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Tim Watson Memorial Benefit Shoot 
 

Saturday, May 15, 2010 
 

at the Otter Creek Hunting Club, Jerseyville, IL 
 

75 birds for $40.00 
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MWHI OFFICERS 

President 

Scott Bryant 
217-983-2025 (home) 
618-535-0151 (cell) 

Vice-President 

John Gineris 
Banquet Chairman 
618-786-2596 

Treasurer 

Larry Franklin 
618-465-5686 
 

Membership Secretary 

Mike Devening 
618-259-6181 

Correspondence Secretary 

Jeremy Maggart 
618-535-4997 

Recording Secretary 

Blain Jones 

 MWHI DIRECTORS 
 
Bob Jones 
Area Projects Chairman 
IFOR Board Representative 
618-498-4724 
618-578-9547 (cell) 
 

Eric Rhuede 
Wood Duck Nest Box Chairman 
618-410-9853 
 

Andy Carey 
618-786-3771 
 

Denny Ward 
618-498-9855 
 
 

Dave Geisler 
618-576-9845 
 

Justin Wolfe 
Carlyle Lake Area Projects Chairman 
Catfish Tournament Chairman 
618-377-0397 
 
Brian Arnold 
618-786-4868 
 
Craig Sondker 
COE Chairman 
Refuge Chairman 
618-593-8421 
 
Mike Arnold 
618-786-2300 
 
Kevin Brooks 

618-535-1724 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, May 3, 2010 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 
Saturday, May 8, 2010 

2nd t RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT TRAIL 
at Alton, IL Marina 6:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Please call 618-377-0397 for more information. 
 

Saturday, May 15, 2010 
MWHI Tim Watson Memorial Benefit Shoot 

at Otter Creek Hunting Club, Jerseyville 
Please call Craig at 618-593-8421 for more information. 

Monday, June 7, 2010 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

Saturday, April 10, 2010 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 

MWHI GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING         
at Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 

in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 pm 
 

Saturday, July 10, 2010 
3rd  RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT TRAIL 

at Alton, IL Marina 3:00 pm – 12:00 am 
Please call 618-377-0397 for more information. 

Monday, July 12, 2010 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 
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The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services 



 3 

 

Articles for the Sentry 
Duane Hahnenkamp 

 
April is here and the waterfowl season of 2009 is long over. The things we look forward to now is turkey season and 

crappie season. The only good news concerning waterfowl at this time is about spring flooding up in the Dakotas and 
Canada. We will have to watch the weather up north to see how the hatch goes, but for now things look to be on the right 
track. 

On the home front, the spring floods are running and we will just have to see how much more rain is coming. 
Hopefully, we will get a half-way dry spring because we don’t need any more flood damage in our areas. It sounds like the 
big problem the next few months is going to be the money shortage in Springfield. Feed, water, or check stations, which 
ones will we get or do without. Like they say, stay tunes, it’s going to be a long summer. 

On a different note, I would like to talk about the last 12 years and the articles I wrote for the Sentry during that 
time. I never planned on doing this job and never had any ambitions to even try writing articles. It first came about when I 
took over the wood duck next box project for MWHI. I was asked to write a small article on our wood duck nest box 
workday that included a thank you to all the folks who helped and their names. Then, when I became president of MWHI, 
Rosi asked if I could help her out by writing articles for the ‘President’s Corner’ in the Sentry each month. After I stepped 
down as president, Rosi was looking for things to put in the Sentry and hinted that she could still use more articles if I 
wanted to continue on. I figured I was helping Rosi out and was also doing my part for the club. This is how I got started and 
why I have been writing articles this long. 

As I wrote these articles, I have always tried to stay with things pertaining to the club or waterfowl hunting. I tried 
to make some of the articles informational for our readers, along with some humor and facts. I have read before that you can 
tell if an article is good when you get a response to it. Well, over the years I have had some people tell me they liked my 
articles and a couple of times some people wanted to kick my butt. So, I guess you could say that what I wrote must have 
done its job. 

To all of our club members, we could always use more articles from you in the Sentry. If you would like to share a 
great hunt or friendly day in the duck blind, or even a difference of opinion within the club, your articles would be greatly 
appreciated and welcomed by all. Even if you only send one article a year, you could help the Sentry and the club. New 
people and new ideas are always a plus for any club or organization. Like I said, the only reason I kept doing this was to do 
my part to help this club. If you would like to help your club by writing an article, your effort would always be appreciated.  

### 
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It’s Time to Get Involved 
Craig Sondker, MWHI COE and Refuge Chairman 

 
On March 28th MWH.I held a wood duck nest box building day at Elk Heating and Cooling in Wood River, 

IL. There were six adults and one young man to build 50 boxes to support MWHI. With our membership approaching 
the 800 + mark, seven able bodies was a poor showing for such an event. 
  These boxes not only are a source of income for our club, but they also serve as a good advertisement tool for 
everyone who sees them in the outdoors.  I can darn sure bet that if a meeting were held to put up a fight to keep your 
check station open, or secure money to make sure you have water to hunt over, or if you were told there will no longer 
be a permanent blind to hunt out of in Region IV, not to mention if talk came up about eliminating some hunting areas 
for hiking and biking trails and for picnic grounds, there would be more than six adults and one youth showing up.  In 
fact, there is probably not a hall large enough in our area to hold all who would be concerned and want to gripe. 
  For those of you who say "they can't do that" to any issue that may arise in the waterfowl hunting world, you 
better let go of your security blanket and have Mom quit tucking you in at night.  We as hunters are only guests on our 
hunting areas, and "they" can do any darn thing they want to it.  It's only because of groups like MWHI that we have a 
voice to try to get things we want accomplished.  As I was always taught growing up, the outdoors is a great place, but 
you can't always just take - you need to give back more than you take. Through MWHI we have many opportunities to 
do just that - GIVE BACK!   
  Many of you just sit back and say MWHI will take care of the problems in our hunting areas. Well, if you are a 
member, you need to get involved, and if you're a hunter and are not a member, what's your excuse and what do you 
do to give back?  We, as a club, try to do many things that not only contribute to your hunting pleasure, but also hold 
events that allow you to get your family involved. This way, it is not just something else dad does with his hunting 
buddies while the family tries to figure out when he will be home. 
  In the past 40 years, MWHI has hosted family hog roasts, club picnics and fish fries, nights at the ball game, 
crappie tournaments, catfish tournaments, dances, trap/skeet/sporting clay tournaments, golf tournaments, duck and 
goose banding and release days, walked and rode in parades, banquets and much more.  Why have so many these 
events come and gone?  The answer is YOU.  It takes people to organize, conduct and carry out these events.   It takes 
many more than your six officers and ten board members can carry out.  

Do you know that many of your board members and officers have volunteered time to MWHI for at least five 
years, many for nearly ten years and some for nearly 40 years?  That is a lot of dedication to help you enjoy duck and 
goose season.  This April MWHI will turn 40 years old, serving you as a duck and goose hunter, and many events are 
planned; that is, if the board and officers don't wear out first.   
  Don't you think it might be time for you to get involved and do a little bit of that "giving back"?  MWHI board 
meetings are always the first Monday of the month unless it is a holiday or duck season.  They are open to all paying 
members and held at the MWHI office on Broadway in Alton.  You may also go to our website at mwhi.org to see 
what YOU can do to get involved and give back. ### 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 4/2010 

Document Could Spell Trouble for Sportsmen 
 

An internal memo from the U.S. Department of the Interior reveals plans to set aside millions of acres of federal lands, 
currently open to a multitude of users including sportsmen, as “National Monuments.”  These designations could be established 
by a stroke of President Obama’s pen with no oversight. 

The memo identifies approximately 13 million acres in nine western states for “National Monument” designation under 
the 1906 Antiquities Act.  The Act allows the President to make these designations without Congressional approval or local 
input.  

Though these designations do not automatically limit hunting, experience has shown they can limit access and 
conservation efforts.  For example, President Carter created millions of acres of National Park Service Monuments in Alaska 
which immediately closed the areas to sport hunting.  It took a subsequent act of Congress to undo many of these hunting 
closures.  President Clinton also created Monuments at the end of his term that created challenges for sportsmen.  

 “President Obama campaigned on keeping government decisions transparent to the public and we ask that he honor 
that pledge by not making a decision on Monument designations without first hearing the opinion of America’s sportsmen and 
other concerned citizens,” said Rob Sexton, U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) vice president for government affairs.  “The 
USSA will be watching closely and respond immediately if sportsmen and others are kept in the dark.”  
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ISRA ALERT 

4/20/2010 
CHICAGO POLITICIANS INTENT 
ON BANNING YOUR GUNS AND 

DRIVING OUT ILLINOIS 
BUSINESSES 

 
      Despite the economic crisis, Chicago 
legislators are determined to pass laws that 
would drive out dozens of Illinois businesses 
and cost countless Illinois jobs.   
    This isn't a new tax, this is another attempt by 

Mayor Daley and his puppets to ban so-called 
'assault weapons', semi-automatic firearms 
common in both competitive target shooting and 
home defense.  
   Daley's water bearer Rep. Acevedo introduced 
HB5751 . This bill would ban virtually any semi-
automatic firearm that accepts a magazine, 
but also bans the manufacturing of the guns and 
their components, putting the jobs of countless 
Illinois workers in danger as their employers will 
be forced to either close their doors or move out of 
state.  
   To emphasize just how desperate the gun 
banners are in their efforts to disarm you, to 
restrict your firearm rights, HB5751 would 
requires you to register with the Illinois State 
Police most of your existing guns and magazines 
with 'proof of ownership'.  Did you keep the 
receipt for that 20 round magazine you picked up 
at the show 10 years ago?  No?  You would have 
to turn it in to the police or become a felon.  
   HB5751 has already passed out of the House 
Executive Committee and is headed for a fight on 
the House floor. 
  Now is the time to ACT to keep your firearms: 
Call your state representative starting Tuesday, 
March 23, ask them to OPPOSE HB5751. 
You can find contact info for your representative 
right from the ISRA's legislative page .  If you're 
not sure who your representative is, please find 
out at the Illinois State Board of Elections . 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 
 

 
NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 
 
 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 
 
 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 
 
 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 
 
 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 
 
 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 
 
 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441   
 

Sen. Kyle McCarter– 51st District 
Tel: (217) 428-4068 
 

Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 

Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 

Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 

Sen. David Luechtefeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 

Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 

Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 

Rep. John D. Cavaletto – 107th District 
Tel:618-548-9080  
 

Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 

Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Eddie Lee Jackson, Jr. – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-9950  
 

Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Rep. Jerry F. Costello  -  12th District  
Tel: 618-233-8026  E-mail:  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 

Rep. John Shimkus  -  19th District 
Tel: 618-344-3065 E-mail: house.gov/shimkus 
 

Sen. Richard J. Durbin   
Tel: 312-353-4952  E-mail: dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 

Sen. Roland W. Burris 
Tel: 202-224-2152 
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Often in the past and probably in the future, 

somebody is going to try and bring up legislation saying 
you can only buy one gun a month. They keep 
hammering that this law is not an infringement on the 
2nd Amendment, because you still can buy a gun. 

This legislation is so silly. The same reason I 
might buy two computers in one month is because I need 
them for two different reasons. I also may need two sets 
of golf clubs a month because of certain events I want to 
participate in. In the wording of these bills a "transfer" 
would also be considered a buy. Some people say isn't 12 
guns a year enough? That's not the point. The point here 
is the point of sale! I would like to give you examples of 
how this would infringe on your 2nd Amendment right 
very seriously. 
�  I am not a criminal and I resent being treated as one. 

 
�  I may buy a firearm and then decide I don't really 

like it and want to trade it in for a different one - 
sorry, wait 'til next month! 

 
�  I may also buy a gun and it malfunctions. Now I 

want the dealer to replace it - sorry, wait 'til next 
month! 
 

�  I may want to buy a pair of matched pistols. They 
can only be sold together because of serial numbers 
and the dealer won't sell them any other way...forget 
this deal! 

 
�  I am a collector and there is a major auction coming 

up with a lot of firearms - I can only buy one! 
 
�  There may be a liquidation sale from someone's 

estate with a lot of firearms - sorry, can only get one! 
�   

I own a number of firearms and would like to give 
them to a family member, because I have a short 
time to live - sorry, only over a period of time! 
 

�  I have a fire in my home and most of my guns were 
destroyed in the fire. Now I want to replace them. It 
could take a year or more to do it! 

 
�  I want to set up a shooting gallery at the local fair. I 

need 8 rifles to do it. Sorry, out of luck! 
 
�  I give a dealer six guns to sell on consignment and 

after a while, decide I want them back. Sorry, over 
six months you can get them! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
�  There is a cowboy action shoot coming up next 

month that I want to participate in. I need to buy 3 
guns - pistol,  rifle, shotgun. No way will I be able to 
make the match! 

 
�  I was burglarized and want to replace my guns - 

again, maybe over a year or so! 
 
         I could go on with plenty more examples. The point 
is, don't tell me that this law would not infringe on my 
right! 
        I use different guns for different shots just like golf 
clubs. I need to buy the firearms that I need to participate 
in the activities I want to. Again I am not a felon and I 
should be able to exercise my right according to the U.S. 
Constitution. 
        Meanwhile, in the back alleys the criminal is buying 
three or four guns in a day, and without even a 
background check or having to wait one or three days 
like I would! Reasonable regulation of firearms means 
getting checked out instantly that you are not a felon or 
have any reason that you would not be allowed a firearm. 
After that I should be able to walk out with the gun I 
want to purchase! As American citizens we have to stand 
up to this nonsense and elect people that protect our 
rights. 
        So let's cut through the rhetoric and the 
misconceptions. This type of legislation definitely is 
wrong and a great infringement on a law-abiding citizen!  

 

One Gun A Month Denies Rights 
by Don Bekeleski  ISRA 3/13/2010 
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Our hunting is done mostly out of heated pits in 
both flooded and dry fields.  

Membership and daily hunting trips available 
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Sustainable landscaping 
Director Marc Miller, IDNR Up Front, OutdoorIllinois April 2010 

 
 

Tough economic times give legitimate cause to rethink our actions. What if you could minimize your monthly 
expenses for a good portion of the year, gain precious time for things you truly enjoy and do something to benefit the 
environment? 

Lawn care is an expensive undertaking. A 1-acre lawn requires an annual investment of $400-700, and the 
average homeowner spends 40 hours a year mowing. Instead, consider sustainable, also called native or natural, 
landscaping. A U.S. Environmental Protection Agency report cites a number of factors that support rethinking the 
nature of our lawns: 

_ Each year, lawnmowers use 580 million gallons of gas and emit 5 percent of the ozone-forming VOCs, 
which are linked to global warming and human health issues. 

_ Homeowners apply 67 million pounds of pesticides on their lawns each year, and use 10 times more 
pesticides than the agricultural community. Studies report that half of pesticide users do not read or follow pesticide 
labels, and that up to 74 percent are not safely storing pesticide containers. In the U.S., an estimated 110,000 people 
are sickened, and 60 to 70 million birds killed, by pesticides annually. 

_ More than 75 percent of flowering plants need an animal pollinator, such as bees, butterflies, hummingbirds 
and bats. Pollinator numbers throughout the world have plummeted over the last 60 years, declines attributed to habitat 
loss/fragmentation, pesticides, parasites, diseases and a lack of floral resources. 

Native plants are our heritage, and using these species in our landscaping provides multiple environmental and 
economic benefits, which reap tremendous benefits for many years. Clean water is a commodity that can’t be wasted. 
Native plants are hardy and drought resistant, decreasing your monthly water bill. Take it one step further and help 
preserve our soils and water by installing a rain barrel, rain garden or water garden. 

Requiring no fertilizer or mowing, use of native species decreases chemical runoff into our rivers and lakes, 
the amount of time spent mowing, noise pollution and the consumption of gasoline. 

Incorporating a variety of native species in your plantings supports a diverse complement of wildlife, and 
provides a range of textures and colors throughout the blooming period. In addition, the remnants of grasses, seed pods 
and colorful barks provide visual interest well into winter. 

Sustainable landscaping results in cash in your pocket. At one residential development in Grayslake, 
developers planted both turf and native prairie areas. Establishing the prairie cost 56 percent less than the turf lawns, 
and over the next 5 years, an average of $3,400 less was spent per acre maintaining the naturalized areas. 

What can you do to start making a transition to a sustainable lawn? Learn what type of weed laws your local 
government has enacted. Fortunately, many municipalities are supportive of natural landscaping as long as the planting 
has a planned look and does not interfere with the field of vision for passing traffic. Opt for long-lived perennial plants 
this spring instead of annuals. Over time you’ll see a decrease in your annual expenditure for plant material and 
experience a landscape that grows more lush and colorful each year. 

Regardless if your lawn is sunny or shady, there are appropriate native plants. Inquire at your local nursery 
what native species are best for your situation, and if the plants were grown locally, making them more suitable for the 
regional climate than plants shipped in from elsewhere. 

Look for sunflowers, blazing star, sideoats grama and prairie dropseed to attract songbirds. Plant columbine, 
jewelweed, cardinal flower and native phlox or honeysuckle and you’ll have hours of enjoyment watching 
hummingbirds. 

If your interest is butterflies, plant black-eyed Susan, New Jersey tea, coreposis, joe-pye weed, ironweed, 
vervain, purple coneflower, asters, goldenrods and milkweeds. Yes, asters, goldenrods and milkweeds. These plants 
may be used with confidence, knowing that these insect pollinated plants are not the cause of allergies, but that non 
natives, such as Bermuda grass, Kentucky bluegrass and  orchard grass, take that honor. 

Naturalizing your landscape is a great project for the entire family. Working with you, children gain a greater 
understanding of the relationships between plants and animals and develop a stronger sense of responsibility for 
Mother Earth. As the landscape matures, so do the young gardeners and their understanding of the natural world. 

Keep a log of your wild visitors. Note hummingbirds hovering over fiery red columbine, resident frogs and 
salamanders in your water garden and monarch caterpillars munching on the leaves of native milkweeds. 

Enjoy more family time outdoors this year, and be thankful for the mosquito control team, the bats, purple 
martins and swallows, you are hosting. Become a sustainable landscaper and return to our native roots.  ### 



 8 

Refuge Hunting and Fishing 
Opportunities Expanding 
U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 4/14/10 

 
New regulations issued by the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service (FWS) will open hunting and fishing 
opportunities for sportsmen in two national wildlife 
refuges and expand existing opportunities in several 
others for the 2009-2010 season.  These new rules 
reflect the ongoing mission of the U.S. Sportsmen’s 
Alliance (USSA) to keep hunting and fishing available 
to sportsmen throughout the refuge system. 
  The new rules, effective on April 12, will open 
the Turnbull and the Lake Andes National Wildlife 
Refuges in Washington and South Dakota to hunting 
and fishing.  Both of these refuges have been closed 
prior to the upcoming season.  The new rules also offer 
expanded opportunities for sportsmen in refuges that 
were already open to hunting and fishing in California, 
Louisiana and South Carolina.   
   “The USSA has long advocated for hunting 
and fishing within the refuge system and is pleased to 
see additional hunting opportunities available to 
sportsmen across the country,” said Bill Horn, USSA 
director of federal affairs.  “The USSA will continue 
its efforts to defend hunting and fishing in refuges from 
anti-hunting zealots.” 
  Those efforts include the USSA and the U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation’s involvement in an 
ongoing legal case through its legal arm, the U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Legal Defense Fund (SLDF), to defend 
hunting and fishing on refuges.   
  This case began in 2003 when the Fund for 
Animals, which since merged with the Humane 
Society of the United States, filed a lawsuit to stop 
hunting on certain refuges. The suit called for an end to 
hunting on 39 refuges opened when the 1997 National 
Refuge System Improvement Act was signed into law 
by President Clinton.  Essentially, the anti-hunting 
movement is attempting to overturn the loss they 
suffered by the passage of the Improvement Act.  That 
legislation, which was backed by the USSA, ensured 
the refuges are managed for wildlife conservation and 
that hunting and fishing are considered priority public 
uses of the land.  
  The SLDF has worked since the beginning of 
this case to defend the hunter’s rights and has 
collaborated with other groups including Safari Club 
International (SCI). Together, the SLDF and SCI are 
co-counsels and also represent California Waterfowl 
Association, Delta Waterfowl Foundation, Ducks 
Unlimited, and Izzak Walton League.  

### 

 
Wetlands Enhancement Measure Passes 

Senate 
3/10/10 

 
        U.S. Senate has unanimously passed a bill to 
enhance the North American Wetlands Conservation 
Act and improve continental conservation 
efforts. Ducks Unlimited supports the measure, which 
would allow more Canadian investment into the 
program. The program conserves habitat in the U.S., 
Canada, and Mexico. 

“The North American Wetlands Conservation 
Act continues to be one of the great success stories of 
conservation,” said Ducks Unlimited Senior Group 
Manager for Conservation Dr. Alan Wentz. “In the 20 
years of the program more than 25 million acres of 
habitat have been conserved. Enacting this bill will 
help foster future success.” 

The House of Representatives passed the bill 
in October. The measure will now go to the President 
to be signed into law.  

The program has a unique nature, which 
requires a dollar for match from state and local 
governments, non-profit groups like Ducks Unlimited, 
or community groups for each dollar awarded in 
federal grants. Because projects are so popular, the 
federal dollars often leverage 2-3 times the grant in 
matching funds. More than $1 billion in grants has 
leveraged more than $3 billion in matching and non-
matching funds. 

The bill will allow for funds raised in Canada 
to be used to fulfill the matching requirement for 
projects that take place in Canada. Previously, 
Canadian contributions did not count towards the 
required match for projects. The change is also 
supported by the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Council, which is the panel that 
administers the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act program. Dr. Wentz also serves on 
the Council.   ### 
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Letter to IDNR  
John Buhnerkempe 
Chief, Division of Wildlife Services 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
One Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 
 
Re:  Youth Hunt Season Dates 
 FOID Card Requirement       

April 8, 2010  
Dear John: 
 

Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. (MWHI) is requesting that the following issues be addressed and resolved: 
 

1. MWHI respectfully requests that the youth waterfowl hunt should be held two weekends prior to the opening day of the 
regular duck season in the central zone. 

 

 Waterfowl are adversely affected by two days of hunting pressure less than a week before the regular season opening day. We 
believe that allowing more time between the special youth hunt and waterfowl season opening day will give waterfowl time to 
return to normal preseason habits, and consequently afford all hunters, including our youths, the opportunity to experience a 
quality season opener.  

 

 To further enhance the youth waterfowl hunt, MWHI recommends that state waterfowl hunting areas allowing youth hunting 
be restricted to hunting only from ½ hour before sunrise to 1:00 pm. We have noticed throughout the years that hunters 
readying blinds and setting decoys can have a negative impact on the youth hunt.    

 

2. MWHI also respectfully requests that the Department of Natural Resources eliminate the requirement to present a valid 
Firearm Owners Identification Card (FOID) as a requirement to enter the public drawings for allocation of waterfowl blind 
sites.  

 

 We question the necessity of this requirement and view it as discriminatory to a single group. The Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources makes the valid FOID requirement of no other groups that participate in its programs. For example, there is 
no requirement for a valid FOID for individuals to enter deer, duck, goose or dove permit lotteries. Additionally non-residents 
can enter the same public drawing for blind sites without a FOID, while residents must comply with the FOID requirement to 
enter.  

 

MWHI hopes that you will take our requests under consideration, and looks forward to hearing from you soon. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Scott Bryant 
MWHI President 
 

cc: IDNR Director Marc Miller

IDNR NEWS 4/17/2010 
 
License Fee Increase  
 The Department – working with Conservation Congress, outdoor and 
conservation groups, and legislators – sought to increase licenses and 
fees to provide critical funding for wildlife, wildlife habitats and 
public recreational access across Illinois. This decision will help bring 
new jobs to the state and place Illinois on par with what other states in 
the Midwest charge for licenses. In some instances, this is the first 
DNR license fee increase in over 30 years. We will continue to be 
good stewards of your money.  
 
 
Improved Communication 
We have been working to restore faith in the agency, improve 
transparency, and professional integrity. Led by natural resource 
professionals who are guided by the agency’s mission, DNR has re–
created Conservation Congress and established many ways for our 
constituents to receive information and provide feedback. We 
encourage you to participate in Conservation Congress and follow us 
on Facebook or Twitter to keep updated on current information. Also,  

 
look forward to a new and improved website in the near future! We 
will continue utilizing email and other outreach opportunities to better 
inform our constituents.  
 
Supporting Conservation 
When you purchase your 2010–11 licenses, we hope you will help 
support the Illinois Conservation Foundation (ICF). This Foundation 
is a non–profit fundraising organization that has been set up to 
support DNR’s mission. Since 1994, the ICF has raised over $30 
million, which has been instrumental in providing funding for the 
purchase of new lands, grants to schools, conservation organizations, 
land trusts, and supporting DNR with funds for small projects on state 
lands. The ICF also supports getting youth outdoors.  
When you purchase your license, you will be asked if you want to 
make a $3 donation to the Illinois Conservation Foundation. This 
small donation raised $45,000 last year alone for conservation and 
youth programming. The Foundation is also partnering with the 
Friends of the Parks Foundation in a raffle to support both 
organizations. 
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Thank You letter from Bill Selby, 
grandfather of�

2010 MWHI Scholarship recipient 
Michael Selby. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bill and Michael Selby 
 
 

 
Anti-Hunting Legislator Heads Key House Committee 

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 4/2010 

The new chairman of a key house committee, with oversight over federal funding for wildlife 
conservation, has a long history of opposing hunting, trapping, and gun ownership. 

U.S. Representative Jim Moran (D- VA) was recently named Chairman of the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies.  This subcommittee 
oversees funding for the Department of Interior and its agencies, including the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, making its chair one of the most powerful positions influencing public policy on federal lands.  

Rep. Moran has pushed a number of anti-hunting and anti-trapping bills during his time in 
Congress.  These include an effort to ban the use of bait to hunt black bears on federal land despite being 
considered a valid management option by wildlife professionals in numerous states.  This earned him the 
support of the nation’s leading anti-hunting group, the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS).  
Currently, Rep. Moran supports HR 3710 which would prohibit the use of body-gripping traps in the 
National Wildlife Refuge System. 

In February 2009, he helped form the “Creature Caucus” in order to promote animal rights issues in 
Washington.  Additionally, he has supported many anti-gun bills earning himself the number four position 
on the NRA’s 2006 list of Top Anti-Gun representatives.   
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