
 

Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc.   
Receives Volunteer of the Year Award from USFWS  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Left to right: Greg Franke, John Gineris, John Mabery, Scott Bryant 

 

In September 2008, John Mabery, USFWS Manager of the Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge 
at Brussels, presents MWHI with the Volunteer of the Year award at their annual Volunteer 

Appreciation Dinner held at Riverdock Restaurant in Hardin, IL. 
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MWHI OFFICERS 

President 

Scott Bryant 
217-983-2025 (home) 
618-535-0151 (cell) 

Vice-President 

Bob Jones 
Area Projects Chairman 
618-498-4724 
618-578-9547 (cell) 
 

Treasurer 

Larry Franklin 
618-465-5686 
 

Membership Secretary 

Mike Devening 
618-791-1692 

Correspondence Secretary 

Jeremy Maggart 
618-535-4997 

Recording Secretary 

Jeremy Arnold 
618-779-8313 

 MWHI DIRECTORS 
 

John Gineris 
Banquet Chairman 
618-786-2596 
 

Eric Rhuede 
Golf Tournament Chairman 
618-410-9853 
 

Duane Hahnenkamp 
Wood Duck Nest Box Chairman 
Refuge Chairman 
618-786-2053 
 

Greg Franke 
COE Chairman 
618-396-2509 
 

Chance Funk 
618-917-4137 
 

Dave Geisler 
618-576-9845 
 

Justin Wolfe 
Carlyle Lake Area Projects Chairman 
Catfish Tournament Chairman 
618-377-0397 
 
Josh Schneider  
618-974-4328 
 
Matt Grassle  
618-550-3124 
 
Nathan Wilson 
618-535-8325 
 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, January 5, 2009 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 

Monday, February 2, 2009 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 

Wednesday, February 18, 2009 

MWHI GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
Election of Officers and Board Members          

at Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 
in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 pm 

 
 

�

 
 
 
The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 

 

Have a Safe and 
Successful Season! 
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MWHI Mourns Loss of Great Friend and Supporter 
 

Bill Woolard 
 

Bill D. Woolard, 76, passed away Monday, Sept. 22, 2008, at his home as he wished. He will be greatly 
missed by all who knew and loved him. 

Born May 1, 1932, in Eldorado, IL, he was the son of James and Jessie (Endicott) Woolard. 
He married Mary Lou Reynolds on Dec. 22, 1951, at the 1st Baptist Church parsonage in Cottage Hills. She 

survives. 
He was a sheet metal worker for many years at Elk Heating and Cooling in Wood River. He loved to hunt and 

fish since he was a young boy, being taught by his uncle and grandfather. His favorite hobby was duck hunting, and he 
passed the love of the sport down to his children and grandchildren. A member of the Alton Eagles and a lifetime 
member of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters Inc. and IFOR, he knew and accepted Jesus as his Lord and Savior. 

In addition to his wife of 56 years, he is survived by a son and daughter-in-law, Don and Nelda Woolard of 
Cottage Hills; a daughter and son-in-law, Diane and Tom Wilburn of Bethalto; five grandchildren, Kit Wilburn and his 
wife, Chrissy, Amy Wilburn and her boyfriend, Brian Cover, Dustin Wilburn and his girlfriend, Dusty Hampton, and 
her children, Gunner, Gage and Austin, Brad Woolard and Lisa Woolard; great-grandchildren Victor, Hamilton and 
Chloe; great-grandson Logan Patrick, who Pa Pa Bill called his buddy and played with often, and great-granddaughter 
Ella, who will be here soon; two sisters and their husbands, Dixie and Carl Moore and Pam and Bob Armstrong and a 
brother and his wife, Mark and Kim Woolard, all of Springfield, Ill. 
Ed. Note: Bill helped shape MWHI from the very beginning of our club, 37 years ago. In 1971, he became our 
first Nest Box Committee Chairman, and that same year he helped built 167 wood duck nest boxes and 30 
mallard nests. Bill received the MWHI Milestone Award for his many years of devotion and support of the club. 
Bill was also well-known and much appreciated for providing fish fries for many of our events.  He was 
respected and loved by all of us and he will be greatly missed.   
 

                                       
 
In 1971, Bill (right) proudly shows off wood duck nest box.       In 1974, Bill (right) presents Waterfowl Biologist Frank 

     Bellrose with MWHI’s 1000th nest box 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IDNR Offers Hunters a New Way to “Get Smart� �
New online safety course offers quick refresher on treestand safety for hunters. 

 

     This year, the IDNR is offering hunters a new way to reeducate themselves on treestand safety before 
heading into the field.  HunterExam.com and the Treestand Manufactures Association (TMA) are offering 
a free online safety course which is available through the IDNR website at www.dnr.state.il.us under the 
“What’s New” section. 
    Last year there were 28 reported hunting incidents in Illinois, of which 12 involved falls from 
treestands.   Many of those falls resulted from the failure by the hunter to wear a fall restraint harness.   
    For more information on hunter safety education courses and the complete schedule of IDNR safety 
education programs, call 1-800/832-2599 or check the IDNR web site at http://dnr.state.il.us/safety/. 
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What Kind Of Season Will 2008 Be?  
Duane Hahnenkamp 

 

 Ask anyone living along the river and they will tell you that they can never remember having 5 
separate floods in the same year. I thought they said global warming meant that everything was going to get hotter 
and drier around here! Maybe it would be easier for everyone to understand if they would just call it global 
‘changing’ instead of ‘warming.’ That way it would cover anything and the warming people would always be 
right. 

Regardless, it was a pretty awful summer on the river around Grafton and teal season was not much better 
for most of us. Willows were hard to find and the blinds were covered in mud again in September. I have just been 
told that there will be no blind inspection this year; so, I guess everyone will just do the best they can on their duck 
blinds or boat hides. 

Now what do you think our chances are to still have a good season? Sounds like there is no natural feed on 
any of rivers north of us. The levee bottom areas that did not flood, like Sny bottoms, will have plenty of corn 
fields to hold ducks. But what does that mean for us? Will the ducks stay in our areas and use the corn fields away 
from the rivers or will they just fly on through our area totally?  

Everyone thought the worst in 1993, but we ended up with a decent season. The crops are very late this 
year and chances are that the corn fields won’t get plowed this fall. This should that there are a lot of empty corn 
fields around for the ducks to feed in. If I had to bet money, I am afraid I would have to go with the rough season 
scenario. I am just not that lucky to kill a lot of ducks after the terrible summer we had in Grafton. With no feed in 
our areas, you may be talking about flight days to save any part of your season. Let’s all pray to the duck gods and 
maybe they will pull the ducks down to the corn fields along the bluffs. 

With the big election coming up next month, I hope we don’t end up with more problems than we can 
handle in the next few years. This state and country is so screwed up right now and our politicians are saying 
anything to get re-elected. Remember the ones who said you don’t need a gun for protection when you got 911? 
This person is not taking into consideration the people who live in the rural counties, nor is he thinking about the 
people trapped in slums of the inner cities where the police won’t even go to. The next few years will be very 
important and will dictate the future of hunting and gun rights for all. Hopefully 2009 will see a turn in this 
country for the better. For everyone’s sake and our hunting season, let’s hope the last part of 2008 is a lot better 
than the first. Good luck to all of you and your season and may your flight days be many.   

 

Letter to the Editor: 
 
We have just read the article Duane Hahnenkamp 
wrote "Duck Hunter Lost" I have to tell you it touched 
our hearts.  You see my brother John "JR" Halpin 
suddenly passed away Aug. 10th at the age of 55 from 
a heart attack, just as Bob Boughton did, he also had 
no previous warning signs.  He was an avid hunter, 
especially ducks and turkey.  He hardly ever missed a 
day of duck hunting since he was a child.  Once 
when he was in high school he had a broken arm and 
leg, that didn't stop him from hunting, they just wrapped 
his casts in plastic and loaded him in the boat!  This 
season is going to be very difficult for our dad--who 
was his best hunting buddy-- and John's many friends, 
but they are trying to deal with this great loss and 
continue his tradition for him, as he had just purchased 
a new boat and motor, worked on decoy's all summer, 
and was ready for this duck season.  
       Our thoughts and prayers go out to Duane and 
Bob's family as we know exactly how they all feel.     
  

Family of JR Halpin 
Gillespie IL. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

MWHI Member John Halpin 
Our thoughts and prayers are with his family. 
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HSUS- Guilty of 

Wiretapping and 
Conspiracy? 

U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, 10/14/08 
 

    On October 6, United Egg Producers (UEP) 
filed requests with the Attorneys General in 
California and Maryland as well as with local 
District Attorneys alleging an employee of the 
Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) 
illegally taped phone conversations and then 
conspired to share transcripts with a political 
campaign. 
    According to a press release from UEP, the 
HSUS employee made multiple taped phone calls 
while impersonating an industry ally. According 
to the UEP filing, the HSUS staffer allegedly 

offered transcripts of the call to a political campaign in 
California run by a former HSUS employee that seeks 
to ban most mechanisms for producing eggs in the 
state.  
    It is illegal in California to disclose the contents of a 
phone call, in Maryland (where the call originated) it is 
illegal to record phone calls unless everyone on the line 
is aware.   ### 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441  Fax: 217-854-5311 
 
Sen. Frank Watson – 51st District 
Tel: 618-664-9108 E-mail: frank_watson51@sbcglobal.net 
 
Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 
Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 
Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 
Sen. David Luechtfeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 
Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 
Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 
Rep. Kurt Granberg – 107th District 
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 

Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Wyvetter Younge – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-1691  
 
Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Costello  -  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 
Durbin  -  dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 

Barack Obama – http://obama.senate.gov 
 
Shimkus  -  http://www.house.gov/shimkus 

 

MWHI at Two Rivers National Wildlife 
Refuge Open House 

 
 

MWHI Chairman Duane Hahnenkamp represented 
MWHI at the Two Rivers NWR Open House 
celebration on  Saturday, October 18.  Two Members 
of the Great River Audubon Chapter assisted with 
viewing and identifying the many birds in the area. 
John Tucker, herpetologist with the Illinois Natural 
History Survey, had a variety of live turtles on hand. 
Kids could build their own bird houses with provided 
materials and tools. At 12:00 noon the Tree House 
Wildlife Center presented live bird demonstrations. 
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           When the Supreme Court struck down the 
Washington D.C. handgun ban firearm owners 
breathed a collective sigh of relief. We thought the 
Heller vs. Washington D.C. decision would end the 
more than forty years of attacks on law abiding gun 
owners. We were wrong – within days of the Heller 
decision, leaders of the gun control movement were 
proclaiming that although Heller does away with 
handgun bans, the Court gave a green light to a whole 
new generation of “reasonable gun controls”. 

Here are a few examples. Washington D.C. has 
issued only 9 permits to own handguns. They also 
prohibited semi autos so they all are revolver permits. 
Semi-auto’s are the choice of 70% of the people who 
want a firearm for self defense. There is only one 
dealer in Washington D.C.; you have to buy from that 
dealer alone because you can’t buy a handgun in any 
other place – BY LAW. You can’t buy a gun in 
Virginia, Maryland, or anywhere else. 

As you know, the Illinois State Rifle 
Association (ISRA) led the charge against the City of 
Chicago. Mayor Daley has vowed to fight the ISRA 
and the law abiding citizens who simply want to 
defend themselves. Mayor Daley has vowed to fight to 
keep his handgun ban. I would guess the lawsuit will 
take at least 18 months. 
The Village of Evanston is a great example of what is 
going on. Evanston had a total handgun ban. Now they 

have changed their ordinance with advice from whom 
– the Brady Campaign, of course. Evanston did not ask 
the ISRA, the NRA, any group who is pro-gun, or 
knows anything about gun safety, marksmanship, or 
guns in general. The new ordinance has a few 
restrictions. They now allow you to have a handgun in 
your home, but you can’t transport it there, take it for 
safety training, repair, or practice. Evanston’s new 
ordinance to “comply with Heller” is simply a 
reformatted attack on the Second Amendment. 
      What we have is a group of national, state, and 
local politicians thumbing their nose at the Supreme 
Court and continuing to stomp on your Second 
Amendment rights. If you think the fight is over – 
guess again. 

What is coming could even be worse. In 1996, 
Barak Obama was a completely unknown anti-gun 
candidate running for the Illinois Senate. In a few 
weeks he could be the next President of the United 
States. This is now the time for all hunters, sportsmen, 
and gun owners to get active and get in the fight. The 
next two elections, the 2008 and the 2010, are going to 
be critical. The first thing you need to do is join the 
Illinois State Rifle Association so you can get the 
inside information about what is really going on. You 
can join via our web-site at www.isra.org/join, or by 
calling our office at 815.635.3198. ### 

 

Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail - CLASSIC 

DRAWING A BEAD 
Guess Again 

Richard A. Pearson, Executive Director, ISRA 08/08 

 
Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc.   

Seeking Scholarship Applicants  
 
The mission of the MWHI  is to encourage protection and restoration of waters, wildlife, forest and field; to work 
toward the elimination of pollution in all forms; to discourage unwise drainage of wetlands; to seek wise land and 
water use for migratory waterfowl hunting; to nurture and improve wildlife stocks; to restore and rehabilitate 
wildlife environment; to aid youths and adults, through conservation education, to recognize resource conservation 
as vital to the perpetuation of the sport of migratory waterfowl hunting. 
 

Application Window: October 1, 2008 to February 1, 2009 
 

Eligibility: 
 

Applicants should be planning to attend college full-time at a two year/four year institution in the State of Illinois in 
2009, and have interest in a Major in Biology, Science, Conservation, and/or related fields. 
 

Applicants should complete the ‘Scholarship Application’ with a minimum two-page statement, regarding the topic of 
“Illinois’ Waterfowl Hunting Heritage.”      
 

For an application or for more information, please contact MWHI President Scott Bryant at 618-535-0151 
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By Justin Wolfe 
 
On October 11th & 12th the Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail held their Classic tournament in Alton, IL on 

the mighty Mississippi River.  This tournament is considered by most in the bi-state area to be the super bowl of 
catfishing tournaments. The best of the best are prepared to go to battle on the waters of the Mississippi for the chance 
to be crowned the Riverbend Classic Champion.  The waters that the Riverbend anglers are fishing are home to world 
class Blue catfish and home to the current world record Blue catfish.   

Let’s take a step back before we get into the results of the Classic and explain how the Riverbend anglers got to 
the Classic.  The Classic is part of the Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail. There are five qualifying tournaments 
before the Classic throughout the year, starting in April and ending in August.  To get qualified each angler must fish 
at least one tournament and finish in the top 15 of the field of that tournament. This year there were around 90 persons 
qualified to fish the Classic.  This year was also the first year that the Riverbend Classic consisted of a two day 
tournament, which tested the endurance, patience, and the ability to put fish in the boat consistently for two days, not 
just one.  This year was also a 1st for the Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail Points Division. The points division 
determined the winner of this year’s boat package to be presented at the Classic, donated by Lowe Boats, Mercury 
Motors, & Haulrite Trailers, compliments of Clark Boat & Motor of East Alton, IL. There also was a $1000 dollar 
SeaArk contingency bonus that was given out to the top 3 placing SeaArk boats at the Classic: 1st $500, 2nd $300, and 
3rd $200. This year’s total payout at the Classic was valued at $11,430, which was all given back to the anglers!   

There were 20 teams signed up for the Classic from as far away as Springfield IL, Quincy IL, Decatur IL, 
Meredosia IL, Benld IL, Shipman IL, Patterson IL, O’Fallon MO, Wentzville MO, Foristelle MO and the local anglers 
from Alton IL, Edwardsville IL, Troy IL, Florissant MO.  With so many other events going on that weekend and 
Illinois’s bow season in its second week for deer, my day-before estimate of 25 teams showing up for the Classic 
wasn’t far off. I believe next year this number will double if not triple.  

Conditions for the tournament could not have been any better with air temperature in the upper 70 to 80 
degrees and mostly sunny for both days with a cold front not starting to push in until Monday.  The water temperature 
was anywhere from 66 to 70 degrees, depending on who you talked to and the bite was considered by most to be fair to 
good.  It’s funny I can say that about the bite when only 20 boats weighed-in 153 catfish with a total weight of 
1698.9lbs for a two day tournament.   

Before I post the results for the 2008 Riverbend Classic I would like to thank a few sponsors and people who 
helped support and run the tournaments: 

 
Migratory Waterfowl Hunters Inc. (Alton, IL.) www.m whi.org 

Clark Boat & Motor Inc. (East Alton, IL.) - Lynn Si mburger 
Lowe Boats 

Mercury Motors 
Haulrite trailers 

All Around Alton (Alton Regional CVB) – Brett Stawar & Suzanne Halbrook 
Bluff City Tackle (Alton, IL.) – Mark McMurray 
TownClub Bar & Grill (Alton, IL.) – John Gineris 
SeaArk boats (Monticello, AR.) – Steve Henderson 

Team Catfish (Grove, OK.) – Jeff Williams 
McIntyre Contracting Inc. (Jerseyville IL.) – Mat M cIntyre 

Gamemasters (Quincy IL.) – Tyrone Buckner 
Brotherhood of Catfishermen (BOC) - www.catfish1.com 

Gateway Cats – John Allen 
Budget Signs (Wood River, IL.) – Patti Lash 

And a big thanks to all the volunteers who helped at the weigh-ins! 
 

 
 
Here are the results for the 2008 Riverbend Classic: 
 

1st Place: 174.3lbs. - Mark Farrow (Meredosia, IL) & 
Tyrone Buckner (Quincy, IL)  
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This team weighed in 59.5lbs on day one and 
still wondering what the game plan was going 
to be for day 2.  After talking with Mark, he 
said the key to his success on day 2 was to 
start fishing shallow water. With the water 
temps falling into the upper 60’s, the fish were 
moving into shallow water during the morning 
hours and becoming more active. 

 

2nd Place: 154.2lbs. - Mat Wolfe (Alton, IL) & Mat 
McIntyre (Alton, IL) 
The team said they moved further down river 
on day 2 after only weighing 44.1lbs on day 1 
and fished ledges adjacent to wing dams on the 
outside of river bends anywhere from 10 to 
30ft. of water.  Mat said, “We beat that rock 
bank to death.”  

 

3rd Place: 136.4lbs. – Dan Shelts & Jeremy Sanders 
(Quincy, IL) 
This team had no fish to weigh-in on day 1 and 
threw that day 1 book out the window. On day 
2 they put all of their 136.4lbs in the boat. 
 

4th place: 127.5lbs. – Justin Wolfe & Adam Bagley 
(Alton, IL) 
I pretty much ruled out 95% of the river I fish 
around here just from prefishing the week 
before the tournament and talking with other 
fishermen.  We hit two old spots of mine early 
on day 1, which resulted in a small channel cat 
and that’s when I made a gut decision to head 
down river. The next 6 moves resulted in 
91.9lbs on day 1 and going into day 2 with the 
lead. On day 2 we headed back down to the 
same area, but only managed to boat 35.0lbs. 
We only needed 47lbs more to win the whole 
thing!  We fished in 10 to 30ft of water using 
fresh Mooneye fillets on any kind of structure 
we could fine.  

 

5th place & Big Fish: 127.1lbs & 50.6lbs. Rodney 
Foils (Alton, IL) & Rob Schiber (Edwardsville 
IL)  
Rodney & Rob traveled at least 25 miles down 
river from the weigh-in site to catch their 
catfish.  Bait of choice for the team was fresh 
Mooneye in 20ft of water.  Weighing in 
77.5lbs on day 1, the team experienced a tough 
bite on day 2 but managed to boat 49.6lbs of 
catfish, which was good enough to keep them 
in 5th place the last cash paying position. 

 
 
2008 Points Division (top 5):   

1st: Mark Farrow 572pts. 
2nd: Jeff Trimby & Monte Henson 567pts 
3rd: Mat Wolfe 562pts. 
4th: Scotty Bryant & Leonard Jacoby 547pts. 
5th: Jason Mathenia 540pts. 

 

SeaArk contingency bonus: 
1st place: Justin Wolfe $500 
2nd place: Rodney Foils $300 
3rd place: Jason Mathenia $200 
 

Classic Payout:  
1st: $1000 
2nd: $515 
3rd: $258 
4th: 154 
5th: 103 
6th: Jackson House B&B 
7th: Surge Rod 
8th: Team Catfish package 
9th: Town Club bar & grill gift certificate 
10th: 6ft cast net 
11th: Camo throw cushion 
12th: Camo throw cushion 
13th: break away buoy 
Big Fish: $400 & 1 surge rod 

 

 
 

1st place Mark Farrow and Tyrone Buckner 
 

 
 

2008 Points Champion Mark Farrow 
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LETTER to IDNR 
 
Sam Flood 
Acting Director IDNR 
1 Conservation Way 
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 
 

Dear Sam: 
 

This letter is to inform the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) that Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc. (MWHI) continues to reject the Firearm Owners Identification (FOID) card requirement for 
duck blind draws in Illinois. Our organization would like the chance to review and respond to whatever 
changes regarding blind drawing and allocation rulemaking you folks are contemplating. 
 

Correspondence between the IDNR and MWHI reveals that the FOID issue has been on- going for the better 
part of a decade without resolution. 
 

Recent correspondence with Jack Price suggests blind draw and blind allocation changes, including the 
FOID requirement, are being discussed internally. MWHI would like to be informed about all proposed 
changes BEFORE they become law. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Scott Bryant, 
President MWHI  
 

cc: Scott Flood, IDNR, John Buhnerkempe, IDNR, Deck Major, IDNR, Sen. Deanna Demuzio, Sen. William 
R. Haine, Rep. Jim Watson, Rep. Daniel V. Beiser  

Wetland Workshop 
Friday, Nov. 14, 2008 
9:30 am to 2:00 pm 

 

McCully Heritage Project, Kampsville, IL  62053,    618-653-4687    www.mccullyheritage.org 
 

Sponsored by:  Calhoun County SWCD, Ducks Unlimited, IL Dept. of Natural Resources, McCully Heritage Project, 
Two Rivers RC&D, University of Illinois Extension, USDA-NRCS, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
 

Are you interested in learning more about wetlands?  Would you like to enhance existing wetlands on your 
property?  Would you like to attract waterfowl and other wildlife? 

 

Here is a great way to learn more! 
 

9:30 Registration 
10:00  

¨  Wetland Benefits-Curt McMurl, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
¨  Wetland Programs and Assistance Available:  
¨  Gwen Kolb, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
¨  Crystal Nance, USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 
¨  Tim Krumwiede, IL Dept. of Natural Resources 
¨  Eric Schenk, Ducks Unlimited 

 

12:30 Lunch provided 
1:00 Wetland Case Study, walk thru McCully Wetland (weather permitting) 
2:00 Optional-Drive to Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge for guided tour of wetland 
             management units. 
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Duck Migration Observations 
IDNR Ray Marshalla, 10/29/08 

 
My analysis of aerial surveys lends me to believe that migration is well ahead of normal with duck and mallard 

numbers higher than average in most areas and early migrant numbers already declining since last week on the Illinois 
and Mississippi Rivers.  The large cold front with well below average temperatures and strong northwest winds since 
Sunday afternoon appeared to cause many ducks to head south. Based on the information below, hunters who are 
waiting until more ducks arrive to hunt might want to reconsider.  The warm up that is occurring now however, should 
hold ducks here for awhile, especially on the MS River. But the poor food conditions on the IL River may not hold 
them that long.  The early migrants that depend on feeding mostly on moist-soil plant seeds in shallow water are more 
likely to leave than mallards that can feed in harvested cornfields and use the water primarily for resting and safety.   

The Mississippi River duck numbers were 44% above average on Oct. 20 and 52% above average on Oct. 28.  
Mallard numbers on the MS River were 13% below average on Oct. 20 but 121% above average on Oct. 28.  Early 
migrant puddle ducks (pintails, green winged teal, wigeon, gadwalls and shovelers) were 92% above average on Oct. 
20 and only 4% above average on Oct. 28.  The early migrant duck numbers decreased from 92,000 on Oct. 20 to 
58,000 on Oct. 28 indicating that many have headed south of IL already.  The habitat conditions on the Mississippi 
River appear to be much better than on the Illinois River.   

The Illinois River duck numbers have been below average all fall but that is likely attributed more to poor food 
conditions caused by the summer floods than the chronology of migration.  IL River duck numbers were 28% below 
average on Oct. 20 and 12% below average on Oct. 28.  Mallard numbers on the IL River were 52% below average on 
Oct. 20 but 10% above average on Oct. 28.  We did not have as many mallards as counted on Oct. 28, 2008 last year 
until Nov. 13.  Early migrant puddle ducks were 2% above average on Oct. 20 but 36% below average on Oct. 28.  The 
early migrant duck numbers decreased from 70,000 on Oct. 20 to 53,000 on Oct. 28.  Studies of migration using radar 
by the Illinois Natural History survey indicated a large movement of ducks heading southeast from the Illinois River 
valley on Oct. 20.  This likely included these early migrant puddle ducks and wood ducks as well which are not 
counted during surveys due to their use of wooded areas that cannot be easily seen from the air.   

Hunters did surprisingly well on opening weekend in the Illinois River valley public areas considering the lack 
of food.   

More evidence of an early migration was found on the Southern Illinois survey yesterday when 44,200 ducks 
were counted compared to the 5-year average of 16,500 on that date.  This is 167% above average.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Winners of MWHI 2008 Membership 

Drive Raffle 
 

The drawing was held October 22, 2008 at the General 
Membership meeting: 
 

Daniel Knight – shotgun 

Sye McGee – 1 day goose hunt for 2 Northern Illinois 

Taylor Critchfield – 1 day hunt at Whistling Wings 

Sy McGee – 1 day hunt at Purdy Farm 

Dave Geisler – I day hunt at Golden Eagle Hunt Club 

Dave Geisler – 1 day hunt at Golden Eagle Hunt Club 

Taylor Critchfield – I day hunt at Bluff View Farms  

Bob Jones – catfishing trip with Craig Sondker 

Bob Jones – 1 day hunt at Sunrise Club  

Jeremy Arnold – duck call set 

Leonard Fortschneider – Duck Hunting Package 

PETA to College:  

Stop Using Animal Mascot 
U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, 10/21/08  

 
    Arguing that "Tigers belong in jungles, not 
on gridirons," a PETA Assistant Director 
called on the University of Memphis to use 
stop using animal mascots after learning the 
University’s tiger mascot had just died. 
    On the heels of the death of TOM II, 
Memphis’ longtime tiger mascot, PETA sent a 
letter to the president of the University of 
Memphis calling on him to refrain from 
replacing the tiger. The Assistant Director 
further stated that it is “cruel and inhumane” to 
not allow a tiger to live in its natural 
habitat. Instead, PETA argued that the 
university should only use human performers. 
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