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PROPOSED 2007-08 WATERFOWL HUNTING SEASONS  

The Natural Resources Advisory Board met June 19, 2 007 and unanimously approved 
the waterfowl season proposals from DNR staff.  

The regulations proposed will be reviewed by the Di rector for his final decision, 
which should be made sometime in July.   

The proposals are also subject to final approval by  the Mississippi Flyway Council at 
their July 28-29 Council meeting and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at their Service 
Regulations Committee meeting on Aug. 1-2."   

Therefore final season dates and bag limits will be  announced in August. 

Please see Page 7 for more details. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, July 9, 2007 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 

Saturday, July 21, 2007 

MWHI Sponsored Catfish Tournament -   
 4th of 5th Qualifying Tournament 

at Hardin City Ramp (Illinois River only)  
from 6 am – 3 pm 

for information contact Justin Wolfe 618-377-0397 
  

Saturday, August 4, 2007 

MWHI 9 th Annual Golf Tournament 
at Wolves Crossing, Jerseyville 

for more information contact Eric Rhuede 618-410-9853 
 

Monday, August 6, 2007 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

 

 
Wednesday, August 15, 2007 

 MWHI GENERAL MEETING  
at the Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 

in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 p.m 
 

Saturday, August 18, 2007 

MWHI Sponsored Catfish Tournament -   
 5th of 5th Qualifying Tournament 
at Grafton City Ramp (Pool 26 only)  

from 6 am – 3 pm 
for information contact Justin Wolfe 618-377-0397  

 
The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 
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     Whenever politicians get involved in a cause that is supposed to be good for the country, it usually ends up being 
good for some and bad for others. 
   When the government started the CRP program back around 1985, the idea was to help the farmers by paying them 
to let their fields grow up in grass. This would do three things: (1) reduce grain in storage and thereby drive up the 
grain prices, (2) cut down on dirt and silt from farm fields that would otherwise end up in our rivers, and (3) help 
wildlife by leaving the prairie grass in the fields year round.  
   CRP was for once a government program that made everyone happy. Wildlife responded greatly in the 1980s and 
when the rains hit the northern prairies in the 1990s the ducks bounced back also. Everyone thinks this has been a great 
program except for a few farmers who thought the CRP program drove up farm land prices. 
   Last year the U. S. Congress came up with a new energy program to help ease dependence on foreign oil. Now you 
may be wondering what this has to do with ducks. Well, like I said before, many of these programs have negative 
impacts. Congress in its wisdom mandated that 10% of all fuel in autos had to be ethanol. Gasoline companies don’t 
make ethanol, so they had to buy it on the open market. This drove up the price of ethanol from $1.00 to $2.00 a gallon 
because there was not enough ethanol to go around. Then this drove up the price of corn from $2.00 a bushel to $4.00 a 
bushel. But this also means prices will go up for foods made from corn and for livestock which has been fed the high 
priced corn. 
   Now this is where the problems for the ducks is about to begin. To have enough land to raise all the corn that will be 
needed for fuel is going to crash head on with our prairie pothole lands. Some politicians would like to see us use more 
ethanol than gasoline to cut back on foreign oil consumption. The problem is that it would take over 90% of the total 
United States surface to grow enough corn to make all the ethanol needed.  
   This year farmers in this country will plant the highest percentage of corn since WWII and even more in the years to 
come. Politicians are even talking about letting farmers get out of their CRP contracts so they could plant more corn. 
For all the good done for wildlife and clean water in the last 20 years by the CRP program, it is about to be lost in the 
name of bio-fuels conservation. Even the native prairie grasses around the potholes will be cut to make ethanol fuel. 
   If this new ethanol program completely takes over the prairie pothole region of the Midwest, then you may be 
witnessing the beginning of the end of the type of duck hunting that you have been accustomed to since 1993. 
   We will have to go back to having Canada and DU raising all of the ducks and hope that there will be enough to go 
around. You are probably talking about a 2-duck limit and a 30-day season if we are lucky.  
   Read your wildlife and outdoor magazines and you will start to read that this may be the consequences of a major 
conversion to bio-field in this country.  
   How far the green people will go in letting wildlife habitat be sacrificed in the name of cleaner bio-field will have to 
be seen. I hope this will not be another government program that does more bad than good.    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CRP or CORN 
Duane Hahnenkamp 

 

 

Late Spring Habitat Conditions in Canada 
May 18, 2007 

 

Habitat conditions in Canada are now generally good or better for breeding waterfowl.  Conditions are 
particularly good in the British Columbia coastal region and in much of Alberta, the Saskatchewan parklands 

and southern Ontario, where early reports from waterfowl survey crews indicate a strong breeding effort.  
The Saskatchewan prairies remain dry.  Canada goose broods have been reported in a number of areas and 

other waterfowl are now nesting across the country.   
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PROPOSED 2007-08 WATERFOWL SEASONS 
Revised Central Zone Canada Goose Season 

 
DUCKS 

 

·  60-day Season and 6 Duck Daily Bag Limit 
·  North and Central Start on Saturday and end 

on Tuesday 
·  South Starts on Thanksgiving Day and ends on 

Sunday 
    

North Zone              October 20 - December 18 
Central Zone           October 27 - December 25 
South Zone              November 22 - January 20 

 
CANADA GEESE 

 

·  85-day Season in North and Central Zones and 
66-day Season in South Zone 

·  2 Goose Daily Bag Limit  
·  North & Central Start on Saturday  
·  South Starts on Thanksgiving Day 
 
North Zone   October 20 - January 12 (Sat.) 
Central Zone Revised Dates                  

October 27 - November 8 (Thu.)  
and   

                        November 21 (Wed. after deer   
                        season) – January 31 (Thu.) 

South Zone  November 22 - November 25 (Sun.)    
                       and 
                      December 1 (Sat.) - January 31(Thu.) 

 

 
YOUTH HUNT DATES  

 
North Zone     Oct. 13-14 
Central Zone  Oct. 20-21 
South Zone     Nov. 10-11 
 
 

TEAL SEASON  
 
Sept. 8-23 or Sept. 8-16 
16 days or 9 days 
Bag limit: 4 
Possession: 8 
 
 

CANADA GOOSE 
Sept. 1-15 
15 days 
Bag limit: 5 Northeast and 2 remainder of state 
Possession: 10 Northeast and 4 remainder of state 
 
 

                    

Rationale for Duck Season Dates – Central Zone 
Duck season dates were set for the next 5 years during the 2006 season setting process. 
Preliminary results from the 2006 Illinois IWHS indicated that 64% of duck hunters were satisfied with the duck 

       season dates used in 2006 which are very similar to these dates. Only 20% of duck hunters were dissatisfied 
Rationale for Canada Goose Season Dates – Central Zone  

·  Preliminary results from the 2006 IWHS indicated that 58% of goose hunters preferred an 85-day season with a 
      2 goose bag limit while 40% wanted a 90-day season with a 1-goose bag limit for 16 days and a 2-goose limit for 
      74 days. 
·  Preliminary results from the 2006 IWHS indicated that 71% of goose hunters were satisfied with last year’s�split 
      season which was closed for 18 days and only 15% were dissatisfied. This proposal closes the season for only 12    
      days. 
·  Over 2/3 of goose hunters wanted the split season closure to include the 1st deer season.  
·  Previous IWHS indicated that hunters want goose season to open with duck season. A split season is necessary 
      to have goose season open with duck season and close on January 31 with an 85-day season length. Preliminary  
      results from the 2006 IWHS indicated that 57% of Central Zone goose hunters wanted a continuous goose  
     season. However, a goose season that starts with duck season for 85 continuous days would close January 19  
     which is likely too early to satisfy most Central Zone goose hunters.  
·  Goose migrations into the Central Zone have generally been later than normal the past few years and hunting 
      success generally improves later in the season. More goose hunting opportunities may occur in this zone in late 
      January than early to mid-November. 
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Summer Season for Duck Hunters 

Duane Hahnenkamp 
    
 
     By this time of year spring turkey season is long 
behind and fishing has slowed way down. By now the 
spring floods should be over and pour areas are drying 
up. Yes, summer has arrived, and the duck hunter’s 
mind-change has started, or as old ‘Joe Duck’ calls it, 
“it’s time to switch over to duck mode.” 
   Part of this is remembering to re-register your duck 
blinds in late May. If you did remember to do the last 
part, then it is time to sit down and think about what 
you did right or wrong last season. 
   A good duck hunter will start planning his attack 
now because he knows that when the ducks get here 
it’s too late to make any major changes. He will keep 
the good stuff that worked and change the things that 
did not work.  
   Sometimes I swear that some hunters have about as 
much fun working on their blinds and planning their 
strategy as they do when hunting season finally gets 
here.  
   As most MRA duck hunters know, summer means a 
lot of hard work, with blinds to be brushed, potholes to 
be cleared, and feed to be planted (if they are lucky 
enough to have potholes that go dry). 
   Even when the duck hunter is at home, there are 
other things to worry about during the summer.  
   Did the weather map show rain up north, from the 
Dakotas to the Canadian north? Will we hear any bits 
of news about the duck hatch from DU or anyone who 
happened to go fishing in Canada? Do we see any feed 
growing in the refuges or our hunting areas as we drive 
by? The there is the constant worry about new gun 
laws coming out of Springfield, or should I just say 
Chicago.  
    The MRA hunter has 3 months to hunt waterfowl, 
but that does not include the five months before that is 
being spent working, worrying and planning. I guess 
that’s why duck hunters are known to be a different 
breed from all other hunters out there. 
   All I can say is that it all seems worth it to me, the 
good days and the bad. All the work and time spent 
was never lost in my book. 
    Now if you ask my wife or any other duck hunter’s 
wife, especially during a July BBQ, you will probably 
get the same evil eye look that we all know.  
   So let’s all quit while we are ahead and enjoy our 
summer, in our own special duck hunter’s way. 
 
 

### 

 
Status of Swan Lake Drawdown 

and Lower Pump – 6/20/2007 
John Mabery, 

Manager Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge 
 
 

 
 
    Things look promising for a good draw down of 
Lower Swan Lake this summer, and this is good news 
for wildlife and those who enjoy seeing them.  
   One of the main objectives of the Swan Lake Habitat 
Enhancement and Restoration Project is to solidify the 
soupy lake bottom throughout the 2,900-acre project 
area. Firming up the lake bottom will promote growth 
of aquatic vegetation, which improves water quality 
and provides the foundation for high quality fish and 
waterfowl habitat.  
    The problematic pump which has hindered previous 
attempts at dewatering Lower Swan has been 
overhauled, re-installed, and as this moment is running 
smoothly. At its highest efficiency the pump system is 
moving about 48,000 gallons per minute. If all 
continues to go well, there should be several hundred 
acres of mudflats exposed by Independence Day.    
    Native vegetation like sedges, millets, and 
smartweeds will quickly become established, 
accelerating the drying process by pulling moisture out 
of the sediments through evapo-transpiration. The 
pump will be run intermittently throughout the summer 
in order to maximize the drying and consolidation of 
sediments in the lake bottom.  
     This fall, winter and spring shallow water will be 
maintained over a portion of the lake, providing 
flooded vegetation for dabbling waterfowl. In order to 
further solidify the lake bottom, plans call for 
dewatering Lower Swan again in 2008.  
    Kudos to individuals within the agencies and 
organizations who have been diligent in assuring that 
the Swan Lake HREP fulfills its intended purposes. 

### 
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War Stretches Nation's Ammo Supply; Creates Backlog on Orders  

Associated Press, Mike Wilson, May 20, 2007, Submitted by George Hamilton 

Sprin gfield Report for June 6  
 
     Yesterday, HB758 came back out of the Rules Committee yesterday. This bill, if passed, would virtually outlaw 
private sales of firearms. Today we expected to see HB758 come up for a vote but it did not happen.  We are waiting 
and watching. 
      I am expecting a long summer. We know the anti's have not given up. Be ready to call your Representatives and 
Senators on short notice. 
 
Richard A. Pearson 
 

 
   DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) - Ammunition shipments 
to local gun shops and police departments are being 
delayed for months because the Army has more than 
tripled its demand for small caliber ammunition.    
     Ammunition plants have dramatically ratcheted up 
production, but company officials acknowledge delays 
to police and retailers of up to a year.     
    "There are millions of rounds back-ordered because 
the war has put such a demand on the manufacturers," 
said Lana Ulner, manager of Rapid City, S.D.-based 
Ultramax Ammunition, a distributor for several 
manufacturers. "In some cases, it can take eight to 12 
months."  
    The Army's demand for small caliber ammunition 
has soared from 426 million rounds in 2001 to 1.5 
billion rounds in 2006, according to the Joint 
Munitions Command at the Rock Island Arsenal in 
Illinois.  
   The government spent $688 million on ammunition 
last year, up from $242 million in 2001, said Gail 
Smith, a Joint Munitions Command spokeswoman. 
The most common bullets ordered are 5.56 mm, 7.62 
mm and .50 caliber, she said.  
   Much of the ammunition used by the Defense 
Department comes from a plant in Lake City, Mo., 
owned by Alliant Techsystems. The plant's production 
has increased nearly fourfold, said company 
spokesman Bryce Hallowell.  
   "We have ... hired hundreds of people and turned our 
plants into 24/7 operations where they weren't just a 
couple of years ago to meet that demand," said 
Hallowell, whose company also has plants in Anoka, 
Minn., and Lewiston, Idaho. "We're running full-out."  
   He said the war, depleted ammunition reserves and 
the lack of foreign competition have all contributed to 
the surging demand.  
   The strong sales helped Minnesota-based Alliant's 
ammunition systems group see a 10 percent increase in 
sales for the fourth quarter and 15 percent from the last 
fiscal year.  

   "The increase reflects higher volumes in medium-
caliber gun systems and ammunition, civil ammunition 
and military small-caliber ammunition," the company 
said in a statement.  
   Ann Pipkin, a spokeswoman for East Alton, Ill.-
based Winchester Ammunition, said the company also 
is seeing a backlog on orders for certain types of 
ammunition, but she wouldn't give specific.  
   Because of the increased demand, police in Des 
Moines, Iowa, said it's taking twice as long to get 
ammunition orders as a few years ago -- up to eight 
months. Still, the department has not decreased it use 
of ammunition.  
   "We're not experiencing any shortages, but they are 
planning ahead to accommodate for the delay caused 
by the war," said police spokesman Sgt. Todd Dykstra.  
   Larry Maynes, owner of JLM Gun Shoppe, in 
Urbandale, Iowa, said military ammunition and 
weapons are popular with his customers because the 
mass production makes them less expensive.  
   "I have some in stock, but it won't be easy to 
replace," he said.  
   In most cases, customers buy the military-style 
weapons for target practice, but some people use them 
to shoot small animals, Maynes said.  
   "Guys like those for prairie dogs and coyotes 
primarily," he said.  
   At Darr's Shooting Supply in Chattanooga, Tenn., the 
wait for some types of ammunition was four months at 
the end of 2006, said salesman Jeff Brewton.  
   Given the Army's need for ammunition, he said few 
customers complain.  
   "There hasn't been a whole lot of problems," 
Brewton said. "They ... understand what's going on."  
   Jeff Lepp, CEO of Specialty Sports & Supply, a 
high-volume dealer in Colorado Springs, Colo., agreed.  
   "I certainly concur that the military should have the 
ammunition in a situation like this," Lepp said.  

### 
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First Riverbend Catfish Tournament 
Justin Wolfe 

  

2007 RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT TRAIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

On April 21, 2007 the Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail held its 1st tournament in Alton IL. on the Mississippi 
River. With a field of 32 teams over half of them were fishing from a SeaArk boat meaning one team was going to 
have a good chance of taking home the SeaArk contingency bonus.  Teams were also competing qualify for the 
RiverBend Classic in September where the 1st place team will be taking home a SeaArk 1548 DKLD, 9.9 Mercury 
Motor, & Haul Rite trailer donated by Clark Boat & Motor.  

Teams would have from 6am to 3pm to catch their limit of 5 catfish and if rumor was true that was going to be 
a tough accomplishment. As each hour passed and weigh-in time came closer a crowd of spectators gathered, 
consisting of family members, friends and people just wanting to see some big catfish. Some of the first anglers started 
to roll in to the weigh-in site around 3 pm, but most of them had no fish to weigh.  Most of the teams I talked to said 
that it was a pretty tough bite out on the water. From a part of the Mississippi River where 30lb, 40lb, 50lb, and larger 
catfish are pulled from the waters almost every day that was not a good thing to hear.  After every thing was said done 
only 12 out of 32 teams weighed in at least one catfish.  This tournament was to payout over $2500 to the top 4 places, 
a big fish pot, with 10% of the entry fees going to the classic. Here are the results: 

   1st place- Leonard Jacoby & Collin Overmeyer         51.3 lbs. 
              2nd place- Mat Wolfe & Matt McIntyre                     51.0 lbs. 

 3rd place- Bob Simmons                                             43.3 lbs 
 4th place- Carter Mallory & Landon Sprague             23.1 lbs. 

              Big Fish pot- Mat Wolfe & Matt McIntyre                28.1 lbs. 
 
Special thanks to our sponsors: Migratory Waterfowl Hunters Inc., Clark Boat & Motor, Mercury Outboards, 

SeaArk boats, Bluff City Tackle, McIntyre Const. Co., Cassens bait & tackle. 
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Second Riverbend Catfish Tournament 
Justin Wolfe 

    On May 12th, 2007 the Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail held their second of five qualifying tournaments on the 
Mississippi River in Alton, IL. from 6am to 3pm. Conditions were at very high flood stages on the Mississippi & 
Missouri Rivers and almost led to a postponement of the tournament.  Anglers proceeded on to the flooded rivers with 
extreme caution during take off but most found that conditions were not as bad as predicted.  If fishing reports from 
early that week held true, this tournament was going to showcase some large catfish.  With rising waters all week there 
was a lot of talk of a awesome bite going on, but in the same breath there was also talk of a crest date which would 
possible turn the bite off. 
      With high water conditions, the anglers were also left with limited options on river access around the Riverbend 
area.  There were 28 teams signed up for this event and  just about 22 of them were wanting to fish below lock & dam 
26, but the only way anglers could access that part of the river was to lock through the dam.  By locking through, the 
anglers put themselves at risk of not being able to make it back to the weigh-in line in time.  So to add a little drama to 
an already exciting event, at 2pm boats wanted to lock back up river to weigh-in but had to wait until 3:30pm because 
of a push boat (barge) that was being locked through first.  The rules state that teams must be in the weigh-in line by 
4pm, which gave them 30mins to lock through and get to the scales.  Everyone did make it back in time to weigh-in. I 
was very relieved to see that because I really did not want to tell 22 teams that they were disqualified. 
    As for the results of this May 12th tournament, the day before Mother’s Day, fate would have it that everyone who 
signed up for this tournament was fishing for second place.  I don’t think anyone had a chance on Mother’s Day 
weekend to compete against the mother and son team of Vicky & Jason Mathenia who took home 1st place with a total 
weight of 71.7lbs, which paid out $756 and also took home an extra $250 from SeaArk boats for finishing in 1st out of 
a SeaArk boat.  In second place was the one man team of Rex Sitzmore weighing in 48.7lbs,  3rd place and winners of 
big fish were the team of Clint Paradee and Joe Coventry with a total weight of 48.4lbs and their big fish weight of 
46.9lbs they took home a total of $787, and the 4th place team was Luke Steen and Mark Farrow with a total weight of 
33.9lbs which paid out $151. 
Thanks go out to Clark Boat & Motor for paying for this event’s plaques and to all the sponsors who support the 
Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail. 
 
 
 

        
     
 
 
 
 
 ISRA Press Release:  

Arrest of Murder Suspect Dovetails  

Thank you to all the Co-Sponsors of the Catfish Tou rnament!  
 

Clark Boat & Motor    Mercury   McIntyre Constructi on    SeaArk Boats   
Haul Rite Trailers   Cassens Bait & Tackle  Bluff C ity Tackle   
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441  Fax: 217-854-5311 
 
Sen. Frank Watson – 51st District 
Tel: 618-664-9108 E-mail: frank_watson51@sbcglobal.net 
 
Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 
Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 
Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 
Sen. David Luechtfeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 
Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 
Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 
Rep. Kurt Granberg – 107th District 
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 
Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Wyvetter Younge – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-1691  
 
Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 
Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Costello  -  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 
Durbin  -  dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 

Barack Obama – http://obama.senate.gov 
 
Shimkus  -  http://www.house.gov/shimkus 
 

New Parasite of American Coots 
Found in Lake Onalaska 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, June 12, 2007 
 
On June 4, 2007, scientists from the U.S. Geological 
Survey’s National Wildlife Health Center (NWHC) 
in Madison, Wisc. discovered a parasitic trematode 
new to the Upper Mississippi River in a faucet snail 
collected on Arrowhead Island in Lake Onalaska in 
May.  The trematode, or flatworm, is Leyogonimus 
polyoon, and is known to infect American coots and 
moorhens.  The susceptibility of other North 
American birds, besides coots and moorhens, 
remains unknown.  Before 1996, this trematode was 
reported only from Eastern Europe and was not 
known to cause extensive mortality in its host.   
 
NWHC scientists documented the first record of this 
trematode in North America in 1996 when it caused the 
deaths of over 1,500 coots in the Wolf River System in 
north-central Wisconsin.  A year later, over 11,000 
coots died.  The parasite was found deep in the 
intestinal tissue; some birds had up to 40,000 worms in 
their bodies 
 
The three species of trematodes have not been reported 
to infect humans.  Further, no human health threats 
have been documented from handling or consuming 
waterfowl infected with trematodes.  Any bird 
suffering from these infections would not look or act 
normally, so the old warning for hunters not to harvest 
or consume any sick looking bird applies and should 
address this concern.  Waterfowlers are also reminded 
to wear gloves when cleaning or handling birds and to 
cook them until well done.  

�

����������	�
���
 

MWHI 9 th Annual Golf Tournament 
 


���	��������������������
���	��������������������
���	��������������������
���	��������������������� ���
Start: 9:00 a.m.   Sign Up: 8:00 am to 8:45 a.m. 

 

Wolves Crossing, Jerseyville, 
Illinois 

 

For Reservation Contact: 
Eric Rhuede 
618-410-9853 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Upper Mississippi River 
National Wildlife and Fish 
Refuge 
La Crosse District  
555 Lester Avenue 
Onalaska, WI 54650 
  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  Contact:  Jim Nissen (608) 7 83-8401 
June 12, 2007      Bill Thrune (608) 783-8402 
    

 
New Parasite of American Coots 

Found in Lake Onalaska 
 
On June 4, 2007, scientists from the U.S. 
Geological Survey’s National Wildlife Health 
Center (NWHC) in Madison, Wisc. discovered a 
parasitic trematode new to the Upper Mississippi 
River in a faucet snail collected on Arrowhead 
Island in Lake Onalaska in May.  The trematode, 
or flatworm, is Leyogonimus polyoon, and is 
known to infect American coots and moorhens.  
The susceptibility of other North American 
birds, besides coots and moorhens, remains 
unknown.  Before 1996, this trematode was 
reported only from Eastern Europe and was not 
known to cause extensive mortality in its host.   
 
NWHC scientists documented the first record of 
this trematode in North America in 1996 when it 
caused the deaths of over 1,500 coots in the 
Wolf River System in north-central Wisconsin.  
A year later, over 11,000 coots died.  The 
parasite was found deep in the intestinal tissue; 
some birds had up to 40,000 worms in their 
bodies. 
 
This spring a coot infected with about 600 
worms was found dead in Lake Onalaska.  
However, it was unclear where the bird had 
become infected. 
 
The discovery of a snail infected with this 
trematode in Lake Onalaska confirms that the 
parasite has established its life cycle in the Upper 
Mississippi River System.  Based on data from 

2004-2006 surveys, it was not previously present 
in the Upper Mississippi River until now.  
 
This new trematode joins two others that are 
now in the Upper Mississippi River and 
causing the deaths of waterbirds.  Trematode-
caused waterbird mortality was first confirmed 
on the river during the 2002 spring migration 
and now occurs each spring and fall.  This 
spring an estimated 900-1,100 lesser scaup and 
coots died on Lake Onalaska/upper Pool 8 and 
another 2,000-2,500 died in lower Pool 8.  
Additional mortality also was reported in Pool 
9.   
 

- MORE - 
Most trematodes have complex life cycles that 
require two intermediate hosts in which the 
parasites develop before they become infective for 
the definitive, final bird host.  All three trematodes 
are small, ranging in size from 1 millimeter to less 
than 2 millimeters.   
 
An exotic snail, known as the faucet snail or mud 
bithynia (Bithynia tentaculata), serves as the first 
intermediate host for all three species of 
trematodes.  Native to Europe, faucet snails were 
first found in Wisconsin in the Great Lakes basin 
in the early 1900’s.  For the second intermediate 
host, the newly-discovered trematode uses various 
aquatic insects, such as dragonflies or damselflies, 
while the other two trematodes use faucet snails.  
 
Depending on how heavily snail populations are 
infected, some birds can receive a lethal dose 
during less than 24 hours of feeding.  Susceptible 
waterfowl can die 3-8 days after ingesting a lethal 
dose of the trematodes.    
 
The three species of trematodes have not been 
reported to infect humans.  Further, no human 
health threats have been documented from 
handling or consuming waterfowl infected with 
trematodes.  Any bird suffering from these 
infections would not look or act normally, so the 
old warning for hunters not to harvest or consume 
any sick looking bird applies and should address 
this concern.  Waterfowlers are also reminded to 
wear gloves when cleaning or handling birds and 
to cook them until well done.  
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Avian predators and scavengers, such as bald 
eagles, crows, and gulls, feed extensively on the 
sick/dead birds.  Mammals, including mink, 
raccoons, fox, and coyotes, also feed on the 
carcasses.  According to Wildlife Disease 
Specialists at the NWHC, there appears to be no 
threat to raptors or scavengers feeding on infected 
carcasses. 
    
The search to find solutions to address these die-
offs continues.  Intensive monitoring work is 
planned this summer in Navigation Pools 8 and 13 
in cooperation with the Wisconsin and Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources’ Long Term 
Resource Monitoring Program field stations.  
Additional work, under the direction of a biologist 
from the U.S. Geological Survey’s Upper Midwest 
Environmental Sciences Center, also is planned in 
Pools 4-6, 7, 9, and 11. 
 
For more information, or to report finding sick or 
dead waterfowl or coots on the Upper Mississippi 
River, contact the following U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Offices:  La Crosse District 
Office at 608/783-8405 and McGregor (IA) 
District Office at 563/873-3423. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


