
 

Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc.   
Seeking Scholarship Applicants  

 
The mission of the MWHI  is to encourage protection and restoration of waters, wildlife, forest and 
field; to work toward the elimination of pollution in all forms; to discourage unwise drainage of 
wetlands; to seek wise land and water use for migratory waterfowl hunting; to nurture and improve 
wildlife stocks; to restore and rehabilitate wildlife environment; to aid youths and adults, through 
conservation education, to recognize resource conservation as vital to the perpetuation of the sport of 
migratory waterfowl hunting. 
 
 

Application Window: October 1, 2008 to February 1, 2009 
 

 
 

Eligibility: 
 

Applicants should be planning to attend college full-time at a two year/four year institution in the State of Illinois in 
2009, and have interest in a Major in Biology, Science, Conservation, and/or related fields. 
 

Applicants should complete the ‘Scholarship Application’ with a minimum two-page statement, regarding the topic 
of “Illinois’ Waterfowl Hunting Heritage.”      
 

For an application or for more information, please contact MWHI President Scott Bryant at 618-535-0151 
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MWHI OFFICERS 

President 

Scott Bryant 
217-983-2025 (home) 
618-535-0151 (cell) 

Vice-President 

Bob Jones 
Area Projects Chairman 
618-498-4724 
618-578-9547 (cell) 
 

Treasurer 

Larry Franklin 
618-465-5686 
 

Membership Secretary 

Mike Devening 
618-791-1692 

Correspondence Secretary 

Jeremy Maggart 
618-535-4997 

Recording Secretary 

Jeremy Arnold 
618-779-8313 

 MWHI DIRECTORS 
 

John Gineris 
Banquet Chairman 
618-786-2596 
 

Eric Rhuede 
Golf Tournament Chairman 
618-410-9853 
 

Duane Hahnenkamp 
Wood Duck Nest Box Chairman 
Refuge Chairman 
618-786-2053 
 

Greg Franke 
COE Chairman 
618-396-2509 
 

Chance Funk 
618-917-4137 
 

Dave Geisler 
618-576-9845 
 

Justin Wolfe 
Carlyle Lake Area Projects Chairman 
Catfish Tournament Chairman 
618-377-0397 
 
Josh Schneider  
618-974-4328 
 
Matt Grassle  
618-550-3124 
 
Nathan Wilson 
618-535-8325 
 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, October 6, 2008 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 
 

October 11 and 12, 2008 
CLASSIC RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT 

at Alton, IL Marina  
 Saturday 6:00 am – 3:00 pm  
Sunday 6:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Please call 618-465-6676 for more information 
 

Wednesday, October 22, 2008 

MWHI GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
Election of Officers and Board Members          

at Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 
in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 pm 

 

 

�

The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 

MWHI 2008 MEMBERSHIP  
DRIVE RAFFLE  

 
·  Every new member who signs up for a membership is put into a 

drawing for a Benelli Nova. 
·  Sign up 3 new members (delinquent member, youth, and life 

memberships included) and your name goes into a draw for free 
one-day waterfowl hunts and your name goes back into the draw 
for every membership you get signed after that. 

·  Your name automatically gets in the draw for 1-day hunts for 
signing up a Lifetime member.  

 

Drawing to be held at the General Membership Meeting 
October 22, 2008 
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Duck Hunter Lost  
Duane Hahnenkamp 

 

 You have heard me talk about my friend Bob Boughton from North Dakota before. On August 18, I 
received a phone call from Bob’s fishing buddy Duane. I knew something was up for Duane to call me, and when 
he said he had bad news, I knew the worst had happened. My good friend Bob was gone. He passed away from 
what turned out to be a massive heart attack. I was in total shock because Bob was only 54 years old and the same 
age as me. The unbelievable part is that I have seen Bob walk a mile in chest waders just to check out a certain 
pothole and never showed any signs of being out of breath. 
 I spent the rest of the night calling the other guys who have made the annual North Dakota hunt for the last 
11 seasons. Breaking the bad news each time was as tough as the first. Every call was followed with several 
minutes of disbelief that Bob was gone and then with several more minutes of reminiscing about all the good times 
we had with Bob.  
 Let me back up and tell you about Bob Boughton. In October 1996 Bob shot one of the mallards banded 
by Migratory Waterfowl Hunters near his house and wrote a nice letter to us a few days later with the information 
on the band. Mike Wright, our duck release chairman at the time, wrote Bob back with the release site information 
and thanked Bob for his nice letter. A couple of weeks later, Mike received a letter from Bob and this one had an 
invite to come hunt with Bob in North Dakota in 1997. Mike asked me if I was interested in a North Dakota hunt. 
It was only the second week of our season, but I told him heck yes I’ll go next year just keep me informed. After 
keeping in touch with Bob over the next summer, five Migratory Waterfowl Hunters members walked into the 
most unbelievable waterfowl land we ever saw. They had gotten ”14 feet” of snow, yes I said “feet,” the winter 
before, so there was still water everywhere in sight when we got there in October. For no charge, Bob took us to 
hunting areas covered with water and ducks for as far as you could see. I am talking about driving for 50 miles in 
any direction and never running out of water or ducks. For being total strangers, Bob and his wife Cathy put us all 
up in their finished basement and gave us the run of the house. After 2 days of hunting, Bob and Cathy went back 
to work as school teachers and still left us the run of the house and all of Bob’s hot hunting spots. Cathy wanted to 
cook all of our meals and they both treated us like family. Their hospitality was unbelievable and their friendship 
was the best. Bob even became a Migratory Waterfowl Hunters member for many years and put up a couple of 
wood duck nest boxes in his back yard. He kept track of the boxes and every spring he let me know the number of 
eggs in them.     

Our first year there, we were shocked that Bob and his friends’ tactic for duck hunting was to sit on a rock 
pile near a marsh and pass shoot ducks. Their idea of calling was to quack twice and then blast them out of the sky 
at 50 or 60 yards. Believe me when I say they were good at it and their expertise at rolling high ducks would 
humble even a Batchtown boy. Bob was surprised at how we could call and work ducks. Jump shooting geese was 
their normal practice when we first got there, but before long Bob was bragging to his friends about our goose 
calling. Within a few years, we had taught Bob to blow a short reed goose call and to use a layout blind. The last 
few years Bon had become pretty impressive on geese on his own. Just 3 days before he died, Bob called in and 
killed 5 honkers by himself.  

After 5 great years, a lot of the water holes started to dry up and the pheasants returned by the thousands. 
As we watched the duck hunting go from good to poor, Bob still stayed with the ducks till the season was over. He 
had become well known as a duck hunter in his town and was the head of the local DU Chapter. Bob hunted ducks 
every weekend till freeze up, except for a deer season in November, and then went after the pheasants. One year 
Bob showed us his log book from the year before. By hunting only weekends and holidays, Bob had shot over 90 
ducks himself, which averaged out to about 5 ½ ducks per day. 

When we started hunting with Bob, it didn’t take us long to figure out that you better kill your ducks early 
or Bob would keep you out on the prairie till dark. We started a ritual of sending the rookie of the trip with Bob on 
a walk-about, and waited to see if our guy made it back alive. Finally, after a couple of close calls, we figured we 
better quit it even though it was funny. Fact is, 11 seasons and 15 hunting trips up to Bob’s later, we have tons of 
memories to talk about. You read in your magazines about legendary old duck hunters who made some kind of 
local duck lore before they died. Well, Bob was well on his way of becoming one and will always be a legendary 
figure to the guys who hunted with him. I, for one, will dedicate this hunting season to the memory of Bob 
Boughton. He may have not been the best duck caller or even the best shot, but as a hunter, a human being, and as 
a friend, he was the “Best Duck Hunter” I ever met. Our thoughts and prayers are with his family. 
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 On August 23rd, the Riverbend Catfish 
Tournament Trail held their final qualifying event of 
the year with at least 15 Riverbend Classic spots up for 
grabs.   
   Expectations for this tournament were set high with 
reports of 200lbs of catfish being caught in one night 
throughout the week from teams that were pre-fishing.  
    The tournament hours were set for 3pm to 12am 
with the weigh-in ending at 1am.  River conditions for 
this tournament had gone from one extreme to the 
other, with the river being at flood stage just a month 
ago the river now had extremely low levels for this 
tournament.  The spring and summer flooding has 
changed the river so much that anglers have been 
telling me that they are erasing all their waypoints on 
their GPS and starting over. One angler told me “where 
there was once rock, it is now mud or sand, where sand 
bars used to be, they are no longer there, and many of 
my hole’s have filled in with sand or mud.”   
   The weather couldn’t have been much better for an 
August night in the heart of the mid-west with the air 
temperature in the 80’s and only a 30% chance of 
scattered thunderstorms.  The water temperature was 
holding right at 80 degrees and I never heard much 
about anyone having problems with keeping fish in the 
live wells.   
   We had 41 teams sign up for this tournament with 30 
teams bringing a total of 97 catfish to be weighed-in.  
The Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail’s points 
division leaders Monte Henson & Jeff Trimby have 
held their lead thoughout the year by a slight margin 
over the rest of the field with teams waiting at their 
door step to take over the top spot. With a 14th place 
finish and 473pts they still remain in 1st for the points. 
Taking over the 2nd place spot was Mark Farrow with 
472pts, and moving up to third was Mat Wolfe with 
463pts. For all other point division results please visit 
www.mwhi.org.   
   The Riverbend Classic will be held in October on the 
11th & 12th in Alton IL. I hope to see all qualified 
teams there!!  A special thanks goes out to Gateway 
Catfishing Club for paying for the plaques and all other 
sponsors that support the Riverbend Catfish 
Tournament Trail. Here are the results: 
 
1st place: Collin Overmeyer & Norman Campbell 5 
fish 132.2lbs. The team reported using Mooneye bigger 
the better along the edge of the river channel. 
 
2nd place & Big Fish: Mat Wolfe & Matt McIntrye 5 
fish 123.1lbs. w/ Big Fish at 45lbs. The team told me  
 

 
they fished a spot about the size of the weigh-in 
parking lot and fished every inch of it. Choice of bait 
was the same Mooneye bigger the better in 20ft foot of 
water. 
 
3rd place: Rob Schiber & Rodney Foils 5 fish 97.8lbs 
Rodney said, “We fished a 10 mile stretch along the 
Missouri bank in 15 to 30ft of water using Mooneye.” 
 
4th place: Danny Salfen 5 fish 88.5lbs. Danny was also 
fishing along the Missouri side of the river using 
Mooneye in 15 to 25ft of water. 
 

Payout: 
1st $1107 
2nd $555 
3rd $332 
4th $220 

Big Fish $820 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail  -  August 23rd 2008, Alton, IL 
Justin Wolfe 
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PETA Looks to  
Set Sea World Animals Free 
U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, 9/3/08 

  

Instead of seeing Shamu live and in person, you’ll 
have to settle for a video game if PETA gets their 
way. 
   PETA recently sent a letter to the President of 
InBev, the new owner of Anheuser-Busch which in 
turn, owns the SeaWorld parks. Apparently, the 
group has an unnamed donor that would like to 
purchase at least one of the parks so that they could 
set the animals free. 
   Lisa Wathne, a specialist with PETA indicated 
that in place of real animals, if the donor does get 
one of the parks, its animal exhibits would be 

replaced with virtual reality, interactive display. 
   PETA decided to move forward with the idea due to 
speculation that the Belgian company would sell off all 
of Busch owned theme parks after completing their 
purchase of Anheuser-Bush. However, the Vice 
President of Communications for Busch Entertainment 
has indicated they are not taking the PETA letter 
seriously.      ### 
 

PETA Running for the Border… 
U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, 8/19/08 

 

No, PETA isn’t running to Taco Bell, but it is looking 
to spread its message.  This time its looking to spread 
its message to people that aren’t even in the United 
States. 
Continuing their various marketing pitches, PETA is 
looking to actually approaching the U.S. government 
with a request to rent billboard advertising space on the 
border fence currently being built along the U.S.-
Mexican border. 
The billboards are already designed in English and 
Spanish, saying: “If the Border Patrol Doesn’t Get 
You, the Chicken and Burgers Will- Go Vegan.” The 
art on the signs would depict “fit and trim” Mexicans 
vs. obese Americans eating fast food.  
It appears PETA will not succeed in getting the 
government to allow them to place the 
billboards. Government officials have already made 
clear that they plan to reject the proposal as the Border 
Patrol does not allow any advertising on its 
property. However, this is just another example of 
radical animal rights groups pushing the envelope, this 
time, even making fun of their own fellow Americans 
in order to push their agenda.     ### 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441  Fax: 217-854-5311 
 
Sen. Frank Watson – 51st District 
Tel: 618-664-9108 E-mail: frank_watson51@sbcglobal.net 
 
Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 
Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 
Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 
Sen. David Luechtfeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 
Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 
Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 
Rep. Kurt Granberg – 107th District 
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 

Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Wyvetter Younge – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-1691  
 
Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Costello  -  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 
Durbin  -  dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 

Barack Obama – http://obama.senate.gov 
 
Shimkus  -  http://www.house.gov/shimkus 
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   Initial results from a North Dakota blood-testing 
study designed to determine whether people who eat 
wild game have higher blood lead levels than people 
who don't have been received.   
   Although no study conclusions have been published -
- and the preliminary report is not expected to be 
published for four to six weeks -- the initial results 
would appear to be generally positive for the 
ammunition industry. 
   As you know, the North Dakota Health Department 
and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) launched a blood-testing study of 
738 North Dakota volunteers in May, following the 
action by North Dakota and several other states to issue 
health alerts and recall all donated ground venison 
from food pantries due to fears of contamination with 
lead bullet fragments.  
   The North Dakota Department of Health announced 
today that the analysis of all collected blood samples 
has been completed and that each study participant 
should receive his or her individual test results over the 
next two weeks.   
   Although the preliminary analyses performed on 
these individual blood samples thus far are said to “not 
confirm the presence or absence of risk associated with 
eating wild game harvested with lead bullets,” it would 
appear that the initial results are generally favorable for 

the ammunition industry, since none of the 738 
volunteers tested had a blood-lead level that would 
meet the “elevated” criteria, although “a high 
percentage had lead in their blood.”  
   None of the study participants, however, was found 
to have a blood-lead level higher than 10 micrograms 
per deciliter, and levels are not considered to be 
“elevated” until they are higher than 10 for children 
and greater than 25 for adults. 
   The North Dakota news release, however, states that 
“a lead level of zero is preferred, but it’s not unusual to 
see levels of as much as two. Even lead levels of less 
than 10 can lead to high blood pressure, infertility, 
hearing loss and reduced kidney function among 
adults.” 
   North Dakota officials say they will await the 
CDC’s preliminary report before deciding whether 
they will allow gun-shot venison to be donated to 
food pantries this year through the Sportsmen 
Against Hunger Program as well as any further 
recommendations for hunters about the safety of 
consuming wild game for themselves and for their 
families. 
    Many other states are also awaiting the conclusions 
from the North Dakota/CDC study before deciding 
their next steps related to the use of lead hunting 
bullets as well as the future of their donated-venison 
programs. 

### 
 

Lead Bullet Fragment Consumption Study: Initial Results Appear Favorable 
Submitted by George Hamilton, 9/10/08 

 
Refuge Decision Preserves Principle of Wildlife Management 

U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 9/9/08 
 
    In a major victory for sportsmen and conservationists nationwide, a federal court has ruled to protect hunting and 
wildlife management on an important parcel of federal land. The ruling reiterates that wildlife management takes 
precedent over protectionism on the nation’s National Wildlife Refuges.  
    Judge Mary H. Murguia of the U.S. District Court for Arizona decided in favor of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) in a case brought by environmentalists seeking to block wildlife management in the Kofa National 
Wildlife Refuge. The decision preserves the principle of active wildlife management within national wildlife 
refuges, even those that have had part of their land designated as “wilderness” under the National Wilderness Act. 
    The plaintiffs had claimed that FWS violated the National Environmental Policy Act and the Wilderness Act by 
constructing and restoring wildlife watering devices on the NWR. While these devices are key for the survival of 
bighorn sheep and other desert wildlife, the plaintiffs claimed they violated federal law. 
   Last year, the U.S. Sportsmen’s Legal Defense Fund (U.S. SLDF), the litigation arm of the U.S. Sportsmen’s 
Alliance Foundation (USSAF), moved to defend FWS and several sportsmen groups in the case.   The U.S. SLDF 
argued that a “Wilderness” designation does not preclude wildlife conservation.   Joining the U.S. SLDF were 
several other groups including: Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep Society, Arizona Deer Association, Arizona Antelope 
Foundation, Foundation for North American Wild Sheep, Yuma Valley Rod & Gun Club, Safari Club International 
and the National Rifle Association. 
    Plaintiffs in the case against the FWS included Wilderness Watch and Arizona Wilderness Coalition. 
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   Today's green movement uses certain buzzwords -- 
organic, locavore, renewable -- to the wry amusement 
of 15 million to 20 million of us who've actually lived 
the eco-friendly lifestyle that these words describe. 
We are hunters. 
   As a subset of America, we're admittedly somewhat 
smaller than we used to be. Our numbers have been 
steadily pressed beneath a culture growing ever faster, 
more complex and distant from its rural ancestry. Now, 
like growing vegetables, gathering fresh eggs and 
raising farm animals for the table, the proclivity and 
skill to harvest Earth's bounty of wild game -- and to 
pass on this tradition to those longing for simpler ways 
of life -- reside in only a relative few of us. 
   The meats that hunters and their families consume 
are grown unfettered by hormones, processed feeds or 
fences. Low in fat and cholesterol, high in protein, wild 
game is organic defined. The American Heart 
Association and American Cancer Society recommend 
venison, rabbit, pheasant and duck over many 
commercially produced, packaged and distributed 
alternatives. 
   Data gathered by my organization show that 84 
percent of us hunt exclusively in our home states. Only 
5 percent never hunt locally. Compared with 
consumers of U.S. supermarket food, which routinely 
travels as much as 2,500 miles from source to table, we 
are model locavores. 
   But "renewable" is perhaps where hunters shine 
greenest. 
   Today, every state has thriving game populations in 
habitats that sustain hunted as well as non-hunted 
species. It's a richness of life that many Americans 
enjoy regardless of their environmental persuasion. Yet 
most also take it for granted, unaware of the 
mechanisms that sustain this public resource. They see 
more wildlife every year but are oblivious to why that's 
so. 
   Begun well over a century ago, the success of 
modern conservation can only be fully understood 
against the backdrop of historical slaughter for markets 
that took 40 million buffalo to the brink of extinction 
and 5 billion passenger pigeons beyond it. It was 
hunters who led a revolution of new values, new 

science and new approaches for responsible use of 
these resources. Seasons, game limits and wildlife 
conservation funds all came from hunters, and we are 
immensely proud of that effort. Because of us, white-
tailed deer, pronghorn antelope, elk, wild turkeys, 
wood ducks and hundreds of other cherished life forms 
transitioned from vanishing to flourishing. 
Even in today's renaissance of eco-consciousness, we 
remain the most stalwart supporters of wild things. 
Hunters and sport-shooters now pay for more than 80 
percent of all conservation and habitat programs in  
 
America. Through licenses, tags, permits, fees and 
special excise taxes on firearms, ammunition, bows 
and arrows, we've paid -- and state fish and game 
agencies have successfully plied -- more than $5.3 
billion since 1939. And we pushed for this tax on 
ourselves. No conservation system has accomplished 
more. 
   As the cost of conservation rises, we're upping our 
outlays even as we remain a relatively small 
percentage of the population. In fact, our data show 
that the price of hunting licenses is outpacing the rate 
of inflation by more than 30 percent. Each year 
America's hunters contribute more for wildlife. 
   Taxing hunters to fund the health of public wildlife is 
a proud part of our heritage. In tomorrow's world, 
however, this financing may be merely the second-best 
byproduct of what we do. As civilization struggles to 
balance modern lifestyles with organic, local, 
renewable resources, hunters are indeed among the 
deepest wells of expertise on the planet. 
   Our very identity clings steadfastly to stewardship of 
land, clean water and air, intimate knowledge of 
natural communities, and careful interaction with the 
good earth -- because that's how we've ensured 
abundant wildlife and good hunting for more than 100 
years. 
   For us, the amusing irony is that American society, 
which has looked down its nose at hunters more sternly 
with each passing generation, is discovering that 
camouflage has been a primary shade of green all 
along. 
Steve Sanetti is president and chief executive of the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation, a trade 
association based in Connecticut. Previously he was 
an executive and general counsel for the firearms 
manufacturer Sturm, Ruger and Co. 
 

Hunter Green 
The People Behind a Conservation Success Story 

By Steve Sanetti      Washington Post, Monday, September 15, 2008; 
 

 

The 2008-09 Digest of Waterfowl Hunting Regulations can now be found at the DNR website at 
http://www.dnr.state.il.us/admin/waterfowl/Digest_08-09.pdf .  
Hard copies will be sent to license vendors and DNR offices and waterfowl hunting sites some time in 
mid-September 
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    You can't pick up a newspaper or turn on a 
television these days without hearing a dire economic 
prediction. These are stressful times for everyone, 
particularly for middle class sportsmen who own a 
$40,000 fishing boat or pay several thousand dollars a 
year to go hunting on a lease 200 to 400 miles from 
home.  
   Fuel costs are a major issue, but so is the cost of 
everything else, partly due to increased shipping 
expenses. Ammunition has risen steeply since last 
hunting season. Even the cost of shelled corn has 
skyrocketed as hunters compete with ethanol 
production. I've heard corn prices as high as $10 for a 
50-pound bag. That's double last year's cost.  
   Here are some tips on how to tighten your sporting 
belt:  
�  Plan hunting and fishing trips as soon as possible. 
Rather than travel to a hunting lease four long 
weekends a season, schedule vacation time to coincide 
with the peak hunting period for your favorite game 
species. If you're deer hunting, try to match your 
hunting period to the peak of the rut, which varies from 
one area to the next.  
�  Don't drive to a hunt by yourself. Carpool by loading 
up as many hunting companions as your vehicle will 
hold. Share gasoline and other expenses. Do the same 
with fishing trips. Every boat should have at least two 
anglers, and many boats are big enough for more.  
�  When planning a fishing trip, concentrate on one 
small area of the lake where you're confident of 
catching fish. If the fishing is slow, stick it out and wait 
for the fish to start biting, rather than cranking up the 
outboard for a 10-mile run. It's hard to catch fish while 
moving at 50 mph. If you determine it's necessary to 
move from one end of the lake to the next, load your 
boat on the trailer and drive it to a well-positioned 
ramp. Even while towing a big boat, your truck or 
SUV gets better fuel mileage than the boat.  
�  If you shoot a lot of shotgun shells, invest in 
reloading equipment, then buy shotshell components 
and reload your own ammo. You can save 40 percent 
or more on a box of shells. If you hunt with the same 
buddies all the time, pool your money, buy the 
equipment together, then make a social event out of 
getting together once a month to reload shells.  
�  You can also save money reloading rifle cartridges, 
but most big game hunters don't shoot enough to 
justify the expense of buying reloading equipment. 
Most riflemen who reload cartridges are more 
interested in accuracy than in monetary savings.  
 

�  If you use corn to bait deer and hogs, get together 
with as many hunting buddies as you can find and buy 
the feed at bulk prices. It's cheaper that way. If you've 
got a 300-mile drive to where you hunt, don't buy 200 
pounds of corn near home and haul it to the lease. Save 
the weight in your vehicle by buying corn near where 
you hunt. Make a call first to compare prices. Corn 
prices in a good hunting area may be artificially high 
during deer season. If you arrange to buy a bulk 
volume of corn now and pay for it up front, you might 
get a better deal.  
�  Forget about baiting with corn and return to the old 
school method of just going deer hunting and trying to 
figure out the animals' natural movements.  
�  Maximize your fish and game harvest through 
careful handling and preparation of the meat. Most 
modern hunters hunt more for the experience than for 
food, but wild game is a distinct bonus. When handled 
and cooked properly, it's a very pure food source. Few 
hunters can justify the expense involved in hunting 
with how much food they put on the table, but it's 
wasteful not to take full advantage of harvested 
animals.  
   Serving as much fish and game as possible will help 
offset the associated costs by fewer trips to the grocery 
store. 

 

How Outdoorsmen Can Conserve Cash, Gas 
Hunters, anglers feel impact of rising prices for travel, equipment 

By: Outdoors Columnist Ray Sasser 
 

Governor Closing State Parks 
Submitted by IFOR Bob Becker, 8/29/08 

 
Eleven parks across Illinois will be closed, under cuts 
announced by Governor Blagojevich this week. The 
parks slated to shut down are: 

·  Hennepin Canal Parkway State Park  
·  Illlini State Park near Marseilles  
·  Wolf Creek State Park  
·  Castle Rock State Park, Oregon  
·  Lowden State Park, Oregon  
·  Hidden Springs State Forest, Strasburg  
·  Channahon Parkway State Park, Channahon  
·  Gebhard Woods State Park, Morris  
·  Kickapoo State Park, Oakwood  
·  Moraine View State Park, Leroy  
·  Weldon Springs State Park, Clinton  

Accompanying the park closings will be about 39 
layoffs of park workers. Critics warn the cuts will 
harm vital maintenance at state parks, and could 
actually result in a net loss of revenue through 
decreased economic activity in the state. Last year, 
more than 45 million people visited Illinois state 
parks, pumping millions of dollars into local 
economies. 
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Building on the Legacy for Wildlife 
Conservation 

American Wildlife Conservation Partners 
  

The Opportunity 
On August 16, 2007, President George W. Bush signed 
the Facilitation of Hunting Heritage and Wildlife 
Conservation Executive Order that called for federal 
agencies to facilitate the expansion and enhancement 
of hunting opportunities and the management of game 
species and their habitat. In addition the executive 
order calls for a wildlife policy conference to lay the 
foundation for a ten-year Recreational Hunting and 
Wildlife Resource Conservation Plan. The opportunity 
to shape the next decade of hunting and wildlife 
conservation - and beyond - is upon us. With a solid 
non-partisan plan, designed to build on and enhance 
the successful North American Wildlife Conservation 
Model, we can chart the course for the future of 
wildlife conservation. 
The Meeting 
Scheduled to convene in the fall of 2008, the White 
House Conference on North American Wildlife Policy 
will focus on five core areas: 
·  Discussions on the North American Conservation 

Model  
·  State/Federal/Tribal Wildlife Management  
·  Habitat Conservation and Management  
·  Funding for Wildlife Conservation  
·  Perpetuating Hunter Traditions  
Working groups made up of some of the leading 
experts on wildlife management and hunting are 
crafting recommendations that will lead the way for the 
final plan.  
The recommendations put forward by the wildlife 
community will be used by the current Administration, 
Governors and members of Congress to ensure that the 
final plan is non-partisan and will be successful no 
matter who is in the White House or controls Congress. 
 

Almanac 
The almanac's 2009 edition, which goes on sale 
Tuesday, says at least two-thirds of the country can 
expect colder-than-average temperatures this winter, 
with only the Far West and Southeast in line for near-
normal readings.  
The almanac predicts above-normal snowfall for the 
Great Lakes and Midwest, especially during January 
and February, and above-normal precipitation for the 
Southwest in December and for the Southeast in 
January and February. The Northeast and Mid-Atlantic 
regions will likely have an unusually wet or snowy 
February, the almanac said.  
 

Labor Day Weekend Enforcement 
Detail Produces 42 Arrests 

IDNR News Release 9/9/08 
 
IDNR Conservation Police concentrate on state Parks 
and Boat Launch Areas 
    SPRINGFIELD, ILL. – Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources Conservation Police Officers made 
42 arrests on charges of operating under the influence 
or driving under the influence during the recent Labor 
Day holiday weekend as part of an enhanced 
enforcement effort intended to improve safety at state 
parks and boat access areas. 
    The IDNR Office of Law Enforcement reports CPOs 
made 33 arrests for operating under the influence 
(OUI) and nine arrests for driving under the influence 
(DUI) on Aug. 30-Sept. 1. 
    “Making our state parks and waterways safe is our 
primary goal and this enforcement detail helps send a 
message that we are serious about arresting those 
motorists and boat operators who pose a threat to 
safety when they try to drive under the influence or 
alcohol or drugs,” said IDNR Office of Law 
Enforcement Director Rafael Gutierrez.  “We are 
pleased to report there were no fatalities at our state 
sites that resulted from OUI or DUI offenses.  We hope 
visitors to our sites – and all boat operators and 
motorists – get the message that if they drive drunk, 
they will be arrested.”  
    The Illinois Conservation Police has received more 
than $300,000 in state grant funding to combat motor 
vehicle driving under the influence (DUI) and boater 
operating under the influence (OUI) offenses.  The 
grant funding was provided by the Illinois Department 
of Transportation (IDOT) Division of Traffic Safety.   
    Last year in Illinois, 507 alcohol-related traffic 
fatalities were reported.  Two of the reported boating 
fatalities and two snowmobile fatalities in Illinois last 
year involved use of alcohol or drugs. 
    In addition to OUI and DUI enforcement at state 
parks and boat access areas, Conservation Police 
Officers also focus on traffic safety through 
enforcement of speeding and seat belt laws. 

### 
 
For Sale:  7 dozen oversize Avery Snow Goose 
shells. Like new. $80.00 per dozen.  
Call: 618-377-6180 or 618-978-7267 
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Senator Bill Brady Scheduled to Speak at  
MWHI General Membership Meeting on October 22, 2008 

 
Senator Bill Brady has led the way in efforts to restore integrity to state government, to improve the state’s job climate, 

and to use taxpayers’ dollars for the good of all Illinois citizens. 
     He was a leader in the effort last year to defeat Governor Blagojevich’s tax increases, the largest state tax increase ever 
proposed in the history of this nation.  

He fought for and passed legislation to protect children from sexual predators.  He is the leading voice in the Senate for 
efforts to create a business climate that will attract hundreds of thousands of new jobs to the state.  He also is a leader in the effort 
to reform our grossly underfunded state pension systems while safeguarding the retirement security of state employees, university 
faculty and teachers.   

He is a primary sponsor of legislation to end pay-to-play politics in Illinois, and he is sponsoring a Constitutional 
amendment that would give Illinois citizens the power to recall public officials. 

A lifelong resident of Bloomington and a successful businessman in the real estate industry, Senator Brady has 
represented areas of seven Central Illinois counties in the Illinois Senate since 2002 and previously was elected to four terms in the 
House of Representatives.  He is currently the ranking Republican on the Senate Insurance and Pensions committees and a member 
of the Revenue and Public Health committees.  Senator Brady was a candidate for the Republican nomination for Governor in 
2006 and has continued to campaign throughout Illinois to bring common-sense leadership to the state that will once again put 
Illinois on the right track. 

He has been honored by such organizations as the Illinois Chamber of Commerce and the Illinois Farm Bureau for his 
achievements in the General Assembly. 

A graduate of Illinois Wesleyan University, Senator Brady and his wife Nancy have three children. 
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S&W Sees 52% Profit Drop in  
Fiscal Q1 

Submitted By George Hamilton, 9/10/08 
 
Smith & Wesson (S&W) has released its financial 
results for its first quarter of fiscal 2009, which ended 
July 31, 2008.   Since Smith & Wesson remains one of 
the few public companies in the firearms and 
ammunition industry, their sales results provide some 
insight into the overall health and performance of the 
industry.  

S&W trades on the NASDAQ stock exchange and 
closed at $4.59 on tonight.  Over the past 52 weeks, 
S&W stock has ranged from $3.72 to $22.00. 

As reported last year, Business Week named Smith & 
Wesson one of the country's "hottest growth 
companies" for 2007.     

Fiscal 1st QTR 2009 (May, 2008-July, 2008)  

Smith & Wesson’s total revenues for the first quarter 
of fiscal 2009 were $78 million, an increase of 5% over 
the same period last year, with firearms revenue up 4% 
to $73.1 million. 

Weakness in commercial sales of hunting-related long 
guns offset most of the growth in pistol sales, which 
was driven by strong demand in both the consumer and 
law enforcement markets. 

Pistol sales grew 18%, driven by continued strength in 
commercial demand and law enforcement adoption of 
the M&P polymer pistol line, while revolver sales grew 
by 3% over the comparable quarter last year.  

Sales of hunting-related firearms products -- rifles and 
shotguns – reflected what S&W called “ongoing 
economic weakness in consumer discretionary 
spending, combined with the channel inventory 
correction that began in mid-fiscal 2008”, and declined 
by 18%.   Sales of black powder rifles were said to 
have been especially impacted. 

Licensing revenue totaled $447,000 (1% of sales), an 
increase of 4% over the first quarter of fiscal 2008. 

Gross profit declined by 7% to $25.4 million and gross 
profit margin slid to 32% from 36%, hurt by a shift 
toward lower-margin products and lower production 
volumes in the company's New Hampshire 
manufacturing facility.  

S&W’s weak hunting-product sales as well as sliding 
margins drove its 52% drop in fiscal first-quarter net 
income, which totaled $2.3 million. 

Smith & Wesson President and CEO Michael F. 
Golden said, "Current economic conditions and their 
impact on consumer discretionary spending, combined 
with the continuing effect of industry inventory 
conditions related to hunting products, negatively 
influenced our otherwise positive results this quarter. 
In fact, excluding sales of hunting rifles, shotguns and 
related accessories, firearms revenue in the first quarter 
increased by 12.0%, or $6.3 million over the 
comparable quarter last year. The negative impact of 
the current environment was evident in our long gun 
sales in every hunting-related category, as well as in 
our gross margin performance. Gross margins were 
impacted by long gun product mix, a shift toward 
lower margin products, and the impact of unabsorbed 
overhead resulting from reduced production volumes 
in our New Hampshire manufacturing facility. Gross 
margins were also impacted, although to a lesser 
degree, by ongoing consumer pull promotions related 
to our handguns." 

 
 


