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618-465-5686 
 

Membership Secretary 
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Duane Hahnenkamp 
Wood Duck Nest Box Chairman 
Refuge Chairman 
618-786-2053 
 

Greg Franke 
COE Chairman 
618-396-2509 
 
 

Dave Geisler 
618-576-9845 
 

Justin Wolfe 
Carlyle Lake Area Projects Chairman 
Catfish Tournament Chairman 
618-377-0397 
 
Josh Schnider  
618-466-8534 
 
Craig Sondker 
618-593-9421 
 
 
John Popov 
Legislation Chairman 
618-344-8636 
 
Kevin Brooks 
618-535-1724 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Monday, May 4, 2009 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 
Saturday, May 9, 200 

2nd RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT TRAIL 
at Alton, IL Marina 6:00 am – 3:00pm 

Please call 618-465-6676 for more information. 

Monday, June 1, 2009 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 

Wednesday, June 17, 2009 

MWHI GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
at Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 

in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 pm 
 

�

 
 

The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 

 
Free Fishing Days 
   
Mark your calendar for the 2009 Illinois Free Fishing Days, 
scheduled for June 5-8.  Free Fishing Days allows anyone to 
fish without a fishing license, inland trout stamp, or salmon 
stamp during the four-day event each June.  Groups 
planning Free Fishing Days events can contact Terry Beard 
at 217/785-5822 or e-mail terry.beard2@Illinois.gov. 
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North Dakota Floods  

Duane Hahnenkamp 
 

If you were watching the news last month, you probably saw that the North Dakota was still experiencing 
blizzards and record flooding. If these flooding conditions in the Dakotas are anything like the flooding in 1997, then 
the duck populations should get one big jump. It also should mean good hunting around here for at least a couple of 
more years.  

In 1997 I saw water covering grass fields, farms, back yards, buildings, roads and even an interstate highway. 
The amazing thing was that I was there in October and the big flood occurred 6 months earlier. Devils Lake had moved 
inland 20 miles in 1997 because of melting snow. It is hard to realize that the ground in the pothole region is so flat 
and that there are no creeks or ditches for the water to run into. It should take several years for the sun to dry up the 
water in some of the fields and some of the crop lands will become cattail lakes again. 

If the conditions are the same as in 1997, then the hunting up there could be unbelievable. This perfect storm of 
melting snow will have turned the prairie, which is normally semi-arid grassland, into something that looks more like 
the lake areas on the arctic tundra. However, one big factor that may make a difference between now and then is how 
much CRP lands have been plowed under in the last couple of years. 

If you have ever dreamed about going on a northern prairie waterfowl hunting trip and you got enough money 
saved, then this may be the year to make plans and go. Trust me when I say that you may never again see so many 
ducks in your life.  

These blizzard conditions should have spilled over into the southern Canadian provinces and improve the hatch 
there also. The only downside to this is that it looks like the young hunters I talked about getting a free ride in last 
month’s Sentry issue will probably luck out again this year. Do a little research and plan your trip early. You could end 
up having a great hunt and memories that will last you for the rest of your life. 

Also, to any of you who want to make a hunting trip to Canada, you may want to do it soon. About five years 
ago Canada passed a law that Canadian gun owners had to register all of their guns. Now Canada is pushing a special 
tax on all guns, which would force gun owners to either pay or to give up their guns. If they are not going to allow 
their people to own guns, then don’t expect to take your guns up there to go on a duck hunt. On our own home front, 
we better watch out and hope that our own government doesn’t copy some of these laws and ideas.   ### 

 
 
 
 

Support your Club! 
 

Sign up a new member today! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
Report from COE 

Craig Sondker 
 

Brian Markert, Program Manager for the U. S. Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District, gave the following update for 
our areas: 
 

·  No report on the stimulus money this office applied for. One request in this package was for additional funds 
to help accelerate the Batchtown EMP project. This should have no effect on negotiations for the closure 
structure, but rather help with smaller constructions after this portion is complete. 

 
·  There was a kickoff meeting with all agencies involved for the Rip Rap project and plans were sent to 

Headquarters. This project could be as many as 7 years away before construction begins.  The Ted Shanks 
project is 2 to 3 years in planning ahead of the Rip Rap project. 

 
·  At Swan Lake, work is being planned, such as a design to close off the pump station in order to stop siltation 

at the pump and to provide access to this pump basin for clean out. This would also provide for trash pumps 
to aid in the total drawdown so that the larger pumps will not be damaged. 

 
·  A project is also slated for West Port and Bolter Island to remove silt plugs and restore internal water ways. 

This is billed as a fisheries project but has a large impact on waterfowl. 
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On Wednesday, March 11, 2009. I had the privilege 
along with 5000+ other men and women gun owners in 
Illinois to participate in the Illinois Gun Owners Lobby 
Day (IGOLD) sponsored by the Illinois State Rifle 
Association (ISRA). Over the years, the ISRA has 
made this a very effective tool for the gun owners of 
Illinois and all of the people in this state who support 
the Second Amendment. We had a number of guest 
speakers, including one of my favorites, Richard 
Pearson. 
 The schedule called for the 5000+ people to 
march from the Convention Center to the State Capitol, 
where we all gathered on the lawn. Believe me, this 
was very impressive. 
 We then went into the Capitol Building and the 
House of Representatives Office Building and 
personally lobbied our senators and representatives for 
our Second Amendment rights. 
 We should all belong to the ISRA. I saw a lot 
of all friends and we all said the same thing: ‘There is 
too much gray hair and not enough young people here.’ 
 I hope the gun owners of Illinois, hunters, 
target shooters and collectors stand together as one 
voice. Just because you can hunt and shoot this year 
doesn’t mean you can do so next year. 
 I almost forgot the ISRA women. I think their 
input was as effective as the men’s, if not more. 
  
Here are some gun bills you need to follow and keep 
calling on in Illinois: 
·  HB 12 and HB 199 – one gun a month. 

·  HB 48 – Forces you to use a gun dealer to sell your 
firearm privately. 

·  HB 165 – A so-called assault weapon ban. 
·  HB 179 – Special storage laws and liability in your 

own home if under 18 years old. 
·  HB 687 – Civil liability that requires you to have a 

$1 million policy if you own firearms. 
 
One among many bills on the federal level that you 
should call on is: 
·  HR 45 – This is a federal hand gun license for all 

U. S. hand gun owners, including any semi-
automatic firearm that can accept any 
detachable ammunition feeding device but 
does not include antiques. 

 
I ask all of you, especially you younger 

hunters, to read you Sentry, ISRA, NRA and IFOR 
publications so that you can act on them. It just takes a 
phone call to your representative or senator.  

 
Remember, your politicians are not afraid of 

Bill O’Reilly, Rush Limbaugh, Glen Beck, Michael 
Savage or any other TV or radio personality. They are 
afraid of you, WE THE PEOPLE! 

We have the power not your government. Your 
voice can be heard and all we have to do is use it. 
Don’t let a little inner voice tell you that you can’t 
make a difference. You can! If everyone who fought 
for our country all the way back to the Revolutionary 
War had the ‘I don’t count’ attitude, we wouldn’t be 
here. 

If it is to be, it’s up to you and me! 
 
 

LEGISLATION UPDATE 
John Popov 

HR 45 Blair Holt Firearm Licensing & Record of Sales Act of 2009 
 

Very important for you to be aware of a new bill HR 45 introduced into the House.  This is the Blair Holt Firearm 
Licensing & Record of Sale Act of 2009.  Even gun shop owners didn't know about this because it is flying under the 
radar.  To find out about this - go to any government website and type in HR 45 or Google HR 45 Blair Holt Firearm 
Licensing & Record of Sales Act of 2009. You will get all the information. 
 

Basically this would make it illegal to own a firearm - any rifle with a clip or ANY pistol unless: 
·  It is registered. 
·  You are fingerprinted. 
·  You supply a current Driver's License. 
·  You supply your Social Security #. 
·  You will submit to a physical & mental evaluation at any time of their choosing. 
·  Each update - change or ownership through private or public sale must be reported and costs $25. 
·   Failure to do so you automatically lose the right to own a firearm and are subject up to a year in jail. 

 There is a child provision clause on page 16 section 305 stating a child-access provision. Gun must be locked and 
inaccessible to any child under 18.  The Government would have the right to come and inspect that you are storing 
your gun safely away from accessibility to children and fine is punishable for up to 5 yrs. in prison. 

 If you think this is a joke - go to the website and take your pick of many options to read this: 
http://www.opencongress.org/bill/111-h45/show 
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Letter to the Editor 

   Folks, I am not one to say which animal you should 
ride to the big dance when it comes to politics. 
Personally, I try to look outside party lines and vote for 
the individual. 
   Even though most of us duck and goose hunters are 
not too caught up in politics, stop and think truthfully 
how many days you have spent in the duck blind or a 
pit when that subject hasn’t come up. 
   With everything going on in our country today, what 
do we really have to look forward to? Yes, the future 
might seem a bit brighter in the outdoor world today 
than it did 6 months ago because of our new Governor 
in Illinois who reinstated moneys back to the IDNR 
and the big brothers in D. C. who throw stimulus 
money around like winos in an alley shooting dice, but 
after the dust settles who will pay the bill? 
   In the past year we heard a lot about change. So far, 
the only change I have seen is the number of zeroes 
behind our national debt. (Maybe they should put a big 
neon sign on the White House with changeable 
numbers: $7 trillion in debt and still sinking.) 
   Our last president borrowed billions from China and 
got us front row seats to the Olympics.  
   So far, for $7 trillion all we have gotten are bonuses 
for the rich and a lot more talk. 
   Our stimulus package for infrastructure was to help 
create jobs and what did our democratic President say 
first off: ‘He didn’t want the jobs to be for middle class 
white union construction workers.’ 
   First of all, who helped elect him? Second, union 
construction workers equal a whole lot of duck and 
goose hunters. 
   Then he told millions of illegal aliens in this country 
that they should be proud and that we will try to help 
them make a better life for themselves. Excuse me, but 
wasn’t it once said that charity begins at home. Our 
school system is strapped, our health care costs are out 
of control, we have people by the millions out of work 
and social security can’t help those who work and pay 
the freight, but we can find it acceptable for border 
jumpers to receive these benefits. 

   How does all this tie in to waterfowling? 
   Well, when all the money is spent and gone, and the 
money machine in D. C. runs out of ink, what do you 
think will happen? 
   First of all, they will cut all money to non-essential 
agencies (nameable the fish and wildlife services, 
parks departments and so). The tax cuts they talk about 
now will go away and tax increases will be 
implemented.  
   It’s no secret this group in D. C. does not like guns, 
but due to last year’s Supreme Court ruling on the 
Second Amendment, they can’t take them away – for 
now. However, they can tax you to own them, tax you 
to use them while hunting or at a range and most 
certainly tax you to buy ammunition for them.  
   I don’t know about you, but with standard 3” steal 
shot shells closing in on $150.00 a case with an 
additional 65 – 80% tax added like they are talking 
about doing in D. C., my waterfowling days are 
limited.  
   I strongly believe that all conservation programs will 
someday take a fall to help resolve this economic mess, 
and hunting as we know it today will change. 
   For now, things look okay for us as sportsmen and all 
who enjoy the outdoors. As we try to pass on our 
passion and love for the outdoors to our kids, we can 
only hope for a fix to these problems that actually 
works. 
  This is what makes MWHI so very important. 
   Knowing that someone is watching out for your 
outdoor future is worth more than $20 a year – it’s 
priceless. 
   I encourage every member to sign up at least one 
new member to help save the things you love to do 
outdoors. 
  Remember, in our real world nothing is free, but what 
you get from MWHI for $20 is mighty cheap. 
 
Craig Sondker 

IDNR News Bits, April 2009 
 

Youth Turkey Hunt :  The 2009 Illinois Spring Youth Wild Turkey Season closed with a preliminary harvest total 
of 617, down slightly from 638 in 2008.  The number of birds taken during the youth hunt this spring was an 
increase over the harvests seen in 2006 (525) and 2007 (579).  The South Zone harvest this spring was 254 
compared with 244 last year.  The North Zone harvest declined somewhat from 394 last year to 363 this season.  The 
top five counties for youth turkey harvest in the South Zone this spring were:  Jefferson (21), Wayne (21), 
Williamson (19), Randolph (17), and Johnson (12).  The top five counties for youth turkey harvest this year in the 
North Zone were:  Calhoun (23), Fulton (21), Cass (19), Pike (19), and Adams (17).  The 2009 Spring Youth Wild 
Turkey Hunt was conducted on Mar. 28-29 in the South Zone and April 4-5 in the North Zone. 
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ALERT – PAT 

YOURSELVES ON THE 
BACK 

 
CENTERPIECE OF DALEY GUN 

CONTROL PACKAGE GOES DOWN IN 
FLAMES 

  
   Illinois gun control advocates have been fond of 
saying that, if they only pass one bill during the 
2009 legislative session, they want it to be a ban 
on private firearm transfers. 
   Well, the gun-grabbers' hopes of passing such a 
bill were dashed late yesterday when the heavily 
Democratic Illinois House shot down HB 48 by a 

60-55 margin. 
   If passed, HB48 would have required that private 
handgun transfers would have to go through an FFL. 
Proponents of the legislation claimed that such a 
requirement would deter criminal gun runners from 
selling guns to gangs. 
   The thinking person knows that criminals, by 
definition, do not obey laws. The thinking person 
knows that bills like HB48 serve only to harass law 
abiding citizens by forcing them to jump through all 
sorts of hoops in order to exercise the constitutionally 
protected right to own firearms. Thankfully there are 
60 thinking people in the Illinois House. 
 
HERE IS WHAT YOU NEED TO DO: 
 
Take a look at the roll call vote for HB48.  
(www.ilga.gov/legislation/votehistory/96/house/09600
HB0048_03252009_035000T.pdf)  
 
   If your representative has a “N” next to his/her name, 
call them up and thank them for voting against this 
horrible bill. 
   If your representative has a “Y” next to his/her name, 
call them up and politely tell them that you are 
disappointed in their vote and that you will keep their 
vote in mind next election day. 
   To find your representative's phone number, go to: 
www.ilga.gov/house and click on your representative's 
name. 
 
REMEMBER – GUN CONTROL IS A DISEASE – 

YOU ARE THE CURE! 
 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 

 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441  Fax: 217-854-5311 
 
Sen. Frank Watson – 51st District 
Tel: 618-664-9108 E-mail: frank_watson51@sbcglobal.net 
 
Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 
Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 
Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 
Sen. David Luechtfeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 
Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 
Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 
Rep. Kurt Granberg – 107th District 
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 

Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Wyvetter Younge – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-1691  
 
Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Costello  -  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 
Durbin  -  dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 
Shimkus  -  http://www.house.gov/shimkus 
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Waterfowl Blind Re-Registration 
Public Management Areas Pools 25 & 26 

Submitted by Kim Postlewait 
 

Dates: May 13   through    May 22, 2009 
Time: 8 A.M. to 4 P.M., Saturday and 

Sunday Included 
 
Location: Mississippi River Fish and Wildlife 
Management Area Headquarters at Rosedale, 11miles 
north of Grafton on Route 100 
 

To register, a current  2009 Illinois hunting license and 
state waterfowl stamp for each person in the blind must 
be presented at the Rosedale office .Mailed materials 
will not be accepted, Blind builders need not be 
present! 
 

One Blind builder substitution, during the three year 
period, will be allowed provided a blind builder 
substitution form is filled out and signed by the 
appropriate individuals and presented when the blind is 
re-registered.  Individuals wishing to drop off of one 
blind to register on another must wait until the 
following registration period (one year) to sign on 
another blind unless they are dropping off to get in the 
blind drawing.    
 

Failure to do so will result in deletion of individual 
registrants or complete loss of blind site.  The 
procedures for allowing blind builder substitutions and 
any other questions should be directed to the Rosedale 
office at 618/376-3303 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER FISH & 
WILDLIFE AREA 

POST REGISTRATION DRAWING  
Submitted by Kim Postlewait 

 

Public drawing for waterfowl blinds at the Mississippi 
River Area H.Q.  will be held on Sunday, June 7, 2009.  
 

This drawing is for blinds that were not taken or were 
not registered during the registration period. 
 

Registration for the drawing will be from 11:00 A.M. 
to 1:00 P.M., with the drawings to be held immediately 
after.  To be eligible to draw, participants must be 16 
years old on the day of the drawing and present a 2008 
or 2009  Illinois hunting license and State Waterfowl 
Stamp (unless exempt by law).  Illinois residents must 
have a valid Firearm Owner identification (FOID) 
card.    Those who are between the ages of 16 and 21 
who do not have an FOID card must be accompanied 
by an adult who meets the FOID requirements. 
 

Persons who draw blinds must register blind builders 
by 4:00 pm Sunday June 7, 2009 at  the Mississippi 
River Area H.Q. located on Rt. 100 at Rosedale. 
 

A 2009 Illinois hunting license and State Waterfowl 
stamp must be presented for each person to be listed as 
a blind builder.  Please refer to forms which will be 
distributed to successful participants on the day of the 
drawing. 
 

Mississippi River Area, Rt 100, Grafton, Il 62037 
618-376-3303 

 
Quinn Budget Proposal Would Hike User Fees  

By Scott Richardson, The Pantagraph, Bloomington, IL, 3/20/09 
Submitted by George Gamilton 

 
Mar. 20--Gov. Pat Quinn's budget proposal outlined on Wednesday includes several possible increases in user fees 
for the Illinois Department of Natural Resources:  
 

-- Fishing licenses, which have not increased in cost for more than 10 years, would rise from $12.50 to $19.50. 
Sportsman combo license would increase from $18 to $25. Hunting licenses would from $7 to $14. Resident deer 
hunting permit fee would rise from $15 to $25. The proposal also calls for an increase in the state migratory 
waterfowl stamp from $10 to $15;  
 

-- A $5 daily or $25 a year parking fee would be imposed at state parks;  
 

-- A boat launch-use fee of $3 would be imposed at Lake Shelbyville, Rend Lake, and Carlyle Lake. An annual pass 
also will be developed. The charges would be inline with what the Army Corps of Engineers' charges at its ramps.  
The same fee would apply at North Point Marina on Lake Michigan;  
 

A $1.09 per license fee would be charged to administer the point of sale license system.  
 

DNR director Marc Miller assured that the money raised from fees would stay in IDNR to hire biologists, 
conservation police and other needed staff.  
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