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The Hurricane Hump Memorial   

 
Our most sincere thank you goes to Neil Booth, IDNR MRA Site Manager, for laying this issue to rest. 

That-a-Boy!                                                                                             
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 p.m 

 
 

Wednesday, October 17, 2007 
 MWHI GENERAL MEETING  

at the Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 
in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 p.m 

 

Saturday, October 20 2007 

YOUTH WATERFOWL SEASON OPENS 
 

Saturday, October 27 2007 

CENTRAL ZONE 
DUCK AND GOOSE SEASON OPENS 
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The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 
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     Just about the time I thought I had seen it all as a river duck hunter along comes a river flood in the middle of a 
drought. 
   First we watched our areas come through a spring flood that kept lake waters high to about June. As wet and cool 
June was, I was pretty sure that we would not get much vegetation or crops growing in our areas. Then things dried out 
in July and turned real hot in August. About the first week of August, we were back to driving trucks to the blinds at 
the Glades. The wild millet took off and was over our heads by the third week of August. The talked turned to brushing 
blinds and whether Neil Booth should put water in for teal season. The question was that if Neil put water in early, 
would he have enough money to pump more water, if needed, later in the season. 
    Then, in the last two weeks of August while we were burning up in 100+ degree weather, Wisconsin and northern 
Illinois were having 80 degree temperatures and lots of rain. If you saw the news reports, then you know what 
happened when their rains didn’t stop and turned into massive flooding.  
   We were just planning a day to cut and brush the blind when the words ‘river flood’ started to be heard. I cut a load 
of brush along the Mississippi River two days later and took it to the blind. When my partners came up the next day to 
cut the big load, I was surprised to see that the River had already jumped up a foot. The race was on and two days later 
the water started to back into the Glades. Our pothole was done and the blind brushed enough to pass inspection, but 
many other blinds weren’t as lucky.  
   The flood water created both good and bad situations. On one hand, Neil got free water without having to pump our 
areas, which was good. On the other hand, some areas were totally flooded and probably lost most of the feed.  
     In the Glades, the River did not go over the levee, so we got enough water to hunt teal without being flooded out. 
The problem for some blinds was, however, that they did not get their potholes cut in time and now are going to have a 
rough time getting one. It seems like areas along the Mississippi took the worst hit while the Illinois River areas 
squeezed by and actually came out ahead on the deal. 
   I am writing this the day after Labor Day. It is still hot and the water is going down fast. I know we need some rain, 
but I hope that it doesn’t start raining hard in the weeks to come and bring the high water back. Any other time I would 
say ‘no chance’ but after this summer I have to say ‘anything goes.’   ### 

  

Fall Flood in a Drought 
Duane Hahnenkamp 

 

 

Largest Midwest Wildlife Refuge: New Hunting Rules Phasing In 

        Federal wildlife authorities on Friday began to phase in a new set of hunting regulations for the 
Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge, the largest national refuge in the Midwest, 
which runs about 260 miles from southern Minnesota to northern Illinois and includes land in 19 
counties across four states (MN, WI, IA, and IL).  

        The entire new regulation package will be completely implemented by 2009 and will ultimately 
leave about 22% of the refuge closed to hunting, up from about 20% currently.  

             The changes are part of sweeping rule revisions the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service approved for 
the Mississippi refuge last October. The changes caused an uproar with river lovers and Republican 
legislators in Wisconsin, who felt the moves were too draconian.  

 
The new hunting regulations include: 

·  Increasing areas closed to hunting to give waterfowl resting areas from 15 zones totaling 44,500 
acres to 24 zones totaling 43,683 acres. 

·  Increasing areas closed to hunting for safety reasons, such as protecting trails, from 8 zones 
totaling 3,500 acres to 12 zones totaling 4,060 acres. 

·  Closing the Wisconsin River delta to duck hunting beginning Nov. 1. That 1,400-acre area has 
always been open to season-long hunting. 
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The annual southward migration by millions of birds has 
already begun. Locally Two Rivers National Wildlife 
Refuge is well prepared for hundreds of thousands of 
these avian visitors to feed and rest along their journey. 
Thousands of shorebirds, including a variety of sandpiper 
and plover species, are currently passing through the 
Refuge. Early waterfowl migrants like blue-winged teal 
and shovelers are arriving, soon to be followed by pintail, 
mallards, and an assortment of other duck species. Several 
thousand pelicans are currently using Refuge waters, as 
are hundreds of egrets and herons. Over 200 species of 
songbirds, shorebirds, wading birds, waterfowl, and 
raptors rely on places like Two Rivers to provide food and 
sanctuary during their semiannual migration. 
 
Despite extremely dry conditions this summer and recent 
local flooding of the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers, 
habitat conditions on Two Rivers NWR are very good. In 
fact, according to John Mabery, Refuge Manager, “this 
dryer than normal summer coupled with the recent high 
rivers have helped us produce some outstanding habitat 
for birds coming through this fall and winter.” 
 
Nearly all of the 8,500 acres managed by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service on Two Rivers lie within the 
floodplains of the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers in 
Calhoun and Jersey Counties. According to Mabery, 
“most of this acreage is manageable wetlands where we 
are capable of manipulating water levels in order to 
provide high quality habitat for migratory birds. That’s 
our primary objective on this Refuge,” says Mabery, “to 
provide the best habitat we can for migratory birds.” 
 
According to Kenneth Dalrymple, Refuge Wildlife 
Biologist, areas like Gilbert Lake, Prairie Pond (near 
Batchtown) and the Calhoun Division currently have 
excellent conditions of native vegetation and shallow 

water. The 2,600-acre Swan Lake is part of the Refuge’s 
Calhoun Division and is the largest management unit on 
the Refuge. It is also the largest backwater on the lower 
Illinois River, comprising 10 percent of all Illinois River 
backwater habitat. “Swan Lake is our 400 pound gorilla,” 
says Dalrymple. “This is where we spend the majority of 
our time and effort. But, it is also where we get the most 
bang for our buck in terms of high quality habitat for a 
variety of bird species and other wildlife.”  
 
Swan Lake is divided into two compartments, each having 
separate water control devices and pump systems. On a 
rotational basis water is pumped out of one compartment 
each summer, exposing mudflats that produce native 
vegetation desirable to a variety of wildlife. Normally the 
compartment is re-flooded with shallow water during the 
fall when migrating waterfowl numbers are increasing. 
This year however, water in the lower compartment of 
Swan Lake will be kept very low with intentions of more 
thoroughly solidifying sediments in the lake bottom, 
thereby improving future habitat conditions.  
 
The annual cycle of drying and re-flooding has not 
solidified sediments enough to re-establish aquatic 
vegetation that has disappeared due to excessive flooding 
and sedimentation. “The flood of 1993 was the final nail 
in the coffin for aquatic vegetation in Swan Lake. If 
aquatic vegetation can be restored, then other good things 
will follow.” says Dalrymple. These things Dalrymple 
refers to include better water quality, greater numbers and 
varieties of macro invertebrates, which means better 
conditions for fish and wildlife. 
 
Two Rivers is one of five National Wildlife Refuges on 
the Mark Twain NWR Complex spanning the Mississippi 
River from Rock Island, Illinois to the mouth of the Ohio 
River.     ### 

Refuge Habitat Conditions Good for Fall Bird Migration 
USFWS, Refuge Manager John Mabery  

 
Illinois Department Of Natural Resources 

Comment on INHS Waterfowl Aerial Inventory 
 09/04/2007 

 
Note that blue-winged teal numbers are well below a verage, especially on the Illinois 
River.  This is not surprising considering the rece nt heavy rains in northern Illinois 
and the resulting floods on the Illinois and Missis sippi Rivers.  Blue-winged teal 
normally are most attracted to very shallow water a nd mud flats and these habitats are 
not available on the portions of the rivers surveye d due to floods.  Non-traditional 
areas that have shallow flooded fields and mud flat s likely have good numbers of blue-
winged teal.  Northeast and north-central Illinois and areas flooded by the 2 major 
rivers, plus Corps reservoirs such as Shelbyville, Carlyle and Rend may be the best 
areas to find teal.  
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Illinois Governor Signs Bill to Put Deer 
Herd Under Local Control 

Local control gives anti's the edge 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, September 14, 2007 (Illinois)  

 
A new Illinois law will endanger hunting by stripping the 
Department of Natural Resources of its authority to regulate 
deer populations. 
On Aug 28, Gov. Rod Blagojevich signed HB 3425. The 
provision will allow local governments to manage deer herds 
using methods other than hunting. A local government that 
conducts a DNR-approved study of alternative deer population 
controls in addition to hunting may now unilaterally implement 
the alternative methods deemed useful. 
“There is great danger in a law that diverts wildlife management 
decision-making away from the state, which has the resources 
and expertise to make such decisions,” said U.S. Sportsmen’s 
Alliance President Bud Pidgeon. “Putting wildlife in the hands 
of local governments makes it easier for anti-hunters to strike 
against hunting, not to mention the fact that it creates a 
patchwork approach that will cripple successful wildlife 
management.” 
House Bill 3425 creates a slippery slope. Today, the call is for 
local control of deer herds, but anti-hunters will run with the 
concept and advocate local management of all hunting and 
trapping. 
House Bill 3425 passed the House of Representatives on April 
17, by a vote of 70 to 40. It passed the Senate on May 31, by a 
vote of 33 to 23. ### 
 

Federal Premium Brings More Density to 
Waterfowlers with Ultra-Shok HEAVYWEIGHT  

Submitted by George Hamilton 
 

   ANOKA, Minn. – Sept. 11, 2007 – With a US Fish and 
Wildlife 2006 blanket approval of several new tungsten-
based shot types, the door has opened for 
HEAVYWEIGHT™ to wreak havoc on waterfowl. For 
2007, Federal Premium® introduces HEAVYWEIGHT™ 
Shot to its Ultra-Shok® waterfowl line. 
   HEAVYWEIGHT is simply the densest available shot 
type in the industry—at 15 g/cc, it’s better than its closest 
competitor by 2 on the density scale. That kind of density 
allows downsizing of shot, more pellets on target and 
extreme energy. 
   This super-dense shot originally made its splash on 
turkey hunters when it was released in Federal’s Mag-
Shok line just a few years back. HEAVYWEIGHT 
significantly improved the range of those in search of ol’ 
tom. To allow for optimal patterns on waterfowl, Ultra-
Shok HEAVYWEIGHT will not use the 
FLITECONTROL™ wad like its turkey hunting 
counterpart. For more information on Ultra-Shok 
HEAVYWEIGHT, additional new products and the entire 
Federal lineup, visit www.federalpremium.com. ### 

Federal's Black Cloud Steel  
Disappoints Outdoor Writer 

Submitted by George Hamilton 
 

With early Canada goose season opening this 
weekend, the outdoor writer for a Wisconsin 
newspaper published his review today of several steel 
waterfowl loads, based on his patterning tests using 
two shotguns and several different choke tubes.  (This 
article is also being republished in several other 
newspapers owned by the same publisher.)  

Despite a few positive reviews from other outdoor 
writers, Jim Bennett stated that Federal Cartridge 
Company’s Black Cloud steel shotshell, “the new 
shotshell on the market that has everyone talking” 
performed worse than any of the loads included in 
the test, and proved to be disappointing as it “did 
not live up to expectations.”  

As reported in previously, Black Cloud loads 
incorporate the FLITECONTROL wad and are loaded 
with a 40%/60% combination of Federal's new 
"FLITESTOPPER" steel and standard steel shot, 
respectively.    

Bennett stated that Black Cloud’s mix of steel is 
supposed to provide for quick clean kills and fewer 
cripples, with the regular steel making a consistent 
pattern while the Flightstopper steel – with its 
irregular shot – is intended to hit with higher impact, 
causing more damage to the target.  He “did not find 
that to be true on patterning paper,” however, 
concluding, “Black Cloud’s design simply makes no 
sense.”  

The column goes on to rank the other steel loads 
that he tested, with “the costly” Federal Premium 
Steel also performing poorly.  

Bennett ranked Winchester Xpert steel, “a 
lower cost shotshell,” as the second-best on the list 
of shotshells that he patterned, stating that Kent’s 
Fast Steel, “a medium-priced steel shot, outperformed 
all of the other expensive ones and was just a little 
better than the Winchester Xpert.”  ### 
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Legislation Update 
John Popov 

��
Most of you may not know about the United Nations gun 
ban they want to impose on the US. You don’t hear and 
see a lot of media hype on it because this fits their 
agenda. What a better way to slip something like this 
into international law and shut down gun ownership in 
America. 
   When John Bolton was Ambassador to the United 
Nations he said that the United States would not join 
consent to a final document that contains measures 
contrary to our constitutional right to keep and bear 
arms.   When the UN tries to dictate policies to countries 
and bypass their sovereignty as a self-governing nation, 
look out. 
   When you lose sovereignty to govern according to our 
laws, you have no country. NAFTA, if not restricted, will 
have the same effect. 
   Labor Day week the Senate has already put forth an 
amendment to stop this insanity. Thank God for pro-gun 
senators and representatives. It looks like the anti-gun 
legislators in Congress and Illinois are taking a short 
break. Stay tuned. 
   If it is to be, it is up to you and me. 
 
 

 
PETA Protests Fish Fry Fundraiser 

Newkirk Steamed over Fried Fish 
(Alaska) 
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441  Fax: 217-854-5311 
 
Sen. Frank Watson – 51st District 
Tel: 618-664-9108 E-mail: frank_watson51@sbcglobal.net 
 
Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 
Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 
Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 
Sen. David Luechtfeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 
Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 
Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 
Rep. Kurt Granberg – 107th District 
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 
Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Wyvetter Younge – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-1691  
 
Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 
Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Costello  -  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 
Durbin  -  dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 

Barack Obama – http://obama.senate.gov 
 
Shimkus  -  http://www.house.gov/shimkus 
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When I started duck hunting in 1973, Wood Ducks were the #2 species shot in the State of Illinois. In the late 
1980s, I hunted Calhoun Point and the Wood Duck was about the bulk of the ducks shot in those lean years. 
It seemed that more Wood Ducks came in, except for during one of the small flight days, than all of the 
others ducks put together. 
   In 1990 I started hunting the Glades area, and there too the Wood Duck made up one or two of a three bird 
limit. Twenty years later, state waterfowl biologists now report that the Wood Duck harvest in Illinois has 
dropped to #4 or #5 behind other prairie ducks. Last year, I believe I may have shot 2 to 3 Wood Ducks all 
season. The clouds of Wood Ducks that used to fly around the Lake at sawn are long gone and across the 
country Wood Duck harvest is way down. 
   The Wood Duck is not the priced bird it once was. The new generation of duck hunters who started in the 
good years of the 1990s sees the Wood Duck as just a bonus bird. These hunters don’t see the Woody in the 
same class as the Mallards, Pintails, Widgeon, Gadwalls and Green-winged teal. I believe that this is why no 
one realizes or cares that the Wood Duck population seems to be in a tail spin. 
    I have heard of three good opinions regarding the loss of Wood Duck populations in the Mississippi 
Flyway. Number (1) is the increased Wood Duck harvest in the southern states, like Arkansas, which are 
seeing fewer Mallards and other ducks in the last 5 years. Duck clubs in that state, that used to shoot mainly 
Mallards and Pintails, have resorted to shooting any duck they can to keep their hunters happy. Even the 
lonely Spoonbill has become a prize in their bag. So it would be a no-brainer that the better tasting Wood 
Duck would be highly prized. Number (2) is the loss of river bottom habitat along the Mississippi River 
flyway. The clearing of river bottom wetlands for farming and other developments are taking a heavy toll. 
Number (3) is the 1993 Great Mississippi River Flood. Ten years ago, waterfowl biologists feared flood 
damage on nesting trees would have a major impact on Wood Duck populations. Indeed, a few years after 
the flood many of these trees died in the bottoms and what the biologists feared came true. 
   Only two things are going to bring the Wood Duck back to our areas in larger numbers: Management and 
Habitat. The Government is going to have to recognize that there is a problem with the Wood Duck and 
manage accordingly. The habitat has to be restored and will have to be monitored for years to come. 
   We can not expect the Wood Duck to come back just by throwing money at the DU since most of their 
projects are in the marsh and prairie areas up north. The local hunters must help by building and putting out 
Wood Duck nest boxes in their areas. If you don’t know how to build boxes, then buy one or two from 
organizations like MWHI. We have built thousands of boxes in the last 30 years and can testify to their 
success.  
   All duck hunters must realize that if the prairies go totally dry again, like in the 1980s, there will be no 
Wood Ducks to fall back on to help keep our duck hunting heritage alive. 

 

   
 
   For more information or to order a wood duck nest box, contact: 

Duane Hahnenkamp 
Wood Duck Nest Box Chairman 

Refuge Chairman 
618-535-7053 (cell) 

 

Wood Ducks for the Future 
Duane Hahnenkamp 
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Virus Detected in Illinois' White Tailed Deer Population 
 

Animal Health Officials Say Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease is Deadly to Deer,  
but Poses no Risk to Humans 

September 9, 2007 
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. – An outbreak of an acute, infectious virus that kills white-tailed deer has been detected in Illinois, 

the state Departments of Agriculture and Natural Resources reported today. 
              Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD), an often-fatal virus that causes high fever and severe internal bleeding, has been 
confirmed in captive deer herds in Franklin and Randolph counties. It also is the suspected cause of death in wild deer in at least 
28 counties throughout central and southern Illinois. 

“One farm, in particular, has been devastated,” Dr. Colleen O’Keefe, IDOA division manager of Food Safety and Animal 
Protection, said. “The farm, located in Franklin County, has lost 16 of its 20 deer.” 

EHD poses no risk to humans, according to Dr. O’Keefe. Other wild ruminants also are susceptible, including elk, mule 
deer, pronghorn antelope and bighorn sheep. Domestic animals such as livestock may become infected, but rarely exhibit signs of 
the disease or develop serious illness. 

EHD is spread by biting midges, or gnats. The midges transmit the virus from infected to uninfected animals as they feed. 
There currently is neither a vaccine nor an effective treatment for the disease. “The only viable way to control the virus is to 
control the insect population,” Dr. O’Keefe said. “Short of spraying for insects, there’s nothing much a landowner can do to 
prevent the disease other than wait for cold weather.”  

EHD outbreaks typically begin in late summer or early fall and end with an insect-killing frost. The deaths this year were 
first reported in late August. Officials believe the dry summer in central and southern Illinois, where the cases are concentrated, 
has contributed to the current outbreak. “When shallow ponds and creek beds dry up, conditions are good for hatches of disease-
carrying insects,” Dr. Paul Shelton, Illinois Department of Natural Resources Forest Wildlife Program manager, said. “Then, as 
summer progresses, deer tend to become more concentrated around watering holes, facilitating the spread of the disease.” 
EHD was first identified in 1955 when several hundred white-tailed deer died in both Michigan and New Jersey. Since then, cases 
have been documented throughout much of the United States and southern Canada. The last significant outbreak in Illinois 
occurred in 2004, although a few cases normally are observed in any given year.  

Symptoms develop about seven days after exposure to the virus and include loss of appetite, excessive salivation, muscle 
weakness, lameness, depression and a rapid pulse and respiration rate. In very acute cases of the disease, animals enter a “shock-
like” state, become prostrate and die within eight to 36 hours after the onset of symptoms. 

Farmers with ill deer should not assume the animals are infected with EHD, even if they are exhibiting classic symptoms. 
A veterinarian should be called to give the deer a check-up. If the animal dies, the Illinois Department of Agriculture’s animal 
disease laboratories in Centralia and Galesburg will perform a post-mortem exam to determine the cause of death. The fee for this 
exam ranges from $40 to $100, depending upon the level of testing that is required.  

Landowners or hunters who witness a deer exhibiting signs of EHD, especially near a creek or pond, can assist agency 
efforts to monitor the extent of the disease by reporting it to IDNR Deer Project Manager Tom Micetich at (309) 543-3316, 
extension 231.   ### 
 
�
�

�

�

�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 9 

Electronic Duck Stamp 
Submitted by John Mabery USFWS 9/10/2007 

 
   On September 1, 2007, the State fish and wildlife 
agencies of Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, 
Maryland, Minnesota, New York, Texas, and 
Wisconsin will begin offering  
   Federal migratory bird hunting stamps are for sale 
on-line on their websites as part of a congressionally 
mandated three-year “electronic duck stamp pilot 
program.” Buyers will be able to print out an 
“electronic stamp” that they can use to hunt waterfowl 
for a specified period of time in lieu of the traditional 
stamp.   
   Buyers will receive traditional stamps by mail and 
must use them after this time expires. The Electronic 
Duck Stamp Act of 2005 instructed the Service to 
work with the States to test and evaluate the viability 
of issuing “electronic stamps.” This pilot program will 
run through the 2009-2010 migratory bird hunting 
season. 
 
Under this Act and the pilot program: 
   Hunters anywhere in the country may purchase 
“electronic” Federal migratory bird hunting stamps 
on-line from the websites of the nine participating 
States. 

·  The buyer may print and immediately 
use this “electronic stamp.”  This 
document, which resembles a receipt 
(not a stamp), details the purchase of a 
Federal migratory bird hunting stamp as 
a line item, shows the date of purchase, 
identifies the purchaser by name and 
address, and provides other 
identification information.  

·  The “electronic stamp” will be valid 
nationwide for 45 days from purchase. 
The hunter must have a traditional 
Federal migratory bird hunting stamp on 
his/her person after 45 days.  (For 
example, if a hunter buys a Federal duck 
stamp on-line on September 1, 2007, 
that “electronic stamp” is valid through 
October 15, 2007 – the 45th day. 

·  The hunter must have a traditional duck 
stamp to hunt on October 16 and during 
the rest of the season.) The hunter must 
sign the “electronic stamp” across the 
face in ink and present it to Service and 
State officers when checked in the field. 

### 

WETLAND MANAGEMENT FOR 
WATERFOWL  

 
   At some public waterfowl hunting areas some hunters 
are concerned about a lack of crops planted for ducks 
and duck hunting.  
   As the state agency responsible for managing wildlife 
in Illinois, it is our duty to use best management 
practices that benefit waterfowl and other wildlife.  
   Current research in waterfowl management 
emphasizes the value of moist-soil management for 
ducks and other wildlife. There appears to be an 
abundance of waste grains available to migrating 
waterfowl in Illinois, especially mallards and Canada 
geese, due to the advent of modern farming practices 
such as no-till and reduced tillage farming.  
   However, many waterfowl do not eat corn, and 
wetland habitats along with moist-soil forage have been 
drastically reduced in Illinois when compared to 
historical times due to wetland drainage, siltation, 
dams, and other human alterations to the landscape.  
   A combination of cereal grains and moist-soil plants 
at public hunting areas and refuges will provide quality 
duck hunting opportunity as could be expected with all 
cereal grains, while also providing waterfowl and other 
wildlife with ideal habitat and forage. Some examples 
of beneficial moist-soil plants for waterfowl include 
wild millet (barnyard grass), rice cutgrass, smartweed, 
sprangletop, sedges, panic grass, teal grass, arrowhead 
and beggarticks. 
Advantages of Moist Soil Management 

·  Lower cost per unit than row crop management. 
·  Productive in a variety of moisture and weather 

conditions when domestic grains fail. 
·  Moist soil plants and seeds contain many 

essential nutrients lacking in domestic grains. 
Used in conjunction with nearby grain 
production on other areas, the best of both is 
provided to waterfowl and other wildlife. 

·  Provide valuable insect and other 
macroinvertebrate communities important for 
diverse populations of waterfowl and other 
wildlife. Studies in Missouri have documented 
enhanced wildlife diversity in moist-soil units 
when compared with adjacent row cropped 
areas. 

·  Provide spring migration habitat for waterfowl 
as well as shorebirds and a variety of other 
waterbirds such as egrets, herons, and rails. 
Spring migration habitat is important to 
waterfowl so that they return to the breeding 
grounds in the best body condition possible. 
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Changes highlighted in the  2007 – 2008 Waterfowl Digest 
 

White-Fronted Geese - This year, the Central Zone white-front season has been shortened to allow hunters in that zone to take 
two white-fronted geese per day, but the season does not start until the day before Thanksgiving. 
 
Canvasbacks – The canvasback population reached a record high population of 865,000 which was 25% higher than last year and 
53% over the long-term average. The Service’s canvasback harvest strategy’s allowable canvasback harvest for 2007 was 
calculated to be 467,900, whereas the canvasback harvest with a one-bird bag is predicted to be 118,904. If the bag limit was 
increased to 2, the predicted harvest would be approximately 158,000, which is nearly 310,000 birds below the allowable harvest 
for 2007. Coupled with the excellent habitat conditions in Prairie Canada (ponds in Prairie Canada were 49% above the long-term 
average), above average production is expected. As a result the canvasback daily bag limit has been increased to 2 this year. It has 
been 41 years since the daily bag limit on canvasbacks in Illinois has been as high as 2. 
 

Statistics – Illinois  Waterfowl Season 2006-2007 
 
     Illinois hunters made 75,489 trips to the state's 51 public waterfowl hunting areas that track public use, according to the 2006- 
07 Illinois Public Hunting Areas Report, published by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  
      Hunters using these public areas killed 90,427 ducks last year. Of those, 49,913 were mallards. The overall success rate was 
1.2 ducks per hunter per day versus an overall harvest rate of 0.77 ducks per hunter per day including those who hunted on public 
or private land.  
      Of those sites where more than 1,000 ducks were taken last year, the Sanganois State Fish and Wildlife Area in Cass and 
Mason counties tallied 6,657 ducks with a success ratio of 1.86 ducks per hunter. Rice Lake was second with 7,268 ducks and a 
success ratio of 1.8 ducks per hunter. Carlyle Lake and Rend Lake hunters tallied more ducks, but had lower success ratios: 8,027 
ducks with a success ratio of 1.07 at Carlyle Lake; 7,925 with a 1.11 success ratio at Rend Lake.  
      Habitat conditions at Sanganois are reported by DNR to have good stands of soybeans, Japanese millet and wild millet in blind 
areas, little food in Ash Swale, fair moist-soil plants in the walk-in area, very good moist-soil plants and soybeans in the Baker 
Tract, and excellent moist-soil plants in Chain Lake. Chain Lake is highly silted making access extremely difficult, so the area can 
now be hunted with boat blinds when river levels allow access.  
      Rice Lake reported good crops and very good moist-soil plants.  
      Anderson Lake had good corn and decent moist-soil plants with some cockleburr problems.  
 
 
 
Letter to Joe Webster, President, Batchtown Sportsmen’s Club 
 
September 11, 2007 
 

Dear Joe: 
 

It has come to the attention of the Board of Directors of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. (MWHI) that individuals 
trespassed on the waterfowl rest area, located at Titus Hollow at Batchtown MWA, and caused the intentional 
harassment of waterfowl during the fall hunting seasons of 2005 and 2006. 
 

Our organization has also become aware of a recent duck blind burning at Batchtown WMA, which is currently under 
investigation. 
 

In keeping with this organization’s high standards of waterfowl conservation and hunter ethics, we feel strong action 
must be taken to deter unsportsmanlike and criminal behavior of this magnitude. 
 

Therefore MWHI is proposing a $1,000.00 reward to anyone supplying information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of individuals harassing waterfowl in our refuges or destroying duck blinds or other property in Batchtown 
or any other area of the MRA. 
 

We are soliciting your group’s help in this endeavor in the form of a match or partial match to our proposed $1,000.00 
reward. It is MWHI’s intention to post this reward beginning October 1, 2007.  
 

We know the Batchtown Sportsmen’s Club shares our concern and we hope to hear from you soon. 
 
Sincerely, 
Scott Bryant, President, MWHI
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Hunters Are Going the Way of the 
Dinosaur 
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Opening day of the 2007 Maryland hunting season last 
weekend could not have been better. Four of us took up 
station at noon in a weed field in Howard County where 
Johnny and Larry Coburn toiled over the summer to put 
in a half-acre of sunflowers. 
 
 
   The sunflowers are heavy with seed now and doves 
flocked in to feed. "I love it when a plan comes 
together," said Coburn, admiring the pastoral scene he 
helped create, as we waited for legal shooting time. 
 
 
   The next three hours were bliss: Plenty of birds, good 
retrieving work by my young Labrador, Nellie, a bright 
day tempered by cool breezes and a limit of 12 doves for 
each of us. When we left, birds were still buzzing around 
by the dozens, offering bright promise for future  
outings. 
 
 
   Back home that evening, I dressed my birds, put the 
breasts down to soak in a light, vinegar-based barbecue 
sauce and fired up the grill. You don't want to overcook 
doves, which are as tender as aged filet mignon. While I 
fussed with the coals, my wife stripped sweet corn and 
fixed a tomato salad. We finished off with Maryland 
peaches under cream. 
 
 
   The king of any country you can name will never have 
a better meal – or a better day. So why, you might ask, 
given rewards like these, are the ranks of hunters in 
America declining? 
 
 
   The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service offers the latest 
gloomy assessment, reporting that the number of 
licensed hunters dropped from 14 million to 12.5 million 
from 1996 to 2006. It's a continuing trend. In 1982, 
hunters numbered about 17 million from a total 
population of 230 million. Today there are 300 million 
Americans, meaning that as a percentage of the 
population, hunters have dropped from 7.4 to 4.1 per 
cent in 25 years. If the numbers are bad, demographics 

are worse. The hunting population  today is 
predominantly middle-aged and older white males -- not 
exactly a growth sector. Once they're gone, who will fill 
their boots? 
 
 
   It's not as if wildlife is disappearing. Deer and wild 
turkeys are as plentiful today as they've ever been, 
maybe more so. Waterfowl seem to be holding their 
own, despite some worrisome ups and downs. The 
picture  is not so rosy for quail and rabbits, victims of 
declining habitat, and for woodcock and grouse. 
Squirrels, of course, are everywhere. 
 
 
   And unlike Europe, America still has miles and miles 
of public hunting land available, even in crowded 
Eastern states. So where is everybody? 
 
 
   Nobody really knows, but there's much conjecture. 
Urbanization, increasing parental workloads, broken 
families, computers, and continuing efforts by animal 
protection groups to vilify hunting are cited by Russell 
Sawchuk in his treatise on the subject in 
Deerfarmer.com, the deer and elk farmers' information 
network. 
 
 
   Steve Tuttle's thoughtful piece in Newsweek last year 
put the blame on "fewer fields and streams and hills full 
of game to hunt . . . more restrictions and lawsuits; more 
video games and diversions to keep junior (and his dad) 
on the couch." 
 
 
   Everyone seems to agree that if youngsters aren't 
introduced to hunting early by parents or uncles or some 
other kindly adults, they are unlikely ever to take it up. 
And adults, pressed in the current culture  and economy 
to work longer hours to make ends meet (or buy shiny 
baubles they probably don't need), are less likely to take 
the time. The upshot  is fewer hunters, which spells 
trouble for state fish and wildlife agencies, which get 
most of their operating funds from license sales. 
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(Fishing, too, is sharply down, from 35.2 million license 
sales in 1996  to 30 million in 2006, according to the 
latest federal survey.) 
 
 
   Any bright spots in this bleak picture? Not directly, but 
some trends give hope. For starters, Americans seem 
finally to be waking up to the fact that most of what they 
eat is one step up from garbage. The busiest places to 
shop these days are local farm markets -- at ours in 
Annapolis, they need two state troopers to direct traffic 
in and out on Saturday mornings. 
 
 
   Nor are people moving indoors. At the same time 
fishing and hunting participation dropped, bird- and 
wildlife-watching and photographs increased 14 percent, 
up from 62.8 million in 1996 to 71.1 million last year. 
 
 
   Of course, it's one thing to pile the kids in the car and 
head for the farmers market to stock up on tomatoes and 
corn, or out to Great Falls to scan for eagles, and quite 
another to take the time to acquire the skills and gear 
you need to take them perch fishing or rabbit hunting. 
 
 

   In the end it comes down to time, the most valuable 
commodity any of us ever will have. Sure, the Coburns 
and I only needed three hours to get  our limit of doves 
on opening day, but those three hours followed lifetimes 
of preparation -- days spent scouting, exploring, working 
up the field, training the dog, practicing shooting, and on 
and on. 
 
 
   Will Americans come back to hunting and fishing? It 
could very well happen, about the same time land 
developers start deciding they ought to leave that vacant 
weed field alone, and employers come to the conclusion 
that workers really need six weeks of vacation to stay 
healthy in body  and mind; when public schools offer 
classes in shooting and gun safety and the malls shut 
down on weekends to give people a break from runaway 
consumerism. 
 
 
   Until then, if you're among the ranks of folks eagerly 
awaiting this blossoming autumn season afield, count 
your blessings. You're a dying breed. 
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