
 
 

MWHI is sponsoring 4 Youths  
to attend  

IFOR Annual Outdoor Youth Skill Camp 
 

 
 

 

Learn about: 
 

fishing, archery, gun safety, horseback riding, wildlife ecology, field trials, trapping, 
and shooting sports 

 
If you know a youth who would like to attend the IFOR Youth Camp, please contact 

Scott Bryant at 618-535-0151 (cell) for more details by July 12, 2009. 
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Lotus Group Camp at 
Carlyle Lake 

 
July 24, 25, and 26, 2009 

 
Boys and girls 10-16 years old 

(well chaperoned) 
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MWHI OFFICERS 

President 

Scott Bryant 
217-983-2025 (home) 
618-535-0151 (cell) 

Vice-President 

John Gineris 
Banquet Chairman 
618-786-2596 

Treasurer 

Larry Franklin 
618-465-5686 
 

Membership Secretary 

Mike Devening 
618-259-6181 

Correspondence Secretary 

Jeremy Maggart 
618-535-4997 

Recording Secretary 

Jeremy Arnold 
618-779-8313 

 MWHI DIRECTORS 
Bob Jones 
Area Projects Chairman 
IFOR Board Representative 
618-498-4724 
618-578-9547 (cell) 
 

Eric Rhuede 
Golf Tournament Chairman 
618-410-9853 
 

Duane Hahnenkamp 
Wood Duck Nest Box Chairman 
Refuge Chairman 
618-786-2053 
 

Greg Franke 
COE Chairman 
618-396-2509 
 
 

Dave Geisler 
618-576-9845 
 

Justin Wolfe 
Carlyle Lake Area Projects Chairman 
Catfish Tournament Chairman 
618-377-0397 
 
Brian Arnold 
618-786-4868 
 
Craig Sondker 
618-593-8421 
 
John Popov 
Legislation Chairman 
618-344-8636 
 
Kevin Brooks 
618-535-1724 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Monday, June 1, 2009 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

Wednesday, June 17, 2009 

MWHI GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
at Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 

in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 pm 
 

Saturday, June 20, 2009 
3rd RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT TRAIL 

at Alton, IL Marina 6:00 am – 3:00pm 
Please call 618-465-6676 for more information. 

Monday, July 13, 2009 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 
 

�

 

 

Support Your Club! 
Sign Up a New Member Today! 

 
 
The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 

Free Fishing Days 
   
Mark your calendar for the 2009 Illinois Free Fishing Days, scheduled 
for June 5-8.  Free Fishing Days allows anyone to fish without a 
fishing license, inland trout stamp, or salmon stamp during the four-
day event each June.  Groups planning Free Fishing Days events can 
contact Terry Beard at 217/785-5822 or e-mail 
terry.beard2@Illinois.gov. 
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Come on Summer  

Duane Hahnenkamp 
 

Whenever you watch TV, you hear people talking about global warming and how it is going to destroy the earth. 
I don’t know about you, but I think I am ready for global warming. Maybe it’s because I am getting older, but it seems 
like we just went through the longest and coldest winter in a long time. It seemed like spring was never going to get 
here and when it did, it was cold and wet. It’s now the 5th of May and finally the leaves on the trees are starting to fill 
out.  

As far as spring flood go, I noticed that the river finally started to fall today after the third flood of this year. It 
seems like I have been trying to get out to the duck blind since January, but the lake has been either frozen or flooded. 
If this is global warming, then maybe I don’t understand what the phrase ‘global warming’ means. I always thought it 
meant that the earth was supposed to be getting warmer, with very little snow and rain. But the last two years have 
been anything other than warm and dry. Right now, there are hardly any crops planted around here and the rain storms 
are starting to head our way. I would love to have some normal hot dry summer days, just to feel warm again.  

Out on the prairie pothole region, conditions are wet with more rain in the forecast. The duck hatch should be on 
the way in a few weeks and chances are that it will be good news for duck hunters this season. 

Well, maybe the doomsayers are wrong and global warming is just a natural warming period that happens every 
so often. It would be nice if we didn’t have to hear about global warming every time we turn around. Personally, I 
would enjoy a hot dry summer so I could work on my duck blind and just enjoy the summer time. I hope you all get to 
enjoy your summer and don’t let global warming ruin it for you.    ### 

 
 
 
 

Support your Club! 
 

Sign up a new member today! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farewell to Tim Watson 
Craig Sondker 

 
On May 11, 2009, Migratory Waterfowl Hunters Inc. lost a good supporting member.  At the age of 43, Tim 
(Growler) Watson passed away suddenly and much unexpected. 
 

Tim hunted and was known in most all of the Region IV areas at one time or another.  However, his love and heart 
was always at Calhoun Point. 
 

The news of his passing spread through the waterfowling brotherhood faster than a wild fire in California. I received 
over 50 calls to my cell phone that day.  This is an inspirational tribute to how many people knew and liked Tim. 
 

Those of us who knew Tim have been blessed; those of us who hunted with him have been honored.  Tim was 
someone you just expected to see most every day of duck season somewhere.  Those who did not know him 
personally at least knew who he was. 
 

I feel exceptionally honored to have known him as one of my best friends.  For the past 25 plus years, if I wasn’t in 
the blind with him or in the blind next to him, we were talking most every evening, planning our strategy for the next 
day’s hunt.  Tim was the envy of every waterfowl hunter who knew him.  He spent his whole life fishing and 
hunting and then hunted until he had to fish again.  Those of use who have heard the saying, “Duck hunting in 
Grafton is not a matter of life and death, it’s more important than that” knew that was Tim Watson. 
 

Tim never had an enemy and never knew a stranger.  A man of few words with an air of shyness, you often had to 
speak to him first; but, he was your friend after that.  Hunters who never knew Tim and his friends would often think 
we were arch enemies.  Always standing around the check stations, talking harsh as sailors to one another, and at 
times, punching each other as hard as we could just to say “good morning”.  I would feel his punch or on occasion, I 
would get him first.   It was worth it just to watch strangers step back as if they were about to see two grizzly bears 
go at it, only to see us check out the blind, hop in the same boat and hunt all day together. 
 

You, my friend, will sadly be missed.  It will always bring memories to mind and a tear to my eye when that next 
bunch of mallards sets up over Clear Lake and I no longer hear that signature short call of yours.  That always came 
before the words “Better get ‘em!” 
 

Farewell my friend and God speed.  Even though I hunt in the shadow of death I will fear no evil for I will know you 
are with me! 
 

On behalf of MWHI, our thoughts and prayers are with Tim’s family and friends. 
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LEGISLATION UPDATE 
John Popov 

 
If you have been concerned about your Second 

Amendment rights, you have been following gun legislation 
on the state and federal level. Not very encouraging, is it. 

With the anti-gun climate in Illinois, mostly from 
northern Illinois, it is a never ending battle. The end result is 
the sale of ammunition is up substantially. Gun shops and 
other retailers who sell ammo are running out of .38 and 
9mm caliber. This wouldn’t have anything to do with 
President Obama’s being anti-gun, especially handguns, 
would it? You bet. Remember he is a Chicago politician.  

Gun sales were 29.2% higher in March 2009 than 
they were in March 2008. In the first quarter of 2009 they 
were up 27.1% over last year. Also, there was a 42% jump in 
November and a 24% rise in December gun sales in 2008.  

Does this sound like the people trust their 
government? This is just the start. Know what politician is 
not looking out for you! 

Last month in the February Sentry issue I wrote 
about HR45. I call it the fingerprint bill. This bill was 
sponsored by Representative Bobby Rush of Chicago. Mr. 
Rush was a former Black Panther leader. This bill may be 
dead for now, but it can back later when the anti-gun people 
think they have the votes to pull it off.  

If the anti-gun politicians make it through the 2010 
elections, look out! 

The Senate version of the Concealed Carry Law 
was diverted to a hostile committee by anti-gun Senate 
President John Cullerton. This happened on March 11, a few 
hours before the 2009 Illinois Gun Owners Lobby Day 
(IGOLD) started. This is what one (1) man can do. The 
Illinois Sheriffs Association supported this legislation. Two 
sheriffs in the Metro East supporting this legislation were 
Mearl Justus of St. Clair County and Robert Hertz of 
Madison County. This is not over yet. 

The drug gun violence in Mexico is being blamed 
on the United States. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
stated that 90% of the guns used in this violence come from 
the U.S. However, 83% of the guns found at the crime 
scenes in Mexico could not be traced to the U. S. This is a 
ploy to help push a treaty like CIFIA that could allow other 
countries access to gun owner identification of U. S. 
Citizens. YOU! What does this sound like to you? 

If it is to be, it is up to you and me!    
### 

[Reprint of John’s last month’s article. The first part of 
the article inadvertently cut off. ]  
On Wednesday, March 11, 2009, I had the privilege along 
with 5000+ other men and women gun owners in Illinois to 
participate in the Illinois Gun Owners Lobby Day (IGOLD) 
sponsored by the Illinois State Rifle Association (ISRA). 
Over the years, the ISRA has made this a very effective tool 
for the gun owners of Illinois and all of the people in this 
state who support the Second Amendment. We had a 

number of guest speakers, including one of my favorites, 
Richard Pearson. 
 The schedule called for the 5000+ people to march 
from the Convention Center to the State Capitol, where we 
all gathered on the lawn. Believe me, this was very 
impressive. 
 We then went into the Capitol Building and the 
House of Representatives Office Building and personally 
lobbied our senators and representatives for our Second 
Amendment rights. 
 We should all belong to the ISRA. I saw a lot of old 
friends and we all said the same thing: ‘There is too much 
gray hair and not enough young people here.’ 
 I hope the gun owners of Illinois, hunters, target 
shooters and collectors stand together as one voice. Just 
because you can hunt and shoot this year doesn’t mean you 
can do so next year. 
 I almost forgot the ISRA women. I think their input 
was as effective as the men’s, if not more. 
  
Here are some gun bills you need to follow and keep calling 
on in Illinois: 
·  HB 12 and HB 199 – one gun a month. 
·  HB 48 – Forces you to use a gun dealer to sell your 

firearm privately. 
·  HB 165 – A so-called assault weapon ban. 
·  HB 179 – Special storage laws and liability in your own 

home if under 18 years old. 
·  HB 687 – Civil liability that requires you to have a $1 

million policy if you own firearms. 
One among many bills on the federal level that you should 
call on is: 
·  HR 45 – This is a federal hand gun license for all U. S. 

hand gun owners, including any semi-automatic 
firearm that can accept any detachable ammunition 
feeding device but does not include antiques. 

 
I ask all of you, especially you younger hunters, to 

read your Sentry, ISRA, NRA and IFOR publications so that 
you can act on them. It just takes a phone call to your 
representative or senator.  

Remember, your politicians are not afraid of Bill 
O’Reilly, Rush Limbaugh, Glen Beck, Michael Savage or 
any other TV or radio personality. They are afraid of you, 
WE THE PEOPLE! 

We have the power, not your government. Your 
voice can be heard and all we have to do is use it. Don’t let a 
little inner voice tell you that you can’t make a difference. 
You can! If everyone who fought for our country all the way 
back to the Revolutionary War had the ‘I don’t count’ 
attitude, we wouldn’t be here. If it is to be, it is up to you 
and me! 

## 
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Governor Quinn Announces more than $21 million for Parks and Open Space 
 

 

 
 
 Fifty-nine projects will enhance park 
development and reserve open space through 
OSLAD program 

SPRINGFIELD – May 6, 2009.  At the Illinois 
Association of Park Districts Legislative Conference in 
Springfield, Governor Pat Quinn announced $21.2 
million in grants for 59 park development and land 
acquisition projects throughout Illinois.  
            “These kinds of projects help strengthen the 
fabric of local communities throughout Illinois,” said 
Governor Quinn.  “We are investing in parks, 
playgrounds, picnic tables and fishing piers to help get 
our children outdoors and reduce nature deficit 
disorder.” 
 Fifty-nine projects are being funded statewide 
through the 2009 Open Space Lands Acquisition and 
Development (OSLAD) program facilitated through 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR).  Of 
those, 10 will result in the purchase of new land and 49 
will focus on outdoor recreation development.   
 Outdoor recreation projects include (some 
projects fit into multiple categories): 

·  12 development projects for facilities that 
promote environmental and wetland studies,  

·  11 projects that will provide initial recreation 
development of park sites for their respective 
communities,  

 

·  19 development projects that will provide new 
playground equipment,  

·  8 projects that will create water based 
recreation by constructing access to lakes, 
rivers or streams, 

·  8 projects that will include water play features 
known as “spraygrounds”, and  

·  2 projects that will provide in-line 
skating/roller hockey or skateboard areas.   

“These grants are vital to the goal of leaving 
no child inside and helping to fashion future stewards 
of our natural resources,” said IDNR Director Marc 
Miller. 
 The $21.2 million awarded throughout the 
state this year combined with the grantee’s 
minimum 50 percent share will result in more than 
$42.4 million of local acquisition and 
development projects to enhance the quality of life 
in Illinois. The amount awarded each year for the 
OSLAD program is based on the condition of the 
housing market, because the grants are funded 
through a percentage of the real estate transfer tax.   
  For a complete list of projects, please visit 
DNR.State.IL.us.   

 
### 

 

 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER FISH & WILDLIFE AREA 

POST REGISTRATION DRAWING  
Submitted by Kim Postlewait 

 

Public drawing for waterfowl blinds at the Mississippi River Area H.Q.  will be held on Sunday, June 7, 2009.  
 

This drawing is for blinds that were not taken or were not registered during the registration period. 
 

Registration for the drawing will be from 11:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M., with the drawings to be held immediately after.  
To be eligible to draw, participants must be 16 years old on the day of the drawing and present a 2008 or 2009  
Illinois hunting license and State Waterfowl Stamp (unless exempt by law).  Illinois residents must have a valid 
Firearm Owner identification (FOID) card.    Those who are between the ages of 16 and 21 who do not have an 
FOID card must be accompanied by an adult who meets the FOID requirements. 
 

Persons who draw blinds must register blind builders by 4:00 pm Sunday June 7, 2009 at the Mississippi River Area 
H.Q. located on Rt. 100 at Rosedale. 
 

A 2009 Illinois hunting license and State Waterfowl stamp must be presented for each person to be listed as a blind 
builder.  Please refer to forms which will be distributed to successful participants on the day of the drawing. 
 

Mississippi River Area, Rt. 100, Grafton, Il 62037 
618-376-3303 
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URGENT ALERT  

 
CULLERTON/DALEY SEEK TO GUT 

PRO-GUN BILL  
 
     As many of you may know, House Bill 182 
easily passed the House recently with 72 votes. 
HB182 is designed to clarify the unlawful use of 
weapon statutes to avoid cases where innocent gun 
owners are arrested and charged for handling 
firearms in homes other than their own. As we’re 
sure you’d agree, this is an entirely sensible piece 
of legislation. Apparently, 72 members of the 
Illinois House, on both sides of the aisle, agree 
with you as well. 
   Well, once the HB182 passed the House, it 

moved over to the Senate for consideration. Now, 
Senate President John Cullerton and his gun grabbing 
pal, Sen. Don Harmon (D- Oak Park) have latched on 
to HB182 and are attempting to destroy the bill by 
adding hostile amendments. 
    HERE’S THE PROBLEM . . . 
If Cullerton gets his way, this is what could happen to 
you: 
   Let’s say your Aunt Betty is throwing your Uncle Joe 
a 50th birthday party. You go over to Uncle Joe’s 
house for cake and ice cream. Uncle Joe begins 
opening his birthday gifts – one of which is a nifty .45. 
Uncle Joe asks if you’d like to see the pistol and hands 
it over to you. Bad move! Under the Cullerton/Harmon 
hostile amendments to HB182, you could now be 
arrested, tried and convicted of unlawful use of a 
weapon. It doesn’t matter if you have a FOID card, or 
that you are not committing any other crime. The mere 
fact that you touch a firearm in Uncle Joe’s house 
could get you arrested and tried. Does that sound 
reasonable to you? 
   HERE IS WHAT YOU NEED TO DO TO 
PROTECT YOUR GUN RIGHTS: 

1. Call your Illinois senator IMMEDIATELY and 
politely tell him/her that you are a law-abiding 
Illinois firearm owner and that you would like 
your senator to vote “NO” to any amendments to 
HB182.  

2. Pass this alert on to all your gun-owning friends 
and tell them to make calls as well. 

3. Post this alert to any and all Internet blogs or 
bulletin boards to which you belong. 

### 
 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 

 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441  Fax: 217-854-5311 
 
Sen. Kyle McCarter– 51st District 
Tel: (217) 428-4068 
 
Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 
Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 
Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 
Sen. David Luechtfeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 
Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 
Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 
Rep. Kurt Granberg – 107th District 
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 

Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Wyvetter Younge – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-1691  
 
Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Costello  -  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 
Durbin  -  dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 
Shimkus  -  http://www.house.gov/shimkus 
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  JERSEYVILLE - The average Joe Hunter, 
sitting in a tree blind in his camouflage wearing deer-
urine cologne, doesn't hunt with a custom-made 
$12,000 gun. 

Neither does the guy at the lake, hunting dog 
by his side, waiting for the ducks to make their move. 
No, you've got to be something special to shoot a 
$12,000 gun. 

You've got to be able to shoot small, fast 
moving targets - lots of them - in rapid succession 
before you earn the right to shoot with a $12,000 gun. 
You've got to spend most of your life shooting, 
winning awards in states all over the country, before 
you shoot with a $12,000 gun. Quite simply, you've got 
to be as good as Tim Varble. 

Tim Varble shot his first organized trap as an 
11-year-old, when his dad, Marty, took him to a 
trapshooting range near Jerseyville. 

"The coach there - Doug Wilsheitz - called and 
said they were one shooter short of having two full 
teams and asked if I wanted to join, and of course I 
did," Varble said. "I love hunting, and I thought 
shooting the gun a little bit would help out with 
hunting." 

Trap shooting quickly became an obsession for 
Varble. He moved up the ranks of the Scholastic Clay 
Target Program, which teaches kids about gun safety 
and how to shoot. Varble won competitions along the 
way, wrapping up his youth career upon graduating 
Jersey High. He now helps Wilsheitz coach the team. 

"Even after all he's accomplished, he still 
comes back to help me here," said Wilsheitz, who 
coaches at the Golden Eagle club near Jerseyville. 
"We've got kids from third grade all the way through 
seniors in high school, and he helps me with them. He 
doesn't forget where he came from." 

Since his youth shooting days ended, Varble 
has moved on to Lindenwood University, where he 
competes on a shooting scholarship as the lone 
freshman on the national champion trapshooting team 
there. 

"There were 27 schools there and you end up 
shooting all weekend (at the national tournament)," 
Varble said. "We ended up winning by 69 targets out 
of 1,600. That's pretty much a blowout. Most of the 
time the winning team only wins by nine or 10 at 
most." 

Being part of a national championship-winning 
team isn't even necessarily the highlight of Varble's 
trapshooting career so far. 

"My proudest moment as a shooter probably 
happened two years ago when I became the men's 
Illinois state champion," Varble said. "They have 
divisions, like sub-junior is 15 and under ... and I was 
shooting in the junior league and thought I had just 
won that. But come to find out I could shoot for the 
overall championship and I decided to do that. 

"By some miracle I became the second-
youngest to ever win the men's state championship 
when I was 17." 

At that point, Varble was essentially the best 
singles event trapshooter in the state of Illinois. 

"It's his dedication that makes him so good," 
Wilsheitz said. "You could just tell from when he was 
young how passionate he was about it. When we 
weren't competing with our scholastic team, Tim was 
out finding every opportunity he could to shoot more, 
and I think that's what has made him so good." 

On top of all the other awards Varble has won, 
he was named a 2009 junior All-American by the 
Amateur Trapshooting Association. During the 11-day 
Grand American competition in Sparta, Ill., Varble 
won 10 trophies, including junior runner-up in the 
NRA Singles after a perfect score of 200x200. He ran 
500 straight singles targets during preliminary week. 
Varble's singles average of .9869 is second among all 
ATA juniors for the 2008 target season, meaning that 
of every 100 targets he shoots at, Varble will hit on 
average 98.6 percent of them. 

"To have that kind of success over a year is 
quite an accomplishment," Wilsheitz said. "To be 
named an All-American is really just a super 
accomplishment given the number of other kids he's 
shooting against." 
------- 
The $12,000 gun is actually a functional trophy. Varble 
won it by reeling off 40 consecutive hits in a 
handicapped competition against 100 other shooters. 
Varble, of course, was shooting from 27 yards - the 
farthest back from which a person can compete. 
Varble keeps the gun in a metal case, where it rests 
until he is ready to destroy a fleet of traps. No deer 
urine, no hunting dog necessary - just a lifetime of 
busted traps and a load of talent.   ### 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Man With The Golden Gun 
Brian Russell, Alton Telegraph, May 8, 2009  

 

MWHI is a proud sponsor of the  
Golden Eagle Gun Club 

Scholastic Clay Target Program 
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Outdoor Fees Up 
by Don Bekeleski, ISRA 4/13/09 

 
         
I have read that they are talking about raising many 
outdoor fees. Hunting licenses—fishing licenses 
going up $7.00 ea. Then the state duck stamp is 
going $10.00 if this passes. There are also a number 
of park fees going up. 

Now I am not against an increase, but is it 
just to get us out of Blago's hole or will we see 
something for our dollars? Have you ever seen what 
other states offer their sportsmen? There are open 
areas that are open to the public to walk in and hunt.  

In Wisconsin all public waterways are open 
to duck hunting. I hunted on the Castle Rock 
flowage and you can pull up along shore anywhere 
except by a house and hunt ducks. You can’t run out 
of water to hunt waterfowl! There is no reason for 
anyone with a row boat, not able to take the boat and 
duck hunt on public waters. They don’t have to be 
on private property or state run areas where they run 
out of blind sites and you have to go home. They are 
not restricted to little plots here and there where they 
can hope to hunt. When they head out to duck hunt, 
they are going to hunt! 

The idea of raising the controlled pheasant 
areas to eventually reach $50 for 2 stinking birds is 
ridiculous! I know commercial breeders that sell 
birds for $16 a piece and they are making money on 
it. We need more open land owned by the state to 
allow hunting. If they don’t start acquiring it now, 
we will never see it. It will just get so expensive to 
hunt with no place to go; many will abandon the 
sport which I believe many already have. They will 
certainty put more CPO’s on to harass us for not 
tying our shoelaces right! I had a friend bring a 
landowner to court in DuPage County to prove he 
had permission to hunt his land and the judge still 
fined him. That makes you really want to call a CPO 
when you see a violation—you may end up in his 
sights! 

A raise in fees is cool if we see some results 
for our dough. A lot of sportsmen from Illinois 
actually hunt outside of the state, because of the 
available areas there are to hunt. I think they should 
form a commission to see what can be done about 
opening our waterways and procuring more land. 
Then we will pay with a smile! 

### 

 

 

 
 

MWHI Directors Justin Wolfe and John Gineris (not 
pictured) presented Andrea Walters from Bass Pro with 
a plaque thanking Bass Pro for the generous donations 

to the MWHI banquet. 
 

 

Non-Resident Archery Deer Permits: 

Non-resident archery deer hunting permits for the 
2009-2010 Illinois Archery Deer season will be 
available through DNR Direct online and by phone  
beginning June 1.  Non-residents can purchase 
combination archery permits via DNR Direct Online 
License Sales at http://dnr.state.il.us (Click on the 
Online Licenses button on the home page) or by phone 
at 1-888-6PERMIT (1-888-673-7648). Non-residents 
are allowed to purchase one combination archery 
permit (one either-sex/one antlerless only) at a cost of 
$400.  There will be 25,000 non-resident combination 
tags available for the 2009-2010 archery deer season, 
which is scheduled for Thurs., Oct. 1, 2009 through 
Sun., Jan. 17, 2010.  Antlerless only permits for $15.50 
will be available beginning Sept. 1 and throughout the 
season over the counter at local agents designated by 
IDNR, as well as through DNR Direct online or by 
phone 

 
 

 
Support Your Club! 

Sign Up a New Member Today! 
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On May 9th, the Riverbend Catfish Tournament 

Trail held their 2nd of 5 qualifying tournaments in 
Alton, IL on the Mississippi River.   

Once again anglers would have to battle high 
water conditions on the Mighty Mississippi with water 
levels near or over flood stage.  Most people do not 
realize how hard it is to reel in a fish while battling the 
fast moving water at the same time; there are times a 
10lb catfish feels like a 30lb catfish.   

As for the day’s weather you really could not 
have ask for a nicer day with the temperature near 70 
degrees and partly sunny skies for most of the day.  
The water temperature was around 65 degrees, which - 
from what I have read and been told - is getting real 
close to the 70 degree mark when catfish begin to 
spawn.  So with all of that being said it might explain 
the success of some of the large weights that were 
brought to the scales on that Saturday afternoon.    

We had 26 boats sign up for this event who 
were all still in the running for the 2009 points division 
boat that was donated by SeaArk boats of Monticello, 
AR through Clark Boat Motor of East Alton, IL.   

There were 70 Catfish weighed-in with a total 
tournament weight of 1142.4lbs. We had 5 teams break 
the 100lb mark for there total weight, which is not 
uncommon in these waters even with a 5 fish limit.  
Twenty of the twenty-six teams weighed-in at least one 
catfish.   

I would like to give a special thanks to all the 
volunteers who take care of anything from live well 
checks to helping the anglers get their fish weighed in 
and back in water as quickly as possible. I also would 
like to thanks the sponsors of the Riverbend Catfish 
Tournament Trail: 

Clark Boat & Motor 
Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. 

SeaArk boats 
Haul Rite trailers 
Bluff City Tackle 

Alton CVB 
McIntyre Contracting, Inc. 

Brotherhood of Catfish (catfish1.com) 
Town Club Bar & Grill 

Gateway Cats catfishing club 
Catfish Safari 

Olin Community credit union 
Team Catfish 

 

 
Here are the results: 

1st place:  206.9lbs Danny Salfen (Foristelle, 
Mo.) Danny said he was using Skipjack in 25 to 35 feet 
of water on mud bottoms.  His tackle included Surge 
rods rigged with Eagle Claw kahle hooks.  He was 
fishing out of a Weld Craft boat.  

2nd place: 139.5lbs Doug Rice (Buffs, IL.) & 
Art Dossett (Bluffs IL.) The team was using Mooneye 
in 20 foot of water along mud banks. Their tackle 
included Catfish Safari & E-Cat rods rigged with 9/0 
Eagle Claw kahle hooks.  The team was fishing out of 
a SeaArk boat. 

3rd place: 132.9lbs Rodney Foils (Alton, IL.) 
& Rob Schiber (Edwardsville, IL.) The team was using 
Skipjack & Mooneye in 20 to 30 feet of water along 
flooded willow trees. Their tackle included Surge & 
Ugly Sticks (Tiger) rods rigged with Gamakatsu hooks 
J-style.  The team was fishing out of a SeaArk boat. 

4th place: 119.2lbs Justin Wolfe (Bethalto, 
IL.) & Adam Bagley (Alton, IL.) The team was using 
Mooneye heads & chunks on ledges above log jams in 
20 to 50ft of water.  Their tackle included Catfish 
Safari & Quantum Big cat rods rigged with 7/0 & 8/0 
Gamakatsu & Team Catfish double action hooks.  The 
team was fishing out of a SeaArk boat.  

Big Fish:  84.6lbs. Danny Salfen  
 

Payout: 
1st: $702 
2nd: $351 
3rd: $210 
4th: $141 

Big Fish: $520 

�

���

Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail Results for May 9, 2009 
By Justin Wolfe 
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Currently 90 Counties have stood up for your rights !! 
  

 

 
 

This site was begun to promote the Pro Second Amendment Resolution that is currently sweeping Illinois. It was the intent 
of the founders of the resolution to have the resolution submitted and hopefully passed in as many counties as possible in 
Illinois; thereby sending a strong message to legislators in Illinois that the supporting counties, Illinois gun owners and 
supporters have had enough of the anti-gun legislation in Illinois.  

 
 


