5 98,165 87,180 
Ducks 10,555 17,157 24,266 13,989 
Hunters 13,417 15,049 16,559 15,148 
D/H Ratio .79 1.14 1.47 .92 
Hrs/Duck 7.17 5.10 4.05 6.23 

 
    The combined check station areas hosted 16,559 hunters, which was a 10% increase from 2005 and 9% above the 
long-term average. They harvested 24,266 ducks, which was a 41% increase from last year and a 74% increase from 
the average. Hours hunted 98,165 were up 12% from 2005 and 13% above the long term. The bird per man average of 
1.47 was considerably higher than the 1.14 from last season and well above the .92 long term average. The bird 
harvested per hour hunted was substantially lower than the previous season and the average.  
   The 2006 season was a year of records. The 24,266 birds harvested is the best on record and beat the previous record 
of 22,537 set in 2000. The 1.47 bird per man average is the highest overall for the combined areas and the 4.05 hours 
hunted per bird harvested is the lowest in the 1966 to 2005 period.  
   On the combined check station areas 13,131 mallards were harvested, which represented 54.1% of the total harvest. 
Gadwall were second with 3,109 for 12.8%. Ringnecks made third with 1,528, which was 6.3%. Green-winged teal 
with 1,419 at 5.85% was fourth. These were the only species that made up more than 5% of the total harvest 
 

Mississippi River Area 2006 Mallard Harvest 
Weekly 
Time 
Period 

Hunter 
Numbers 

Mallard 
Harvest 

Mallard 
Per Day 

Weekly 
Time 
Period 

Hunter 
Numbers 

Mallard 
Harvest 

Mallard 
Per Day 

10/28 to 
10/39 

1,440 752 376.0 11/27 to 
12/3 

1,847 2,148 306.9 

10/30 to 
11/5 

2,623 2,596 370.9 12/4 to 
12/10 

982 833 119.0 

11/6 to 
11/12 

2,365 1,419 202.7 12/11 to  
12/17 

1,407 1,076 153.7 

11/13 to  
11/29 

2,135 1,834 262.0 12/18 to 
12/24 

1,438 1,132 161.7 

11/20 to 
11/26 

1,988 1,120 160.0 12/25 to 
12/26 

334 221 110.5 

 
    

Sex Composition of Mallard Harvest 
 Batchtown Calhoun 

Point  
Glades        
12 Mile  

Godar 
Diamond 

Stump 
Lake  

   MRA 

Drakes 2,332 866 1,129 1,852 2,395 8,574 
Hens 1,145 467 618 1,064 1,263 4,557 
%Drakes 67% 65% 65% 64% 65% 65% 
%Hens 33% 35% 35% 36% 36% 35% 

 

   The total mallard harvest for the 2006 season was 13,131 birds. During the first thirty days the daily average mallard 
harvest was 257.4. The daily average mallard harvest during the last thirty days of the season was 180.3. In the first 
half of the season a total of 7,721 mallards were harvested and a total of 5,410 mallards were taken in the last half. 
   There were 8,574 drakes and 4,557 hens, which represents 65% and 35%, respectively. The highest drake to hen 
ratio was at Batchtown with a 67% / 33% split.  

   Continued on page 17 



 10 

 

HARVEST INFORMATION BY AREA  
 

Batchtown 
 2004 2005 2006 1966-2006 ave. 

Hours 18,519 21,338 23,930 26,993 
Ducks 2,702 4,421 6,720 4,432 
Hunters 3,020 3,305 3,734 4,477 
D/H Ratio .89 1.34 1.80 .99 
Hrs/Duck 6.85 4.83 3.56 6.09 

   

   During the 2006 season at Batchtown 3,734 hunters harvested 6,720 birds, which qualified as the 6th best harvest 
since 1966, with a bird per man average of 1.8. Hunter numbers were up 13% and harvest was up 52% from 2005. This 
was a reduction of 17% in hunters and a 52% increase in harvest over the long term. The 1.8 bird per man average is 
the best ever season average, exceeding 2005 by more than one half of a bird per man and the long term by .8 birds per 
man. Hours hunted was12% above last season and was 11% below the long term. The 3.56 hours hunted per bird 
harvested was the lowest ever recorded, beating the previous season by 1.3 hours and the long term by 2.5 hours. 
 

Species Total No. Percent 
Mallard 3,477 51.7% 
Scaup 655 9.8% 
GWT 501 7.5% 
Ringneck 464 6.9% 
Gadwall  447 6.7% 
 
 
 
 
 

Calhoun Point  
 2004 2005 2006 1966-2006 ave. 
Hours 11,691 12,915 12,577 10,212 
Ducks 1,906 2,004 2,927 1,406 
Hunters 2,260 2,193 2,442 1,927 
D/H Ratio .84 0.91 1.20 .73 
Hrs/Duck 6.13 6.44 4.30 7.26 

 

   During the 2006 season, Calhoun Point hosted 2,442 hunters who spent 12,577 hours hunting, resulting in 
a harvest of 2,927 ducks, which is a tie for the record best single year harvest. The bird per man average of 
1.2 is the third highest, exceeding last season’s of .82 and the long term average by almost one half of a bird 
per man. Hunter numbers, hours and harvest increased by 8%, 8% and 58% respectively from the 2005 
season. When comparing the 2006 season to the long term average, hunter numbers were up 27%, hours 
were up 23% and harvest was increased by 108%. The bird harvest per hour hunted decreased by 2 hours 
from last year and was 3 hours below the average, making this the lowest bird per hour on record.  
 
 

Species Total No. Percent 
Mallard 1,333 45.4% 
Gadwall 782 26.7% 
Wood Duck 188 6.4% 
 
 
 
 

Continued on page 18 

The 2006 harvest consisted of 51.7% 
mallards, 9.8% scaup, (this is the only area 
where this species exceeded 5%), 7.5% green 
winged teal, 6.9% ringneck and 6.7% 
gadwall. All other species were individually 
less than 5% of the total harvest.  

The 2006 harvest consisted of 45.4% 
mallards, 26.7% gadwalls and 6.4% 
wood ducks. This was the only area 
where this species exceeded %5. All 
other species were individually less 
than 5% of the total. 
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Glades 12-Mile 
 2004 2005 2006 1966-2006 ave. 
Hours 12,254 12,915 14,350 11,444 
Ducks 1,425 2,004 3,157 1,591 
Hunters 2,131 2,193 2,386 2,079 
D/H Ratio .67 0.91 1.32 .77 
Hrs/Duck 8.60 6.44 4.55 7.19 

    
The season harvest at the Glades of 3,157 was a 59% increase from 2005 and a 98% increase over the 

long term average and is the best harvest on record. The 1.3 bird per man average is the best recorded in the 
1966 to 2005 data. It exceeds both the previous season and the average by one half bird per man. Hunter 
numbers were up 6% from last year and up 15% over the long term. Hours increased 23% from last year and 
up 25% from the long term average. The hours hunted per bird harvested decreased from both 2005 and the 
average respectively and is the second lowest level hours per bird at this site.  
 

Species Total No. Percent 
Mallard 1,747 55.3% 
Gadwall 342 10.8% 
Ringneck 247 7.8% 
GWT 222 7.0% 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Godar Diamond 
 2004 2005 2006 1966-2006 ave. 
Hours 16,132 17,107 21,113 18,018 
Ducks 2,402 4,714 4,907 3,381 
Hunters 2,611 2,969 3,160 3,020 
D/H Ratio .92 1.59 1.55 1.12 
Hrs/Duck 6.72 3.63 4.30 5.33 

 

   During the 2006 season, the harvest of 4,907 was a 4% increase from last year and 45% above the long 
term. Hunter numbers were up 6% and hours hunted up 23% from the 2005 season. In comparison to the 
long term average, hunter numbers were up 5% and hours were up 17%. The 1.55 bird per man average in 
2006 was well above both the previous season and the average. This bird per man average was the fifth 
highest on record for this area. The hours hunted per bird harvested increased from 2005 and decreased from 
the long term by one hour. This season ranked as the sixth best year since 1966.  
 
 
Species Total No. Percent 
Mallard 2,916 59.4% 
Ringneck 394 8.0% 
Gadwall 314 6.4% 
Pintail 250 5.1% 
 
 
 

Continued on page 19 

The 2005 harvest consisted of 59.4% 
mallards (the highest percent of any area), 
8.0% ringneck, 6.4% gadwall and 5.1% 
pintail (this is the only area where this 
species exceeded 5%).  All other species 
were individually less than 5% of the 
season total.  

The 2006 harvest consisted of 55.3% 
mallards, 10.8% gadwall, 7.8% ringneck and  
green winged teal 7.0%. All other species 
were individually less than 5% the total 
harvest. 
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Stump Lake 
 2004 2005 2006 1966-2006 ave. 
Hours 17,059.5 22,512 26,196 20,404 
Ducks 2,120 4,166 6,554 3,141 
Hunters 3,395 4,250 4,837 3,641 
D/H Ratio .65 0.98 1.36 .86 
Hrs/Duck 8.05 5.40 4.00 6.50 

 

   The harvest was up 57%, hunter numbers increased 14% and hours hunted were 16% higher than 2005. 
The 1.36 bird per man average was well above last season and the long term. In comparison to the long term 
averages, 2006 saw an across the board increase for ducks up 108%, hunters up 33% and hours up 28%. The 
hours hunted per bird harvested decreased from 2005 and was 2.5 hours below the long term. This was a year 
for breaking records at Stump Lake. The 6,554 bird harvest is the best on record. This season also saw the 
best bird per man average and the lowest number of hours hunted per bird harvested in the 1966 to 2006 
period. 
 
Species Total No. Percent 
Mallard 3,658 55.8% 
Gadwall 1,224 18.7% 
GWT 342 5.2% 

 
 
 
2006 Goose Season 
    
The central zone Canada goose season opened with duck season on Saturday, October 28th for nine days. 
Season then closed for 18 days and re-opened on November 23 and closed January 31. Hunting hours were 
one half hour before sunrise to sunset with a daily bag limit of two (2) with a possession limit of four (4). 
This year the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service allowed Illinois to eliminate the “quota” zones. This eliminated 
the “goose cards” and call-in procedure. The Illinois Canada goose season is now based strictly on a number 
of days. The elimination of the quotas changed the possession limit from ten (10) to four (4). 
   The central zone dates for white-fronted geese were the same as the Canada goose season. Daily bag limit 
of one (1) with a possession limit of two (2). Shooting hours are one half hour before sunrise till sunset. 
   Snow/Blue  and Ross geese in the central zone opened on opening day of duck season and ran through 
January 31, 2007 with a daily limit of twenty (20) and unlimited possession. Shooting hours were one half 
hour before sunrise to sunset. 
   The following chart reflects the goose harvest as recorded at the check station areas during the duck 
season: 

Goose Harvest at Check Station Areas October 28th  to December 26th, 2005 
Species Batchtown Calhoun 

Point 
Glades Godar 

Diamond 
Stump Lake Totals 

Canada 110 86 60 78 127 461 
Snow/Blue 9 1 2 4 4 20 
White Front 12 0 3 11 7 33 
Totals 131 87 65 93 138 514 
 

 The Stump Lake area had the highest number of geese harvested, while Batchtown was close second. The trend in 
harvest of white fronted geese is slowly increasing annually. 

Continued on page 20 

The 2006 harvest consisted of  55.8% mallards 
(while this was not the highest percentage of all 
the areas, this was the highest total number for 
an area),  18.7% gadwall (this was the highest 
number and percentage at an area), and 5.2% 
green winged teal. All other species were 
individually less than 5% of the total. 
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Special Seasons for 2006 
 
   There was a special early Canada goose season, fifteen (15) days, from September 1st to September 15th. 
Shooting hours were one half hour before sunrise till sunset. Daily bag limit was two (2) with a possession 
limit of four (4). 
  The early teal season was sixteen (16) days this year. Opening day was September 9th with a closing date of 
September 24th. Shooting hours were sunrise till sunset, with a daily bag limit of four (4) and a possession 
limit of eight (8). 
  A youth waterfowl hunting weekend was offered once again. In the central zone the youth hunt was held 
October 21st and 22nd. Hours of hunting were one half hour before sunrise till sunset. Bag limits were the 
same as during regular waterfowl season this year. 
   The special conservation order light goose season was offered again this year. Immediately following the 
close of the Canada goose season (January 31, 2007) the conservation order begins. Season will run through 
March 31, 2007 with shooting hours one half hour before sunrise to one half hour after sunset. Unplugged 
shotguns and electronic calling devices are allowed. There are no daily bag or possession limits during the 
conservation order.  
The following chart reflects the record harvest during the youth hunt this year: 
  

2005 Youth Waterfowl Hunt Days October 22nd  and 23rd  
 Stump 

Lake 
 Glades Godar Rip 

Rap 
Red’s Fuller Batch-

town 
Calh.
Point 

Total 

Mallard Drake 27 11 24 9 7 2 15 N 95 
Mallard Hen 17 11 11 1 6 1 7 O 54 
Gadwall 91 31 10 13 6 78 5  234 
Widgeon 7 1 4 3  9 3 D 27 
Pintail  1 4   1 3 A 9 
GWT 20 37 14 19  5 12 T 107 
BWT 22 18 9 2  6 2 A 59 
Shoveler 23 27 17  3 5 3  78 
Ringneck  5 4 2 1 4 2  18 
Wood Duck 10 13 14 9 2 6 1  55 
Ruddy  5   1    6 
Black Duck  4 3      7 
Redhead  5 1      16 
Scaup 2  1   1 2  6 
Cans 1     1   2 
TOTAL Ducks 220 169 116 58 26 119 65  773 
TOTAL Hunters 89 49 85 25 22 40 49  359 
Ducks/Hunter 2.47 3.45 1.36 2.32 1.18 2.98 1.33  2.16 
Cripples 20 26 7 0 0 15 15  83 
Coots 7 7 19 4 0 0 15  52 
Geese 1 0 2 0 0 2 0  5 
 
  The most ducks were harvested at Stump Lake while the best bird per man average came from the Glades. Four 
different areas exceeded a two bird per man average, resulting in a 2 bird per man average for the combined areas. 
Once again Calhoun Point chooses to destroy records for whatever reason … it is a great way for our youth to learn by 
example.  

Continued on page 21 
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Duck Hunters break single blind record 
 

 
 

Greg Scott, Kevin Scott, Kevin’s son Derek, Ron Stanley, Scott Bryant and Norman Brown  
The group bagged 1,115 ducks out of blind 236 at Stump Lake 

Season Summary 
    
   The 2006 season was a season of records. The 
combined check station areas turned in a record 
harvest of 24,266 ducks, the highest harvest on 
record. The period of record is solid from 1966 to 
date, except 1993 when we didn’t operate check 
stations.  
   Stump Lake and Glades both set new record 
high harvests while Calhoun Point tied with their 
best year. Godar and Batchtown both had their 
sixth best year, putting all areas in the top ten. The 
combined areas also turned in the best bird per 
man average and lowest number of hours hunted 
per bird harvested,  
   On an individual basis Batchtown, Stump Lake 
and Glades all reported the highest bird per man 
average. Batchtown, Calhoun Point and Glades all 
enjoyed the lowest number of hours hunted per 
bird harvested. 
   Another record that was broken was the highest 

harvest for an individual blind. Blind 236 on 
Stump Lake harvested 1.115 ducks, beating the 
previous single blind high of 793 set in the early 
1980’s in blind 87 at Batchtown. The previous 
record for a single blind at Stump Lake was 615, 
which was broken twice this season, of course 
blind 236 and also blind 260 with a harvest of 670 
ducks. 
    This season will be one of great memories for 
many. In my memory banks will be what I call my 
quote of the year) I try to single out one each 
year). All areas were having great success with 
record numbers, and by all criteria it was a 
GREAT season. About five weeks into the season 
when we were looking at December ice coming, 
the comment was made,”can you imagine what it 
will be like when they get here?” I can only guess 
they were looking forward to shooting some 
Golden eyes!   
 

#### 
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Illinois Deer Hunters Harvest Nearly 200,000 in 2006-07  
According to Preliminary Data 

��������	
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REMEMBER! 
 

MWHI 7 th ANNUAL  
WETLAND CONSERVATION BANQUET 

 

April 14, 2007 
K.C. Banquet Hall, Godfrey, IL 

For more information and reservations contact John Gineris at (618) 786-2596 
 

 

Deer hunting concludes with Late-Winter, Special 
CWD Seasons 
 
SPRINGFIELD, IL – The 2006-07 Illinois deer 
seasons have concluded with hunters taking a 
preliminary total of 197,287 deer.  

Hunters participating in the Late-Winter Antlerless-
only Deer Season last weekend took 9,075 deer in the 
67 counties open for the season. The harvest during the 
Special CWD deer hunt in five northern Illinois 
counties totaled 625. Both the Late-Winter and Special 
CWD seasons were conducted Jan. 12-14. 

Archery hunters in Illinois harvested a preliminary 
statewide total of 65,170 deer during the 2006-07 
archery deer season which began last Oct. 1 and 
concluded on Jan. 11. 

The updated preliminary harvest total for the Illinois 
Firearm Deer Season last fall (Nov. 17-19 and Nov. 
30-Dec. 3) was 115,379, while hunters took 5,939 deer 
during the Illinois Muzzleloader-only Deer Season 
(Dec. 8-10). 

The preliminary harvest total from the Youth Firearm 
Deer Season last Oct. 7-8 was 1,099 deer.  

“We are pleased with our deer season harvest totals 
and want to thank hunters in Illinois for their support 
of our deer herd management and hunting programs,” 
said Illinois Department of Natural Resources Forest 

Wildlife Program Manager Paul Shelton. “The 
preliminary archery harvest total tells us hunters in 
Illinois last fall and early this winter enjoyed plenty of 
good deer hunting opportunity in all parts of the state. 
Wet and icy weather in many parts of the state may 
have been factors during the Late-Winter season, but 
harvest still topped last year’s total.” 

The preliminary archery harvest total for the 2006-07 
season compares with a statewide archery deer harvest 
of 66,581 during the 2005-06 season. 

The preliminary harvest for the Late-Winter season in 
2006 was 5,128.  

During the 2006-07 archery season, the top five county 
harvest totals based on preliminary harvest data were 
Pike (4,248), Fulton (1,556), Jefferson (1,513), Adams 
(1,481) and Peoria (1,391). 

The preliminary harvest results for the Late-Winter 
season show the following counties with the top 
harvest totals: Pike (559), Jefferson (328), Randolph 
(287), Fulton (278) and Wayne (271). 

Preliminary harvest totals by county for the 
Illinois archery deer season and the Late-Winter 
and Special CWD seasons can be found in the 
tables below. (Please note that Ogle Co. was 
included in the Special CWD season this year after 
having been open during the Late-Winter deer 
season last year).   
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Chicago’s Mayor Daley Is At It Again  
Richard A. Pearson  

Executive Director, ISRA, 1/19/2007  
 

 

Help your club! 
Ask a friend to join MWHI! 

There are a few things that we all can count on 
after the New Year. These include cold weather, 
snow, the Superbowl, and the yearly proposal 
from Chicago’s Mayor Richard Daley's attack on 
Illinois’ gun owners. 2007 is no exception. On 
January 4th, 2007, my phone rang and a reporter 
on the other end of the line asked me what I 
thought of the latest plan. I hadn’t heard the 
Mayor’s interview but it didn’t matter; it’s always 
the same thing. The Mayor and his anti-gun 
buddies want gun ownership to be difficult, 
expensive, and socially unacceptable. The 
proposals try to split gun owners into segments 
which include bans on various kinds of firearms, 
special licenses, and special license requirements 
designed to run dealers out of business. Remember 
the Mayor has said if it were up to him, no one 
would be able to own a gun! The Mayor’s latest 
proposal is a quantum leap toward his goal; 
literally 80% - 90% of legal gun owners would be 
turned into criminals. 
 
Don’t buy the thread-worn argument that these 
proposals are to fight crime. This is a “soccer 
mom” argument - don’t be misled. The Mayor’s 
gun control proposal has nothing to do with crime 
control. His proposals are aimed right at the 
legitimate gun owner. It’s part of Mayor Daley’s, 
Mayor Bloomberg’s, and a few other big city 
mayors’ efforts to try to spread their extra 
territorial influence. His proposals will only 
increase crime and make us all more vulnerable. 
Criminals love “Chicago-style” gun control 
because it allows them free rein. Look at Chicago; 
people are defenseless because of “Chicago-style” 
gun control. Crime is rampant and the Mayor’s 
answer – more gun control. This is the very thing 

that has caused the problem. 
 
We are going to battle Mayor Daley and his anti-
gun minions in the 95th General Assembly. The 
anti-gun forces are aligned and ready to attack. 
Gun owners must fight back. One of the best ways 
gun owners can fight back is take part in Illinois 
Gun Owners Lobby Day (IGOLD). IGOLD is 
sponsored by the Illinois State Rifle Association. 
It is important to let the state legislators know that 
Illinois gun owners will not be minimized. The 
IGOLD details are below: 
 
You are invited to join in IGOLD in Springfield 
on March 14th, 2007. This is an annual event 
where the members directly lobby their 
representatives in the Illinois House and Senate. 
This year, the ISRA is partnering with local and 
internet gun owners groups in Illinois to increase 
participation and make a bigger and better 
impression in Springfield. 
 
We will meet in the cafeteria in the auditorium of 
the Howlett Building at 12:30 pm for registration. 
We will have a legislative briefing, then we will 
all proceed to the Capitol Building to locate and 
talk with our representatives. We will have a 
reception at the Illinois State Library Auditorium 
from 5:30 pm until 7:30 pm. We are urging all 
participants to stay until the end of the reception. 
This is a very important part of the day, as the 
state’s legislators have been invited to attend. 
IGOLD will have buses going to Springfield from 
strategic locations throughout Illinois. The ISRA, 
other gun rights organizations, and several 
manufacturers will be sponsoring the buses to 
offset your cost. 


