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MWHI OFFICERS 

President 

Scott Bryant 
217-983-2025 (home) 
618-535-0151 (cell) 

Vice-President 

John Gineris 
Banquet Chairman 
618-786-2596 

Treasurer 

Larry Franklin 
618-465-5686 
 

Membership Secretary 

Mike Devening 
618-259-6181 

Correspondence Secretary 

Jeremy Maggart 
618-535-4997 

Recording Secretary 

Jeremy Arnold 
618-779-8313 

 MWHI DIRECTORS 
Bob Jones 
Area Projects Chairman 
IFOR Board Representative 
618-498-4724 
618-578-9547 (cell) 
 

Eric Rhuede 
Golf Tournament Chairman 
618-410-9853 
 

Duane Hahnenkamp 
Wood Duck Nest Box Chairman 
Refuge Chairman 
618-786-2053 
 

Greg Franke 
COE Chairman 
618-396-2509 
 
 

Dave Geisler 
618-576-9845 
 

Justin Wolfe 
Carlyle Lake Area Projects Chairman 
Catfish Tournament Chairman 
618-377-0397 
 
Brian Arnold 
618-786-4868 
 
Craig Sondker 
618-593-8421 
 
John Popov 
Legislation Chairman 
618-344-8636 
 
Kevin Brooks 
618-535-1724 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Monday, August 3, 2009 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 
 

Saturday, August 8, 2009 
5th  RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT TRAIL 

at Alton, IL Marina 3:00 pm – 12:00am 
Please call 618-465-6676 for more information. 

 

Wednesday, August 19, 2009 

MWHI GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
at Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 

in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 pm 
 

Monday, September 7, 2009 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 
 

 

�

 
 
The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 

 

Volunteers Needed …  
 

to man the pumps at Swan Lake Complex at Two Rivers National 
Wildlife Refuge, Brussles, IL on nights and weekends.  

Please contact Duane Hahnenkemp 618-786-2053  
or John Mabery, Manager at Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge 

618-883-2524. 
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 As I sit thinking of all the problems this state and country have at this time, like all the bail-outs, sale of many 
American icons to foreign corporations, social security, Medicare, health insurance and loss of thousands of jobs to 
foreign countries, I wonder how these problems can be fixed. Well, we can’t fix anything by sitting on our asses! The 
old common saying, ‘what can we do,’ comes to mind. Good thing our forefathers didn’t think that way.  

The Constitution of the United States of America says ‘WE THE PEOPLE’ not we the corporation, we the 
senators and representatives, I the president, I the vice-president, and so on. This is where the problem lies because 
many of these people are representing special interest groups and lobbyists for special interest groups here and abroad 
when they are supposed to be representing the people of this country and what is best for all of us, WE THE PEOPLE.  

I have been told my several politicians and several political appointees that WE THE PEOPLE have lost touch 
with reality. Well, I disagree.  

We have fixes to these problems. Number one, you have to take care of people in your own country first. As it 
stands now, the American people are supporting the world. Stop all aid to other countries and put these funds, which 
add up to billions of dollars, into social security and Medicare. In two years Medicare and social security could be 
fixed if you keep your hands off it. But, you will find no support for this solution in the democratic or republican party. 
If anyone has lost touch of America, it is these people who are supposed to represent us. 

I believe these parties along with our current government are leading us into a war or revolution on our own 
ground. Call it a civil war or whatever you want, but I believe this is the road we are on. I say to you, the politicians 
and corporations, that you are out of touch with America and that you have forgotten the vengeance in which the 
American people have fought for freedom and liberty before. I belief this is why there has been so much gun 
legislation in the past 15 years; they are trying to take away guns from law-abiding citizens. But even if they would 
succeed, the American people still would beat you with nothing else but rocks and shovels.  

It is in our hands to change that path we are on. WE THE PEOPLE can make a difference by not voting for 
career politicians or along party lines. We need new people and new ideas. We need people with common sense and 
people who will take care of every American citizen before anyone else. Yes, we can help other people and other 
countries, but not before our people at home and in our backyard are taken care off. 

Great civilizations throughout time have been judged on two points – how they treated their children and how 
they treated their elderly. Right now, in this country, there are elderly people and children with nowhere to live and no 
way to get the medicine they need. There are children and elderly without food, shelter or medical care, living on the 
streets. How do we justify sending money abroad while this is going on in our own country? What does this say about 
us? 

On a final note, we spend millions of dollars on inaugural balls, dances, dinners, vacations, and retirements for 
our political leaders. I wonder who will pay for my party or my retirement. I know the answer to this one. Me.  

So, get off your behinds and call your legislators and your president, tell them that you are tired of this  and 
that WE THE PEOPLE are going to make changes in the entire political arena if these things don’t change. We THE 
PEOPLE can do this by voting for concerned Americans or I should say average Americans.    ### 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MWHI President’s Corner 
Scott Bryant 

Powerful Congressman to Keynote HSUS Conference 
U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 7/1/09 

 

The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) knows how to pull out all the stops when it comes to flexing their 
legislative muscles. The nation’s leading animal rights group announced that the powerful Chairman of the House Judiciary 
Committee will be the group’s keynote speaker at its “Taking Action for Animals” conference at the end of July. 

 Representative John Conyers (D- MI) is slated to speak at the conference being held July 24-27 in Arlington, 
Virginia. Joining Rep. Conyers will be Representative Jim Moran (D- VI) who is one of the co-chairs of the recently formed 
Congressional Animal Protection Caucus. 

“It is very disappointing that Representatives Conyers and Moran have decided to lend their reputations to building the 
credibility of the nation’s number one anti-hunting organization,” stated U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance president and CEO Bud 
Pidgeon. “This action shows that both representatives care more for media applause than scientifically valid wildlife management 
and sound public policy.”  
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To the Good Times  
Duane Hahnenkamp 

 

The year 2010 will be the beginning of the 40th year of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters. Starting with a handful of 
guys, this organization grew and became the most powerful hunting group in the state. Over the last 10 or 15 years, we 
have lost some outstanding and longtime members of this organization.  

When you realize that this club has been around for 40 years, it also comes to light that our club’s charter 
members are 60 to 80 years old. To those charter members who are still with us, I plus the club want to thank you for 
your effort and support. I hope all of you are still hunting and can do so for years to come.  

Over the years, there have been other good members that have helped run this club. Some were well known, 
while others stayed in the shadows, even though their efforts were just as important. To those who have passed away 
and all of you who are still with us, you all deserve our thanks and our deepest gratitude. 

Now I would like to take the time to talk about another member we have just lost – Tim Watson. Anyone who 
hung around Grafton or hunted any of the waterfowl areas nearby probably ran into Tim at one point or another. He 
mostly hunted in Calhoun Point, but every so often you would see him at Stump Lake or the Glades. Tim was the big 
guy standing quietly in the corner of the check station, who usually didn’t say much unless you made an effort to talk 
to him.  

I think the first time I met Tim was back in 1983 at the Point. He was in the check station waiting for a certain 
blind to come in because he knew the ducks were using it in the afternoon. That blind belonged to a friend of mine and 
he didn’t have a clue that the ducks were using it at all. The only thing he knew was that Tim was hunting his blind 
every afternoon, but never killed anything. You kind of got the picture of what was going on that day and the type of 
hunter Tim was. He was a hard core duck hunter who hunted every day and knew about everything that went on at the 
Point. Over the years since, Tim became one of the solid hunters you thought of when you talked about the Point. He 
was well liked by most of the guys who hunted there, including the Calhoun boys. 

Now, Timmy was not a longtime club member and he helped on only a few projects, but his effect on this club 
may be long lasting. The sudden death of Tim has had a resounding effect on his friends and the other hunters who 
knew him. What this club could not do in the last 40 years, Tim did it with his passing. He has brought the Calhoun 
Point hunters together like I have never seen before. His friends have started a memorial in Tim’s name and plan on 
using the funds to better conditions at the Point. They plan on continuing this in the years to come and their plans 
could lead the Point to become a better place to hunt.  

For one person to have this kind of effect on his fellow duck hunters is almost unheard of in this area. If we were 
talking about a hunter from somewhere else, like the Glades, passing away, the only thing the guys there would worry 
about is who would get his duck blind.  

So, to Tim I want to say thanks for what you did, plus all the good things that could happen in your name. 
Wherever Tim is hunting now, may the ducks keep flying and the flight days never end.   ### 

 
 
 
 

Support your Club! 
 

Sign up a new member today! 
 
 
 
 

 

 
IDNR News Bits 7/9/2009 
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Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

 
     

 
 
On behalf of MWHI, Greg and Rosi Franke attended the annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner at the 

Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge, Brussels, Il on Friday, May 22, 2009. 
We enjoyed absolutely beautiful weather, great food and company. We would like to thank Refuge 

Manager John Mabery along with his staff for inviting us and for doing such a great job in putting on this very 
enjoyable get-together.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
What Make a Great Hunt? 

Craig Sondker 
 One day, as the sun begins to awake in the eastern sky, you settle in as the steam rolls off your first cup of 
coffee. Your lab is a bit restless in the dog box in anticipation of the new day. The first bunch of mallards breaks over 
the trees and, unlike yesterday, they don’t even look your spread over. 
 Another day you have three older hunters with you in the blind. You know the birds will just have to be 
perfect before you call the shot. At 70+, they don’t move as smooth and fast as they once did. A bunch of sprigs give 
you that first pass at thirty yards, but not a wing in the bunch was stiff or cupped as if they were thinking about circling 
around. You let them go only to fly off and hear a story from one of the fellas about his great sprig hunt forty years ago 
and how that bunch would have been in bad trouble that day. 
 The next, and what proves to be the only bird of the day, sets up, works and comes right in as if this was his 
home; a 15-yard shot off the water. You tell the old fellas, ‘take ‘em!’ One shot rings out as the drake splashes like a 
rock in a farm pond. You look at the duck on the water and see something shining. As the dog comes back, your 
suspicion is confirmed … a band! You hand the duck to the old man, the oldest of the three. Nearing 80 years old, you 
know it is likely his last banded duck. Yet, he pulls the band off the leg and adds it to the string of bands in his old 
metal shell box as if he was still 16 and it was his first. 
 On yet another day, you have three of the best blood thirsty hunting buddies with you. The wind is screaming 
from the north and Mother Nature is spitting snow. Mallards returning from a muddy cornfield have feet as big as 
baseballs, dangling – not even circling – to come in. Empty shotgun hulls soon cover the floor and every cup of coffee 
gets cold before you can drink even half the contents, the action is so fast and furious. Soon, your duck straps are full 
and even have a few geese, as well. 
 So what really makes a great duck hunt? Do you have to kill a strap full of birds to have a great hunt? Or is the 
sight of each new sunrise spent with your friend or old dog enough to make it great? 
 To me, every day in the blind or marsh is a great hunt in one way or another. Without an organization like 
Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc., these great hunts as we know them may someday come to a halt. 
 Do you really think it can’t happen? If so, you need to open your eyes and pay attention to the political world, 
not only in the State of Illinois, but the entire nation. 
 Step up, get involved and keep your great hunts happening!  
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Legislation Update 
      John Popov 

 

 In the May Sentry issue, I wrote about 
the CIFTA Treaty. That is the title they gave it, 
but its real name is ‘Inter-American Convention 
against Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking 
in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other 
Related Materials.’ This will affect all gun 
owners. See the Petition to the U. S. Senate on 
the next page. This treaty is being used to 
appear to stop the drug cartels and gun violence. 
 If the CIFTA Treaty is accepted and 
becomes law, look out! CIFTA can put every 
American gun owner under international law. 
 In a recent conversation with a fellow 
hunter at a local pub in the area where I hunt, he 

said: “They can’t take our guns away. If they could, 
they would have them.” 
 I responded by saying the reason they don’t 
have them is because of groups like the NRA, ISRA, 
2nd Amendment Foundation, MWHI, etc., working 
hard to stop them. If there was no one to protect our 
Second Amendment rights, we wouldn’t have it. They 
don’t get it! 
 At our June meeting, one of our members gave 
me some information on SB2099. In a follow-up 
conversation on 7/13 with a NRA representative I 
learned that this bill is an old bill that they are trying to 
resurrect, but is not going anywhere right now. 
SB2009 would require your 1040 Federal Tax form to 
ask you to list all guns you own and pay $50 per gun 
and also may require fingerprinting. If no one would 
be watching, this could become a law. 
 If it is to be, it is up to you and me! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IMPORTANT CONTACTS  

 

 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441  Fax: 217-854-5311 
 
Sen. Kyle McCarter– 51st District 
Tel: (217) 428-4068 
 
Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 
Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 
Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 
Sen. David Luechtfeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 
Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 
Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 
Rep. Kurt Granberg – 107th District 
Tel:618-533-2153E-mail: kgranberg@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 
Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 

Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Wyvetter Younge – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-1691  
 
Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Costello  -  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 
Durbin  -  dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 
Shimkus  -  http://www.house.gov/shimkus 
 

 

Stunt by PETA 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, July 2009 

 
PETA wants to start buying lighthouses 

and convert them into “fish empathy centers.” 
PETA has let the National Park Service 

(NPS) know that it would like to purchase 
several lighthouses including ones in Michigan, 
New Jersey, and Wisconsin so they can be used 
to let people know that fish have emotions, 
personalities and feel pain. 

Not surprisingly, the NPS hasn’t 
responded. 
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DUCKS 
 

Surveys in the traditional duck breeding areas 
of northern U.S. and Canada counted 42 million ducks 
compared to 37.2 million last year.  This is 13% higher 
than last year and 25% above the long term average 
(1955-2008).   

Mallards – 8.5 million,  10% increase over 
last year and 13% above the long-term average, 
highest count since 2000 

Green-winged teal (important duck in IL 
bag after mallards) – 3.4 million,  similar to last year 
and 79% above long-term average, record population 
since 1955 

Blue-winged teal (used to set teal 
regulations) – 7.4 million,  similar to last year and 
60% above long-term average, 2nd highest count ever 
recorded,  16-day teal season will be approved this 
year 

Pintails (species of concern) – 3.2 million,  
23% above last year and 20% below the long-term 
average, bag limit depends on average latitude of 
breeding population, the further south the better and 
conditions were best to the south 

Canvasbacks (season was closed last year) – 
0.7 million,  35% above last year and similar to long-
term average,  season should be open this year 

Scaup (species of concern, differential bag 
limits last year) – 4.2 million,  similar to last year and 
18% below long-term average,  highest count since 
1999,  we may get 45 days with a bag limit of 2 and 15 
days with a bag limit of one this year 
 
MAY PONDS 
 

Total Ponds (U.S. + Canada) – 6.4 million, 
 45% above last year and 31% above long term 
average 

Canada Ponds (used directly to set duck 
regulations) – 3.6 million,  17% above last year and 
similar to average 

U.S. Ponds – 2.9 million,  108% above last 
year and 87% above long term average,  record 
number of ponds since surveys in U.S. began in 1974 

Based on the above it appears certain that 
we will get a 60-day duck season.  The official AHM 
report that selects duck season length will not 
usually be out until the last week in July or so.  
 
CANADA GEESE 
 

MVP Canada Geese (comprise about half 
the geese shot in IL during the regular season) – 
581,232 total geese, below 2008 estimate of 626,358 
but only 3% below 1989-2008 average. 

MVP breeding population – 239,631 compared 
to 305,191 last year.  This is 35% below the 1989-2008 
average and is the lowest ever recorded.  Very late 
spring resulted in too much snow and ice during 
breeding season over most of the coast which is where 
highest nest densities occur.  Hunting for MVP geese 
will be more difficult because of low number of young 
expected.  MVP harvest regulations experiment calls 
for no change unless breeding population falls below 
225,000 so we are likely to keep our regular Canada 
goose season structure, same as last year.  

Illinois Giant Canada Geese - The 2009 
survey produced a population estimate of 133,550 
compared to 138,300 and 105,000  in 2008 and 2007, 
respectively.  Results of the 2009 survey indicate that 
the statewide population likely is somewhere between 
96,750 and 170,350 geese. 
Banding results give us an idea of productivity of 
Illinois giants. 
West-central IL 
2.49 immatures/adult (2009) = 22% above 5-year 
average 
2.04 immatures/adult (5-yr average) 
Northeast IL 
1.53 immatures/adult (2009) = 10% above 5-year 
average 
1.39 immatures/adult (5-yr average)      #### 

FINAL 2009 Trends in Duck Breeding Populations report 
Ray Marshalla, IDNR 7/6/2009 

 

Apples And Oranges 
NRA-ILA website 

According to a recent report for Congress on foreign country gun laws states, "From available statistics, among the [27] 
countries surveyed, it is difficult to find a correlation between the existence of strict firearms regulations and a lower incidence 
of gun-related crimes. [I]n Canada a dramatic increase in the percentage of handguns used in all homicides was reported 
during a period in which handguns were most strictly regulated. And in strictly regulated Germany, gun-related crime is much 
higher than in countries such as Switzerland and Israel, that have simpler and/or less restrictive legislation." (Library of 
Congress, "Firearms Regulations in Various Foreign Countries, May 1998") 

�
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Plan Now For Public Area Duck Blind Drawings  
By Jerry Pabst, ASO Magazine, July 2009 

CARE Applauds House Appropriations Committee for Proposed 
 Increase in Refuge System Funding 

Submitted by John Mabery, USFWS Refuge Manager 
June 19, 2009 (Washington, DC) – The Cooperative Alliance for Refuge Enhancement (CARE), a coalition of 22 national 
conservation, sporting and scientific organizations representing over 14 million Americans, applauds the House Appropriations 
Committee for its proposed increase to the annual budget for the National Wildlife Refuge System for Fiscal Year 2010 (FY10). The 
Committee's recommendation builds upon the $20 million increase suggested by President Obama for a total $40 million increase for 
the System.  

"This increase represents a crucial investment in America's National Wildlife Refuge System," said Evan Hirsche, chair of 
CARE. "The System has suffered from funding shortfalls since its creation in 1903; Congress's work in recent years to reverse this 
trend is making a read difference for wildlife, habitat and people." 

This $40 million increase will take the operating budget for the Refuge System to $503 million, translating to roughly $3.35 
per acre for the 150 million-acre System. It makes national wildlife refuges one of Congress's leading conservation priorities and 
builds upon the remarkable increases in FY 2008 and FY 2009. If enacted, this increase will help the Refuge System regain its 
footing in achieving its core wildlife conservation and public outreach priorities. 

 

  I know you are just getting your fishing tackle 
sorted out, and the open water is calling, but believe it ornot, 
duck hunting season is upon us. July is the traditional time 
when the Illinois DNR and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service hold annual public drawings to allocate seasonal 
blind sites within the many properties they manage. 

Now is the time to locate such areas near you, and 
plan to attend the drawings. You can learn where and when 
these drawings will be held by accessing the websites: 
dnr.state.il.us, or fws.gov. Click on the "hunting" links, 
where you will also find their addresses and office phone 
numbers. 
Many of these drawings attract large crowds of would be 
hunters, but don't let that dissuade you. As they say in 
baseball, "It only takes one swing to hit it", so even a lone 
applicant has a chance to score. But, if you want to improve 
your odds round up as many of your hunting buddies as you 
can and bring them along.  

The larger your group, the better the chance that 
one of their names will be pulled out of the barrel. Before 
going to the drawing, be sure everyone has a current hunting 
license and state and federal waterfowl stamp, and an up-to-
date F.O.I.D. card. The federal stamp is only sold at post 
offices, but not at all post offices, so be sure to buy one well 
in advance. At some drawings the previous year's license 
and stamps will be accepted, but don't assume this. Call 
ahead to be sure, and be aware that in most cases licenses 
and stamps are not sold on site. 

Winners in the drawings receive a blind permit that 
is valid for the entire season, and in most instances will be 
required to erect a suitable blind at a specific site. While the 
blind permits are allocated for the full season, any site not 
occupied by the permit holder thirty minutes before shooting 
time may be used by another hunter. These blinds can only 
be accessed by boat, and hunters must provide their own 
decoys. 

A good, stable boat and well running motor is 
necessary to safely hunt these lakes. The U.S. Fish and  
Wildlife Service (FWS) oversees waterfowl hunting 

programs at various sites along the Mississippi River. 
Northern Zone hunters will be interested in the Potters 
Marsh area, near the town of Thompson, IL. In this 
sprawling backwater 39 boat blind sites are allocated by an 
annual drawing held in late July. Winners of the drawing 
may choose any site available when their names are drawn. 
There is a fee ($20.00) to enter the  drawing and a permit fee 
($150.00) for winners. 

The 2009 season will be the first under new rules 
that prohibit building of permanent blinds in Potter's Marsh. 
All hunting must be done from boat blinds anchored close to 
the blind site marker stake. Unoccupied blinds maybe 
claimed for the day by other hunters thirty minutes before 
shooting time. (1/2 hour before sunrise) 

At some of the IDNR waterfowl hunting sites 
blinds are allocated by daily draw. This lottery usually is 
held 90 minutes before sunrise, which means it changes 
every day. Hunters should contact the area head quarters and 
obtain a list of drawing times to avoid missing out due to a 
late arrival. 

At some public sites IDNR regulations require 
hunters provide their own boat blinds and decoys. The boats 
must be a minimum of 16 feet in length with a 60-inch 
beam, and be powered by a gasoline engine. But, there are a 
few areas that supply both boats and decoys for a small fee. 
In southern Illinois there a several walkin waterfowl hunting 
areas. You will find all the public waterfowl hunting areas 
listed in the Illinois Digest of Hunting and Trapping, a free 
publication available at all DNR offices, and at retail license 
vendors. This information is also contained in the IDNR 
web site mentioned above. 

If you plan to hunt one of the daily draw sites, be 
sure to visit the area prior to hunting season to familiarize 
yourself with its exact location. It is no fun trying to find 
you way into the area while time runs out. If possible, bring 
your boat and take a ride around the lake, too. 

While there are no guarantees you will win a blind 
site at one of the drawing, you can make an enjoyable day of 
it. Remember, you will never win if you don't try.   ### 



 10 

Riverbend Catfish Tournament 
Trail - Results for July 11, 2009 

Justin Wolfe 
 

 
 

On July 11, 2009 the Riverbend Catfish 
Tournament Trail held their 4 of 5 qualifying tournaments in 
Alton, IL  on the Mississippi River.  Finally river conditions 
were almost at normal levels and some of the Melvin Price 
gates were actually holding back water for this tournament.   

This would be the first night event for 2009 were 
anglers would be departing from the Alton Marina parking 
lot at 3pm and would have until 12 midnight to fish.  Most 
catfish anglers look forward to the night events for mainly 
two reasons: its when most catfish anglers fish and the sun is 
not beating down on you all day.   

Water temperature was just under the 80 degree 
mark, which I believe had a lot to do with the finicky bite 
that most anglers experienced on the river that evening.   

We had 30 teams sign up for this event which was 
a good number but a disappointment for a night event I was 
hoping to see at least 40 teams.  The total number of catfish 
caught was 94 with a total tournament weight of 1148.6lbs.   

This year’s points division is shaping up to be 
another down to the wire finish with a lot of teams in 
striking distance of the new points leader Danny Salfen.  
Please visit www.mwhi.org to see the 2009 updated points 
division.  Riverbend catfish anglers have been grinding it 
out all year to have a chance to win the 1448 SeaArk w/ 
Haul Rite trailer donated by SeaArk boats through Clark 
boat & motor. 

I would like to think all the volunteers that helped 
out on the 11th.  I would not be able to pull this tournament 
off without their help since I broke my foot early that day. 
Here are the results: 
1st place:  117.7lbs.  Bill Rowe & Kyle Dooley (St. Charles, 
Mo.)  
2nd place:  100.5lbs.  Danny Salfen (Foristelle,Mo.) 
3rd place:  74.1lbs.  Dennis McIntire & Jason Floyd (Alton) 
4th place:   64.4lbs.  John Behiter (Wentzville, Mo.) & 
Jason Hall (O’Fallon, Mo.) 
Big Fish:  65.1lbs Bill Rowe & Kyle Dooley 
Payout:  1st: $810   2nd: $405   3rd: $243  4th: $162 
Big fish: $600 

### 

Riverbend Catfish Tournament 
Trail  -  Results for June 20, 2009 

Justin Wolfe 
 

On June 20th the Riverbend Catfish Tournament 
Trail held their 3rd of 5 qualifying tournaments in Alton, IL 
on the Mississippi River.   Water conditions for this 
tournament as no surprise to anyone were going to be high 
and fast again.   

Two weeks before the tournament the river was 
starting to get down to a normal level and producing some 
nice weights for everyone until the week of the tournament.  
It never fails that if there is a Riverbend tournament 
scheduled it’s going to rain at least 12 inches that week of 
the tournament.   

Anglers said the water temperature started the day 
somewhere in the low 70’s but climbed through out the day 
to about 79 degrees.  The air temperature was HOT with a 
high of 97 and the heat index well over 100 degrees, one 
angler said “I had to be anchored 8 miles from hell.”  The 
overall bite for the tournament was average to poor for most 
anglers, which was probably due to the river cresting and 
starting to fall.    

I, as the tournament director, did not enjoy fishing 
in the extreme heat either and will definitely consider 
changing the June tournament to a night tournament next 
year.   

We had 31 boats sign up for this event which 
makes it the second time the Riverbend trail has had 30 plus 
boats for a tournament this year.  There are only two 
qualifying tournaments left for the year not including the 
Classic so if you’re not qualified for the Classic your time is 
running out.  Just as a reminder that the next two 
tournaments are from 3pm to 12am.   

There were a total of 70 catfish caught in this 
tournament with a total tournament weight of 806.7lbs.  I 
would have to say this was a average weigh-in for the 
Riverbend trail and just goes to show even with high water 
that the Riverbend area around Alton, IL is still among the 
top catfishing waters in North America. 

Once again I have to thank any and all sponsors 
that have made donations this year and to all the anglers and 
volunteers that help make these tournaments run so 
smoothly.  A special thanks goes out to Steve Mead for 
setting out this tournament to have the weigh-in open at 1pm 
so anglers could weigh-in early. 
Here are the Results: 
1st Place:  120.1lbs. Mat Wolfe & Matt McIntyre (Alton,) 
2nd Place:  77.3lbs. Danny Salfen (Foristelle, Mo.) 
3rd Place:  67.3lbs Tyrone Buckner (Quincy IL.) & Mark 
Farrow (Meredosia, IL.) 
4th Place: 62.4lbs. Anthony Maggart& Marty Jones (Alton) 
Big Fish: 42.9lbs. Mat Wolfe & Matt McIntyre 
Payout: 
1st: $837 
2nd: $419 
3rd: $251 
4th: $168 
Big Fish: $620   
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