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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, September 7, 2009 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 
Saturday, September 12, 2009 

6th  RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT TRAIL 
at Alton, IL Marina 6:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Please call 618-465-6676 for more information. 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2009 Saturday, September 12, 2009 
 CLASSIC RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT TRAIL 

at Alton, IL Marina 6:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Please call 618-465-6676 for more information. 

Monday, October 5, 2009 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 

Wednesday, October 21, 2009 

MWHI GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
at Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 

in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 pm 
 

 

�

 
 
The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 

 

 
Visit us at our website 

 
mwhi.org 
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 About mid-July, I started noticing pictures in the outdoor magazines of flocks of birds with a light blue wing 
patch. The instant I saw them, I smiled as the memories started coming back. Teal hunting has a special spot for most 
duck hunters when they think of seasons past. 
 The mallard may be what hunters see in their minds when they talk about duck season, but watching those blue 
wing patches come closer are what makes teal season an entirely different animal. Hot weather is forgotten when that 
cold front hits and the teal migration starts. 
 This September will be 35 years since my first teal season. Like many, I started out at Stump Lake when the 
lake was full of lily pads and even had a few dead trees in the middle of the lake. Stump has always been a good place 
for teal hunting and for a new guy to start out. My first teal hunt was a bust, as opening day started out hot with very 
few birds. But a cold front hit during the week and there were still plenty of birds around by the weekend.  
 I finally got to pull the trigger on a flock and I killed two teal with one shot. I was hooked and spent many 
days since, good or bad, looking for that teal season fix.  
 In the many years since, I have hunted Stump Lake from one end to the other. I have had great hunts on the 
mud line of Flat Lake, the vegetation lines on Lower Stump, and back in the prairie of Upper Stump. As much as I love 
teal season, I have learned to stay home on some hot weather opening days when about the only thing using the lake 
were mosquitoes and game wardens. Both are out to get you and that can make your day miserable. I will usually wait 
a couple of days for a cold front and new birds to hit.  
 To be out there on those cool mornings and watch the big flocks fall from the sky is what a teal hunter lives 
for. They may not be mallards, but to have a large flock of teal turn and then try to eat up your blind will make 
anyone’s day. 
 Last year was pretty much a bust as the river flood ended the season before it even got a good start. Because of 
work, I don’t know if I will get to teal hunt much this year. I hope when I finally get to go, the migration will be in and 
the birds will stay for a couple of days. Last year’s memories were bad and I am hoping that this season will leave me 
with a few good ones to remember when I am too old to hunt. Well, they are predicting a good hatch of teal this fall 
and I hope everyone gets to experience a flight day. Good luck and may the teal gods be good to you.     ### 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teal Season Memories 
Duane Hahnenkamp 

Ducks Unlimited donates Illinois River property to Department of Natural Resources 
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East Peoria, Ill.- Feb. 21, 2009 - Ducks Unlimited (DU) donated 370 acres along the Illinois River to the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) today during its annual state convention in East Peoria.  A crowd of about 250 
DU volunteers were on hand to applaud IDNR Director Marc Miller as he signed an agreement accepting title to the 
property on behalf of the state agency. 
The property, known locally as Wightman Lake, is approximately 20 miles north of Peoria near Sparland, IL.  Over the 
past three years, Ducks Unlimited has invested more than $400,000 in habitat improvements to turn Wightman Lake into 
a wetland conservation showcase.  Designed for use by both waterfowl and people, the project represents a new era of 
cooperation between Ducks Unlimited and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.   
“Our members are delighted with the renewed commitment to conservation that Director Miller has helped bring to 
IDNR,” says Eric Schenck DU Regional Biologist.  “Partnerships like the one here at Wightman Lake have become 
increasingly important to Ducks Unlimited.” 
In addition to serving as a waterfowl refuge, Wightman Lake is designated as a “waypoint” on the Illinois River Road 
National Scenic Byway.  At Wightman Lake travelers will have a chance to observe 84 species of birds as well as the 
decurrent false aster, a federally listed threatened plant that flourishes in DU’s restored wetlands.  Part of the tourism 
experience will include a lesson on the State Wildlife Action Plan—a statewide blueprint for conserving fish and wildlife 
in Illinois. 
Sensitive to the budget issues that IDNR currently faces, Ducks Unlimited has agreed to continue management oversight 
of the property during a three year transition period.  This will provide time for newly restored habitats to become fully 
established and to phase in public access that is expected to help boost the local economy.   
Commenting on the donation, IDNR Director Marc Miller stated, “IDNR is very appreciative of this generous 
conservation gift and we look forward to working closely with Ducks Unlimited on other projects in the future.” 
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IDNR MRA News Release – Important Upcoming Dates  

IDNR Kim Postlewait 
 
 
 

Early Goose Season   September 1 – 15 
Teal Season     September 5 – 21 
First Official Blind Inspection  October 2 (Real October 5) 
Second Official Inspection  October 10 (Real October 13) 
Red Tag Drawing  `  October 18 
Youth Hunt     October 24 – 25 
Duck Season Opening Day  October 31 
Trapping Draw    November 4 
 
 
Dear Duck Hunters: 
 When you see a member of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc., thank him or her for 
helping the Mississippi River F & W Area. Migratory’s Board of Directors voted to pay for the 
seeding of Japanese millet on 250 acres of the site’s management areas. Their contribution 
allowed seeding on Stump Lake, Glades, Fuller, Diamond Island and Michael Bottom, which 
will provide much needed food sources that aids in holding waterfowl migrating through our 
area. Their contribution came at a time when our budget would not have allowed the seeding. 
 Again, if you are a member of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, thank you. If you are not 
and you hunt on the Mississippi River Area, you should thank them too. 
 

Kim Postlewait 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Support your Club! 
 

Sign up a new member today! 
 
 
 
 

Powerful Congressman to Keynote HSUS Conference 
U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, 7/1/09 

 
The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) knows how to pull out all the stops when it comes 

to flexing their legislative muscles. The nation’s leading animal rights group announced that the powerful 
Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee will be the group’s keynote speaker at its “Taking Action for 
Animals” conference at the end of July. 

Representative John Conyers (D- MI) is slated to speak at the conference being held July 24-27 in 
Arlington, Virginia. Joining Rep. Conyers will be Representative Jim Moran (D- VI) who is one of the co-
chairs of the recently formed Congressional Animal Protection Caucus. 

“It is very disappointing that Representatives Conyers and Moran have decided to lend their 
reputations to building the credibility of the nation’s number one anti-hunting organization,” stated U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Alliance president and CEO Bud Pidgeon. “This action shows that both representatives care 
more for media applause than scientifically valid wildlife management and sound public policy.”  
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MWHI Sponsors Youths to Attend IFOR Youth Outdoor Skills Camp 
 

     
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
MWHI sponsored 4 youths to attend the IFOR Outdoors Youth Skills Camp on July 24, 25, and 26, 2009. The 

kids enjoyed learning about fishing, archery, gun safety, horseback riding, wildlife ecology, field trials, 
trapping, and shooting sports. MWHI President Scott Bryant went along as counselor/chaperon, and he had so 

much fun that he already volunteered for next year. Thank you, Scotty.  
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Legislation Update 
      John Popov 

 

 In your July Sentry you found out about 
the Inter-American Convention Against Illicit 
Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, 
Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related 
Materials (CIFTA) Treaty. What a cover-up to 
get rid of you 2nd Amendment Rights! We are 
very lucky for now because pro-active groups 
like the American Policy Center, NRA, ISRA, 
and so on. If we can find out what is coming at 
us, we can organize to stop it before it becomes 
law. 
 The world community is against our 
way of life - our homes, food, cars, gun 
ownership and our freedom. The idea is to bring 

us down, way down. 
 Let’s look at concealed carry permits. Do you 

think the world community likes this? No! This is why 
they need a treaty like CIFTA. With friendly people 
now in control of Washington, the world community 
might get what they want if we don’t speak out to our 
elected congressmen and senators. 

Our congressional delegation is off the whole 
month of August. Call them, or even better, go to any 
town hall meeting they may have or make an 
appointment to see them and give them an earful. 
Stand up for your family’s freedom and future, but be 
polite.   
 If it is to be, it is up to you and me! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
IMPORTANT CONTACTS  

 
 

 
NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 
 
 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 
 
 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 
 
 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 
 
 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 
 
 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 
 
 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441   
 

Sen. Kyle McCarter– 51st District 
Tel: (217) 428-4068 
 

Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 

Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 

Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 

Sen. David Luechtefeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 

Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 

Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 

Rep. John D. Cavaletto – 107th District 
Tel:618-548-9080  
 

Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 

Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Eddie Lee Jackson, Jr. – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-9950  
 

Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Rep. Jerry F. Costello  -  12th District  
Tel: 618-233-8026  E-mail:  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 

Rep. John Shimkus  -  19th District 
Tel: 618-344-3065 E-mail: house.gov/shimkus 
 

Sen. Richard J. Durbin   
Tel: 312-353-4952  E-mail: dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 

Sen. Roland W. Burris 
Tel: 202-224-2152 
 

## 

 
IDNR News Bits 8/3/2009 

 
New Hunting and Trapping Digest Available: The 
2009-2010 edition of the Illinois Digest of Hunting 
and Trapping Regulations is now available online 
through the IDNR web site at 
http://www.dnr.state.il.us/publications/. Copies of the 
free booklet will be available at IDNR offices in the 
coming weeks. You can also pick up a copy at 
Conservation World at the Illinois State Fair in 
Springfield, Aug. 14-23 and at the Du Quoin State 
Fair, Aug. 29-Sept. 7. 
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Sunset is coming to the future of waterfowl hunting. 

Don’t believe it? Just look at the statistics. About 2.5 million 
Americans over the age of 16 hunted ducks and geese in 1996. 
The years later, that number plummeted to 1.3 million, an 
astonishing 48 percent decline. The end may even be closer in 
Canada, where there are 70 percent fewer duck and goose 
hunters than just 10 years ago. It’s an alarming trend – one 
with sweeping consequences to future waterfowl and habitat 
conservation efforts. 
    To stem that ebbing tide, many state wildlife 
agencies and conservation organizations are pouring resources 
directly into the next generation of hunters. Recruitment efforts 
kicked into high gear in 1995, when the U. S, Fish and 
Wildlife Service allowed states to 
designate up to two additional days of 
waterfowl hunting for young hunters. 
Now, virtually every state offers some 
sort of special season, relaxed bag limit or 
incentive to lure kids into the fields or 
marshes. On the surface, it seems like a 
great idea. Today’s boys and girls who 
become hunters will not only fund state 
fish and wildlife agencies through license 
purchases in the future, but will carry on 
the conservation ethic that is the 
cornerstone of modern wildlife 
management. Without a new generation, 
hunting as we know is doomed. 
 But the push to recruit young 
hunters might be having a negative effect 
on those who already buy licenses. Not everyone is thrilled to 
treat boys and girls like virtual duck-hunting royalty and many 
hunters are beginning to question the value of those efforts. 

The trouble with (more) kids 
 One hunter, posting on an Internet hunting forum, 
insisted the decline in hunter numbers is nothing but good, 
because it weeds out the “wannabees, slobs, and idiots who 
aren’t willing to work for their birds.” Most critics aren’t quite 
so harsh, but they are reluctant to speak out against recruitment 
efforts for fear of sounding greedy.  
 “It’s already difficult to find room to hunt now. When 
these kids turn into adults and I’m already fighting for a place 
to hunt it’s going to be that much more difficult and I think it 
will only drive more hunters away than it will recruit,” said 
one Minnesota hunter, who didn’t want to be identified 
because he makes waterfowl hunting products. “I’m afraid 
we’ve reached capacity.” 
 That’s a dangerous argument, said Delta Waterfowl 
vice-president John Devney, and one that should be dismissed. 
While some areas near large population centers are at capacity, 
other regions are far from overloaded with hunters. Besides, he 
added, as duck hunters continue to decline, our collective voice 
becomes politically irrelevant. 

 “Hunters didn’t fare so well in the last Farm Bill, but 
imagine what the outcome for the various conservation 
programs would have been if hunter-conservationist 
organizations like Delta weren’t speaking out in favor of those 
programs,” he said. “It would have been disastrous. Who else 
cares so much about the birds and the habitat as duck hunters?” 

Too much, too close 
 More hunters equal more money, and thus, more 
support for conservation efforts. Clearly there is strength in 
numbers. However, the methods used to boost youth 
participation, and ultimately turn them into lifelong duck 
hunters, are creating a rift between young and old. How? By 
placing youth hunts in direct conflict with regular seasons. 

Minnesota’s youth hunt is one week prior to 
the regular opening day. Illinois is as close 
as four days, and the youth season in Texas 
is as little as five days prior to the regular 
season. 
 “It’s like the youth day is opening 
day, and when I get to go out on the general 
season opener, the ducks have already been 
hunted,” said the Minnesota hunter. 
 That’s just not an issue, said Steve 
Cordt, Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources waterfowl biologist. Most of the 
birds harvested during the state’s one-day 
youth hunt likely wouldn’t have even been in 
Minnesota when the regular season opens, he 
said. Blue-winged teal and wood ducks make 
up the bulk of that one-day harvest, and 

those birds are often gone by the general season opener. 
 Greg Franke disagrees. Since Illinois allowed a 
youth waterfowl weekend starting in 1996, the state wood 
duck harvest has dropped from second to third in the number 
of birds taken by hunters each season. Franke also noted the 
percentage of ducks killed on opening day on public waterfowl 
areas has seen a steady decline since the introduction of a 
youth weekend.  
 “You can’t tell me the birds aren’t affected by two 
days of hunting pressure less than a week before the regular 
opening day. To me, that’s too close and it’s having a real 
impact on our duck hunting,” said Franke, a member of 
Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc., an Illinois conservation 
organization. 

What’s the big deal? 
 Why would any adult be concerned about one less 
duck in their daily take? Most hunters who have been pursuing 
ducks and geese for a decade or two have moved beyond the 
body-count phase and are more concerned about the entire 
experience. Killing matters far less than seeing birds and 
spending a few hours in the marsh. Parents, even those with 
little waterfowl experience, likely get far more joy in watching 

The Youth Hunt Factor 
Are Special Seasons Recruiting New Hunters or Just Causing a Rift Among Waterfowlers? 

Special Wildfowl Report, By David Hart, Wildfowl Ma gazine, August 2009 
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their son or daughter have a great hunt than they get from 
pulling the trigger themselves. 
 “If we are selling hunting as just piles of birds, then 
we’ve done something wrong,” Devney said. “Besides, it’s not 
like these kids are limiting out left and right, but I can 
guarantee you they are having fun.” 
 There is nothing like watching a boy or girl focused 
on a flock of ducks circling a decoy spread. The nervous 
anticipation is almost palpable as young hunters grip their 
shotguns, waiting for the inevitable call to take ‘em. Hit or 
miss, a kid’s all smiles. He’s happy to be there, the center of 
attention and the star of a day dedicated entirely to him. 
What’s not to like about that? Youth days are quite popular in 
many states, including Minnesota, where an estimated 23,400 
boys and girls took to the state’s marshes and fields in 2005. 
Those kids killed about 41,000 ducks and 8,000 geese, 
according to Cordts. 
 “Thirteen percent of adult waterfowl hunters took an 
average of 1.6 kids on the youth day that year,” he said. 
“That’s pretty good and I think it shows how much adults like 
the season, as well.” 
 How well? Sixty-five percent of the state’s waterfowl 
hunters either supported the youth day or strongly supported it, 
compared to 23 percent who are either opposed or strongly 
opposed to the youth-only day. 

Do they work 
 After 13 years of set-aside days 
for hunters under 16, many adults are 
beginning to take a closer look at these 
seasons and asking: Are they actually 
helping boost hunter numbers? 
 The answer seems to be a 
resounding “no.” The proof lies not just in 
national statistics, but in the trend of 
hunters in traditional waterfowling states. 
South Dakota, brimming with public 
opportunities and filled with birds, is 
seeing a decline in hunters. Minnesota, 
which has one of the highest duck and 
goose hunter numbers per capita, has also 
seen a dramatic decrease in the sale of 
state waterfowl stamps despite the 
popularity of youth hunts. Cordts said the 
DNR sold about 130,000 stamps in 2000, 
but expects to sell fewer than 100,000 in 2009. 
 “We lost 15,000 hunters in 2005 alone,” he noted. 
 More often than not, youth days attract kids who 
already come from families with a strong hunting tradition and 
who will probably hunt with an adult during the regular season 
anyway. Even one-day immersion events that include a 
conservation program and a morning hunt with a mentor will 
likely have little overall effect on recruitment efforts. 
 “It takes much more than a day in a blind to make a 
hunter,” said Bob Norton, a retired psychology professor from 
the University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse. A lifelong 
outdoorsman, Norton conducted a lengthy study for the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service on waterfowl hunter attitudes and 
behavior. “Hunting is a learned skill that takes years to hone, 
and ideally, one that starts with basic woodsmanship before a 
child is old enough to carry a gun,” he said. 

 Cordts insists doing something to promote hunting to 
boys and girls is better than doing nothing at all, especially if 
those kids have a lot of shooting opportunities they might not 
get during the regular season. 

Fish in a barrel? 
 A lit of shooting, however, is exactly why many 
hunters don’t like set-aside days, particularly in states where 
the youth season falls before the general season opener. With 
so many birds that have never seen a decoy spread or heard the 
unmistakable pop-pop-pop of a 12 gauge autoloader aimed at 
them, the hunting can be downright easy. 
 “Too easy,” said Dave Woods, a 34-year-old Oakdale, 
Minnesota waterfowler. Easy ducks can lead to unrealistic 
expectations rarely fulfilled during the regular season. 
 “Beginning hunters need to be taught what it’s really 
like duck or goose hunting during the regular season when 
there are other hunters out in the marsh and the birds aren’t 
like fish in a barrel,” he said. “When these kids go out during 
the regular season, they get discouraged and end up giving up 
because it’s never as easy as it is on youth days, especially if 
they are hunting on a refuge.” 
 Not so, Norton said. Based on his study, which 
spanned nearly 25 years, he identified five stages hunters go 
through as they mature. 

 The first stage? Action. 
 “A beginning hunters needs 
action in order to advance to the other 
stages,” he said. “Without successfully 
fulfilling the need for lots of shooting, 
even if they don’t bag anything, they 
often won’t advance to the second stage 
and ultimately turn into lifelong hunters. 
A special youth day may contribute to 
the first stage because they often get to 
shoot a lot.” 
 In other words, without prime 
opportunities, beginning hunters tend to 
get discouraged. That’s just the way 
kids are. From a wider perspective, 
getting as many kids as possible into a 
duck blind will serve a higher purpose 
in the long run, whether or not they kill 
any birds or plan to hunt again. Any boy 
or girl given an opportunity to hunt 

ducks in a supportive environment will likely have a positive 
image of the sport, even if they never touch a duck call or pick 
up a shotgun again. 
 “In 20 or 20 years, when they are at a cocktail party 
or some social gathering and someone tries to put down 
hunting, you can be sure they will defend hunting because they 
will at least know what it’s about and how much hunters 
actually care for the resource,” Devney said. “Non-hunters can 
be our best allies.” 

Equal opportunity hunting 
 Franke understands the need for allies, and has no 
problem promoting waterfowl hunting to new hunters of any 
age. He plans to take his grandchildren to a marsh during the 
youth season, even though he is opposed to the way Illinois 
runs its youth hunt. Woods is also eager to get new hunters 
into the sport. One of his fondest memories was the look on a 

 



 9 

friend’s face after he killed his first goose. His partner had 
never hunted before and Woods was more than happy to 
introduce him to the highs and lows of a typical waterfowl 
hunt. His friend is now a serious hunter. 
 “We don’t need a special day for anyone because I 
can take a new hunter anytime I can hunt myself,” Woods said.  
 Supporters of youth days agree that simply offering 
kids a free day isn’t the ultimate answer to rescuing the 
hunting tradition. It’s going to take a conscious effort by all 
hunters to bring new blood into the sport, no matter the ages of 
those new participants. The good news is many hunters are 
actually bringing new hunters afield, even if license sales don’t 
reflect it yet. 
 According to an unscientific online survey of Delta 
Waterfowl members, 91 percent have introduced at least one 
non-family member to hunting. Delta and other groups are also 
ramping up efforts to reach out to adults. Delta recently held a 
hunt for students from university wildlife and biology 
programs in Canada because many students who are pursuing 
degrees in wildlife biology don’t come from a hunting family. 
Some have no background in hunting at all. Biologists who 
hunt will have a far better understanding of the role of hunting 
and hunters in wildlife management. 
 Franke agreed that recruitment efforts need to be 
reevaluated. He wonders why the age limit for youth hunts is 
set at 16 in Illinois. Seventeen and 18-year-olds have the 
means to hunt on their own and are more likely to buy licenses 
and equipment than a 12-year-old, he argued. 
 However, even if various recruitment efforts work, 
Franke and Woods would like to know where those new guns 
will go. Minnesota has lost a huge amount of huntable land to 
development in the past 20 years, and other states are also 
dealing with public wildlife areas that don’t have room for 
more hunters. That’s why Woods thinks states should put more 
emphasis on creating new opportunities before they push to 
increase participation. Even the most enthusiastic kid will 
eventually give up if he doesn’t have a good place to go. 
 If nothing else, Franke would like to see a change in 
the season structure, allowing more time between the youth 
season and the regular season. That would give local birds time 
to return to normal preseason habits before opening day, and it 
would afford everyone equal opportunities. He would also like 
the second day of the youth season moved to the end of the 
regular season so kids get a taste of hunting under tough 
conditions. Arkansas actually holds both youth days at the tail 
end of the regular season. So does Mississippi and Tennessee. 
Other states set youth season between splits, giving kids their 
own day or two, but not until all hunters have had at least a 
short season first. However, it’s unlikely Franke and other 
concerned duck hunters in Illinois will get their wish any time 
soon. 
 “The DNR has no interest in making any changes 
even after we made a pretty strong case for doing so,” he 
lamented. “It’s almost like adult hunters are being pushed 
aside for the sake of kids.”    ### 
 
 
 
 
 

Riverbend Catfish Tournament Trail 
Results for August 8, 2009 

Justin Wolfe 
 

 
 

On August 8, 2009, the Riverbend Catfish 
Tournament Trail held their last qualifying event of 2009 in 
Alton, IL on the Mississippi River.  Conditions for the 
tournament were ideal for catching catfish in August on the 
Mississippi River with the temperature around 90 degrees with 
a lot of humidity.  This was a night tournament with anglers 
leaving the takeoff area at 3pm and returning by 1am with their 
5 fish limit.  There were expectations of several large catfish 
being brought to the scales in this tournament, but that was not 
the case this time.   Of the 29 teams that signed up for this 
tournament most of them filled their limit by catching 90 
catfish with a total tournament weight of 1337.9lbs, but most 
of the catfish that were being caught were in the 10 to 20lb 
range.   

The points division showed almost no change in the 
top spots with Danny Salfen still in a commanding lead with a 
14 point advantage.  It’s pretty much his to loose at this point 
with only the Riverbend Classic left to fish in 2009.  Just for 
an example, the second place team in the points division would 
have to finish 14 places ahead of Danny in the Classic just to 
tie him.  Please visit www.mwhi.org to view the Points 
Division standing. 

Since this was the last regular season tournament for 
2009, I would like to thank all the anglers, volunteers, 
spectators and sponsors that supported the Riverbend Catfish 
Tournament trail in 2009.  Also, there have been some ideas 
talked about this year to change the trails format a little bit so 
that the trail does not become stale and keep the old and new 
teams around for years to come.  So I have decided to make 
some changes for 2010 that will hopefully benefit the trail in 
the long run and bring some more excitement to the Riverbend 
Trail, so keep your eyes open for next year’s schedule.  Thanks 
again and I’ll see everyone who qualified at the Classic on 
September 12 & 13th.    
Here are the Results: 

 

1st place:  124.9lbs Rick Bracken & Derech Decker (St. Louis) 
2nd place: 112.0lbs Joe Ludtke & Jerry Cline II (Springfield) 
3rd place:  99.8lbs Danny Salfen (Foristelle, Mo.) 
4th place:  90.6lbs Bill Rowe & Kyle Dooley (St. Charles) 
Big Fish: 38.8lbs Todd & Mike Heddrick (Benld, IL.) 
 

Payout: 
1st place: $783;  2nd place: $392; 3rd place: $235;  
4th place: $157; Big Fish: $580             ### 

Support Your Club! 
 

Sign Up a New Member 
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Enjoy Fall at a National Wildlife Refuge  
U. S. Fish and Wildlife, 8/4/2009   

  
A world of seasonal wonders awaits you this fall 

at a National Wildlife Refuge. The National Wildlife 
Refuge System, managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, is the world’s premier system of public lands 
and waters set aside to conserve America’s fish, wildlife 
and plants. There is a National Wildlife Refuge within an 
hour’s drive of most major cities. 

Premier Hunting Experiences Accessible… 
  Where is the closest National Wildlife Refuge 
that offers turkey hunting for people with disabilities? 
  You don’t need to guess or start phoning names 
on a long list. A new National Wildlife Refuge System 
interactive Web site, Your Guide to Hunting on National 
Wildlife Refuges,(http://www.fws.gov/refuges/hunting) 
provides hunters with an easy search mechanism to find 
a refuge by special interest, such as game species (i.e. 
deer, waterfowl, big game), zip code, youth or special 
needs (i.e. universally accessible), or using any 
combination of topics. You can also search by a refuge 
name or state name. 
  More than 2 million hunters visit National 
Wildlife Refuges each year. Hunting, within specified 
limits, is permitted on more than 300 refuges. Of these, 
43, including Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge in 
Maryland and Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuge in 
Arizona offer accessible turkey hunting; 97 refuges offer 
youth hunts. 
  While definitions of hunting categories vary by 
refuge and state, migratory bird hunting generally 
includes ducks and geese. Small game hunting includes 
animals, such as rabbit, squirrel and raccoon. Big game 
hunting may cover animals like elk, moose and bear. 
  Refuge hunts are carefully managed to give 
hunters a quality experience according to four guiding 
principles: manage wildlife populations consistent with 
approved management plans; promote visitor 
understanding and appreciation for America’s natural 
wildlife resources; provide quality recreational and 
educational experiences; and minimize conflicts with 
visitors participating in other wildlife-dependent 
recreational activities. 
  The instructive Web site offers additional 
information and includes tips to hunters, facts on archery 
hunting, special stories about hunting in Alaska and 
becoming a more effective waterfowl hunter. In addition, 
information on state hunting licenses is provided. For 
those who wish to bring the guide with them; it is 
available as a downloadable publication organized by 
state. 

### 
 

 
IDNR Memo 8/4/2009 

 

Regular Season Goose Bag Limits in IL 
 

During the regular goose seasons (after the 
September season) the following bag and 
possession limits will apply in Illinois: 
 

Canada Goose – 2 daily and 4 in possession 
 

White-fronted Goose – 2 daily and 4 in possession 
 

Light Geese (includes snow, blue and Ross’ geese) – 
20 daily and no limit on possession during regular 
snow goose season;  during the conservation order 
season that starts after the regular Canada goose 
season there is no bag or possession limits on light 
geese.  
 

Brant (extremely rare in IL, found in Lake Michigan 
area primarily) – 1 daily and 2 in possession   

 
Help Block Animal Rightist 

Regulatory Czar 
U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 7/23/09 

  

Senator John Cornyn (R- TX) has blocked 
President Obama’s choice for a powerful regulatory 
position in the White House because of the nominee’s 
support for animal rights.  He’s done his part, now 
sportsmen need to do theirs.   Your support is needed to 
make sure the block, known technically as a “hold,” 
stays in place.  

Cass Sunstein, the president’s pick to head the 
powerful Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs 
(OIRA), has been an advocate for the animal rights 
movement and is an anti-hunter.  As a part of the federal 
budget office, OIRA has extensive authority to block 
rules, including those that protect hunting and 
conservation.    

Sunstein claims that, “we might ban hunting 
altogether, at least if it’s sole purpose is human 
recreation.” He also supports allowing lawsuits on 
behalf of animals, a right currently only extended to 
human beings.   

That is why it is crucial that the block remains in 
place.     
Take Action! Sportsmen nationwide should contact their 
U.S. senators and ask them to support Sen. Cornyn’s 
hold on Sunstein.  Let them know that you are deeply 
concerned by Sunstein’s radical statements about hunting 
and animal rights.  Ask your Senator to join Senator 
Cornyn by blocking this appointment.   

### 
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