
 
 

  

 
 

Have a Safe and Happy 
Hunting Season! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL 62002 

VOLUME 39 ISSUE 10                                                              OCTOBER 2009 
Rosi Franke, Editor                          Tel: 618-396-2509                 e-mail: rgfranke@frontiernet.ne

 
 

“The price of liberty is 
eternal vigilance.” 

John Stuart Mill  
 



 2 

MWHI OFFICERS 

President 

Scott Bryant 
217-983-2025 (home) 
618-535-0151 (cell) 

Vice-President 

John Gineris 
Banquet Chairman 
618-786-2596 

Treasurer 

Larry Franklin 
618-465-5686 
 

Membership Secretary 

Mike Devening 
618-259-6181 

Correspondence Secretary 

Jeremy Maggart 
618-535-4997 

Recording Secretary 

Jeremy Arnold 
618-779-8313 

 MWHI DIRECTORS 
Bob Jones 
Area Projects Chairman 
IFOR Board Representative 
618-498-4724 
618-578-9547 (cell) 
 

Eric Rhuede 
Golf Tournament Chairman 
618-410-9853 
 

Duane Hahnenkamp 
Wood Duck Nest Box Chairman 
Refuge Chairman 
618-786-2053 
 

Greg Franke 
COE Chairman 
618-396-2509 
 
 

Dave Geisler 
618-576-9845 
 

Justin Wolfe 
Carlyle Lake Area Projects Chairman 
Catfish Tournament Chairman 
618-377-0397 
 
Brian Arnold 
618-786-4868 
 
Craig Sondker 
618-593-8421 
 
John Popov 
Legislation Chairman 
618-344-8636 
 
Kevin Brooks 
618-535-1724 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Monday, January 4, 2010 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

Monday, February 1, 2010 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 
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The annual drawing for trapping sites at Mississippi River Area 
and Copperhead Hollow will be held November 4, 2009 at the 
Mississippi River Area Headquarters Building on Rt 100 near 
Rosedale, IL. Registration will be from 10 am to 11 am with the 
drawing at 11 am. Applicants will be required to have a 2009 
trapping license, habitat stamp and be 16 years of age. For 
more information call 618-376-3303. 

���������	
�� :  As part of the new Illinois Conservation Congress, 
the IDNR is interested in citizens’ views on conservation issues.  
Take the online survey and provide opinions about public access on 
land for recreational activities, programming and recruiting for youth 
outdoor nature-related activities, and options to fund conservation and 
outdoor recreation. Results are confidential and will be presented at 
the Conservation Congress.  You can access the survey through a link 
on the IDNR web site at �
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The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services 



 3 

 

Taking Chances 
Sarah Gineris 

 
Growing up with a father who loves to duck hunt I have 

learned that there are many aspects of the game. Hunters work 
very hard preparing and perfecting the sport.  One major key to 
a successful hunt is the retriever.  Countless hours of training 
and time go into the dog to make sure he or she is disciplined 
and ready for the big day.   

I know because as a child it was very hard to 
understand why we could not play with the cute little puppy 
dad brought home. Not only do the hunters themselves put all 
they have into the sport, but so do their retrievers. However, it 
is not very often that a hunter is blessed with a truly great dog.  
  Thirteen years ago my dad, John Gineris, lost his 
retriever.  Not knowing if he wanted another dog, he took a 
chance on a ten month old aggressive golden retriever, without 
knowing what or how much training he had as far as being a 
duck dog.  He got the dog from a friend, Frosty Ontis, and 
appropriately named him Chance.   

To my dad’s relief, Chance took to the sport. He loved to hunt just as much as my dad did. They were 
a perfect team. There are many of you reading this that have hunted with Chance and know how special he 
was. My dad said he was the "greatest.” 
  Chance hunted for eleven years until his hips became weak from years of breaking ice and swimming 
in icy water.  As I said, Chance loved to hunt and did as long as he could. After retirement, Chance worked 
very closely with my dad to train the new black lab, Tater, who was going to take his place. After Tater was 
trained, Chance spent his time with my mom, keeping her company during hunting season.  
  Chance passed away on September 21, 2009.  He fell asleep peacefully at the back door as he always 
did.  My family and I loved Chance and will forever miss him.  We have fond memories of him and know 
many of you do also.  There will never be a more aggressive hunter or a more gentle companion as 
our "Chance".   

So to the "greatest,” and all the greats that have gone before you, here's to you pal.  The game would 
have never been the same without you.     ### 
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SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) and its law enforcement arm, the Illinois Conservation Police, 
are reminding hunters, boaters, and campers to be aware of the dangers of carbon monoxide (CO) while enjoying these outdoor activities.    

In 2008, Conservation Police Officers responded to two separate incidents on houseboats that led to the deaths of five people.  In both 
cases, older model generators on board the vessels were leaking carbon monoxide into the living quarters of the boats.  The incidents in Southern 
and Central Illinois were the first reported carbon monoxide fatalities on board watercraft in Illinois in the last six years according to U.S. Coast 
Guard statistics. 

Many carbon monoxide deaths occur during colder months when windows and doors are locked up at night leaving little or no 
ventilation inside. 
Carbon monoxide accidents can happen in boat cabins because, in most cases, these areas are small enclosures, but there are other places where 
precautions need to be taken.  Small hunting cabins, campers, and hunting blinds where a kerosene heater or internal combustion engine may be 
used for warmth are also places where people need to take precautions. 
Illinois Conservation Police offer the following tips when using heating devices:  

·  Make sure your equipment such as generators, internal combustion engines, or any heater that burns petroleum products are vented and 
maintained properly.  

·  Always have a working carbon monoxide detector in any enclosure where people will be.  
·  Always use replacement parts or components intended solely for the equipment being used.  
·  Make sure the area you are in is ventilated at all times.  

 

Chance checking out his master’s decoy spread in 2006 
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 As I write this, the season is near and hopes are high. It also has been pouring down rain all day, and it didn’t 
take long before the local talk switched from needed rain to river flood. I guess tomorrow I will be able to get the stuff 
out of my blind and then just plan on washing mud out of it in two weeks. I just hope if we do get a flood that it will 
come and go fast without doing too much damage. Things were easier to plan when global warming was keeping our 
areas dry all summer and fall. 
 This year may look like it has been a quiet one for MWHI, but some big things did happen. The biggest was 
the change of our Governor that gave us a lot of input with the IDNR. Our president Scott Bryant has found an open 
door policy at the IDNR, which we have not had for years. It’s a shame that the state is so broke at this time because 
we could be doing great things for our hunting areas. The problem is that by the time the state gets rolling again, our 
President and several instrumental board members may be gone. 
 Over the years that I have been in the club, I have heard every excuse imaginable from hunters for not getting 
involved with this organization or for not getting on the board. Thirty years ago, the main excuse was that MWHI was 
a Stump Lake Club and that they didn’t do anything in the other areas. When I was president, some called it the Glades 
Club. Then, there were always those who didn’t like the current president. One guy told me he would get involved 
when we have a new president – well, that particular president left years ago and this guy is still not involved.  
 This organization is 40 years old and still kicking. It is an important part of the waterfowl world in Illinois. 
The problem is that we will need new blood in a year or two to run this club and take advantage of the power and 
respect this club has. Our areas will need this club in the years to come, but there has to be someone there to run it for 
it to do any good. Guys, the club needs you and we will all need the club in the future. 
 Back in 1995, it was my job to find someone to run for president in the following years. No one wanted the 
job, including me. Old Bill Woolard was at the board meeting and was trying to help me find people to run in the next 
election. After everyone who was there told me that they were not interested in taking on the president’s job, Bill mad 
a comment that shocked some of us. He said that maybe it was time for the club to disappear – we had a good run but 
times are changing and maybe the club had run its course. 
 Well, the thought of loosing the club and its influence with the state was something I figured we couldn’t 
afford. Right there I told Bill that I would take the job and hoped that I could keep the club going. I served for three 
more years and was followed by John Gillespie and the Scott Bryant. 
 We are coming close to the same situation. We will need new people to run the club. It would be a shame to 
give up everything this club has built in the last 40 years. Please take the time to get involves and keep us going. The 
future of the club is in your hands and I hope someone out there will step up to keep the club going. It would be nice to 
have the club around for its 50th anniversary. Think about it!    ### 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�

Future of the Club 
Duane Hahnenkamp 

  
Update on Hiking/Biking Trails in Calhoun County 

 
 On October 11, 2009, MWHI held an informational meeting at the Straight Home Bar & Grill in 
Hardin, IL regarding plans for hiking/biking trails throughout Calhoun County, possibly utilizing state and 
federal property. The initiative is led by the Calhoun Community Foundation’s Trails Committee.   
 

 The chairman of the Trails Committee, Dale Hagen, attended a recent MWHI Board meeting to 
explain what the committee is trying to do and to answer questions and concerns from the Board. 
 

 MWHI was invited to attend the Trails Committee monthly meeting on October 21, 2009. MWHI, 
along with DU Representative Denny Ward, voiced concerns about establishing hiking/biking trails in 
hunting areas.   
 

 MWHI also learned that the Trails Committee’s application for grant funding for initial planning 
for hiking/biking trails in the county has not been submitted yet.  
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Bill in Congress Would Prohibit Most 
Trapping in Wildlife Refuges 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 10/16/09 

  
   A new bill introduced in the U.S. House of 
Representatives would ban the use of the most common type 
of trap used to control predator populations within the 
National Wildlife Refuge System. 
   HR 3710, introduced by Representative Nita Lowey (D- 
NY), would make it illegal to use any trap that will “kill or 
capture wildlife by physically restraining any part of the 
animal” within the Refuge system.  This definition of 
banned traps include the most common types, such as 
Conibear-style traps and foothold traps, that are used to 
control both predator and nuisance populations. 
   For a first offense, the bill orders a civil fine of up to $500 
for each proscribed trap used or possessed.  For subsequent 
offenses, a person in violation faces fines up to $1000 for 
each trap used or possessed as well as imprisonment for up 
to 180 days.  Additionally, all such traps would be forfeited. 
   Similar bills have been introduced in the last several years 
but have never moved forward. 
   “Trapping is universally regarded by the wildlife 
management community as an invaluable tool to control 
predators and furbearers,” stated Bud Pidgeon, U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Alliance president and CEO.  “The USSA will 
be working to kill this bill should it gain any traction.” 

### 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Legislation Will Protect Recreational 
Hunting and Fishing on Federal Land  

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 10/8/09 
 
   Two bills introduced by Senator Lisa Murkowski (R- AK) 
and U.S. Representative Dan Boren (D- OK) will protect 
recreational hunting, fishing and shooting on land 
administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
and the U.S. Forest Service. 
   Backed by the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA), HR 
3749 and the Senate legislation are companion bills 
collectively known as the Recreational Fishing and Hunting 
Heritage and Opportunities Act. They will prevent situations 
from emerging where public land is closed arbitrarily for 
hunting, fishing and shooting, mandating that such closures 
be done through a reasonable and transparent process.  
Specifically, both bills would ensure that: 
·  Federal public land managers with the U.S. Forest Service 

and BLM provide for the use of and access to public lands 
for hunting, fishing and shooting,    

·  An “open until closed” policy is established for the lands 
managed by the U.S. Forest Service and the BLM unless 
public and Congressional notification is given,  

·   Land managers are urged to lease land for shooting 
ranges by having the lessee offer suitable assurances to 
remediate leased lands at the termination of the lease, thus 
remedying concerns expressed in the past by the BLM 
over damage to land used for shooting,   

·  Skilled volunteers be used on federal public lands not 
open to hunting when wildlife management requires the 
culling of animal populations,  

·  Congress receives an annual report detailing any closures 
of land to fishing, hunting, or shooting and the reasons for 
the closures.    

“Both bills will guarantee that access for America’s 
sportsmen to prime public land won’t arbitrarily be denied,” 
states USSA President and CEO, Bud Pidgeon. “The USSA 
wholeheartedly supports these bills and urges sportsmen 
everywhere to contact you members of Congress and urge 
them to sign on.”   ### 
 

 
Support Your Club! 

Sign up a New Member!  
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IFOR President Bob Becker Retires 
 
On behalf of MWHI, thank you so much for all you have done for Illinois waterfowl hunters. Your 
efforts and hard work are greatly appreciated. Enjoy your retirement! 
 
We received the following note from Bob: 
 
After serving as President of IFOR for the past 18 years the time has come for me to step down. Effective 
October 4th Karl "Bo" Arnold an avid outdoorsmen, sportsmen, hunter and all round good guy was named 
President. Jim McFarlane will assume the Vice President position. 
  
After being one of the founders, a charter and life member, I will remain an active member of the Board 
for as long as this old body can be effective. 
  
With this change we will be changing our address to IFOR, P. O. BOX 273, GREENVIEW, Illinois. 
62642. You can reach "Bo" at (217) 741-1373, by e-mail @ Bonjane56@hotmail.com and his fax number 
is (217)-968-5607. 
  
It has truly been a pleasure and a lot of fun (most of the time) representing this fine organization and 
working with all of our great Affiliation and regular members. I have met many outstanding 
Conservationists during my tenure and certainly look forward to seeing and working with many of you in 
the future. My sincere thanks for all the help and support you have given me. 
  
Bob Becker 
Old retired President 
  

SPECIAL ISRA ALERT 
ISRA 10/1/2009 

 
   As you may already know, the campaign to restore your 2nd Amendment rights took a big step forward yesterday 
when the U.S. Supreme Court decided to hear McDonald v. Chicago – the Illinois State Rifle Association's lawsuit 
to overturn Chicago's handgun ban. 
   The road ahead for McDonald v. Chicago will be long and tedious. Here are what we believe will be important 
milestones: 
1. By late November 2009, briefs from our side must be submitted to the court. 
2. Chicago will be given time to offer its reply and we will be given the opportunity to rebut Chicago's reply. 
3. Oral arguments in the case are expected to commence in January 2010. 
4. A decision in the case is expected sometime in June of 2010. 
   Regardless of how the Supreme Court rules in this case, the battle to preserve and protect your right to keep and 
bear arms will not be over. If the Supreme Court rules in our favor, the gun control movement will surely respond by 
trying to pass all sorts of gun control laws that they will claim are “reasonable” and keeping with the spirit of the 
Supreme Court's decision. 
   If the Supreme Court rules against us in this case, you better believe that the gun control movement will pull out 
all the stops in its campaign to obliterate the Second Amendment and your right to own guns for lawful 
purposes. They will be emboldened, motivated, well funded, and eager to come take your guns away from 
you. 
   No matter how the court rules, a strong and united gun-owning public is the best defense against the 
extremist gun control movement.  ### 
 



 7 

 
 

 
 
 

LEGISLATION UPDATE 
John Popov 

 
 “The American Republic will endure until the day 
Congress discovers that it can bribe the public with the 
public’s money.”   Alexis deTacqueville, 1835 
 

 I thought I would start off with a quote. This one 
hit me like a brick. 
 Do you think we have reached this point yet? I 
think maybe we have. Look at the issues: health care 
reform, bailouts, cap and trade, Iran, Afghanistan and 
unemployment.  

We, the taxpaying sportsmen and women are at 
the very bottom of the pile. If you don’t believe it, start with 
Illinois senators Durbin and Burris. Both of them voted for 
Obama’s appointee Cass Sunstein as Regulatory Czar. 

Sunstein is an avowed anti-hunter who believes that animals 
have the right to sue for their rights in court. He is anti-
Second Amendment and thinks you are not smart enough to 
know what is good for you.  

Another appointee is Diversity Czar Mark Loyd. He 
believes that private news media should be taxed to pay for a 
so-called more diverse and local news media with more 
government control. He believes that the takeover of the 
news media by Czar Chavez in Venezuela is a good thing. 

How about Van Jones, the Green Jobs Czar, and an 
avowed socialist? He was forced to resign because some of 
his recorded statements. Do you get my drift? We are being 
overwhelmed by our government.  

Look at California’s Central Valley. Thousands of 
acres of farm land dried up because a minnow has to be 
protected. Thirteen percent of the produce consumed in this 
country comes from the Central Valley. Over 40,000 people 
are out of work in one county alone due to this minnow. 

Do you believe you actually matter to some of the 
people in Washington or are you being bribed with your own 
money? Think about it. 

The federal HR45 isn’t dead. It’s sleeping for now. 
Remember, this is a federal handgun license for all U. S. gun 
owners, including any semi-automatic firearm that can accept 
any detachable ammunition feeding device but does not 
include antiques. This bill can also impose a yearly tax on 
every gun you own through the IRS. 

If people don’t think there is a movement to change 
America and the way we live, then why the big, fast push for 
change? Why do the legislators want to vote on 1,000 page 
bills they haven’t read? Why not have transparency, debate 
and then vote? This is not Russia. Will we recognize our 
country in 10 years? 

I apologize if I seem to have gotten carried away, 
but I love my country and don’t want to see us loose our 
freedom, no matter who is in office. Have a safe hunting 
season. And here is one more quote: 

“It has been said that politics is the second oldest 
profession. I have learned that it bears a striking 
resemblance to the first.”  President Ronald Reagan 

If it is to be, it’s up to you and me!  
 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 
 

 
NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 
 
 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 
 
 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 
 
 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 
 
 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 
 
 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 
 
 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441   
 

Sen. Kyle McCarter– 51st District 
Tel: (217) 428-4068 
 

Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 

Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 

Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 

Sen. David Luechtefeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 

Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 

Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 

Rep. John D. Cavaletto – 107th District 
Tel:618-548-9080  
 

Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 

Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Eddie Lee Jackson, Jr. – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-9950  
 

Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Rep. Jerry F. Costello  -  12th District  
Tel: 618-233-8026  E-mail:  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 

Rep. John Shimkus  -  19th District 
Tel: 618-344-3065 E-mail: house.gov/shimkus 
 

Sen. Richard J. Durbin   
Tel: 312-353-4952  E-mail: dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 

Sen. Roland W. Burris 
Tel: 202-224-2152 
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Letter to the Editor: 
 
 You folks create your own destiny in terms of sustaining and enhancing waterfowling in the MRA, particularly 
the 45-year-old and under crowd. 
 This organization, MWHI, was created in 1970. In 1981, I joined the group. A guy named Goose told me if I 
had an opinion, I ought to do something about it. 
 In 1984, we started to formulate wetland enhancement for every refuge and hunting area in the MRA, 
including our #1 priority – the USFWS Swan Lake Refuge. 
 In 1986, EMP was introduced. 
 In 1990, our organization spearheaded the MRA task force and developed a prioritized rehap plan for the 
MRA. 
 Shortly thereafter, work began at Stump Lake, followed by Swan Lake and Batchtown Refuge. Calhoun Point 
and Fuller Lake also got face lifts. In the meantime, we successfully lobbied for the Heavy Equipment Crew and a 
$250,000.00 worth of new pumps for the Glades, Diamond Island, Hurricane Island and Red’s Landing. We also 
managed to squeeze in a 500 acre green tree reservoir at Red’s Landing with a NAWMP NAWCA grant. 
 Finally, toward the end, the Batchtown hunting area project began and I am happy to be able to say that the 
closing levee was completed in late August of 2009. The water control structures are closed and for the first fall season 
in the 80-year history of pool #25 hunters can be confident to have adequate water around their blinds for an entire 
season. The Batchtown project is not totally completed. We still have a huge dredging component and a pump barge to 
build. But for now, we can see for the first time the benefits of this project. 
 So, as you can see, in the words of Miles Brueckner, the old guard has broken down the brush for the next 
generation. There is an open path and a template for success being handed to you younger folks, and I dare say it is a 
great one. 
 We have a group in Washington, D.C. today who do not recognize nor appreciate our 150 year-old cultural 
heritage of waterfowl hunting. They no longer want you to build a duck blind on the rivers or lakes because they favor 
bike trails. 
 The morale of the story is that hard work and perseverance is the key to success. MWHI has proven that over 
and over again. You, the youth, control your own destiny. What will you do?  
Greg Franke 
 

 

 

 

Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc.   
Seeking Scholarship Applicants 

 
The mission of the MWHI  is to encourage protection and restoration of waters, wildlife, forest and field; to work 
toward the elimination of pollution in all forms; to discourage unwise drainage of wetlands; to seek wise land and 
water use for migratory waterfowl hunting; to nurture and improve wildlife stocks; to restore and rehabilitate 
wildlife environment; to aid youths and adults, through conservation education, to recognize resource 
conservation as vital to the perpetuation of the sport of migratory waterfowl hunting. 
 

Application Window: October 1, 2009 to February 1, 2010 
 

Eligibility: 
 

Applicants should be planning to attend college full-time at a two year/four year institution in the State of Illinois in 
2010, and have interest in a Major in Biology, Science, Conservation, and/or related fields. 
 

Applicants should complete the ‘Scholarship Application’ with a minimum two-page statement, regarding the topic 
of “Illinois’ Waterfowl Hunting Heritage.”      
 

For an application or for more information, please contact MWHI President Scott Bryant at 618-535-0151 
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Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail – CLASSIC – Results 
Justin Wolfe 

 

Classic Group Picture 
 
On September 12th and 13th the Riverbend Catfish 
Tournament Trail held their Classic tournament in 
Alton, IL on the Mississippi River.  This tournament is 
considered by most Midwest catfish anglers to be the 
Super bowl of Catfish tournaments in the greater St. 
Louis area.  Teams travel from as far as 3 to 4 hrs away 
to fish the Riverbend qualifying tournaments to gain 
entry into the Riverbend Classic held at the end of the 
season, usually during the months of September or 
October.   
   This year the stakes were raised when Riverbend 
Catfish trail sponsor Bluff City Tackle of Alton, IL 
offered to guarantee a $2,000 first place payout at the 
Classic in 2009, which brought a new level of 
excitement to the Classic this year.  Clark Boat & 
Motor of East Alton, IL, along with SeaArk boats and 
Haulrite trailers, once again provided the Riverbend 
Trail with a boat and trailer for the 2009 points 
division where the winner would also be decided at the 
Classic in 2009. 

This was the second year the Riverbend 
Catfish Tournament trail held a two day tournament 
where catfish anglers weighed-in a total weight of two 
days with a limit of 5 catfish per day.  Riverbend 
anglers had from 6am to 3pm on day 1 and from 6am 
to 1pm on day 2 to fill their 5 catfish per day limit. 

Blue, Flathead, and Channel catfish were all 
legal to weigh-in during the tournament, but most 
anglers were in search of the Blue catfish, which are 
known for their obese size and it is common to see 
Blues exceeding the 80lb mark in a tournament of this 
magnitude along with the skill level of the catfish 
anglers that attended the Classic.   

We had 20 out of a possible 30 qualified teams 
show up to fish the Riverbend Classic.  The river 
conditions for the tournament could not have been in 
much better shape for the anglers except for a slow 
drop in water levels each day of the Classic.  There 
were mixed reports coming in after day 1, with some 
teams finding a lot of action but no size to their catch 
and other teams reporting a slow bite but catching good 
size catfish when opportunity struck.  Day 2 of the 
tournament brought many surprises with some teams 
that struggled on day 1 making changes and finding 
some larger catfish to weigh-in to leap frog over other 
teams.  The weather was great all weekend with highs 
in the highs 80’s and lows around the upper 60’s at 
night.  Reports of the water temperature ranged 
anywhere from 72 to 75 degrees for the two days.  
There were a total of 106 catfish brought to the scales 
with a total tournament weight of 1214.8lbs. 

Before I get into the results I would like to 
stop and thank some people and sponsors, and I’ll start 
with Steve, Nikki, and Shannon. Without their 
volunteered time to the weigh-in setup, bookkeeping 
and pictures, I would have never had a chance to fish 
any of these tournaments. I can’t ever thank them 
enough for what they do.   

I would also like to thank all of the Riverbend 
anglers who helped out with weighing the fish to 
running tubs back and forth and making sure all catfish 
made it back to the Mississippi River.   

Now I want to thank all of or new sponsors 
that joined the Riverbend Trail in 2009: first off is 
Steve Brown and Catfish Safari, next is Jeff Williams 
and Team Catfish, and last is Brenda Jackson with Olin 
Community Credit Union. These three new sponsors 
helped this Trail take a step to the next level in 2009 
with the amount of giveaway items each of them 
donated.   

Last but not least, I would like to thank Lynn 
Simburger (Clark Boat & Motor), the board members 
of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters Inc., Steve Henderson 
(SeaArk boats), Mark McMurry (Bluff City Tackle), 
Brett Stawar (CVB Alton), Matt McIntyre (McIntyre 
Contracting Inc), John Gineris (TownClub Bar& Grill), 
Paul Louderback and staff (Brotherhood of 
Catfisherman catfish1.com), and John Allen (Gateways 
Cats).  I hope the Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail 
can continue to count on each and everyone of its 
sponsors support in 2010 and I can’t thank you enough 
for what you have done in 2009. 
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Here are the results: (9 paid places, big fish and point’s 
division winner) 

 
Classic Winners 

 
1st: 179.3lbs. Ryan Casey & Jon Worden 
 

2nd: 137.5lbs. Mark Farrow & Tyrone Buckner 
 

3rd:  134.3lbs. Danny Salfen 
 

4th: 133.1lbs. Jerry Cline I & Joe Ludtke 
 

(Tie was broke by each team’s big fish) 
 

5th: 133.1lbs. Russ Devone 
 

6th: 89.0lbs. Jason & Vicky Mathenia 
 

7th: 86.9lbs. Rodney Foils & Rob Schiber 
 

8th: 81.2lbs. Justin Wolfe & Adam Bagley 
 

9th: 61.6lbs. Mat Wolfe & Richard Zeigenbein 
 

Big Fish: 48.8lbs. Jerry Cline & Joe Ludtke 

 

Points Division winner: Danny Salfen 
 
Payout: 
1st: $2000 
2nd: $854 
3rd: $400 
4th: $240 
5th: $160 
6th: $100 
7th: $100 
8th: TownClub package 
9th: CVB package 
Big Fish: $400 
Points Division Boat & Trailer: 1448 SeaArk w/ 
Haulrite trailer        

 

 
Classic Big Fish Winners 
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There will be a hunter education class at the St. Anselm Church in Kampsville on Nov. 7 and Nov. 8.  
 
Classes will be from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 7 and 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 8.  
The Illinois Hunter Education Program consists of a minimum of 10 hours of instruction. These courses cover the basics of 
hunter responsibility, wildlife conservation and identification, firearms and ammunition, field safety, wildlife management, 
first aid, archery, muzzle-loading, and other state regulations. 
 
Persons completing the minimum 10 hours of instruction and successfully completing the final examination will receive a 
State of Illinois Certificate of Competency and a graduate patch. 
 
As of Jan. 1, 1996, a state law was passed that anyone born on or after January 1, 1980, may not be issued a hunting license 
unless they present a valid Hunter Education Certificate of Competency issued by the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources, Division of Education or they present evidence he or she has held a hunting license issued by the State of Illinois 
or another state in a prior year. 
 
 

For Sale: 12 used Std decoys, 35 Canada Goose shells 27”, 24 full body Plasta Duk Canada, 24 big foot, 
12 Flambeau floaters. Call Steven at 259-3419. 
 
For Sale: Duck hunting cabin in Cockerell Hollow at Batchtown MRA area. Fully furnished. $6,000.00 
Call Karen Lederle Dixon 636-899-0927. 
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