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MWHI Invited to Springfield!

Right: Gov. Pat Quinn signs a bill reinstating $9.25 million in IDNR funding, as well as $16 million in reimbursement. Former Gov.
Rod Blagojevich basically closed the door on IDNR and its volunteers, which includes Migratory Waterfowl Hunters Inc.

Left: Gov. Pat Quinn introduced Marc Miller, left, as the new director of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. Marc Miller
(left) with Migratory Waterfowl Hunters President Robert Bryant of Eldred.

For more information, see articles on page 5 and 7 of this issue.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Monday, March 2, 2009

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm

Saturday, March 14, 2009
Blind Builder Meeting
at MWHI Office, 2404 E. Broadway, Alton
at 1:00 pm

Saturday, April 4, 2008
MWHI 9" ANNUAL

WETLAND CONSERVATION BANQUET
at K.C. Banquet Hall, Godfrey, IL

Monday, April 6, 2009

MWHI| BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm

Wednesday, June 17, 2009

MWHI GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Election of Officers and Board Members
at Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club
in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 pm

Annual MWHI Blind-Builder Meeting
Saturday, March 14, 2009 at 1:00 pm

MWHI Office, 2404 E. Broadway, Alton

All Blind Builders are Invited to Attend!

The Sentryis published monthly except for December and Jgniona Migratory Waterfowl
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002 Sentrydeadline is always the second
Monday of each month.

Statements and opinions expressed in Seatry are those of the individual and do not
necessarily represent the views of Migratory WatelfHunters, Inc. Officers, Directorg,
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearancearofad in this newsletter does not
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a pragtusgrvice. We encourage our memberg to
take note of those businesses advertising in ousleger and shop with them when they are
in the market for their product or services.




Governor Quinn names new IDNR director

Eldred man applauds choice of Marc Miller
By Jill Moon, The Telegraph, February 5, 2009

SPRINGFIELD - Gov. Pat Quinn introduced Marc Milkes the new director of the lllinois Department of
Natural Resources while Migratory Waterfowl HuntBresident Robert Bryant of Eldred looked on Thaysd

Bryant and his organization were invited toiggiield as part of Quinn's signing a bill reingtgt$9.25
million in IDNR funding, as well as $16 million ikimbursement. Former Gov. Rod Blagojevich basicdbsed the
door on IDNR and its volunteers, which includes Migry Waterfowl Hunters Inc.

But even as Blagojevich ignored Bryant and th@-plis member organization for the last six yelstiier
constantly stayed in touch with him, Bryant saidlléyl, 39, was senior policy adviser to Quinn whenwas
lieutenant governor. Miller replaced former stagpRKurt Granberg, who was appointed as IDNR direloy
Blagojevich on Jan. 16, even though he alreadyblead impeached by the lllinois House.

Quinn said he wanted a profession#hénfield to lead the agency.

"l was surprised (Wednesday) when they calledtheg wanted us to be there," Bryant said. "It wabhock,
and then also announcing the new director (Thupstay

Bryant met Miller six years ago in Memphis, Bryanid in a telephone interview with The Telegragtile
on his way back to Alton from Springfield.

"He came up to me (in Memphis) and introducedskiliin and we've had an open-door relationship ever
since," Bryant said. "Gov. Quinn and Marc Milleaytd in contact with us the whole time, even thaotngly couldn't
do anything with Blagojevich in office. They expsed their sympathy with the situation. But nowythee taking
great steps to fix the problems left by his adntratson with state parks and programs.”

When Bryant met Miller, Bryant said Miller was wang on Quinn's outdoor initiatives, such as clean
waterways, habitat restoration and even tryingat@dllinois' state parks after IDNR funding was laist summer
under the former administration.

Bryant said Miller has called the Migratory Wdtevl Hunters, asking for help to pass legislatiorbenefit
conservation issues. Migratory Waterfowl Huntersildowrite letters and make phone calls to legistatd Miller's
request, Bryant said.

"He always returns phone calls," Bryant said.€iEwhen we disagree on something, we agree tordisag
and the door is always still open. That is a mk@y, and | think their door is open to everybodyllinois. | believe
that."

The Migratory Waterfowl Hunters grdogs won numerous awards for its outstanding vekmgm with
lllinois and regional conservation issues, inclgdmany hours of habitat restoration at Two Riveasidhal Wildlife
Refuge. The organization covers from the northigreftlilinois to the southern tip and has memifeos 26 states.

"We're like the public watchdog forterdowlers and hunters in lllinois - all volunteer® make sure our kids
and grandkids have what we had," Bryant said.

Last year, Migratory Waterfowl Hunteven a state award as volunteer group of the ye@ryears ago, it
won a Region 4 award from the U.S. Fish and Wid8Bkrvice for outstanding volunteerism, which isualed to only
one organization in each region.

"We've had an outstanding relation$orB2 years with IDNR until the last six yearBfyant said. "Since
Day One of Blagojevich, the door closed. He is iy @rogant man, doing whatever he wants when heklta wanted
the money from the outdoor people by appointing dir@ctor, and at the end of the year."

Bryant said $318 million was swept obltDNR funding under Blagojevich's administratiand put into the
general fund to be used elsewhere.

Bryant has been a member of Migratdiaterfowl Hunters for 12 years and president fee ffears. He also
served as vice president for two years prior tachisent position and served as an adviser to dlaedobefore being
named vice president. Bryant was born and raisé&buifrey.

The Associated Press contributed some informatiothfs article.

Support your Club!
Sign up a new member today!



Quinn does right thing on IDNR post Hats off to a 'professional’
The Telegraph, February 6, 2009 by DALE BOWMAN Staff Reporter, Suntimes

PatQuinn had been governor of lllinois for only one SPRINGFIELD -- Professional wears well on Marc [eill
week when he reversed one of the final official actions ofoatee and hair neatly coiffed, Miller wore a couative dark
his predecessor, Rod Blagojevich. suit and dark-blue checked tie Thursday outsidegineernor's

Just two weeks before he was removed from officeoffice at the state Capitol.

As promised, Gov. Quinn quickly delivered on hiarpto have a

D-Carlyle, as director of the lllinois Department of/ HILIR) _ )
Natural Resources. natural-resources professional" heading thadid Department
Natural Resources.

: . Qf
The appointment was just one of the ex governorg A week after becoming governor, Quinn announced hi

ey o el e he el est. Sranterd Wmnaton of bier 0 head tho agery most deast by
rmer Gov. Rod Blagojevich. The sense of relidfadourden

and thus would have been eligible for a state pension (ﬁ?ted, was almost palpable on the second floathefCapitol.

$73,000 a year, based on his 22 years of service in the ong after the lectern had been put away and ¥heréws had
Legislature. __ taken off, Scott Bryant stayed, milling around augking it up.

But some wondered whether Granberg's decision tphe Alton man had been invited to come as a reptatee of
retire from the Legislature was based partly on the faqyigratory Waterfowl Hunters.
that it spared him the embarrassment of having to vote"One thing | know: There will be an open-dooriggl unlike
with his ex-House colleagues on the bill of impeachmenthe past six years," Bryant said.
that they returned against Blagojevich last month. In That might be the greatest gift Miller will dedir for the IDNR:
return, the theory goes, Blagojevich nhamed Granberg t@opening communication for the wide variety ofdtmstituents.
head the IDNR. Granberg's reward? He would become Manning, a former IDNR director for 12 years under
eligible for a $40,000 increase in his annual pension t&epublican governors, e-mailed: "Governor Quinnbétting
$113,000. 1.000."

But Quinn announced last Thursday that he was Miller has "natural-resources professional” dowtis
removing Granberg from the post and filing it with Marcmaster's degree is in environmental administraiam the
Miller, who served as senior policy adviser to QuinnU”'Ver$'Fy of lllinois-Springfield. He was watershe;rgam;er
when he was lieutenant governor. In doing so, QuinfPr Prairie Rivers Network from 1999 to 2004, trsemior policy
fulfilled his pledge to name a professional in thedViser to Quinn and liaison to the lllinois Riveoordinating
conservation field instead of a "political appointment.” Council. He hikes, hunts, fishes, views wildlifgylks, canoes

Miller has served as an adviser and liaison to the IIIinoi§nd camps. is h h il ive in th indef
River Coordinating Council, which Quinn headed a My concern is how he will survive in the grinde
. ' SSprmgfleld politics, though his bachelor's degrgeen political
lieutenant governor.

. gcience from Eastern lllinois. | asked him aboat.th
Granberg had been on the IDNR payroll since Jan. 1 "I will give you three examples ... under the fidiflt

Now, state pension officials are reviewing the situationgjrcymstances of the last several years that | haeeability to
because Granberg had not yet been confirmed in his neyrk with the legislators and move forward," higlsa
post by the lllinois Senate. . N His three examples were the lllinois Dam Safeiiative and

Quinn said he hopes Granberg will not be eligible foghe creation of two river coordinating councilse tMississippi
the increase in his pension and that he should be contagitrer Coordinating Council and the Wabash and ORieers
with the $73,000 pension he earned as a legislator. Coordinating Council.

We applaud Quinn for this move, and we agree that Even so, the challenges Miller confronts are ryearl
Granberg does not deserve the $40,000 boost in hissurmountable. The IDNR was so dismantled under
pension based on serving two weeks in the posBlagojevich, and Miller comes inat a time v_vhere_ tate is so
especially considering he was appointed by a governéirapped for cash, he will have to do it with miscoSo let's
who already had been impeached and was on the vergeRggin with perception. First, open the closed pamksiediately.
being removed from office. That would send a powerful signal both to the publnd to the

Allowing Granberg to receive the enhanced pensiofPNR staff. Second, the top-heaviness must be disiea
would be a slap in the face to Illinois taxpayers, many ofiUickly. The absurdity of having 16 division heaatsd several
whom are struggling to make ends meet in thi eputy and 'aSS|stant directors is beyond belief. _
challenging economy. hird, | don't want to hear a crack,. a funny hgdia)ut Chicago
Instead, it was Quinn who gave Blagojevich a slap in th&"9 the outdoors from any IDNR director again.

. 4 ) .~ Here's a political reality: It's the money fromrieastern
face by reversing the disgraced governor's cynlca“Ii

. , nois that primarily funds the IDNR services. Wwould be
appointment. Let's hope Granberg has the sense and gr ssuring once in a while to have the IDNR direcot as

to accept Quinn's decision and settle for the $73’Ooﬁﬁough that is appreciated -- to show that yelleweh
pension he earned as a lawmaker. And if Granberg pul§gyjations matter as much as duck seasons, tieatlake
up a fight on this issue, let's hope the next face slappedygichigan Program deserves to be fully staffed, taene as
his. ittt lllinois Beach State Park. Now that would be pssfenal.  ##
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The Year to Come!
Duane Hahnenkamp 2/9/09

The 2008 duck season is history now and | stillemeatvheard of any other duck areas that did as ageturs
did. In January, duck hunting in the southern zoener did get good except for a few days whenehgerature
was dropping hard. But these days were far andridyetween. As far as the goose season goes, ltheveather
pushed the most geese | have ever seen in ouofpdne state. Madison County looked like the gotatidays in
Union County during its hay days. | talked to adbhunters who were killing geese daily from Gtar€ity to the
Gillespie area. Anyone having a blind on a farmgaround Bethalto had a good reason to brag.

While sitting here writing this article, the TV nevanchor just announced that Governor Blagojeviak w
voted out of office and that Lt. Governor Pat Quimas sworn in as our new governor. It took six gefar
Blagojevich t bring this state to its knees and dapugh people to realize that he had to go. | Hepeernor
Quinn does a thorough job of house cleaning toRjagojevich’'s cronies out who helped destroy owtest
Everyone hopes that Governor Quinn can get oue siatind running with some normalcy before too long

| was once told by a downstate politician that fernGovernor Blagojevich saw the IDNR as just a
worthless luxury for the downstate people -- thisyf a man who claimed to be a ‘green’ person anadl bdlieved
in saving the environment. After hearing recordinffim talking about people and employees, youinzgine
what he said about the IDNR and its people. Withdtate as bad as it is right now, it will taketdf hard work
on the new governor’s part to turn things aroundyway, | know Scotty and MWHI will do everythingej can
do to help the new governor put the IDNR back srféet again. We will have to wait and see whethisr will
have any positive effects on our hunting areasytés.

Hopefully, what the rest of 2009 will bring us istter news for our State of Illinois and the IDN&hd
hopefully, the entire country will start to seetbettimes ahead. One good thing | have noticed?@f9 is the
heavy snow up north in the Dakotas this winterd_bbpe not too much CRP has been lost yet satltleat first
big snows in North Dakota in years (5 feet) wilingr us better results next fall. | don’t know abgau, but | saw
very few young mallards last fall compared to th& lgood years we have had. Many other huntetkddao said
that they noticed the same thing and blamed tleetore for their tougher hunting conditions last eaa8etween
you and me, if these snows don't greatly improwedhck hatch next fall, | look to have our seasorishack in
2009.

So, for my part, | am praying for more snow alohg Canadian border and a better economical world
around us in the year to come.

MWHI 9" ANNUAL
WETLAND CONSERVATION BANQUET

April 4, 2009
At the K.C. Hall, Godfrey, IL

For more information and reservations contact
John Gineris at (618) 786-2596

If anyone is interested in being on the banquet comittee or has donations for the
banquet, also contact John Gineris.

For Sale:Columbia Timberwolf pattern Jacke®ize XL - 100% nylon Perfecta Ripstop™, Insulated witb@of
Microtemp™ insulation, Knit cuffs and collar, Dragrd hem Color-coded neck labels and hangtags identifydioating
zip-together shells and liners. A great lightwejgtand-alone hunting jacket in cool weathemvear it layered with the
Widgeon Parka shell or Omni Quad Parka. Insidpezigd pocket. Will fit (zip in) as a liner for Wjdon Parka shell or
Omni Quad Parka. Timberwolf camoflage patterntaRefor $115. | will take $40 from the first ¢ who wants it. It is
brand new and has never been worn. If you neee@ inéw, call after 4 pm 618-259-0871







Take action on your late FOID
ISRA News Release, 2/9/09

The ISRA issued a press release on January
23rd, 2009, concerning the failure of the
lllinois State Police to issue the FOID or
provide an explanation for denial within 30
days of receipt of the application, as provided
for by lllinois law.

The ISRA is working on the problem, but that
doesn't immediately help those awaiting a
new FOID or a FOID renewal. If you are
waiting for your FOID and you sent in your

application 30 days ago or more, please follow

these steps:

1. Call the ISP Police Firearms Services Bureau at
217-782-7980 and make an inquiry into the status
of your card. Disregard any recorded message that
tells you not to bother unless you've been waiting
more than 56 days. It's your rights that have been
put on hold, it's your freedom that is put in
jeopardy, it's your prerogative to call and ask for

action.

2. Call your lllinois Representative and lllinois
Senator at their Springfield offices and inform

them of your difficulty getting your new or
renewed FOID. It is very likely that your call will

be answered by a secretary. Always be polite to
portal to the
legislators. Provide details on your situation: whe

you sent in your application, date your check
cleared, etc. Ask for the legislator to make an
inquiry on your behalf. It's important for the

legislators to know that the FOID delays are

the secretaries, they're your

impacting citizens in their districts.

3. Do you need to find out who your state
legislators are? You can find out by checking the

website of the lllinois State Board of Electioms
the page for District/Official Searclif you know

IMPORTANT CONTACTS

NRA Update on Gun Bills1-800-392-8683

Federal Senate Offic&-202-224-3121

Federal House Office4-202-225-3121

lllinois State Rifle Associatiod-815-635-3198 _ www.isra.org
lllinois Senate Informationl-217-782-4517

lllinois House Information1-217-782-8223

Sen. Deana Demuzie- 49" District
Tel: 217-854-4441 Fax: 217-854-5311

Sen. Frank Watson— 5T District
Tel: 618-664-9108 E-maifrank_watson51@sbcglobal.net

Sen. John O. Jones- 54" District
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net

Sen. William R. Haine— 56" District
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.u

Sen. James F. Clayborne 57" District
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us

Sen. David Luechtfeld— 58" District
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com

Rep. Jim Watson— 97" District
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com

Rep. Gary Hannig— 98" District
Tel: 217-839-2859 E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.statesil.

Rep. Ron Stephens- 102" District
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net

Rep. Kurt Granberg — 107" District
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.statesil.

Rep. Jay Hoffman— 112 District
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net

Rep. Thomas Holbrook— 113" District
Tel: 618-394-2211 tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us

Rep. Wyvetter Younge— 114" District
Tel: 618-875-1691

Rep. Mike Bost— 115" District
Tel: 618-457-5787 mikebost@midwestmail.com

Rep. Dan Reitz— 116" District
Tel: 618-443-5757 Enail: dreitz@egyptian.net

Costello - jfc.ill2@mail.house.gov

Durbin - dick@durbin.senate.gov

who your legislators are but need their phone Barack Obama — http://obama.senate.gov

numbers, you can look them up on the ISRA
website. There is a page for the representatives

and another for the senators

Shimkus - http://www.house.gov/shimkus




MISSISSIPPI
2008 WATERFOWL

RIVER AREA

SEASON REPORT

Submitted by IDNR Kim Postlewait 2/13/2009

2008 SEASON INFORMATION
The 2008 central zone waterfowl season was
60 days in length. Opening day was Saturday, Octobe
25 and ended on Tuesday, December 23, 2008.
Shooting hours were one half hour before sunrise to
sunset statewide. There was a special two day hyout
hunt on Saturday and Sunday, October 18th and 19th.
Bag limit for the 2008 season was a six bird
daily limit including all species. In lllinois thdaily
limit allowed only one black duck and one pintail.
There was a daily limit of two redheads, three wood
ducks, no canvasbacks and a split season on scaup,
allowing one bird bag for the first 20 days, a thicd
bag for the second 20 days and a one bird forase |
20 days . The daily limit for all mergansers wasialy
2 of which may be a hooded mergansers. The Mallard
limit was four, no more than 2 hen mallards.

2008 WEATHER CONDITIONS

During 2008, the lllinois and Mississippi
Rivers experienced near constant flooding. By
February local recording stations Hardin and Mosier
were above flood level. Batchtown had been in avdra
down. By April all of the stations were at floochge.
May levels all stations were running 3-5 feet dleod
level. June saw the peaks of the flood levels riegch
ten foot over flood at Hardin, eleven feet over at
Grafton, and 10 foot over at Batchtown tail water.
July the water started receding and was fallingwel
flood by the 21 only to go back over flood by the 28
In August the river receded but stayed near baitk fu
The decision was made to hold water as the time was
too late to produce any duck food. In September the
flooding returned once more reaching three to fie
above flood in the middle of the month. | guess we
could count or blessings in that flooding left usne
through most of duck season and not returning tsgo
season on the lllinois River.

Precipitation levels were breaking records all
summer but have gone drier in winter. Perhaps vile wi
return to a more normal rainfall pattern in the aggn
year.

POPULATION STATUS

In the Waterfowl Breeding Population and
Habitat Survey traditional survey area, the totatkd
population estimate was 37.3 million birds. Thisswa
9% less than last year's estimate of 41.2 milllurds
and 11% above the 1955-2007 long-term average.
Mallard abundance was 7.7 million birds, which was

8

7% below last year's estimate of 8.3 million biedsl
10.2% above the long-term average. Blue-winged teal
abundance was 6.6 million birds, the fourth highest
since 1955, and statically similar to last yeassmate

of 6.7 million birds, and 45% above the long-term
average. Estimated abundances of gadwall, 2.7omijlli
and Northern shovelers, 3.5 million, were lowerntha
those of last year, down 20% and down 24%,
respectively and 56% above their long-term avesage
Estimated abundance of American widgeon, 2.5
million, was 11% less than last year but similatie
long-term average. Estimated abundances of green-
winged teal 3.0 million, redheads 1.1 million, and
canvasbacks .5 million were similar to last yeaist
were each 50% above their long-term averages.
Estimates for Northern pintails, 2.6 million andasp,

3.7 million, 21% and 11% lower than 2007, and
remained below the long term averages, down 36% and
down 27%, respectively.

Overall habitat conditions for breeding
waterfowl in 2008 were down relative to 2007. The
total pond estimate was 4.4 million ponds, 37 % les
than last year's estimate of 7 million ponds anéoll
lower than the long-term average of 4.9 million gen

The projected mallard fall flight index was 9.2
million, 19% less than the 2007 estimate of 11.4
million birds.

MRA HABITAT CONDITIONS

The overall habitat conditions were poor for
the entire area. There were some areas where the
conditions were fair at best. The habitat condgion
were marginal. Submersed aquatics survived the
flooding in some locations. The planted grain crops
were less successful. June flooding prevented the
normal cropping plans and the small grains thatewer
planted were largely inundated again in September.
The following is an area by area description of
conditions.

Michael Bottoms: Remained flooded all summer
Hurricane Island: Remained flooded all summer
Diamond Island: Remained flooded all summer
Godar Refuge: Early efforts to gravity drain were
ended when it became evident that we would not be
able to get the water low enough for even smalingra
plantings and then flooded again in September. Jap
millet and buckwheat were planted in the riverdiat
pump site 2. Field conditions and the resultanipcro
were poor.

Helmbold Slough Remained flooded all summer



Glades Remained flooded all summer

Fuller Lake: Once again attempts were made to drain
water during the winter and very early Spring floag
prevented any substantial habitat work some acgatic
survived, especially in Fuller Lake. The habitat
conditions ranked fair at best.

Stump Lake Complex

- Crull impoundment was planted with Japanese
millet, the resulting crop was growing but reeftted

The fact sheet for the Rip Rap Landing HREP
was updated and sent to Army Corps of Engineers
Division office for review. Division approved thadt
sheet with minor changes. The planning and
development of the Definitive Project Report (DRR)
underway..

The WRP project for the Rust Land acquisition
management plan was prepared and submitted to
NRCS for approval. NRCS will provide $ 90,000.00 to

before good seed heads were made but the emergent pay for reforestation and grassland plantings. The

vegetation provided a food source for the waterfowl
Overall conditions ranked poor to fair.

- Dan Hudgins remained to wet to plant.

- Upper and lower stump lakes were flooded most of
the summer but some aquatics survived under ths lot
and buck brush but the later flood seemed to wige o
most of the rest.

- Flat and fowler lakes remained to high to do any
habitat work.

Calhoun Point Most of the effort at was trying to get
the water low enough for blind construction as the
flooding remained high all summer. The goose pit
fields remained to wet to plant

Rip Rap Landing: In 2007 there were several beds of
curly leaf pond weed, small beds of southern naiad,
brittle naiad, very little sago pond weed and salver
beds of coon tail. Whether they survived the corista
flooding in 2008 is not known. The entire area
remained flooded late into the summer and the only
alternative was to hold water.

Reds Landing The walk in area stayed wet late into
the summer so the water was held.

Batchtown: The Titus Hollow dredge spoil area was
planted with millet and buckwheat.. There was some
crop damage from flooding but that patch of feed wa
about all there was on the east side of the Migpgiss
River.

Pool levels were very volatile this year an attenapt
sow millet was mostly flooded out when low river
conditions upstream forced the COE to bring baai po
before the millet could grow.

STATUS OF PROJECTS

Due to new contracting regulations for the
Army Corps of Engineers, the different phases megui
being divided into task orders. The Phase IlIA task
order included constructing the earthen berm from
Smith Hollow and the coffer dam at the water cdntro
Obermyer gate. Most of the project has been
constructed. The gate is installed and they werango
cement for the bridge deck on FeB. Still remaining
are removal of the coffer dams, some sheet pile and
backfilling around the structure and always aditthe
tuning. Funding was secured and task order Ill B
contract had been approved.

lllinois State Duck Stamp Fund is providing
$50,000.00 to fund changes to the water control
system. There are also features in the Rip Rapihgnd
HREP which will improve the habitat on this project

The lllinois State Duck Stamp Fund has
provided $13,500.00 to complete three small wetland
projects. The materials were purchased but flooding
prevented completions of these projects. Projeet on
will expand the managed water acreage at the Titus
Hollow waterfowl rest area at Batchtown. Projecbtw
will provide the materials to develop water contgl
connecting the dredge spoil areas at Calhoun Point.
These impoundments will serve at waterfowl rest
areas. Project three will provide the materialgnstall
a gated structure in the main drainage ditch ateFul
lake agricultural field. This structure will capéurun
off and create seasonal sheet water in the agrrellt
field.

At Calhoun Point two of the three dredge spoil
impoundments were leveled and levees reshaped for
operation as a moist soil unit. The pump site att FI
Lake was rebuilt and raised improving function. Two
new cmps for Fowler Lake and one new gate were
purchased; however, we did not have time to gehthe
installed. Gates and culverts have been purchased t
repair the watercontrol structure at the Glades.

2008 MRS Harvest Results will be
printed in March 2009 Sentry issue!

911 Call

An elderly Floridian called 911 on her cell phon
to report that her car has been broken into. She is
hysterical as she explains her situation to the
dispatcher: 'They've stolen the stereo, the stgerin
wheel, the brake pedal and even the acceleratqr!
she cried.
The dispatcher said, 'Stay calm. Anceffi
is on the way.'
A few minutes later, the officer radios in
'Disregard.’ He says. 'She got in the back-seat by
mistake.'
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Acting FWS Director Announces New Leadership for Re

fuges, Wildlife and

Sport Fish Restoration Programs

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recently
announced two new appointments to its senior
leadership team. Hannibal Bolton and Greg Siekaniec
have been named as the new Assistant Directors for
Wildlife and Sport Fish restoration and the Nationa
Wildlife Refuge System, respectively. The positions
are part of the government's Senior Executive Servi
and have been approved by the Interior Department's
Executive Review Board.

"It is my distinct pleasure to announce the
appointment of two new members of the leadership
team," said Rowan Gould, acting Director of the .U.S
Fish and Wildlife Service. "Both individuals are
committed conservationists who will continue to mak
a difference for fish and wildlife. Please join rire
congratulating Hannibal and Greg on their new
appointments.”

Bolton is a 30-year veteran of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. He previously served as thietc
of the Division of Fish & Wildlife Management and
Habitat Restoration in the Service's headquartiiceo
in Arlington, Virginia. Prior to that he served $everal
technical fisheries positions as staff biologisistant
project leader, project leader, and regional figser
associate manager in Indiana, Wisconsin, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio and lowa. He also serasd
the Deputy Assistant Regional Director for the
Fisheries Program in the Midwest Region, where he
was responsible for policy development and
implementation involving fish management

conservation activities, as well as tribal and hatg
issues, within the eight-state region. His scope of
management encompassed seventeen field stations.

In his new position, Bolton will oversee the
Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program, which
administers federal grant programs that provide
hundreds of millions of dollars in excise taxes and
other funding to help states, insular areas and the
District of Columbia conserve, protect, and enhance
fish, wildlife and their habitats, as well as thenting,
sport fishing and recreational boating opportusitie
they provide.

Siekaniec, a 24-year veteran of the National
Wildlife Refuge System, served most recently as the
refuge manager of Alaska Maritime National Wildlife
Refuge -- a refuge encompassing more than 2,500
islands and nearly five million acres. Siekanietst
his career at J. Clark Salyer National Wildlife &g
in North Dakota as a refuge clerk and moved up into
management positions in Montana, North Dakota and
Wyoming before coming to Alaska. He served as
deputy chief of the Refuge System before taking ove
leadership at Alaska Maritime Refuge in 2001.
Siekaniec will lead the National Wildlife Refuge
System, the world's premiere system of public lands
and waters set aside to conserve America's fish,
wildlife and plants. Since President Theodore
Roosevelt designated Florida's Pelican Island as th
first wildlife refuge in 1903, the System has groten
more than 96 million acres, 548 refuges and 37
wetland management districts. ###

science from the public.”

Leading Conservation Groups Respond to Attacks on laska Governor

(Columbus) — A consortium of conservation organixet today sent a letter of support of Alaska’sfwol
management program to Alaska Governor Sarah Palin.

The letter, spearheaded by the U.S. Sportsrdiesice and signed by 8 other organizations regmésg nearly 3
million conservationists nationwide, came in regmto unwarranted attacks on the Alaska wolf mamagt
program by the animal preservation group DefendeWildlife (DoW).

The attack includes a television ad featurirntgess Ashley Judd. The ad is as part of an aggeessedia
campaign to cast public disfavor on Alaska’s sdfmafly valid and sound method of predator managetn

The conservation groups’ letter clarifies the Alaska program avoids game population decimaéispecially
for moose and caribou “through a rigorously comgial scientifically based system.”

The letter also highlights “the critical impantae of science in wildlife management” and states tthe future of
effective wildlife management necessitates thatt@mal pleas not substitute for reasoned analysis.”

According to USSA Senior Vice President Rickrtdlt is imperative that people understand hovpartant
science is to maintaining healthy populations déllife species. In the absence of this program,amby would
wildlife be destroyed, eventually, disease and lkeamgpuld kill far more wolves.”

Story concluded, “It is simply wrong for an erorimental group to use Hollywood glitz and glamauhide
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MRA Site Superintendent Neil Booth Retires
Greg Franke

My first encounter with Neil Booth came with
an Area Projects meeting at the old IDNR Building o
the Corner of Piasa and Broadway in Alton back in
1989.

I remember thinking: ‘Wow, this guy is huge.
This guy is huge and has a big red beard like some
hippie.’

After we got into the meeting, about half-way
through, I thought: ‘Wow, this guy is huge, he lgas a
beard as big as a throw rug and he is more asuaté,
spoken and down-to-earth than any IDNR person €hav
ever dealt with.’

My friends, this set the tone for the next 21
years. During these years, MWHI has had the pleasiur
working with an individual unique in the politicgll
charged arena of state government in lllinois. Veha
come to know through my experience as a volunter f
wildlife and wetland conservation and the cultural
heritage sport of hunting those government worlers
management level positions come in two categories:

-those who keep their mouths shut, refuse to
accept risk, take a pay check, and do their bestide
through to retirement

- and those who challenge their staff to be the
best they can be while leading by example, whonate
afraid to say ‘why not,” who are creative and thmk of
the box, who are not afraid to solicit help fromoeher
it takes to achieve their goals, who never oncesdoo
sight of the fact that a public servant works fouyand
me.

My friends, we all know in what category Neil
falls.

For a brief 21-year refresher course, | looked
through our MWHI scrapbook. It amounts to one
celebration after another. We don’t have time ti ta

about each and every one, but suffice it to satyalhahe
triumphs that went into a total 21-year facelift thie
24,000 acre MRA are immense. And, that my friefigls,
what Neil accomplished.

It would be remiss not to mention the single
defining factor that few folks with careers spamngto
4 decades of public office can tout. That rare coiddity
amounts to one word -- integrity.

| think it is obvious, when political appointees in
Washington can’t remember something as basic angayi
their taxes, when we have just lost a Governor to
political scandal, when ex-IDNR personnel in Regib
have been disgraced in one way or another to tivg po
of loosing their jobs, that integrity has become an
endangered species.

I have sat with Neil in the duck blind when we
had our sprigs and nothing else was flying butgspri
and when the limit on his favorite waterfowl speacie
the mallard hen — was one (1) and we had an early
brown-out, and plenty other occasions when the
temptation was great. Neil never wavered. Not once.

It mattered not whether he was in Springfield
discussing or planning project work or rule changéh
MWHI for the MRA or the only hunting party in the
bottom when the teal flight was on, Neil’s integritas
always been sterling.

So, in ending, | can only say that not many
people throughout a lifetime leave as lasting of an
impression as Neil has. | feel for Neil's replacete
because now all those detractors and arm chair site
managers will be screaming, ‘that ain't how Nei d’
| can hear it now.

| began by rehashing my first encounter with
Neil, but | never quite finished the story. Thatsffi
evening, after the meeting was over, we treated tdei
adult beverages at a local watering hole. Danny's
Lounge was the place. Back in those days, Danng's w
known not only for serving liquor but also some
barmaids who on occasion flashed more than just a
smile. Of course, Neil didn’t know this. | had afenore
drinks than was really called for, so my recollectof
the evening in Danny’s Lounge is somewhat blurred.
What | do remember and what has become an absolute
lasting impression was waking up the next mornitip w
the unmistakable snapshot in my brain of two chubby
yellow lab puppies with raspberry colored nosesdybn
a big red carpet side by side.

Thank you, Neil, for that and all the rest of the
lasting impressions.

HitH
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