
 

Illinois Waterfowl Hunting Seasons Announced  

USFWS Service Regulations Committee approves of Illinois seasons 

Canvasback season closed, Scaup Bag Limit reduced during 40 days of season 

 

IDNR recommendations for a 60-day duck hunting season statewide – along with 85-day Canada 
goose seasons in the North and Central zones and a 66-day Canada goose season in the South Zone – 
have been approved for the 2008-09 waterfowl season by the Service Regulations Committee of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  Final approval from the USFWS is expected in September. 

While approving Illinois’ proposed waterfowl seasons, the USFWS has decided to close hunting for 
canvasbacks and allow for an increase in the daily bag limit for wood ducks from two to three birds.  
Illinois has also selected an option to vary the daily limit for scaup (daily limit of one for 40 days and 
two for 20 days).    See Page 9 for more details. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, September 8, 2008 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

Monday, October 6, 2008 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 
October 11 and 12, 2008 

CLASSIC RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT 
at Alton, IL Marina  

 Saturday 6:00 am – 3:00 pm  
Sunday 6:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Please call 618-465-6676 for more information. 

Wednesday, October 22, 2008 

MWHI GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
Election of Officers and Board Members          

at Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 
in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 pm 

 
 
 

�

The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 

MWHI 2008 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE RAFFLE 
Craig Sondker, Membership Drive Chairman 

 

·  Every new member who signs up for a membership is put into a 
drawing for a Benelli Nova. 

·  Sign up 3 new members (delinquent member, youth, and life 
memberships included) and your name goes into a draw for free 
one-day waterfowl hunts and your name goes back into the draw 
for every membership you get signed after that. 

·  Your name automatically gets in the draw for 1-day hunts for 
signing up a Lifetime member.  

 

Raffle starts October 2007 - ends October 2008 
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All hunters are reminded to register with the federal Harvest Information Program (HIP) prior to heading to the field.  
Hunters can also register for HIP online through DNR Direct (http://dnr.state.il.us) http://www.wetland.netor by phone 

toll-free at 1-888-6PERMIT (a convenience fee will be charged).  Registration each year with HIP is mandatory. 

 

Global Warming or Natural Warming  
Duane Hahnenkamp 

 

 Seems like all we heard on TV for the last three years is that the Earth is warming and that our world as 
we know it is about to end. During the summers of 2005 and 2006 we were in a two-year drought and, yes, it was 
pretty easy to talk about global warming. At the time, however, no one wanted to talk about the wet fall of 2004 
and the wet spring of 2005. Now, it seems like it hasn’t stopped raining since last fall in the Midwest, but the 
blame still goes to global warming. Years ago we blamed Mother Nature for all droughts and floods, in the 1990s 
it was El Nino’s fault, but now everything that happens is man’s fault, Global warming may be real, but is it really 
man’s fault? 
 Let’s talk about the 1980s. I remember going through droughts and floods, and we heard on TV from the 
environmentalists that acid rain was going to destroy our forests and plants. According to them, within 20 years 
our forests would die off and our rivers would have so much acid in them that no fish could live in them. Sorry, 
but I see more trees now than ever and the big head carp are in the rivers by the millions.  
 Then, in the 1990s, the scientists and TV warned that the ozone was dying. Antarctica apparently had a big 
hole over it, which was growing and everyone was going to get cancer. The years later, the hole closed over 
Antarctica and TV never mentions the ozone anymore.  

If you listen to all of these scientific authorities, you can’t help but think that all our natural calamities 
only started lately. But what about the great drought of 1954 that left cornfields 3 feet tall throughout the 
Midwest? How about the dust bowl of the 1930s or the great blizzard of 1880s? My point is: where do we draw 
the fine line and claim that this was Mother Nature or, on the other hand, a man made event. 

Also, where does it say that the world cannot change? Show me where it says that our planet can never get 
warmer or colder. Scientists claim that glaciers once covered the prairies from Canada to Illinois 10,000 years ago. 
Oceans went inland as far as the Great Salt Lake and the Appalachia Mountains used to be higher than the Rocky 
Mountains. I saw a map in North Dakota that showed one giant lake that pretty well covered the whole prairie 
pothole regions of Saskatchewan, Manitoba, North Dakota and South Dakota. This happened between the different 
ice ages that covered these areas. Were these changes on our planet the fault of man or was it a natural changing 
process? I seem to remember the hard winters of the 1970s, when some scientists claimed we were going into the 
next ice age. But, as we have all seen, that didn’t happen either. All I am trying to say is: let’s not go overboard by 
blaming it all on mankind and give away too many of our freedoms.  

What does all this have to do with duck hunting? Well, up front nothing, but indirectly it could be very 
important. About ten years ago, Greg Franke started warning our club members that new green organizations were 
starting up. Many of these were from overseas, yet they were looking for some control over US soil through the 
United Nations. We all started hearing the words ‘green zones’, ‘bio-spheres’, ‘eco-systems’ and ‘eco-friendly co-
existence.’  In a couple of month you will be voting for a new President, Congress and other people with an 
agenda that will control your life. Before you tell me about wanting change, think back to 2002 and the promise of 
change by the governor we have now. Remember his promise then and look at the nightmare we have now in 
Illinois. The green parties have a strangle-hold on the government of Europe and would love to do the same here. 
Remember these green parties also include your big animal rights group who would love to end our hunting and 
fishing. So, please look behind your candidates and see what organizations are backing them. The 
environmentalist organizations around the world see this next election as their best chance to take over total 
control – for, ‘as the United States goes, so goes the rest of the world.’  

Think about the likes of Al Gore who talk about doing away with oil  within 10 years but don’t tell you 
how they are going to do it. Sorry, but you can’t run your boats with wind or solar. Your farm tractors and big 
trucks can’t bring you cheap food without oil. Airplanes and many other things cannot be powered by electric. 

All I am asking you to do is to take a hard look at the candidates over the next couple of months and watch 
what they promise to others. The environmentalists know that this election could be the “Waterloo” that makes 
them the winners and you the losers. They are going to throw everything they got at it and will say or do anything 
to win. Remember the saying: ‘Beware of what you ask for, you just may get it.’     

  



 4 

 
Note from John Mabery, USFWS Manager at Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge 

 
Scott, 
 

Just want to say thanks for covering the cost for t he recent aerial broadcasting of 
millet seed on 400 acres at Two Rivers National Wil dlife Refuge. On August 8 th , Japanese 
millet was planted on mudflats in several wetland m anagement units of the Calhoun 
Division, as well as the 40-acre moist soil unit at  Batchtown. This week we managed to 
lower water levels in other Refuge units, and with help from IDNR's Mississippi River 
Fish and Wildlife Management Area (Neil Booth and c ompany), we planted an additional 
230 acres of mudflats in Prairie Pond (Batchtown Di vision). The rivers stayed too high 
for too long and prevented drawing down Swan Lake i n time to grow any vegetation to 
maturity. 
 

This year's extended flooding of the Mississippi an d Illinois Rivers heavily impacted 
our management plans for promoting native wetland a nd moist soil vegetation on the 
Refuge. Hopefully the millet we've planted will gro w to maturity and supplement the 
food resources for migrating waterfowl and other wi ldlife. 
 

Scott, on behalf of the U.S Fish and Wildlife Servi ce, I want to thank the members and 
sponsors of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. for t heir continuing support of wildlife 
conservation. 

### 
 

 

It looks like my fears of a flood summer pretty well 
came true. It is the first full week of August and we are 
getting over about our fourth flood of the year. After 
the big flood of June and July, I finally got to start 
working on my blind the last weekend of July. Two 
days later, the last round of high water hit and it has set 
me back another 10 days. This water refilled Swan 
Lake again, so John Mabery, USFWS Manager at Two 
Rivers National Wildlife Refuge, is hoping to finally 
aerial seed the impoundment outside Swan Lake in a 
couple of days, which will be about the 7th of August. 
This will probably be his last chance to plant any feed 
this year on the Swan Refuge, but there won’t be any 
planting on the lake itself because of the short time. I 
wished him luck when he told me his latest plan. 
 It has been as tough a summer for working on 
duck blinds as I can remember, with the exception of 
1993, of course. I hope the flooding is over for this 
year and maybe longer. Word is finally leaking out 
from the Flyway Council meetings and I have been 
told we are getting a 60-day season again. Based on the 
reports out of Canada, I am a little surprised at the 60-
day season, unless it is because it is an election year 
and they don’t want to tick the hunter off.  
 Well, I hope the floods are over so we can get 
our blinds built and be ready to shoot some teal about 
the time you read this. 

### 

 

ATTENTION  HUNTERS  
 

Grand Raffle  
 

St. Patrick's Church, Grafton, Illinois  
 

Drawing Sunday October 5, 2008 
 

·  1st Prize $5,000.00 
·  2nd Prize $2,000.00 
·  3rd Prize Winchester Super X3 duck 

blind camo  
·  4th Prize Joe Carey Public Hunter 

Signed - Duck & Goose Call  
·  5th Prize -  Six Full Body Field Goose 

Decoys 6th Prize –  
·  Six Full Body Field Duck Decoys 

 
$50.00/Ticket  Only 400 Sold – 

 
Contact Sue Arnold 

at 618-786-2300 for Tickets 
 
 

MWHI Funds Aerial Seeding at Swan Lake & Batchtown  
 

Flood Year 
Duane Hahnenkamp 
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###Canvasback season closed, Scaup Bag 
Limit reduced during 40 days of season 

SPRINGFIELD, IL – Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) recommendations for a 60-
day duck hunting season statewide – along with 85-day 
Canada goose seasons in the North and Central zones 
and a 66-day Canada goose season in the South Zone – 
have been approved for the 2008-09 waterfowl season 
by the Service Regulations Committee of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  Final approval from 
the USFWS is expected in September. 

While approving Illinois’ proposed waterfowl 
seasons, the USFWS has decided to close hunting for 
canvasbacks and allow for an increase in the daily bag 
limit for wood ducks from two to three birds.  Illinois 
has also selected an option to vary the daily limit for 
scaup (daily limit of one for 40 days and two for 20 
days, as outlined below).   
Illinois Duck Seasons for 2008-09  

The USFWS is again allowing a 60-day duck 
season with a daily bag limit of six ducks.   This marks 
the 12th consecutive year in which hunters in Illinois 
have been offered a 60-day duck season.   
The Illinois duck season dates are as follows:  
North Zone - Saturday, Oct. 18 - Tuesday, Dec. 16  
Central Zone - Saturday, Oct. 25 - Tuesday, Dec. 23  
South Zone - Thursday, Nov. 27 - Sunday, Jan. 25  

The daily limit of six ducks may include no 
more than four mallards (two hens), three wood ducks, 
two redheads, one black duck, and one pintail.  
Canvasback season is closed statewide for 2008-09.  
The daily limit for scaup in each zone will vary during 
the season (limit of one for 40 days and two for 20 
days) as follows: 
North Zone scaup limits – Oct. 18-Nov. 3 and      
Nov. 24 -Dec. 16 – daily limit of one  Nov. 4-Nov. 23 
– daily limit of two  
Central Zone scaup limits –     Oct. 25-Nov. 10 and 
Dec. 1-Dec. 23 – daily limit of one Nov. 11-Nov. 30 – 
daily limit of two  
South Zone scaup limits –       Nov. 27-Dec. 16 – 
daily limit of two Dec. 17-Jan. 25 – daily limit of one     

The daily bag limit for mergansers is five, only 
two of which may be hooded mergansers.   
Possession limits are twice the daily bag limits.  
September Teal Season for 2008  
The statewide 16-day teal season is Sept. 6-21 from 
sunrise to sunset. The daily bag limit is four teal with a 
possession limit of eight. 
Illinois Goose Seasons for 2008-09  
The Canada goose season dates in Illinois are:  

North Zone (85 days) – Saturday, Oct. 18 - Saturday, 
Jan. 10  
Central Zone (85 days) – Saturday, Oct. 25 – Sunday, 
Nov. 9 and Monday, Nov. 24 - Saturday, Jan. 31  
South Zone (66 days) – Thursday, Nov. 27 - Saturday, 
Jan. 31  
During the regular Canada goose season in Illinois, the 
statewide daily bag limit will be two geese with a 
possession limit of four geese. 
September Canada Goose Season for 2008  
The statewide September Canada goose season in all 
zones will be Sept. 1-15.   
During the September season only, Illinois retains a 
Northeast Illinois Canada Goose Zone that includes 
Cook, DuPage, Grundy, Kane, Kankakee, Kendall, 
Lake, McHenry and Will counties.  During the 
September season only, the daily harvest bag limit for 
the Northeast Zone is five geese (possession limit is 
10).  For the first time, Illinois is extending the five-
goose daily bag limit for the September season to 
the North and Central zones (possession limit is 10).  
The September season daily bag limit is two geese 
(possession limit of four geese) in the South Zone.  
White-fronted Goose Season – 2008-09  
North Zone – Friday, Oct. 31 - Saturday, Jan. 10  
Central Zone – Friday, Nov. 21 - Saturday, Jan. 31  
South Zone – Thursday, Nov. 27 - Saturday, Jan. 31  
Snow Goose and Brant Season – 2008-09  
North Zone – Saturday, Oct. 18 - Saturday, Jan. 10  
Central Zone – Saturday, Oct. 25 - Saturday, Jan. 31  
South Zone – Thursday, Nov. 27 - Saturday, Jan. 31  
The bag limit is 20 snow geese with no possession 
limit and one brant in all zones with a possession limit 
of two.  
Conservation Order Snow Goose Season - 2009  
North Zone – Sunday, Jan. 11 - Tuesday, March 31  
Central Zone – Sunday, Feb. 1 – Tuesday, March 31  
South Zone – Sunday, Feb. 1 - Tuesday, March 31  
During the Conservation Order snow goose season, 
there is no bag limit.  Hunters may use unplugged 
shotguns and electronic calls.  The legal hunting hours 
extend to one-half hour after sunset. 
Illinois Youth Hunt Seasons for 2008  
(Bag limits are the same as during regular seasons for 
all species of waterfowl and coots)  
North Zone – Saturday, Oct. 11 - Sunday, Oct. 12  
Central Zone – Saturday, Oct. 18 - Sunday, Oct. 19  
South Zone – Saturday, Nov. 15- Sunday, Nov. 16  

### 
 
 

Illinois  Waterfowl Hunting Seasons A nnounced  
IDNR News Release 8/12/08  
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The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly? 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 8/11/08 

 
Two bills nearing passage in California 

show just why the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
partners with groups like the California Outdoor 
Heritage Alliance (COHA) to help hunters and 
anglers nationwide. One bill, supported by USSA 
and COHA, helps sportsmen while the other could 
unfairly penalize them for doing what they have 
always done. 
The good bill, Assembly Bill 815, makes it clear  
that the state is solely responsible for the 
regulation of hunting and fishing, not local 
authorities. The legislation would prevent the 
possibility of local governments placing 
unreasonable restrictions and outright bans on 
hunters and anglers.  It also prevents sportsmen 
from becoming victims of a patchwork of 
differing fish and game laws that could change 
from one township to the next making it 
impossible to know what’s legal and what’s 
not. While the bill has not yet been voted on, it 
could be called up anytime. California sportsmen 
are urged to contact their Senator today. To 
contact them, use the Legislative Action Center at 
www.ussportsmen.org.    
        Meanwhile, the bad bill, Assembly Bill 1634 
would force an owner of an unsprayed/unneutered 
dog to pay a fine when a local animal control 
agency receives a complaint about his or her dog, 
if they are cited. While the original legislation was 
even worse than the one ready for a vote in the 
Senate, it still has many problems for sportsmen. 
The biggest problem is that the animal control 
agency does not actually have to prove a violation 
has occurred, they only need to receive an 
allegation that a violation has occurred in order to 
cite someone.  If a third citation is issued, the bill 
goes from bad to ugly. Even if none of the 
allegations are proven, it will mandate the dog be 
spayed or neutered on the third one. So now, 
taking the normal precautions that sportsmen 
always have with their dogs is not enough if they 
become targeted by someone who wants to give 
them a problem. California sportsmen are urged to 
call their Senator today. To contact them, use the 
Legislative Action Center. 
 
 

### 

Introducing the New U.S. Sportsmen’s 

Alert Network! �

Getting Sportsmen Information Fast 

   
The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) is 

kicking off the new U.S. Sportsmen’s Alert Network.   
This new program informs and unites sportsmen 
through e-mail news releases and the weekly On 
Target e-newsletter.  The new U.S. Sportsmen’s Alert 
Network is communicating with nearly 400,000 
members so far. 

 “The network allows for the USSA and its 
partners to get critical information to sportsmen in a 
timely manner,” said USSA Senior Vice President 
Rick Story.  “We can immediately mobilize sportsmen 
for action whenever their rights are threatened in the 
states, before Congress, right down to the local level.”   

There is a lot more to protecting the future of 
the outdoors than simply voting for good candidates at 
election time, Story said.   

“The process by which laws are made is a 
participatory endeavor,” he said. “Even a bad legislator 
will vote right if given the political reasons to do so. 
The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alert Network is the most 
important tool yet to make sure hunters, anglers, 
trappers and wildlife management get a fair shake in 
the forums that make public policy.” 

There are a number of ways that hunters, 
anglers, trappers and wildlife professionals can become 
involved with the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alert Network.   

Individual sportsmen can submit their email 
address and interest to the USSA through an online 
form, or can email info@ussportsmen.org. By 
including their particular outdoor interest the USSA 
can make sure to send information that most pertains to 
them.   

Small clubs and organizations can also be 
involved by providing the USSA their email list, which 
will be included in the overall database.  

Participants will receive first hand information 
and organizations will have their logo included on the 
alert letterhead.   

For more information regarding the U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Alert Network, call 614-888-4868, or 
email Sharon Hayden, assistant director of 
communications data at shayden@ussportsmen.org.   
 

### 
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Preliminary Harvest Estimates 2007-2008 
flyways/us U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

  
More than 14.5 million ducks were harvested 

in the United States during  the 2007-2008 waterfowl 
hunting season, according to preliminary estimates by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. This is up from 
13.8 million ducks harvested the previous season.  
Hunters harvested almost 3.7 million geese, similar to 
the 2006-7 estimate. These figures come from a report 
called Migratory bird hunting activity and harvest 
during the 2007 and 2008 hunting seasons. The Service 
generates the estimates contained in this report based 
on surveys of selected waterfowl hunters through the 
cooperative State-Federal Harvest Information 
Program. 

Almost one million duck hunters spent nearly 
seven million days in the field, up slightly from the 
previous season's nearly 6.8 million days. More than 
700,000 hunters spent approximately four million days 
hunting geese, which is similar to the 2006-2007 
season. 

In the Atlantic Flyway, approximately 1.7 
million ducks were harvested during the 2007-2008 
season, similar to the prior season.  The 936,000 geese 
harvested in 2007 represent an increase from the 
714,000 harvested the previous season. 

In the Mississippi Flyway, approximately 6.7 
million ducks were harvested, almost a half million 
more than the previous season. An estimated 1.3 
million geese were harvested, similar to the previous 
season. 

In the Central Flyway, hunters bagged nearly 
2.7 million ducks last season, an increase of 200,000  

 
birds. The harvest of more than 900,000 geese was 
similar to the previous season. 
In the Pacific Flyway, hunters harvested more than 3.4 
million ducks and almost 500,000 geese - both 
estimates similar to the 2006-2007 season's harvest.  

In Alaska, nearly 68,000 ducks were harvested, 
similar to the previous season.  The goose harvest, at 
6,800 birds, was slightly down from 7,500 birds in the 
previous season. 

As has been in the past, mallards were the 
most prevalent duck bagged by hunters in the United 
States, with approximately 4.9 million birds harvested. 
Other dominant species this year were green-winged 
teal, with almost two million birds harvested, and 
gadwall, with nearly 1.5 million harvested. Wood 
ducks and blue-wing/cinnamon teal rounded out the 
top five hunted waterfowl with more than one million 
of each species harvested during the 2007-8 season. 

Canada geese were the most prevalent geese 
harvested with almost 2.7 million birds taken.  Snow 
geese were the second most popular goose species 
harvested, with an estimated 560,000 taken nationally. 

The Service compiles this report each year to 
estimate waterfowl hunting activity, success and 
harvest by species. These surveys are used by the 
Service and State wildlife agencies, in part, to develop 
estimates of the number of all migratory birds 
harvested throughout the country, as well as to 
establish season lengths and bag limits designed to 
maintain healthy sustainable waterfowl populations. 

### 

 
2008 Blind Drawing MRA Non-Residents Statistics 

 
   Questions have been posed as to the amount of participation by non-resident hunters in our blind drawing. 
Hopefully the following information will be helpful in answering those questions. 
   4,988 persons participated in the blind drawings, of which 226 were non-residents or 4% of the participants. 
Twenty (20) blinds (5.7%) were drawn by non-resident drawers, so evidently they are better at being drawn. 205 of 
the non-resident participants were from Missouri, with 14 states having people in the draw. The vast majority of the 
non-resident participants seemed to have been drawing for friends, relatives and hunting partners as only 4 blinds 
(1%) have only non-resident builders. 
   Minimum financial requirements for draw participants brought in $99,585.50 for license and state waterfowl 
stamps. Four (4)% non-resident drawers spent $13,842.50 (13.9%) and $85,716.00 and (86.1%) spent by 96% of 
resident hunters.  
   These figures do not include the cost of a FIOD card, as these are required by anyone who carries a firearm and 
does not go to IDNR. 
   Registered blind builders consisted of 46 non-residents (5%) and 857 residents. 
   The above information is offered only as information and not as opinion. 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Small Wetlands Program: 
Saving Prairie Potholes for the Benefit of Local Ducks 

John Mabery, USFWS Refuge Manager 
 

Evanston latest suburb to repeal handgun ban in wake of high court ruling 
���������	�
��	��
����
�
�������
�������

By Deborah Horan  
    
Following the lead of at least two other Chicago suburbs, the City of Evanston has repealed its handgun ban in the 
wake of the June U.S. Supreme Court decision that ruled blanket prohibitions of handguns in the home for self-
defense violated 2nd Amendment rights. 
   City Council members said Tuesday they voted to change the law to avoid the expense of fighting a lawsuit 
recently brought by the National Rifle Association against the North Shore city. The pro-gun lobby also filed suits 
against Morton Grove, Oak Park and Chicago. The 7-1 Evanston vote means the city will not be joining Chicago in 
its fight to keep the handgun ban. 
   "I find the Supreme Court decision repugnant," Evanston Ald. Steve Bernstein (4th) said. "[But] this city was facing 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in legal expenses. We'll be better off getting [the ordinance] off the books." 
   So far, Oak Park appears to be the only suburb ready to go to court to contest the Supreme Court decision, though 
others may follow as the NRA continues to bring lawsuits against other Illinois towns with similar handgun bans. 
   In its 5-4 opinion striking down a handgun ban in Washington, D.C., the Supreme Court left municipalities some 
wiggle room, declaring gun-control measures permissible when they do not unduly infringe on gun ownership. 
 

   The 50th anniversary of the U.S Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s Small Wetlands Program celebrates a 
program that is vital to North American waterfowl 
including ducks and geese that migrate along the 
Mississippi and Illinois Rivers and through Two Rivers 
National Wildlife Refuge. 
   The Program was started as an amendment to the 
Duck Stamp Act (the Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp 
Act of 1934) to stem losses of wetlands in the Prairie 
Pothole Region that encompasses 300,000-square 
miles of the upper Midwest, northern Great Plains and 
extends into adjacent Canadian provinces.  Since the 
program began, it has protected nearly three million 
acres of essential waterfowl and grassland songbird 
habitat, and is considered one of the most successful 
conservation programs in the United States.   
   “The wetlands and virgin grasslands in the Prairie 
Pothole Region are among the most endangered habitat 
in the country,” said Service Director H. Dale Hall. 
“While the region accounts for just 10 percent of North 
American waterfowl breeding habitat, it produces 
nearly half of the continent’s total ducks.  The benefits 
of these wetlands and grasslands extend far beyond the 
prairies to impact the entire North American 
continent.” 
   The Small Wetlands Program acquires habitat with 
funds from the sale of Federal Migratory Bird Hunting 
and Conservation Stamps, commonly known as “Duck 
Stamps.” The $15 Federal Duck Stamp is a vital tool 
for wetland conservation, with 98 cents of every dollar 

generated going to purchase or lease wetland habitat 
for the National Wildlife Refuge System. Since the 
stamp’s inception, more than $700 million has been 
raised to acquire habitat and to conserve America’s 
fish and wildlife resources. 
   Since the program’s inception, nearly 3 million acres 
have been acquired and are now administered as 
Waterfowl Production Areas (WPA’s), within the 
National Wildlife Refuge System.  The Service 
estimates that nearly a third of Prairie Pothole ducks 
are now tied to WPA’s.  Despite these gains, more than 
half of the original wetlands in the Prairie Pothole 
Region have been drained for agriculture or 
development. 
   “Our ability to acquire, protect, and manage critical 
migratory bird habitat in the Prairie Pothole Region is 
under tremendous pressure,” Hall said. “In order to 
sustain the migratory bird populations, we need to raise 
awareness of this vital program and encourage people 
to support it by purchasing Federal Duck Stamps—a 
major funding source for the Service’s wetlands and 
grasslands acquisition program.” 
   To buy a Federal Duck Stamp, please visit 
www.duckstamp.com 
   For information on the Federal Duck Stamp Program, 
please visit www.fws.gov/duckstamps/ 
   For information on the Small Wetlands Program, 
please visit www.fws.gov/refuges/smallwetlands/ 
 

### 



 9 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IDNR Newsbits August 5, 2008 
 

Record Crappie:  The IDNR Division of Fisheries congratulates 15 year old Marcus Miller on his 
catch of a new state-record size hybrid crappie.  Genetics test results confirm that the fish the 
Centralia High School student caught on May 14 at the family’s farm pond in Jefferson County was 
a hybrid crappie.  IDNR fisheries biologist Mike Hooe confirmed that the fish weighed 4.52 
pounds, had a total length of 18.75 inches, a girth of 16 7/8 inches, and was 3 inches thick.  The 
fish erased the previous state record, a 2 lb. 13 ounce hybrid crappie caught in Shabbona Lake in 
March 2007.  The new record hybrid crappie is also the largest crappie of any kind caught in 
Illinois, which recognizes records for white, black and hybrid crappie.  Hybrid crappies are 
a naturally occurring cross between white and black crappies and are found throughout the state.  
Marcus Miller caught the new state-record fish on a Zebco Genesis rod and reel combo with a 
nightcrawler.   
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Wanted: 

Used Goose Floaters. 

Contact Greg Franke at 618-396-2509 

WINCHESTER AMMO SALES UP 16 PERCENT 
IN SECOND QUARTER . . . Second-quarter sales in 
Olin Corp.'s (NYSE:OLN) Winchester ammunition 
division were up 16 percent to $116.1 million, 
compared with $99.8 million in the same period a year 
ago. Winchester segment income for the second 
quarter was a record $9.5 million, compared to $5.6 
million in the second quarter of 2007. 

IDNR News Bits August 5, 2008 
 

New Hunting and Trapping Digest Available:  
The 2008-09 edition of the Illinois Digest of 
Hunting and Trapping Regulations is now 
available through the IDNR web site here Copies 
of the free booklet will be available at IDNR 
offices in the coming weeks.  You can also pick 
up a copy at Conservation World at the Illinois 
State Fair in Springfield, Aug. 8-17 and at the Du 
Quoin State Fair, Aug. 23-Sept. 1. 
 

FOR SALE: 
2007 Youth Model 870 (two chokes 
tubes)  $275 
2006 Browning Micro Midas 3 Youth 
bow.  18"-28" draw length - 30-
40lb draw weight 
All accessories and case included 
with 17 carbon arrows   $350 
 
Contact Carl Dixon @ 618-954-9459 

 

ISRA Legislative Fact Sheet 
The Hidden Gun Ban 

 

OPPOSE SB-1007 
 
   Proponents of SB-1007 continue to deny a gun ban 
is hidden within the bill. They either are deliberately 
trying to conceal the fact, or have no understanding 
and working knowledge of firearms. 
The definition used in SB-1007 says: 
   “Large capacity ammunition feeding device” 
means: (1) a detachable magazine, belt, drum, feed 
strip, or similar device that has a capacity of, or 
that can be readily restored or converted to 
accept, more than 10 rounds of ammunition” 
   First, read the commas as “ORs”. “a detachable 
magazine,(OR) belt, (OR)drum, (OR)feed strip, or 
similar device…” The inclusion of “or similar 
device” in the definition is intended and applies to 
any type of ammunition feeding device that holds 
more than 10 rounds of ammunition.  
   Guns like the Henry Rifle, Colt Lightning and 
1876 Winchester are type of guns that have fixed, 
permanently attached magazines built into the gun. 
They cannot be removed, and they all hold more 
than 10 rounds of ammunition.  
On page 1 under exceptions the bill states: 
   “Large capacity ammunition feeding device” does 
not include an attached tubular device designed to 
accept, and capable of operating only with, .22 
caliber rimfire ammunition… ” 
    If the bill was not intended to apply to firearms 
with fixed tubular type magazines, the supporters 
fail to explain why there is an exemption for tubular 
magazines on firearms that use .22 rimfire 
ammunition – but not those that use ammunition 
other than .22 rimfire? 
   While the bill excludes firearms considered to be 
antiques, this does not apply to modern 
reproductions. With the popularity of cowboy action 
shooting, several companies now offer those 
firearms that won the West. Those reproductions 
would be banned for sale in Illinois under SB-1007. 
Either the supporters don’t understand their own 
legislation and firearms, or they don’t want to admit 
the truth. 

### 
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HSUS Lost Money on Fundraising 
7/16/08   

The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) receives upwards of $130 million per year. But how much 
actually goes to the animals?    

According to a July 2008, Los Angeles Times article, not very much. While the HSUS brings in a lot of 
money each year the organization is not known for its quality fundraising. According to the Times, much of 
the money raised comes from telemarketing and fundraisers.  

In 2006 the HSUS Shared Group Inc. Fundraiser campaign made only 7.3 percent net return. Since 1999 the 
HSUS has had four fundraisers with Shared Group Inc. in which  the net return was negative. The 
organization also lost more money after the telemarketers and employees were paid for their services.  

The HSUS may not be very careful with its money, but donors can be. Before donating to an organization it 
is vital to research where the money is actually going.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 12  


