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I Thisis atcam event. Team will consist of one ar two persans. A third person may accompany the team provided the third
person is under 16 years of age or over 65 years of age. A four(4) rod limit applies. (meaning only 4 rods in the waer at one
time per team.) You may have unlimited rods in the boat with the team.

2 Incase of extreme water/weather conditions the tournament director reserves the right ta postpone or cancel these events with

the return of all entry fecs.

Sign up for Riverbend catfish tournaments will be by phone, mail, or in person by the deadline of two(2) weeks prior (o cach

tournament for check or money order only. CASH only will be accepted the day of each tournament.

4. Boats will leave launch site, by land or water. (Trailing will be allowed.) Boundaries are any waters accessible from weigh-in
site. **Except for the Hardin IL, & Grafion I1. tournaments, the Hardin tournament will be on the Il River only & the Grafion 1.
tournament will be pool 26 only. You may stilltrailer to other boat ramps within the boundarics of thesc two tournaments.

in the boat during competition. Fishing within 50 yards of the weigh-in site & 50

5. Teams must compete from a boat & rem:
yards from a competitor's boat, which was first anchored, is prohibited.

6. Al fish weighed must be caught by rod & reel only. No catfish may be taken from trot, jug of limb line.

7. Teams must comply with state fishing & boating regulations, including the use of P.F.D’'s & kill switches
licenses are the responsibility of team members.

shing hours shall be Gam-3pm for day tournaments & 3pm-12am for night toumnaments. Al anglers must be in the weigh-in
line by dpm (day tournaments) & lam (night tournaments) NO EXCUSSES!

9. Any legal commercial or natural bait will be allowed. No chumming of any type during tournament hours. Fish must be a
‘minimurm of 15" in length to be weighed.

10. Blue,Channel, or Flathead catfish may be weighed in. A team limit of § maximum must be alive t0 weigh-in.

11, Any protest must be made in writing to the tournament dircctor within 30 minutes following the end of the official weigh-in. A
protest must state the rule number(s) broken.

12, The use of alcoholic beverages is prohibited during the Riverbend catfish tournaments.

13, Wanton unsportsmanlike conduct can be grounds for disqualifications if circumstances require. Decision of tournament director
will be FINAL.

14, All finallists will be subject to a polygragh test.

5. The top 12 teams qualify for the Riverbend Classic Catfish Tournament, from each tournament prior of the classic.

16, 1fany team has already qualified for the Riverbend Classic. we will bump down to the next highest placing team.

17,1 you have qualified with a partner and that partner cannot attend, you may fish with another qualified partner or fish alone at
the classic.

I(we) by singing hereby release Riverbend catfish tournament volunteers & all participating sponsors of this tournament from

hing & boating

any loss of property, bodily injury, or life that may oceur in this tournament.
Ist partner 2nd partner Total weight
Name Name

Address Address Big fish wt.
City City

zip code zip code #of fish:
phone. ‘phon

signature signature date:

3rd partner

Name underi6  over6s

Make check / money order payable to: Justin Wolfe (please indicate which tournament(s) you are fishing.)
Mail to: Justin Wolfe For more info. contact: Justin Wolfe @ 377-0397

216 W. Central

Bethalto.lL. 62010




50/50 Raffle
General Raffle

Heads/Tails Game

Black Jack

Dice Game

Oral Auction

Silent Auction

Great Food! Great Drink

Don’t miss the Fun!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Monday, April 2, 2007
MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m

Saturday, April 14, 2007

MWHI 7th ANNUAL 

WETLAND CONSERVATION BANQUET

at K.C. Banquet Hall, Godfrey, IL

For more information contact 

John Gineris at (618) 786-2596

Saturday, April 21, 2007
MWHI Sponsored 

RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT TRAIL

See page 19 for more details
Monday, May 7, 2007
MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m

Monday, June 4, 2007
MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m

Wednesday, June 20, 2007
 MWHI GENERAL MEETING

at the Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club

in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 p.m
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The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second Monday of each month. 

Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are in the market for their product or services.
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    Most of us don’t get the chance to go to the big Spring SHOT show, which is only open to gun dealers and outdoor supply store dealers. But this April, you and I will have the chance to go to the NRA National Convention Show, which is about the closest thing to a SHOT show one can get. 

   I am hoping to get this article out in time so that you can all go. The show will be open to the public from April 13 to April 15, and then the NRA will have their membership meetings for the following few days. 

    As most members know, the convention does not get near this area very often. I believe the last time the convention was in St. Louis area was in the 1980’s.   

   So, if you are a member or not, this show is well worth going. The convention show is free to NRA members and their families, and $10.00 for non-members.

   Every gun manufacturer, ammunition maker, or company that makes equipment for guns or hunting will be there. If you are thinking about a new gun for next fall, then this will be a good place to go and see what is new out there. 

   
These are not some small time gun show dealers presenting their wares; these are the top outdoor product manufacturing companies and their representatives. They will be glad to show you their goods and answer any question you may have about their product. 

   Sometimes you even can run into celebrities and top people of the outdoor world at these shows. So, I advise you to go. The show is well worth it and this is certainly one show that I am not going to miss.

Note: If you have not heard the news yet, Cook County just passed an assault weapons ban within their city limits. But before it passed, they also added pump and automatic shotguns to the ban list. So now the people of Cook County have a certain number of days to turn in their hunting shotguns or be arrested as felons. 

   To all you people out there who say that the state won’t take away your shotgun, just look at Cook County. Remember now that Chicago runs this state it sees the rest of the state as its territory.
    The ISRA announced today that it is seeking injunctive relief against a gun ban recently enacted by the Cook County Board. In filing its complaint
with the Cook County Circuit Court, the ISRA is asserting that compliance with the vaguely-worded ordinance would be impossible for most citizens of Cook County and, further, the method by which the ban was passed violated the Illinois Open Meetings Act.

    On November 14, 2006, the Cook County Board passed an amendment to the existing Cook County Deadly Weapons Dealers Control Ordinance which seeks to ban the sale, possession and transfer of a variety of popular hunting
and sporting firearms. The amendment, authored by Commissioner Larry Suffredin, had been tabled in July of 2005 by the Board.

    "In light of the circumstances under which this amendment was passed, the ISRA felt it was important that action be taken to halt its implementation," said ISRA Executive Director, Richard Pearson. "We are disappointed that the Cook County Board chose to pass this ordinance
without benefit of public debate -- especially when its provisions impact such a large number of Cook County residents. In addition to the questionable procedures under which it was passed, the ordinance is so poorly worded that few, if any, firearm owners in the county would be certain that they were in compliance with its requirements."

    "We are confident that the Cook County Circuit Court will recognize the shortcomings of this ordinance and grant the firearm owners of Cook County an injunction against its implementation," continued Pearson. "The ISRA and the firearm owners of Cook County are second to none in their desire to eradicate violent crime. However, we do not believe that law abiding firearm owners should take it on the chin in the process. The ISRA and its members stand ready to provide advice and guidance to the Cook County Board
in the development of meaningful legislation that will fight violent crime while preserving the rights of law-abiding citizens who choose to own firearms."                            ###
IGOLD EVENT A BIG SUCCESS – A crowd of law-abiding gun owners ranging in size between 1,200 and 1,500 descended upon the Capitol today to lobby their representatives to vote against the Daley Gun Control Package. Attendees were very enthusiastic and made great headway in making their feelings known about SB16 and other gun control bills now in the legislature. However, IGOLD was not an endpoint to the struggle for our gun rights, it was just the beginning. SB16, the Daley “Assault Weapons” ban, may come up for a vote this week on the Senate floor. It remains very important that you call your Illinois State Senator and politely tell them that you are a law-abiding gun owner and you oppose SB16 and that you would like them to vote against the bill. If you do not know who your State Senator is, then please go to the Illinois General Assembly web site at: www.ilga.gov and click the “Legislator Lookup” link located on the lower right corner of the page.


As a side note, near the end of the day, a State Senator contacted the Capital Police to report that a person had entered her office and made some extremely insulting remarks towards her related to her ethnicity. It is, always has been and remains the policy of the Illinois State Rifle Association to always act in a polite yet respectful manner towards their elected representatives while also remaining firm in our position on the issues. 

Firearms owners can in no way be separated out of the general demographics of the Illinois populace. Owning a firearm is not related to someone’s viewpoints on any other issue in society. If one of the 1500 firearms activists that attended yesterday’s IGOLD event did in fact do such a thing, I want to personally assure the Senator that this person was not acting on behalf of the overwhelming majority of firearms owners in the state, nor the Illinois State Rifle Association and we are just as offended that some one might act as she described.

Unfortunately firearms issues are emotional on both sides and not all citizens are able to contain their composure when discussing them. I often get emails and phone calls here at the ISRA from those that would see our rights dismantled and they are very often not very polite either. Receiving these sorts of communications is just a part of doing the work as an elected officer in the association, just as it is for a publicly elected official... it comes with the territory. That said, let me reiterate that we would never condone this sort of activity in any form and on behalf of the 1500 other firearms activists that attended yesterday I would offer my sincere condolences to the Senator for having experienced it.


WE’RE SO SORRY FOR THE MISTAKE – In an earlier alert, we reported that officers with the Capitol Police had harassed members of the ISRA Lobby Team. Yesterday, the Chief of the Capitol Police detachment approached a member of ISRA leadership to clear the air. The Chief reported that the ISRA lobbyists were mistaken if they thought the officers were sent to harass them. According to the Chief, the police detail was charged with the duty of protecting two inert dummy rounds that were being used to support committee testimony on the Fifty Caliber Ban, one in .50 BMG and one in .30-06. UM…OK…as gun owners we can all appreciate the daunting task these officers faced in providing protection to a couple of duds – and we’re not talking about the Senate sponsors of the ban. Now that we have been assured that although the Officers were standing close enough to our lobbyists that they could feel their breath, they were in no way attempting to intimidate them. Chief, we'll give you the benefit of the doubt and ask our readers to please refrain from any further calls to the Secretary of State's office on this matter at this time.

Thanks to all!
Legislators are reporting that they are receiving record numbers of calls from gun owners expressing their opposition to the Daley Gun Grab Bills. It's important that you keep the pressure up! Please follow the instructions later on in this alert on how you can help save your guns!

HERE ARE SOME THINGS YOU MUST DO TO HELP SAVE YOUR GUNS

SENATE BILLS WE OPPOSE: Starting Wednesday morning, we need you to once again contact your State Senator and tell them that you are a law-abiding Illinois firearm owner and that you'd like them to:
1. Oppose SB16 - the ban on so-called Assault Weapons (bill applies only to law-abiding citizens, criminals won't have their guns banned or confiscated)

2. Oppose SB102 - a scheme to ration gun purchases to one per month for law abiding citizens (of course, there is no provision for rationing guns for criminals)

3. Oppose SB1399 - a state dealer-licensing scheme that would make it impossible for your favorite gun shop to stay in business

4. Oppose SB1471 - a plan to ban .50 caliber firearms even though there is no evidence to suggest that these guns pose a threat - they just "look" scary

SENATE BILLS WE SUPPORT: While you have your Senator on the phone, ask him or her to:
1. Support SB348 - a bill that would allow qualified law-abiding citizens to carry defensive firearms to defend themselves and their families from criminal attack

2. Support SB458 - a bill that would prevent local authorities from banning hunting rifles

3. Support SB501 - a bill that would prevent local authorities from banning rifles, shotguns and/or rifle and shotgun ammunition

4. Support SB721 - a bill to simplify and standardize firearm transportation regulations state-wide by ending the current patchwork of regulations.

HOUSE BILLS WE OPPOSE: Starting Wednesday morning, we need you to once again contact your State Representative and tell them that you are a law-abiding Illinois firearm owner and that you'd like them to:
1. Oppose HB731 - a scheme to render your firearms useless in your own home

2. Oppose HB758 - a bill that would prohibit you from selling your guns to your shooting buddies and force you to make all sales through a dealer (assuming there are any left in business)

3. Oppose HB796 - a state dealer-licensing scheme that would make it impossible for your favorite gun shop to stay in business

4. Oppose HB873 - the House version of the ban on so-called Assault Weapons (bill applies only to law-abiding citizens, criminals won't have their guns banned or confiscated)

5. Oppose HB1078 - a scheme to ration gun purchases to one per month for law abiding citizens (of course, there is no provision for rationing guns for criminals)

6. Oppose HB1503 - a ban on air guns

7. Oppose HB1696 - a bill that allows the State Police to revoke your FOID card if you do not report if a firearm stolen from you

8. Oppose HB1793 - a bill that would send you to jail if you were transporting a firearm in your car and you drove within 1,000 feet of a bus, a train, a bus stop, a train station or any other conveyance or facility operated by a public transportation agency

9. Oppose HB3633 - a bill that would require confiscation of your FOID card and guns if someone swore out an order of protection against you

HOUSE BILLS WE SUPPORT: While you have your State Representative on the phone, ask him or her to:
1. Support HB704 - a bill that would prevent local authorities from banning hunting rifles

2. Support HB1304 - a bill that would allow qualified law-abiding citizens to carry defensive firearms to defend themselves and their families from criminal attack

3. Support HB1320 - a bill that would allow judges, prosecutors, and public defenders to carry concealed firearms

4. Support HB1757 - a bill to simplify and standardize firearm transportation regulations state-wide by ending the current patchwork of regulations

REMEMBER - YOUR CALLS TO YOUR LEGISLATORS ARE IMPORTANT! If you do not know who your State Senator and State Representative are, then go to the General Assembly's web site at www.ilga.gov/ and click on the "legislator lookup" link in the lower right hand corner. Follow the instructions and the link will search for your state senator and state representative. 

###
Missouri will require non-toxic shot for ALL hunting with a shotgun (including dove, turkey, quail, rabbit and squirrel) on 21 state conservation areas* beginning this Thursday, March 1, 2007, and will require non-toxic shot for shotgun hunting on all 500+ Missouri conservation areas by 2008.  
The Missouri Department of Conservation approved the ban in August, citing studies suggesting that lead shot deposits are poisoning mourning doves, eagles hawks, owls, quail, wild turkeys and shorebirds. 
Lead Shotshell Restrictions Continue to Expand Across U.S. 

· Fifteen states, including South Dakota and Iowa, currently have restrictions on lead shot beyond current federal regulations for waterfowl and upland hunting on waterfowl production areas. 

· Nine states, including Texas, Minnesota, and Wisconsin are exploring significant restrictions on the use of lead shotshells for turkey, dove, and upland game hunting. 

· Recent articles have drawn a parallel to the 
· current debate surrounding lead shot for dove and upland game hunting to the debate that ultimately led to a nationwide ban on lead shot for waterfowl hunting in the 1990s. 

· Obviously, a state or federal ban on lead shotshells for dove hunting would have a significant effect on ammunition manufacturers and hunters alike since lead shotshells are currently used for the vast majority of dove hunting nationwide: More shotshells are consumed for dove hunting than for any other species of game and over one million hunters harvest more than 20 million doves per year. 

*The 21 Missouri Conservation Areas affected by the regulation change include: B. K. Leach Memorial, Black Island, Bob Brown, Columbia Bottom, Cooley Lake, Coon Island, Duck Creek, Eagle Bluffs, Fountain Grove, Four Rivers, Grand Pass, Little Bean Marsh, Little River, Marais Temps Clair, Montrose, Nodaway Valley, Otter Slough, Schell-Osage, Settle's Ford and Ten Mile Pond.
###
My first duck stamp arrived in the mail today, a present for my 58th birthday.

That is a bit late in life to start duck hunting, but who said I was planning to hunt? I’ve used a firearm exactly once – in 1976, as a Naval officer on liberty in Subic Bay. The Marine combat cargo officer on board insisted I do some skeet shooting in addition attending the World War II tutorials he gave me. Sadly for him, but happily for the animal kingdom, I was better at learning history than I was at using a rifle.

I have been a vegetarian for sixteen years and have no desire to hunt. But, I am also buying my first hunting license. So what’s going on? I think I need to put my money where my mouth is. And it isn’t a lot of money, compared to my perhaps rather large mouth. True, over the years, I’ve been contributed to the Nature Conservancy and am a Sierra Club life member. In 1992, I spent six months as a volunteer wilderness ranger for the Forest Service in Minnesota’s Boundary Waters, so I’ve got some blood in the game.

But it wouldn’t hurt to get further involved, because while what I’m doing here is very small, many small things done by many people add up. Hunters and non-hunter outdoorsmen share a love for wild country and the necessity of preserving it for not only ourselves but for those whose lives have not yet begun.

These days, I’m a pure traveler by pack or paddle, no longer fishing. But having read Sig Olson, who probably did more than any other single person to preserve the main character of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area, I can understand why people hunt. His 1930 essay, “Why Wilderness,” is one of the best articles ever written about camping. A second, “Mallards are Special,”

describing Basswood Lake’s Back Bay on a frosty autumn morning, hunters waiting for the season to open, made me realize that had I been raised a little differently in a place with wetlands, this might be my fortieth duck stamp instead of my first.

Preserving wildlands requires money, and more of it comes from hunters than backpackers, unless the latter hunt and fish. Since I use these places a great deal, I ought to pay something. You duck hunters know that 98% of the monies in the Federal Duck Stamp program are used to purchase or lease wetland habitat in the National Wildlife Refuges. The duck stamp also serves 
as an entrance pass to these areas. I like that idea, for I am an active birder and an urban trip leader for the Tucson Audubon Society.

Until recently, I didn’t know about the Pittman-Robertson Act of 1937, which “provide(s) funding for the selection, restoration, rehabilitation and improvement of wildlife habitat.” Amended 33 years later, it included funding for hunter training programs and …public target ranges.” I am in favor of hunting safety programs and public target ranges. That’s common sense. The funding, as you hunters know all too well, comes from an 11% excise tax on sporting arms, ammunition and archery equipment. Remarkably, sportsmen insisted on keeping the tax in place despite a repeal bill’s having once been drawn up. Hunters saw the results, one of which was increasing whitetail populations.

Each state gets money dependent upon the total area and number of licensed hunters. The state pays the full amount of an approved project then applies for Federal reimbursement up to 75% of project expenses. So, while I’m not going to contribute by buying a weapon, one more hunting licensee in Arizona doesn’t hurt, either.

Some of my environmentalist friends tell me that we shouldn’t teach kids to hunt. I disagree. Getting them outside, away from electronic gadgets, is an important way to ensure the preservation of wilderness. Teaching them to take only what is necessary and to respect the life and spirit of an animal is a good thing, for one of our major problems is losing connection as a species to the land and its animals. What better advocates are there for woodlands and waterways than those who have hiked, camped and yes – hunted in them? If non-hunters think that we alone should advocate for wilderness, we are being both arrogant and shortsighted. We need to work with hunters, not against them.

Global climate change and overpopulation threaten wilderness as nothing has before. I’ll be glad to have my duck stamp and hunting license. I better get a combo hunting-fishing one, however, since I still have a bag of Dardevels, jitterbugs and leaders in the garage that I can’t bear to throw away. I fondly remember the summer day fifty-two years ago when I caught my first bass.                                            ###

Second Annual Amateur Trap Shooting Event Set for May 10-13
SPARTA, IL- The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) Acting Director Sam Flood announced today that the U.S. Open Trap Shooting Championships will return to the Sparta World Shooting and Recreational Complex (WSRC) May 10-13. 

In conjunction with Southern Promotions Inc., the IDNR will host the event made possible by major sponsors White Flyer, Winchester, and Browning.

“We are proud to once again host what proved to be a very popular event among trap shooting enthusiasts. Last year events like the U.S. Open helped to elevate Southwest Illinois’ standing in the economic development arena in the years to come,” said Flood.

In July of 2006, the U.S. Open made history by being the first trapshooting event ever held at the WSRC, and hosted nearly 1,500 shooters competing for $10,000 in cash and prizes in ten different events.

In 2007, shooters will compete for over $15,000 in prizes and additional money over the four day shoot in May. 

Trapshooting is a specific form of clay target shooting and a game of movement, action and split-second timing. It requires the accuracy and skill to repeatedly aim, fire and break a 4 1/4 inch disc, which is hurled through the air at a speed of 41 mph, simulating the flight path of a bird fleeing a hunter. 

“We are proud to join the Illinois Department of Natural Resources to continue this great event in Sparta. The World Shooting and Recreational Complex is a world class facility that entertains world class shooters and we are thrilled to be a part of it,” said Ron Stork, owner of Southern Promotions Inc.

The U.S. Open will kick off the first of three major shooting events at the WSRC in 2007. The complex will also host its first ever Skeet Shooting event when the Briley Skeet Shoot makes it’s debut at the Complex in June, and the ATA Grand American, the world’s single largest Trap Shoot, will return to the World Shooting and Recreational Complex in August.

About the WSRC

The WSRC is state of-the-art 1,600-acre shooting facility which features 120 trap fields extending along a 3 ½ mile shooting line. Public shooting opportunities (except during major shooting events) are available on trap fields nearest the WSRC Events Center and vendor mall for the convenience of recreational shooters. Open trap shooting is available from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. daily at a cost of $5 for each 25-target round. 

WSRC Facts

· 120 Trap fields extending 3.5 miles

· 2 Sporting Clay Courses

· Skeet fields (Spring 2007)

· Cowboy Action Shooting Corral

· 3-D Archery Area

· 1000 RV Campsites, 750 include water, sewer and electric hookups

· 34,000 square foot Special Event Center

· Vendor Mall with over 34 shooting sport related shops 

· Full service Heartland Range Restaurant

· ATA member camping leases will be honored for the U.S. Open Trapshooting Championships. 
· For more information about the U.S Open or to register, please call Dave Cassens at 217-785-7742.
This just in: Ducks are smarter than hunters. 

That's the major headline developing after a two-year study by two LSU graduate students on the movements of mallards wintering in Louisiana. 

Although many waterfowlers have complained that the recent string of poor seasons was because of factors beyond their control -- a paucity of ducks, a change to nocturnal habits by the birds and the safe heavens provided by state and federal refuges being off-limits to hunting -- preliminary results from research by Bruce Davis and Paul Link revealed something else. 


Mallards, at least, have been around in basically the same numbers, have been using open lands instead of refuges and have been traveling during shooting hours. They just aren't falling for hunters' tricks. 
"Many times we would track birds to sites right next to hunters set up in blinds with (decoy) spreads including spinning wing decoys, and the hunters never knew they were there," Link said. "The birds just weren't falling for whatever the hunters were trying." 

Working under the direction of LSU professor Al Afton, Davis and Link placed radio tracking devices in small backpacks on almost 400 mallard hens trapped in southwest and northeast Louisiana during the winters of 2005 and 2006. Using laptop computers, they were able to travel across the two regions tracking the movements of the birds. Similar research will be conducted on gadwalls and mottled ducks in the next two winters, Afton said. 

The research was prompted, in part, by growing frustration of hunters because of plummeting success the past six years in what has long been one of the most productive waterfowling grounds on the continent. For decades Louisiana hunters led the nation in the number of ducks killed, often topping 3 million birds, more than the entire population of ducks on the Atlantic Flyway. But that began to wane in the late 1990s. 

Biologists and hunters have looked at several theories for the decline, including the disruption of traditional migration patterns caused by warming winter weather patterns along the Mississippi Flyway, degradation of coastal habitats by tropical storms and the impact of hunting pressure. 

The waterfowling community mined some insight into the trend from a similar tracking study Afton conducted on pintails a decade ago. That research shed light on the impact of hunting pressure by revealing pintails quickly changed their habits after opening day. Once shooting started, the birds became primarily nocturnal, retreating to the safety of protected refuges during daylight and venturing into hunted areas after sundown, when hunting had stopped. It also revealed that pintails on the Louisiana coast often would travel more than 400 miles in a day in response to weather changes that promised better feeding conditions as far away as Arkansas. 

But the key preliminary findings by Davis and Link on winter movement of mallards might be even more surprising: 

Mallards traveled in much smaller numbers than pintails, staying in groups of less than eight birds. Pintails often traveled in flights of more than a dozen. 

-- Hunting pressure had little affect on mallards' activities. The birds remained primarily diurnal, and continued to primarily use lands open to hunting. 

-- In northeast Louisiana, mallards preferred to feed in flooded timber, avoiding the open water where most hunters tend to set up. The smaller numbers meant they were more able to land in smaller patches of open water in the flooded timber. It also meant they were less likely to be attracted to large decoy spreads. 

-- In southwest Louisiana, mallards tended to remain in the marsh, preferring that habitat for foraging over the flooded rice and other agricultural fields favored by pintails and other species. Mallards surprised the researchers last year by sticking to the marsh even after its apparent suitability had been reduced by the saltwater tides from tropical storms. 

-- Perhaps most surprising of all, most mallards did not leave Louisiana until mid-March, and some stayed until the first week of April. 

It has been accepted wisdom even among biologists that mallards left the state by mid-February and made a gradual return to nesting grounds in the Dakotas and prairie Canada. Link and Davis found them staying later, and often returning in one hurried flight. 

"I followed one back to South Dakota, and I was traveling 70-miles per hour, but the bird beat me," Link said. 

The findings will be embarrassing to some hunters who have been demanding that state and federal wildlife agencies open refuges previously off limits to hunting. They claimed the protected areas were contributed to the recent poor seasons because birds were crowding onto the properties in response to hunting pressure. 

"That just wasn't the case," Afton said. "They didn't turn nocturnal. They didn't use refuges as a way of avoiding hunters. They continued to use areas open to hunting. In many cases they were very close to groups of hunters. But they were moving in small groups. They were very adept at finding sources of food in areas where hunters just were not located." 

Davis and Link said they often would see birds ignoring hunters' greatest efforts, including motorized, moving-wing decoys and expert calling. The ineffectiveness of hunters and the feeding tactics of the mallards might well be adjustments to hunting pressure, Afton said. When birds find an effective strategy, they stay with it. 

"This could be something that has been developing over the years, and hunters just haven't noticed it, and have yet to adapt," he said. 

Link said his education in duck marshes of his native North Dakota prepared him for the findings. 

"I was taught a long time ago that one of two things happens when a gun goes off in a duck marsh," said Link. "Either a duck falls out of the sky dead, or it flies away a smarter duck." 

The research shows that these bird brains, at least mallards, have been smarter than Louisiana hunters. 

###
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HAUL RITE

trailers

MCINTYRE
CONSTRUCTION co.

Cassens Bait &

BLUFF CITY TACKLE

Tackle
Location Date. Time Boundaries
1. Alton, 11. @ Alton Marina April 21 6am-3pm  (OPEN)
2. Alton, Il. @ Alton Marina May 12 6am-3pm  (OPEN)
3. Alton, Il. @ Alton Marina June 2 3pm-12am (OPEN)
4. Hardin, Il. @ Hardin city ramp  July 21 6am-3pm  (IL. RTVER ONLY)
5. Grafton, Il. @ Grafton city ramp August 18 6am-3pm (POOL 26 ONLY)
6. Alton, I1. @ Alton Marina Sept. 22 6am-3pm  (CLASSIC) (OPEN)

*NEW FOR 2007* SeaArk CONTINGENCY BONUS: Any team fishing from a SeaArk boat that
finishes in Ist place will receive a $250 cash prize.
$80.00 ENTRY FEE PER TEAM, BIG FISH POT INCLUDED
90% PAYBACK OF ENTRY FEES
10% OF ENTRY FEES GO TO RIVERBEND CLASSIC
100% PAYBACK OF BIG FISH POT
PAYOUT
21+ BOATS PAY 4 PLACES (50%, 25%, 15%, 10%)
10-20 BOATS PAY 3 PLACES (50%, 30%, 20%)
UNDER 10 DECIDED @ PRE-TOURNAMENT MEETING

RIVERBEND CLASSIC CATFISH TOURNAMENT INFORMATION:
“The top 12 teams qualify for the Riverbend Classic Catfish Tournament from each tournament prior of the classic.
“Ist place- SeaArk 1548 DKLD, Mercury motor, & haul rite trailer

“Guaranteed CASH & PRIZES!!
*Food & drinks after weigh-in





For Sale: 


Yellow Lab pubs, 5 males, 3 females, AKC/UKC registered, dew claws removed, Mother & Father available, born February 27th. Call: Craig at 618-345-2351





NRA SHOW in ST. LOUIS


Duane Hahnenkamp
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Winter Habitat Conditions in Canada


January 22, 2007





In British Columbia abundant snow has slightly improved conditions in the central and northern Interior and in the Peace region.  Levels of accumulated snow are good or better in the parklands further improving the outlook for habitat conditions in the spring. 


Dry conditions are persisting in the prairies of Alberta and Saskatchewan and there is little to no accumulated snow throughout much of the region.  


Conditions are generally good in the Western Boreal Forest.  


In eastern Canada temperatures have returned to more seasonal levels after a mild early winter and habitat conditions remain very good.  








ISRA Takes Action Against Cook County Gun Ban


ISRA News Release 2/21/07














Coleman wants to fund wetlands efforts with duck stamps


Lucy Kafanov, E&E Daily reporter, submitted 1/18/2007 by John Mabery








   Wetland protection efforts would get a big boost under a bill floated yesterday that would increase the price of duck stamps to pump more cash into a federal purchasing program.


Sen. Norm Coleman's (R-Minn.) "Wetlands Loan Act of 2007," S.272, would provide a $400 million advance of federal duck stamp money during the next 10 years for wetlands conservation.


The funding would come from an increase in the cost of duck stamps, decorative stamps the federal government issues each year. Hunters, as well as some stamp collectors and other wildlife enthusiasts, buy the stamps for collections or to gain access to wildlife refuges.


The cost of the loan would be offset by an incremental increase in the price of the federal duck stamp.


"The cost of the conservation of wetlands is skyrocketing faster than we can keep up," Coleman said in a statement. "We need to accelerate our efforts to conserve for the future at today's prices, and this bill takes a major step in that direction by allowing conservation of critical habitat sooner rather than later."








GUN OWNER ALERT - IGOLD EVENT A BIG SUCCESS, BUT...


Don Moran, ISRA President,  March 15, 2007�








NEEDED:





Folding chairs and file cabinets for the MWHI office.


If you can donate any of these items, please contact 


Scott Bryant at 618-535-0151





MO's New Non-Toxic SS Rules Take Effect March 1st


Submitted by George Hamilton











Illinois Department of Natural Resources Newsbits �March 1, 2007


New License Year Begins April 1: Hunters and anglers are reminded to purchase their 2007 Illinois hunting, fishing and sportsmen combination licenses prior to April 1 when the new IDNR license year begins. The 2007 Illinois fishing, hunting and sportsmen combination licenses are available from hundreds of DNR Direct license and permit vendor locations - and online through the IDNR website at � HYPERLINK "https://www1.wildlifelicense.com/il/start.php" �https://www1.wildlifelicense.com/il/start.php�. The online system is available 24 hours a day using American Express, Discover, MasterCard or Visa. Licenses are also available by phone through DNR Direct by calling toll-free 1-888-6PERMIT (1-888-673-7648).


WSRC Spring Trap League: Trap shooters are invited to sign up for the Spring Trap League at the World Shooting and Recreational Complex in Sparta. The IDNR-Friends of the WSRC competition will involve five-member teams (maximum of two substitutes) on Thursday evenings for approximately 10 weeks beginning Mar. 22. Registration is open through Mar. 20. To register a team, for individuals interested in being placed on a team, or for more information, phone 618/295-2700 ext. 352. 








YOUR CALLS ARE PAYING OFF!�ISRA SPECIAL ALERT! LEGISLATIVE SESSION UPDATE�March 13, 2007





DUCK STAMP


Michael S. Smith Submitted by John Mabery 1/20/2007











U.S. Open Trap Shooting Championships Return 


to Sparta World Shooting and Recreational Complex


IDNR, 3/7/2007








BIRD'S-EYE VIEW


Research shows mallards are not falling prey to hunters' tactics


Sunday, February 18, 2007


By Bob Marshall, Submitted by Duane Hahnenkamp











Budget cuts mean job losses for wildlife refuges


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS


03/18/2007


�WASHINGTON — Faced with a $2.5 billion budget shortfall, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is eliminating hundreds of jobs, cutting back programs and leaving more than 200 national wildlife refuges unstaffed.��In all, the agency is planning to cut 565 jobs from wildlife refuges by 2009 — a 20 percent reduction.��The national refuge system includes 547 wildlife refuges and more than 96 million acres in all 50 states, attracting more than 40 million visitors a year.��Environmentalists say the staffing cuts — which follow two years of reductions — will leave an already lean work force depleted and result in a decrease in habitat management, restoration projects and education projects. More than 200 wildlife refuges across the country will be unstaffed. 


�"Our national wildlife refuges are literally crumbling before our eyes. Across the country we're seeing how the culmination of years of negligent funding devastates these special places," said Rodger Schlickeisen, president of Defenders of Wildlife.��Agency officials acknowledged that the budget cuts would affect services, but they said that with a $2.5 billion backlog in operations and maintenance, the reductions were unavoidable. Few, if any, layoffs will be needed, they said, with most job losses happening though attrition.��"If the service does not act decisively now, it will become unable to effectively operate most national wildlife refuges within a few years, even if budgets remain level," said David Eisenhauer, an agency spokesman.��Critics said leaving refuges unstaffed could lead to problems with invasive species — and increased crime or vandalism on the rustic sites.
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PAGE  
2

