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What was That?

Duane Hahnenkamp

After all the talk of a record hatch and one of ldngest flights to come down the pike in 50 years,
was it just me or was the last season one bigoen@ Even the guys who did kill ducks wanted theesea
to be over. | have to say that even though | dicel®me good days, this had to be one of my least
enjoyable seasons ever.

My only really bright spot was my hunting trip teNh Dakota. We saw lots of ducks and could
have shot our limits every day. Even as good as# we were handicapped by super wet field conditio
and standing crops. This kept us from getting toesof the better hunting areas and sloughs. Ther b
luck on the trip was that | came down with a baldl @m the drive up there. | hunted the first daglifey
crummy and ended up that day at a medical clineabse my lungs were starting to fill up. After sgiewy
more than $300.00 on a doctor’s bill and medicineent back to hunting and fighting my cold. | filya
stayed in the house and missed our last day tlema@ulse the cold was starting to win again. Byttme
almost everyone else there had my cold too. Adllinthree guys shooting about 100 ducks and geese
days is not a bad trip. The good news was thatrweds everywhere up there and we were able togame
of our old hotspots, some of these had not heléwfat ten years. | can tell you right now thatesd the
Dakotas have an absolute drought next summer, wittree a lot of ducks up there for years to come.

On the home front it was a different story. Letarswith a teal season that never was. After ¢dlk
record numbers of teal to be coming, everyone Igid topes, including me. | was working midnightslan
would watch strong gusty winds all night. | juseknthe teal would hit next morning. | would racerteg
grab the dog and gear, and still make it to Sturlpelby shooting time. Everything was perfect exteat
there were no teal anywhere. It was almost unttulekeo have cold fronts with perfect windy days aed
teal. In 5 or 6 trips, | only saw a total of tworlahes of teal. My only hope was that duck seasandvoe a
lot better.

After my trip to North Dakota, | made it home ime to watch three days of heavy rain. Around day
2 of the rains | realized that chances of me hasiggeat duck season were fading away as the haggrw
started to take off. After praying for a miracleeblized that my day before duck season wouldbkats
trying to save my decoys and stuff in the blinde Tiext day was the first opening day | ever misse3b
years of duck hunting. | told someone then thatgfarted raining again, our chances for a goesce
would be over.

After 10 days, we started putting decoys back adttaen the next week it rained 4 inches again. We
pulled everything and wondered if the floods woeN@r end. It was Thanksgiving week before we ggt an
decent hunting, but 2 weeks later the Lake stdresring up.

| hope the guys who want a later duck season reajlyyed their ice hunting. This was my duck
season, and southern lllinois was not much bdtthed not talk to anyone who said they had a regtigd
season. It seems the high water pretty well scraypeithe whole state from Peoria south. | guess inty o
hope now is to have the cold weather push the gmse. Between you and me, | am ready for someaglob
warming with hot summers, no floods and warmer arst
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Bob Barker Gives Another Million to Animal Rights Cause

Former Game Show Host Donates $1 Million to EstbAnimal Rights Professorship
11/4/09
In what is becoming a recurring theme, Bob Bartex,former host of the long running television gashew The
Price is Right, just announced that he is givingi#llion to his alma mater in order to create af@ssorship on
animal rights that will eventually develop intowdl fundergraduate degree program. Barker is awagi@nti-hunter.
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Area Ducks Hunters
Batchtown 3,087 2,828
Calhoun Point* 1,354 1,305
Glades* 718 944
Godar* 890 787
Stump Lake * 1,540 1,259

Total 7,589 7,123

2009 Duck and Goose Harvest

Preliminary Area Totals Summary
As posted on Two Rivers Outdoors Website 1/8/2010

* Four check stations not open the complete seasdue to flooding

Hours Ducks per Hunter  Hours per Duck
17,4175 1.09 5.64
7,080.5 1.04 5.23
5,567.5 0.76 7.75
5,329.5 1.13 5.99
6,896 1.22 4.48
42,291 1.07 5.57

Pike Still Best in State for Deer Hunting

Two Rivers Outdoors Website

Pike County continues to reign as the deer hunting
capital of the state after the last fire arm season

For the second season, Dec. 3-6, hunters harvested
33,293 deer statewide, 1,253 in Pike County. In the
first season, Pike had 2,012 deer harvested making
total kill 3,265, down 77 from last year.

“'m not going to say there were less deer,” Tim
Krumweide, wildlife biologist with the lllinois
Department of Natural Resources in Pittsfield, said
“But | think with all the standing corn, hunterswsa
fewer deer.”

Krumweide said the correlation between the corn
harvest and the deer harvest was direct.

“For example, in the first season, there was mora c
not harvested in Adams County than last year aad th
kill was down eight percent,” Krumweide. “In
Hancock County, where the harvest was much further
behind than in Pike or Adams, it was down 23 pdrcen
The still-standing corn was a definite factor.”

Levi Ladner, a local taxidermist, says his business
from the firearm season is down.

“Archery wise, I'm OK and I've got a lot of deeroim
Missouri and lowa, but not many locally,” Ladneidsa
Ladner said the deer he does have are nice deer.
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“l think the number of bucks is still good,” he dai
“But people just aren’t seeing a lot of deer ouéral

Ladner said he couldn't be sure if the populatisn i
down, the corn and/or weather was a factor or et
issue was or if it were a combination of a number o
factors.

“It's not just here,” he said. “A friend of mine in
Waverly, who is also a taxidermist, said he was mow
also.”

IDNR officials say the difference in last year 108 is
negligible.

“Harvest during the second season was nearly icinti

to last year,” lllinois Department of Natural Resms
(IDNR) Forest Wildlife Program Manager Paul
Shelton, said. “We did experience a slow startndur
the first firearm season. However, there are gkhty

of hunting opportunities for hunters with muzzlelea
season and an expanded archery and late-winter
firearm season.”

Surrounding counties and the difference since last
season were: Adams County, down, 169; Brown
County, up three; Calhoun County, up 40; Greene,
down 99; Morgan County, up 86; Scott County, down
18.
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Hunting and Fishing Fee Increase
IDNR Director Marc Miller, UP Front, Outdootllinois January

One of the recommendations of the 2009
Conservation Congress was to pass an immediate
funding bill, raising license fees that in sometdmges
have remained the same price for more than 35 years

The increases would generate $3 million, all
dedicated to benefiting Illinois’ fish and wildlife
During the fall veto session, both the House anthfte
approved Senate Bill 1846, increasing fishing and
hunting license fees—an accomplishment due in large
part to the hard work of constituents groups. Irlyea
December, Gov. Pat Quinn signed the bill, allowtime
increases to become effective for the 2010 calendar
year.

Two landmark bills approved by the U.S.
Congress, the Pittman-Robertson Act of 1937 and the
Dingle-Johnson Act of 1950, created frameworks for
all state fish and wildlife agencies and the U.BhF
and Wildlife Service to work cooperatively on fiahd
wildlife restoration programs. Conservationistsater
these two acts as major successes in this country’s
conservation movement.

It is the strong language within these bills that
protects your lllinois license fees from diversibom
the Fish and Wildlife Fund. With these protections
place, Senate Bill 1846 brings the charges fondig
licenses and fees to a level comparable with other
Midwestern states.

Migratory Waterfowl Fee—The State Migratory
Waterfowl Stamp will increase fror$10 to $15, with
the funds dedicated tdmproving and maintaining
waterfowl areas.

Deer Hunting Permit Fee—For approximately 25
years, the Resident Deer Hunting Permit fee hanm bee
$15. Additional revenues will support hiring a
number of professional wildlife managers. Youthrdee
and Chronic Wasting Disease permit fees remain
unchanged, at $10 and $5, respectively. A doe-only

permit will increase by $2.50, to  $17.50, while a
either sex deer permit will increase by $10 to $25.
Fishing License Fees-The last fishing license
increase was more than 10 years ago. The additional
revenue will support fish and aquatic management
efforts. Increases are as follows:

« resident fishing licenses from $12.50 to $14.50

» non-resident 10-day fishing license from $12.60 t
$19.50

» non-resident annual fishing license from $24.60 t
$31.50

Hunting License Fees—Resident hunting license fees
have remained unchanged since 1974. The additional
revenue will fund an increase in professional viftdl
managers as funds become available. Increasesare a
follows:

« resident hunting license from $7 to $12

* non-resident annual hunting licenses from $5850

* non-resident 10-day hunting licenses from $2836

DNR is striving to be good stewards of
lllinois’ natural resources and your money. The
additional revenues generated by the increasebeill
used for two purposes: to support wildlife programs
and begin rebuilding the agency.

Critical positions—some vacant for the better
part of a decade—will be filled. To address thednee
for trained professionals responsible for administe
our wild turkey, deer and grassland wildlife pragsa
we will be hiring wildlife biologists.

For decades, sportsmen and women have
supported conservation programs and services throug
their purchases of licenses and fees. While we will
strive to recruit other users and beneficiarieDbIR
programs, your continued support is greatly
appreciated. Through your generous support, this
department will survive and continue to grow.

Hi#H

IDNR News Bits,January 7, 2010

Deer Harvest Update Hunters harvested a preliminary total of 9,48&rdduring the first segment of the
Late-Winter Antlerless Deer Season and the Sp&MD Deer Season on Dec. 31-Jan. 3. This is tBe i
time that firearm deer hunting has been offereanduthis period as part of the expanded Late-Wiatet
Special CWD seasons. The top five preliminary ¢puinarvest totals on Dec. 31-Jan. 3 were Pike (441)
Fulton (378), Jo Daviess (346), Adams (280), andyW#a(245). The lllinois Archery Deer Hunting
Season continues through Jan. 17. The prelimis@atgwide 2009-2010 archery harvest through Jan. 3
was 61,567, compared with 61,734 for the same datibe 2008-2009 archery season.
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Without going

ALERT - Supreme Court Case on

Chicago Handgun Ban
ISRA Notice 12/31/2009

Yesterday the City of Chicago filed their brief in
response in the US Supreme Court case brought by

the

Illinois State Rifle Association. The case,

McDonald v Chicago, seeks to overturn Chicago's
handgun ban and punitive registration process.

This is the most important case in U.S. history

concerning the Second Amendment and it is the
ISRA's case. Can state and local governments take
away your Second Amendment Rights? Or is the Right
to Keep and Bear Arms so fundamental that it is

protected by being incorporated against the states
through the 14th Amendment to the US Constitution?

into a bunch of legal language,

Chicago's brief is their attempt to make sure that
handgun ban lives on.

These are the next steps in this case:

1. Our reply to what Chicago just submitted is due
January 29.

2. Oral Arguments in the case have been schedated f
March 2.

3. The court is expected to deliver a decision rlear
end of June.

The outcome of this case is expected to affect the
status of the Second Amendment across the nafion. |
we win, it does not mean that the fight is oveméans
that next phase of the fight has begun.

The City of Chicago is using tax dollars pay foe th
defense in this case, in order to keep preventigg i
residents being able to have effective self-defeatse

home. Of course, no tax payer monies are being used

to defend your Second Amendment rights! The legal
effort behind the McDonald case is paid for prilsate

The ISRA needs your support and your contributions
to keep this case, and the inevitable follow-upesas
moving forward.
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS

NRA Update on Gun Bills1-800-392-8683

Federal Senate Offic&-202-224-3121

Federal House Office4-202-225-3121

lllinois State Rifle Associatiod-815-635-3198 _ www.isra.org
lllinois Senate Informationl-217-782-4517

lllinois House Information1-217-782-8223

Sen. Deana Demuzie- 49" District

Tel: 217-854-4441

Sen. Kyle McCarter— 5T District
Tel: (217) 428-4068

Sen. John O. Jones- 54" District
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net

Sen. William R. Haine— 56" District
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.u

Sen. James F. Clayborne 57" District
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us

Sen. David Luechtefeld- 58" District

Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com
Rep. Jim Watson— 97" District

Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com
Rep. Gary Hannig— 98" District

Tel: 217-839-2859 E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.statesil.
Rep. Ron Stephens- 102" District

Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net

Rep. John D. Cavaletto- 107" District
Tel:618-548-9080

Rep. Jay Hoffman— 112 District

Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net
Rep. Thomas Holbrook— 113" District

Tel: 618-394-2211 tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us
Rep. Eddie Lee Jackson, Jr— 114" District

Tel: 618-875-9950

Rep. Mike Bost— 118" District

Tel: 618-457-5787 mikebost@midwestmail.com
Rep. Dan Reitz— 118" District

Tel: 618-443-5757 HEnail: dreitz@egyptian.net

Rep. Jerry F. Costello - 12" District

Tel: 618-233-8026 E-mail:_jfc.il12@mail.house.gov
Rep. John Shimkus -19" District

Tel: 618-344-3065 E-mail;_house.gov/shimkus

Sen. Richard J. Durbin

Tel: 312-353-4952 E-mail: dick@durbin.senate.gov

Sen. Roland W. Burris
Tel: 202-224-2152




'Scrooge' Daley Squanders $$
Defending Gun Ban:; Shuts Down

Chicago Services
CCRKBA Press Release, 12/23009

BELLEVUE, Wash., Dec. 22
/PRNewswire-USNewswire/ Chicago Mayor
Richard Daley is sending city employees home
without pay on Christmas Eve, "just like Ebenezer
Scrooge would have done,” yet he continues
squandering scarce city funds defending an
unconscionable, and soon-to-be unconstitutional,
handgun ban, the Citizens Committee for the Right
to Keep and Bear Arms said today.

"This is an indefensible ban designed to

With more than 650,000 members and
supporters nationwide, the Citizens Committee for
the Right to Keep and Bear Arms (www.ccrkba.org)
is one of the nation's premier gun rights
organizations. As a non-profit organization, the
Citizens Committee is dedicated to preserving
firearms freedoms through active lobbying of

elected officials and facilitating grass-roots
organization of gun rights activists in local
communities throughout the United States.  ###

ISRA URGENT ALERT:
Jim Ryan Declares War on Law-Abiding
lllinois Gun Owners

leave Chicago citizens defenseless,” said CCRKBA In an Associated Press wire story released
Chairman Alan Gottlieb, "yet Mayor Daley is vyesterday, Republican gubernatorial candidate Jim
perfectly comfortable pouring public funds down a Ryan pledged to sign a ban on “Assault Weapons”
hole darker than the grave of Jacob Marley, cliggin and promised to veto any “Concealed Carry”
to a law that has been a public safety disaster. legislation that reaches his desk.

"This folly has cost the citizens of Chicago In making these pronouncements, Jim
untold thousands of dollars,” he continued, "and Ryan was very clear that he would wholeheartedly
what do they have to show for it? Public employees support legislation that would result in the bad an
don't even get a lump of coal in their Christmas confiscation of most of the guns in your safe. You
stockings, only a day off without pay. Daley has would have two choices — either surrender your
had years to repeal this law and turn over a new banned firearms to the police, or the police wél b
leaf, but his only response has essentially beah,'B  kicking down your door to take them. Ryan could

Humbug""

The city is being sued by the Second
Amendment Foundation, lllinois State Rifle
Association and four individual citizens to overtur

not have made the point any clearer.

Ryan was equally clear about your right to
defend yourself. By pledging to veto concealed
carry legislation, Ryan is telling you that he wabul

its long-standing handgun ban. That case is gaing t rather see you unarmed, being beaten and
be argued before the U.S. Supreme Court on Marchhumiliated by a gang of hooligans than to see you
2, and a ruling is expected sometime in June. Thiswith a gun in your hand. Ryan also has a message
case could provide a landmark decision that for your wife, your mother, your daughter, your
incorporates the Second Amendment to the statesgirlfriend. That message is that he would rather
through the 14th Amendment. see her laying dead in an alley with her pantyhose

"Daley is claiming that every dollar saved
from these unpaid furlough days helps save jobs,"
Gottlieb noted, "but maybe it's time to ask this
Grinch just how much money is being spent to

knotted around her neck than to see her with a gun
in her hand. Ryan could not have made the point
any clearer.

Just as he did in the 2002 gubernatorial

defend his gun ban. Surely that money could be far race, Jim Ryan has proven himself to be cut from
better spent by the citizens, and the employeesthe same cloth as Chicago Democrats such as
whose pockets are being emptied for the holidays. Richie Daley, Barack Obama, and Rod
"Here's hoping that Daley is visited by the Blagojevich.
ghost of Christmas Future Thursday night,” he Any gun owner who would vote for Jim
concluded, "and that he sees a happier Chicago,Ryan has to be out of his or her mind. Please make
where citizens will be safer once their rights are a promise to yourself, right now, this moment, that
protected by the Supreme Court." you will not let yourself be pushed around and lied
to by guys like Jim Ryan. #HiH



Matt Baalman, owner of Midwest Illlinois
Taxidermy in Batchtown, won the following
awards at the lllinois Taxidermy Associatign
Show in Decatur:

Best of Category Whitetall,
Best Professional Entry,
Most Original Award,

and the Jody Green Award.

He also attended the World Taxidermy
Convention in St. Charles, Mo. and received Fjrst
Place Whitetail in the Professional Division.

Contact Matt Baalman at 618-396-2529

Obama Gets a B Minus on HSUS “Report Card”
U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 12/30/09

Prior to the 2008 election, the Humane Societyheflinited States’ lobbying wing, the Humane
Society Legislative Fund (HSLF) endorgb@n Senator Barack Obama for President. AftesiBent
Obama’s first year in the top job, the HSLF appéairty happy with their endorsement decision, gizhim
a “B minus” in the newly issued report.

Wayne Pacelle, the Humane Society of the UniteteStdHSUS) president and CEQO, bloggembut
the report card last week saying that, “This Adsiir@tion is far better than the last one on anjnadection
issues.” Pacelle goes on to say that it is the SfSttention “to work with the Administration to rke
progress in this important policy and enforcemeatm in 2010 and beyond.”

Despite this solid grade, Pacelle did criticize Atgninistration for removing the Northern Rocky
Mountain wolf population from the Endangered Spetiist and for its efforts to the same for the Wast
Great Lakes population as well.

Pacelle outlined a series of the HSUS' top agetedasi for 2010, making clear where the anti-
hunting group means to push President Obama. Arniasg items include further efforts to “transition
non-lethal predator control methods” and to “cdlidata on animal cruelty crimes as a separate aateqy
DOJ databases that collect crime statistics.”

Given this broad agenda, it's no surprise thatHB&JS is seeking to install an “animal rights liaiso
in the White House in an effort to raise the Presits score to an “A.”

Support Your Club!
Signh Up a New Member !




Feeling Good

Don Bekeleski, Illinois State Rifle Association, 129/2009

As | read more articles and hear more things irvemsations, it's amazing how | am hearing more2nd
Amendment things. | get the NRA alerts and therel® of good news for we believers in freedoms ¥&s
true!! Oh attacks are still coming, but more peapie fighting back.

Just make sure you check the background of evasppeg/ou vote for, even if it means calling his pangn
headquarters and asking his or her stance on guroto

Despite the Democratic controlled Congress, we lgawdack conceal carry in our National Parks. Now,
please if you're a Democrat, don’t take that agnanlt. There are many pro-gun Democrats in the U.S
Congress, plus in our very own state legislatuweté for one of them every time he comes up fectebn.

It's just a generally known conclusion that mosbaf fight for freedom is against Liberal Democnatso
wish to take away your 2nd Amendment rights ateeéance they can. You can see it in the foolidls bi
they bring up for passage. They usually containesoffithe-wall, really crazy thing that they thinkll stop
crime or criminals.

You see, you can't legislate behavior! If a persgoing to do something criminal, they are goinglo it
and no law in the land will stop them ---BUT--- nivadx a law that severely punishes that act of crame
carrying through with the punishment will definitehake the next person think, “Is it worth a lethal
injection or spending 30 years in prison?”

How many times have they heard, “Criminals are orats and they don’t obey laws.” But somehow
common sense to them doesn’'t make common sen&\sgo ahead and present another no-common-
sense bill. What will it take? Why is it so hardtiink sensible? We all went to school and we altked on
little stories to correct what didn’t make sensé¢hia story. Did they forget all that?

Anyway more and more people are joining our causaw that from the crowd on IGOLD day and | can’t
wait to see everyone bring someone else next tirudls are showing more and more people want leds a
less gun control and more criminal control. Tha'sustill argue that conceal carry doesn’t work.t Yiee
have all kinds of stories and statistics to prdawioies. But will they admit it—NO!

| heard one comment on the radio from one of thies after the appeals court rejected the NRA’s AND
ISRA’s lawsuit and it was that thelon't see people defending themselves daily bgyoay a handgun.
Well guess what—you won't see it daltecause 48 states are carrying and the bad giopiscared he
may lose his life committing an armed robbery.

So you see since the people in Dodge are carrying,dhe bad guys think twice, decide no, so dady
don’t have people needing tiefend themselves with their guns! Yet daily asritgs country someone
really is defending themselves in some way. Buy fhst won't print it! Now do you get it Mr. Libela

Anyway rejoice that more Americans are finding that the Founding Fathers were right when they, said
“THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS SHAINOT BE INFRINGED!”
Emphasis mine!

God bless all of you newcomers and we welcome yitlu @pen arms! Please continue to be very vocal
about the 2nd Amendment and don’t back down to m@waying otherwise. We cherish your fellowship
with us and please if you don’t belong to the ISRénsider this the time to jump in the ranks wigh u



CRP: Is the Cadillac of Conservation Programs on Lfe Support?

Delta Waterfowl

It's easy to get lost in the alphabet soup of faleonservation programs, but if you're a duck leuaind care|
about the future of our heritage, there’s one agrogyou simply cannot forget—CRP.

CRP is the Conservation Reserve Program, arguhblynost sweepingly beneficial, voluntary priveaads
conservation initiative ever hatched by the fedgmadernment. But the Cadillac of Conservation paogg, it seems, i$
loosing its luster and support. The political clasdVashington D.C., among others, is debatingnigortance and
usefulness in this age of bio-fuels and alternagimergy. Translation: The scalpel has been unskéathd cuts are
likely on the horizon.

In fact, in September at a CRP “listening sessiortVashington state, the U.S. Department of Adtica’s
Farm Service Agency announced that one of its ¢gatiptions” is to cut program acres nationwide fnmughly 32
to 24 million. The “listening session” was partrohe public meetings across the country by the US®Aalibrate
public opinion on CRP.

Buckle up: CRP as we hunters know it is likelyngpto change, and perhaps radically so.

First Duck Hunt

Evan Lacy enjoyed his very first duck hunt this
past season.

Just 3 ¥z years old, he toughed it out and had a
great time checking out Papa Greg’'s (Franke)
decoy spread from the top of the duck blind.

HSUS Pushes for Animal Rightist in the White House
U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 12/23/09

The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS)lafgest anti-hunting group in the country, is ngpits followers
sign a petition urging President Obama to appairitfamimal Protection Liaison” in the White Househi§ liaison
would undoubtedly be promoting HSUS's radical anirights agenda.

The appeatomes directly from HSUS President and CEO, Wdaeelle. In it, he states,

“We have developed a change agenda for animalshvautlines 100 immediate steps the Obama Admmatieh can
take to help animals -- including millions of pefesym animals, laboratory animals, and wildlife.td#our help, we
can ensure the Administration is addressing theteat animal protection issues in an ongoing andtained way.”
Never before has there been a specific memberedMhite House staff devoted exclusively to the ahinghts
issues. Given the current political climate, theoant of influence this appointee might have on ubblicy raises
serious concerns.

“As if having ‘Regulatory Czar’ Cass Sunstein ie tBbama Administration isn’t enough, now sportsmey be
confronted with a dedicated animal rightist dowa kall from the President, whispering in his eaaitl Bud Pidgeon
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance president and CEO. “TI&SW is watching this closely and looking to see howest
combat this ridiculous and potentially dangeroeaitl ###

10



11



