
 

Neil Booth Honored  
at 8th Annual MWHI Waterfowl Conservation Banquet  

 

                            
 
 

MWHI President Scott Bryant and Banquet Chairman John Gineris presented IDNR Mississippi 
River Area Site Superintendent Neil Booth with a MWHI engraved shotgun in appreciation for his 
30+ years with IDNR and all of  his  hard work and dedication to the MRA. Neil will retire at the 

end of the year. We wish him and his wife the very best.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 
Saturday, May 10, 2008 

2nd RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT 
at Alton, IL Marina 6:00 am – 3:00pm 

Please call 618-465-6676 for more information. 

Monday, June 2, 2008 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 
Saturday, June 7, 2008 

3rd RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT 
At Alton, IL Marina 6:00 am – 3:00pm 

Please call 618-465-6676 for more information. 

Wednesday, June 18, 2008 

MWHI GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
at Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 

in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 pm 

����
The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 

MWHI 2008 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE RAFFLE 
Craig Sondker, Membership Drive Chairman 

 

·  Every new member who signs up for a membership is put into a 
drawing for a Benelli Nova. 

·  Sign up 3 new members (delinquent member, youth, and life 
memberships included) and your name goes into a draw for free 
one-day waterfowl hunts and your name goes back into the draw 
for every membership you get signed after that. 

·  Your name automatically gets in the draw for 1-day hunts for 
signing up a Lifetime member. 

 

Raffle starts October 2007 - ends October 2008 
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Up to ten years ago, I’d say Illinois was a descent state for a sportsman to live in. Hunting ranged from 

monster buck hunting, turkey hunting, small game hunting besides lake and river fishing as good as it can get. But, the 
last five years has seen a total turn for the worse because IDNR has been cut to the bone by present day state 
administration. State parks and management areas now have little funding with some areas being closed altogether. 
Our governor has decided to take away funds from the IDNR to pay for other pet projects. The IDNR has become such 
a low priority that many wonder if it will even be around in a few years. I even heard talk about putting parks and land 
management under a entirely different agency, like the ‘Environmental Protection Agency.’ Wouldn’t that be a 
nightmare! How long do you think you would be able to hunt and fish under EPA rules? 

Now I hear that the governor wants to stop the state pheasant hunting program, He gives as the main reason for 
dropping the program that it costs more than what it takes in fees. What is next on the governor’s hit list to cut from 
the IDNR? How about the dove hunting fields, as they don’t make any money, or the state fish hatcheries? You know 
the waterfowl areas would go since they take extra funds to operate. Tell me how much money in fees does the state 
take in on bike trails? They take a fortune to build and yearly, if not monthly, maintenance. Even the hiking trails take 
maintenance, but you don’t see hikers or bird watchers paying any state fees.   

The only reasonable conclusion is that the governor has turned anti-sportsman since his last election. With all 
the anti-gun laws coming out of Chicago and the governor doing away with our hunting areas, it will be tough to hunt 
let alone own a gun. Over four years ago, I warned you that Chicago was taking the state over under this governor and 
that the rest of the state would pay dearly. Well, that so-called Pandora’s Box has crippled the southern 2/3 of Illinois 
on all levels. If the governor keeps on the same track the next two years, the only way you may be able to enjoy the 
outdoors will be on a bicycle.  

IDNR: What’s Next  
Duane Hahnenkamp 

 

 

ISRA Urgent Alert:  
MASSIVE GUN GRAB ON THE MOVE IN THE HOUSE  

 
As many of you may already know, HB 4357, the 2008 version of the Daley “assault weapons 

ban” will probably be voted on this week in the Illinois House. This bill would ban most, if not all 
of the guns you own. Banned guns would include most semiautomatic rifles, pistols and 

shotguns. If this bill passes, you would be forced to suffer the indignity of registering with the 
State Police just like a sex offender. If you choose to preserve your dignity, then you would have 
to move either yourself or your guns out of state. A second bill, HB758 would ban private sales of 

firearms. That means that you would have to find an FFL to complete private sales from your 
collection. Both bills are clear infringements on your 2nd Amendment rights. Only you can protect 

your rights. You must take action, NOW! 
 

Here’s what you must do to preserve your rights: 
 

1. Call your legislator and POLITELY tell him or he r that you oppose HB4357, and HB758 
 

2. If you do not know who your legislator is, or ho w to reach them, visit the following link and 
follow the instructions: http://www.capwiz.com/nra/ state/main/?state=IL&view=myofficials  

 
3. Pass this alert along to all your gun owning fri ends. Also, please post this alert to any and all 

Intranet bulletin boards to which you belong.  
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GODAR DIAMOND 

·  412 - MOVE SOUTH WEST BACK 
TOWARD POINT OF BUCK BRUSH 

·  444 - NEW SITE - LOCATED ON THE 
UPSTREAM TIP OF CRATER ISLAND 

·  445 - NEW SITE - LOCATED ON THE 
DOWN STREAM TIP OF CRATER ISLAND 

HELMBOLD SLOUGH 
·  NO CHANGES 

FULLER LAKE  
·  NO CHANGES 

GLADES 
·  378 - MOVED NORTH EAST 93 YARDS 
·  379 - NEW SITE - LOCATED IN A SOUTH 

EAST LINE BETWEEN 371 AND 370. 
STUMP LAKE  

·  239 - MOVE 82 YARDS WEST. 
·  265 - MOVED WEST 33 YARDS BACK IN 

LINE WITH 263 AND 267. 
CALHOUN POINT 

·  46 - MOVE NORTH EAST 40 YARDS 
BACK TO BANK LINE 

·  61 - MOVE EAST AND NORTH 143 
YARDS 

·  68 - MOVE SOUTH 225 YARDS TO BANK 
LINE 

·  33 - NEW SITE - LOCATED IN AREA 
EAST OF 45 AND SOUTH OF SPILLWAY 

·  41 - NEW SITE - LOCATED AT THE OLD 
42 SITE 

·  93 - MOVED WEST 70 YARDS ACROSS 
TO BANK LINE 

·  94 - NEW SITE - LOCATED IN SLOUGH 
BETWEEN POHLMAN SLOUGH  AND 
SAW MILL LAKE 

·  17 - NEW SITE ON RIVER - LOCATED ON 
THE UPSTREAM TIP OF ISLAND 525 

·  18 - NEW SITE ON RIVER - LOCATED 
DOWNSTREAM  OF THE ROYAL 
LANDING SAND FILL NEAR THE 
NAVIGATION MARKER 

·  19 - NEW SITE ON RIVER - LOCATED ON 
THE DOWN STREAM TIP OF ISLAND 521 

ILLINOIS RIVER 
·  118 - NEW SITE - LOCATED MIN. 200 

YARDS DOWN STREAM OF 120 APPROX                        
RIVER MILE 4.5 

·  123 - NEW SITE - LOCATED DOWN 
STREAM 240 YARDS OF 121 APPROX     

             RIVER MILE 5.25 
·  134 - NEW SITE - LOCATED MIN 200 

YARDS UPSTREAM FROM 132, APPROX 
              RIVER MILE 6.5 

·  136 - NEW SITE - LOCATED UPSTREAM 
FROM WHERE GRAHAM HOLLOW       
DRAINS INTO THE RIVER, APPROX  
RIVER MILE 7.0 

·  131 - NEW SITE - LOCATED UP STREAM 
FROM 129, APPROX RIVER MILE 9.25 

·  142 - NEW SITE - LOCATED UP STREAM 
FROM 138, APPROX RIVER MILE 9.5 

·  144 - NEW SITE - LOCATED IN THE UP 
STREAM END OF 12 MILE CHUTE ON                         
THE JERSEY COUNTY BANK, APPROX 
RIVER MILE 14.0 

·  135 - NEW SITE - LOCATED UP STREAM 
OF 12 MILE ISLAND ON THE    CALHOUN 
COUNTY BANK, APPROX RIVER MILE 
14.3 

RIP RAP LANDING  
·  6 - MOVE 25 YARDS WEST BACK TO 

BANK 
·  31 - BECOMES A POTHOLE BLIND 

REDS LANDING 
·  NO CHANGES 

BATCHTOWN 
·  5 - MOVE 100 YARDS SOUTH 
·  15 - MOVE 45 YARDS WEST 
·  42 - SITE ELIMINATED 
·  64 - MOVE SOUTH WEST TO SMART 

WEED ISLAND IN LONG LAKE 
·  68 - SITE ELIMINATED  
·  76 - MOVE SOUTH EAST 15 YARDS 

ACROSS DITCH 
·  86 - MOVE SOUTH EAST 25 YARDS IN 

LINE WITH 85 AND 87 
·  99 - MOVE TO SAND BAR 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER 
·  THERE WILL BE NEW SITES STAKED IN 

THE UPPER REACH OF POOL 25, FROM 
CLARKSVILLE SOUTH. THE WATER IS 
TOO HIGH TO TOTALLY LOCATE AND 
STAKE AT THIS TIME.  

 

MRA Area Projects Meeting – Blind Moves and Changes for 2008 Drawing 
Submitted by Neil Booth, IDNR Site Superintendent 
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Letter to the Editor  
 

Duane Hahnenkamp should stick to advising Quack 
Trips or whatever he does best. He made it clear in his ‘Say 
Goodbye to CRP’ article [published in April 2008 Sentry 
issue] that he doesn’t know a thing about farming, nor does his 
friend in North Dakota who is advising him. Let me start by 
giving you the facts on commodity prices, food prices and 
CRP. 
 Wheat is not $22 a bushel. The only wheat that would 
bring such a price would be certain types of specialty wheat 
grown under very controlled and limited contracts. You cannot 
make $1,000 per acre growing wheat as Mr. Hahnenkamp 
says, and I’ll prove it. Wheat in North Dakota yields only 
about 30 bushels per acre. Even if you were getting $22 per 
bushel for specialty wheat that adds up to $660 per acre, not 
counting deducting your costs for land, seed, fertilizer, 
equipment, fuel, etc. Hahnenkamp needs to take a math class 
along with a course on agriculture. Most wheat grown in the 
Midwest ist soft wheat, which hit a high of $12 per bushel, 
mostly due to a 2-year drought in Australia that has ruined 
their wheat crop and led to higher prices worldwide. And one 
other thing, the per bushel price of wheat, corn and soybeans 
you see in the paper or on the news is the price the commodity 
traders are paying , not exactly what farmers are receiving. 
Much of the rise in the grain markets is attributed to the fact 
that commodity trading is more lucrative than stocks and 
bonds when the economy shows weakness. Traders are cashing 
in on the markets, but the majority of farmers (unless they are 
ultra-savvy and actively trade commodity futures themselves 
on a daily basis) do not get paid these Board of Trade prices at 
their local elevator. When the markets allow farmers to be 
profitable on their own, it saves taxpayers a lot of money, 
stimulates the rural economies and don’t get me started on 
farm payments. The USDA budget is $89 billion (only 3% of 
the total US budget). Of that $89 billion, 64% of it goes to 
non-agricultural social programs; only 14% of it goes to FSA 
farm programs. Farmers need grain markets that allow them to 
be profitable, especially after the Clinton years when we had 
$1.50 corn, $2.00 wheat and 7 cent hogs. 
 I also take issue with Mr. Hahnenkamp blaming high 
food prices on corn and ethanol. According to the USDA, only 
19 cents of each dollar spent on food is attributed to the actual 
cost of the ingredients in the food. The Center of Agricultural 
and Rural Development estimates that across all foods 
consumed, 30% higher corn prices would increase all average 
food prices by just 1.1%. The #1 reason we are seeing higher 
prices in the grocery store is due to fuel prices. Petroleum 
profits are almost 1.8 times the total value of the entire 13 
billion bushel U.S. corn crop. What do you think is having the 
biggest impact on our economy, your cost of living, and your 
lifestyle? Fuel prices! Gas expenditures increased almost five 
times more than the expenditures for dairy, cereal, bakery, 
meat, poultry, eggs, fruits and vegetables products consumed 
for the average family of four. Oil companies are investing 
millions of dollars to generate negative media and discredit 
ethanol, but Wall Street Journal estimates that U.S. gas prices 
would be 15% higher without the increasing effect of bio-
fuels. The Ethanol Promotion and Information Council 

reported last summer that ethanol reduced consumers’ average 
cost of gasoline by 45 cents per gallon. 
 Now let me set Mr. Hahnenkamp straight on CRP. 
First of all, CRP rates in the North Dakotas are about #30 per 
acre, not $100. CRP payment rates in the Midwest have always 
been undervalued. There are many CRP contracts expiring this 
year because CRP payment rates have never been what they 
should be, and some farmer may choose to return it to 
production and that is their right as a land owner. But just 
because some farmers will choose to return CRP to production 
does not equate to millions of tons of topsoil washing away. 
Farmers must adhere to FSA soil compliance rules; no-till and 
strip-till practices adopted by the vast majority of farmers 
greatly reduce erosion. In fact, only 20% of the increase in 
U.S. crop productivity in the past 35 years has come from 
expansion of crop land. Further, bio-tech improvements to 
crop seeds have enabled farmers to adopt environmentally 
sensitive agricultural practices, such as no-till cultivation, that 
increase yields while reducing water, fertilizer, and pesticide 
applications. Conservation tillage practices such as no-till 
reduced soil erosion by nearly 1 billion tons and saved $3.5 
billion in sedimentation treatment costs in 2005, according to 
the Conservation Technology Information Center. 
 Now that you have taken in some legitimate facts 
about agriculture, food prices and CRP as opposed to the non-
factual rants and raves of Mr. Hahnenkamp who obviously has 
a vendetta against farmers, let me say one more thing. I am a 
farmer. Farmers buy food at the grocery store too. The 
majority of farmers love wildlife, many allow hunting on their 
land, and many make money by partnering with hunting 
groups to open their ground to hunting and, therefore, have a 
vested interest in preserving wildlife habitat. Many farmers 
plant additional food plots and buffer strips without any 
expectation of getting paid for it. When our farm income is 
higher, we can afford to make even more of these conservation 
investments. I am a charter member of Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, but I haven’t been able to make it to a meeting in a 
few years, mostly because of people like Mr. Hahnenkamp 
who seem to be using this organization to spread their agenda 
and untruths. I wonder how many other people you have run 
off from this organization. 
 And Mr. Hahnenkamp, don’t cry about the 
environmental or “green” groups not being active enough. Be 
careful, you may just get what you ask for. Last time I 
checked, environmentalists are still holding hands with their 
friends at the People For The Ethical Treatment of 
Animals(PETA). They are not exactly fans of hunting. I ask 
you, Mr. Hahnenkamp, are these the people you want to enlist 
to save us? Why not support the farmers instead? 
 Duck hunting is a life-long passion for me. As a 
farmer, I can tell you that hunting and farming can go hand-in-
hand. How about let’s work together instead of against one 
another? We can do it, but it has to start with the truth. 
 
Ron Weigel  
Duck Hunter, Farmer, Conservationist 
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From NRA-ILA: 
DNR Controlled Pheasant Hunts Under 

Attack in Illinois!  

One of the efforts promoted by the anti-hunting “animal 
rights” extremists at The Humane Society of the United 
States (HSUS) is calling for an end to state-run Pheasant 
Stocking Programs. These programs provide game birds 
for hunting opportunities, but in Illinois, the program is 
under attack! NRA has been told that the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) has been 
instructed by Governor Rod Blagojevich's (D) 
Administration, that due to budget cuts, it will have to 
close down pheasant propagation sites, thus putting an end 
to IDNR's Controlled Pheasant Hunts. This, in spite of the 
fact that the program is heavily funded by fees paid by 
hunters, themselves. These Hunts are often the only 
opportunity for hunters in Illinois to take part in harvesting 
pheasant. Governor Blagojevich masquerades as a 
supporter of hunters and law-abiding gun owners, while 
consistently promoting anti-hunting and anti-gun efforts. It 
is no wonder he is highly regarded by HSUS. NRA has 
always held that anti-gun zealots first target certain guns, 
then target hunters, and this effort is more confirmation of 
such tactics.  ### 

 

Submitted by George Hamilton, March 2008 

Air Rifle Deer Hunting Legalized in 
Missouri 

 
   Beginning with the 2008 firearms deer season that opens 
November 15th, Missouri will allow deer hunters to use 
air rifles of .40 caliber of larger, powered by an external 
hand pump or a tank of compressed air. 
   The Missouri Department of Conservation stated that the 
regulations change was the result of a request from a group 
of large-caliber air gun shooters. 
   The Department explained that the large-bore air rifles that 
have been legalized are high-powered, large caliber, 
generally very expensive firearms that carry the foot pounds 
of energy necessary to take down large game. 
   Staff members stated that they tested the air rifles and 
found they hold 3,000 psi of air and shoot 180 grain balls at 
a velocity of 800 fps, which qualifies the air guns to be .308 
or 50 caliber, which makes them legal for deer hunting. 
   Air rifles have been experiencing resurgence in popularity 
as the cost of ammunition continues to increase and as 
urbanization has eliminated vast tracts of hunting land. 
 
   Although many states allow air guns for the hunting of 
pests/non-game species and several allow them to hunt small 
game animals like rabbits or squirrels, Missouri is believed 
to be the first to allow large-bore air rifles for deer hunting. # 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441  Fax: 217-854-5311 
 
Sen. Frank Watson – 51st District 
Tel: 618-664-9108 E-mail: frank_watson51@sbcglobal.net 
 
Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 
Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 
Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 
Sen. David Luechtfeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 
Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 
Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 
Rep. Kurt Granberg – 107th District 
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 

Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Wyvetter Younge – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-1691  
 
Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Costello  -  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 
Durbin  -  dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 

Barack Obama – http://obama.senate.gov 
 
Shimkus  -  http://www.house.gov/shimkus 
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On April 12th the Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail 
kicked off the 2008 season under extreme conditions.  
This was the 1st of 5 qualifying tournaments of the 
year, all held in Alton, IL on the Mississippi River 
from 6am to 3pm.  Water conditions for this 
tournament were extreme, to say the least, with the 
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers both over flood stage 
anglers were going to be in for a wild ride.  The 
weather was no better with temperatures in the low 
40’s and winds out of the west at 15-20mph with gusts.  
On top of all of that, there was a chance of light rain 
with possible snow flurries.  Most teams managed to 
weigh-in at least one fish with 18 of 27 boats coming 
to the scales.  With the new points division in place for 
2008, it has become very important to have weighed-in 
that one fish.  These anglers were not only competing 
to get qualified for the classic, but were also trying to 
gain as many points as possible for the 19ft Lowe boat, 
10hp Mercury motor and trailer donated by Clark Boat 
& Motor that will be given out to the points winner at 
the Classic in October.  Here are the results of the 
tournament: 
 

 
 

1st place: John Behiter & Jason Hall  148.9lbs & Big 
Fish 58.9lbs, using Big Head Carp, Skipjack, & 
Mooneye for bait they were fishing a small creek 
mouth that was out of the wind. 
  

2nd place: Dan Shelts & Steve Shelts  105.1lbs.  Dan 
said they were using 3 to 4in. cut shad in 10 to 15ft. in 
water “that was out of the hard current!” 
 

3rd place Jeff Trimby & Monte Henson 52.7lbs. using 
cut Shad in 17 to 20ft. of water. 
 

4th place Scotty Bryant & Leonard Jacoby 51.2lbs 
using cut Shad in and around a hot water ditch 
anywhere from 8 to 20ft. of water. 
 

1st place paid $730 
2nd place paid $365 
3rd place paid $219 
4th place paid $146 
Big Fish paid $540 

 

I would like to thank MWHI for paying for the plaques 
for this tournament and all the other sponsors and 
volunteers that support the Riverbend Catfish 
Tournament Trail.   

 

Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail  -  1st Qualifying Tournament, April 12 th  
Justin Wolfe 

 
Larry Franklin, John Gineris and Duane Hahnenkamp were honored at 

8th Annual MWHI Waterfowl Conservation Banquet  
 
 

                         
 

 
MWHI President Scott Bryant presents Appreciation Award to Larry Franklin, Treasurer, (left) and  

John Gineris, Banquet Chairman, (right), and the MWHI Milestone Award to Duane Hahnenkamp, Wood 
Duck Nest Box Chairman and Refuges Chairman, (middle). 
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Capitol Commentary 
By Todd Vandermyde 

 
    This edition will focus on the oral arguments in the DC 
gun ban.  
   Headlines across the country are screaming that a majority 
of the court appears to back the individual right to bear arms. 
This revelation came on page 13 in reading the transcripts of 
the hearing. There Justice Kennedy often a swing vote on the 
Court referenced Article 1 Section 8 in dealing with militias 
and said this:  
   “And my question is, the question before us, is how and to 
what extent did it supplement it (Article 1 Section 8). And in 
my view it supplemented it by saying there's a general right 
to bear arms quite without reference to the militia either 
way.” 
Reports from the hearing say no gasp was heard by those in 
attendance, but after reading those words in light of the 
peppering the DC lawyer was taking, you have to imaging 
the hearts of anti-gunners just sank like the Titanic.  
   That would explain the shift in comments made by anti-
gunners where they discarded the militia reading and now 
attempt to salvage their cause by hoping the Court will allow 
local communities and states to make their own laws, based 
upon their own political leanings. 
    For months we have been hearing and reading on blogs 
arguments within the anti-gun community about letting the 
DC case go and taking the hit from the appellate court. The 
damage would be limited to DC and other laws around the 
country would be left intact and unchallenged. They saw the 
chance to lose and lose big. IF the questions and tone of the 
hearing are any indication they were right in their fears. 
   Reading further in to the 90 pages other issues come up. At 
the very end limits on the number of guns comes up. On 
page 88 Justice Scalia shows his understanding of guns by 
rattling off what one might consider those in his collection 
of wish list. Going to the question of if the government 
could limit the number firearms a person could own. 
Kennedy again jumps in and presses the DC lawyer for an 
answer on that hypothetical question. 
   Again DC tries to cast aspersions on the notion that of a 
standard test for which gun laws would be measured would 
be fair. Attempting to play on regional and political lines 
down playing a one size fits all ruling from the Court. This 
line of questions from Justice Scalia and Kennedy would 
appear to cast doubt on the validity of one-gun per month 
laws and other rationing schemes.   
   There also was a fair amount of time in parsing the 
amendment, with several of the Justices looking at the 
wording as providing two or maybe even three rights. First 
that of States’ having a militia. Second, pun intended, that of 
the individual to possess and “keep” arms. Then with debate 
and discussion turning towards the word “bear”. As you read 
the transcripts it hints at carry laws, but never quite gets 
there. Could they find a third right in the carrying of 
firearms for self defense? Dunno but on two occasions they 
dance around the issue with the talk of bearing a gun for 
hunting on page 36. You can almost hear the concern in 

Justice Souter’s voice over the interpretation and parsing of 
the words. 
   This strikes me as poetic justice. For years the anti-gun 
crowd have argued no right existed and parse commas and 
demand the militia be all controlling. Yet what took place at 
the Court was anything but. With justices saying that the 
militia was one of at least two parts of the Amendment, and 
parsing out the individual words of keep and bear. Framing 
it in distinct individual rights for each. The antis’ hearts had 
to sink lower as the debate wore on. 
   An almost comical exchange takes place with Chief Justice 
Roberts attempting to describe the process of awakening to a 
burglar breaking into ones’ home and trying to get a trigger 
lock off of a firearm. 
   If Justice Roberts’ line of thinking and questioning would 
prevail, then laws that prevent people from having firearms 
available for self defense in their homes would be struck 
down. Laws that hold a gun owner civilly liable for kids that 
get a hold of firearms and injure someone could be legal. 
   But the overriding thought of the day is probably best 
summed up by Justice Roberts question “What is reasonable 
about a total ban on possession?” With that, it appears that 
whole sale gun bans will not stand the scrutiny of the court. 
    The court also dove into the issue of machine guns and 
licensing. My layman’s view is that the court may well say 
that the regulation of certain specific guns, like full autos is 
permissible. This may have been an attempt to keep Justice 
Kennedy on the side of the individual rights interpretation 
and not push him over to the other side. It would also appear 
that the court is leaning towards a ruling, or at least hinting 
that laws aimed and discouraging citizens from exercising 
their rights may find a dim view with the court. An example 
might be that the FOID card at $10 is acceptable to the court, 
but the $500 FOID card is not.  
   One thing is certain, that with a ruling due out in June, 
more litigation is sure to follow. But that sound you hear 
isn’t just Spring, it sounds like freedom. 
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Thank You Sponsors 
 

Auto Zone 

 

B & K Duck Decoys  
Bank of Edwardsville  
Bank of Kampsville  
Barefoot Restaurant  

Bass Pro  
Belk Park Golf Course  

Bigfoot Decoy  
Burns Processing  

Cabela’s  
Carrollton Bank  

Cass Communications   
Cheri Gineris, Gold Canyon Candle Consultant    

Cornerstone Bank  
Denny Ward  

Discount House  
Dixon Distributing  

Dude Jones & Amanda Vaughn  
Ed Hurley  

Farm & Home Supply  
Foiles Migrator Calls  

Greg Franke  
Hardin Packaging Liquor  

Hill Top Auction – George Carroll  
Illinois Riverdock Restaurant  

IRB Ducks & Bucks Hunt Club  
Joe Carey Calls  

Kathy Karlas – Longaberger Consultant  
Kerry Glascow Hunt Club  

LaCrosse Boots  
Lylerla Lake Hunt Club   
Nameoki Boat & Motor  

Paul Smouse  
Quackassassin Calls  

Quiller Outboard Motor  
Remington   

Rick Faccin (Auditor)  
Ross Breitweiser  

Straight Home Bar & Grill  
Town Club  

Treece Acres  
Vesci Distributor  
Winchester Arms 
Sinclair Food Mart 
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For pictures, 
please see album on MWHI website: 

 

mwhi.org 


