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MWHI will sponsor kids to attend 
 

IFOR 14th Annual Outdoor Youth Skills Camp 

                  
July 30, 31, August 1, 2010 

 
Lotus Camp, Coles Creek Recreation Area, Carlyle Lake, IL 

Camp is open to boys and girls 10 to 16 years old 
 

If you know a youth who would like to attend the IFOR Youth Camp, please contact Scott Bryant at 
618-535-0151 (cell) for more details by July 1, 2010. 
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MWHI OFFICERS 

President 

Scott Bryant 
618-535-0151 (cell) 

Vice-President 

John Gineris 
Banquet Chairman 
618-786-2596 

Treasurer 

Larry Franklin 
618-465-5686 
 

Membership Secretary 

Mike Devening 
618-259-6181 

Correspondence Secretary 

Jeremy Maggart 
618-535-4997 

Recording Secretary 

Blaine Jones 
618-498-4724 

 MWHI DIRECTORS 
 
Bob Jones 
Area Projects Chairman 
IFOR Board Representative 
618-498-4724 
618-578-9547 (cell) 
 

Eric Rhuede 
Wood Duck Nest Box Chairman 
618-410-9853 
 

Andy Carey 
618-786-3771 
 

Denny Ward 
618-498-9855 
 
 

Dave Geisler 
618-576-9845 
 

Justin Wolfe 
Carlyle Lake Area Projects Chairman 
Catfish Tournament Chairman 
618-377-0397 
 
Brian Arnold 
618-786-4868 
 
Craig Sondker 
COE Chairman 
Refuge Chairman 
618-593-8421 
 
Mike Arnold 
618-786-2300 
 
Kevin Brooks 
618-535-1724 
 
 
 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Saturday, July 10, 2010 
3rd  RIVERBEND CATFISH TOURNAMENT TRAIL 

at Alton, IL Marina 3:00 pm – 12:00 am 
Please call 618-377-0397 for more information. 

Monday, July 12, 2010 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

Monday, August 2, 2010 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 

MWHI GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING         
at Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 

in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 pm 
 

Friday, August 20, 2010 
DU FOUR PERSON SCRAMBLE GOLF TOURNAMENT 

at Annbriar Golf Course, Waterloo, IL 
Please contact Denny Ward at 618-498-9855 for more information 
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The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory Waterfowl 
Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always the second 
Monday of each month.  
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our members to 
take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with them when they are 
in the market for their product or services. 
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Not long ago Mayor Daley was screaming for more 
gun control laws. Actually he wants all law abiding 
gun owners weapons removed if he could have his 
way. So a flurry of anti -2nd Amendment bills were 
proposed by Chicago Democrats in the Illinois 
legislature. Everything from registering this to banning 
that and not being allowed to own or transfer such and 
such. 
 
All bills were stated to decrease crime and gun 
violence by their sponsors, but in reality they only 
created a major hassle for law abiding people to own or 
buy firearms, while the criminals watched their TV’s 
and laughed and laughed at such stupid proposals. 
There isn’t a criminal one or gang member that 
believes any of this will stop him from continuing in 
the same old ways, while more of his intended victims 
become disarmed or became easier prey thru such 
legislation. 
 
Before we would see some of these bills actually make 
it to the House or Senate to be voted on. Lately though, 
it seems like after a committee vote and passage, that’s 
where they lay. Could it be that more legislators that 
used to be for more gun laws, have realized that they 
just don’t work and also do not solve any crime 
problems? This of course doesn’t mean we should let 
our guard down & relax. Someone is always trying to 
take your right away! 
 
We have plenty of laws to cover illegal use of firearms. 
Does the State’s attorney in Cook County enforce or 
mandate the punishment due for disobeying them? NO!  
Why when they arrest someone for using or carrying a 
gun illegally, they have to arrest him 5 or 6 more times 
before they really mandate punishment? They just keep 
letting them go till he has a murder charge. Ah. Now 
they got him! Yes you got him, but it had to take 
someone else’s life before you really did something 
about him! It’s amazing if they even catch him. 
Then Daley holds another news conference and of 
course blames the gun again, but keeps quiet about his 
other six arrests, so the people don’t blame them for 
not putting him away sooner. The city is an 
embarrassment to the rest of the state of Illinois, whose 
citizens are armed and don’t have one fifth the crime 
problem! There is a law in place that mandates 10 
years in prison for every gun sold illegally. Wow three 
guns is thirty years!! No, instead they talk about 
legislation to stop private sales of guns. What for? 
There’s one in place already covering what they are 

concerned about, but does he serve thirty years? NO! 
The back of his hand is crimson red from the judges 
slapping it so many times! 
 
Could it be that our state legislators look at 48 other 
states in the union where millions are carrying guns on 
their hips through conceal carry laws and see crime and 
murder dropping at an ever increasing rate? Could it be 
possible that what John Lott and the rest of us have 
been saying for a long time—MORE GUNS, LESS 
CRIME—could actually be true? 
 
Why is it that the suburbs of Chicago and the rest of 
the state where people are allowed to be totally armed 
do not have the same problems? Maybe criminals don’t 
like looking down the barrel of a handgun when it’s 
pointing their way! Maybe they are thinking twice that 
if I attempt to rob this guy and he is carrying a legal 
gun on his hip, I just might get shot? 
 
You see a where a person is allowed to carry a gun on 
his person, he or she only has a remote chance of being 
confronted by a criminal, then someone heading home 
in Chicago that has an invisible sign on his back 
saying, “Pick me, I can’t hurt you or stop you and I am 
totally unarmed thanks to our mayor”. Could it be that 
our legislators are starting to realize you don’t stop 
criminals by disarming law abiding citizens? 
 
In November this state may elect a Governor that is for 
concealed carry and will sign it into law. The people of 
this state may be looking real close at the people in 
office in Springfield that do back conceal carry and 
those running against the ones that are against it. Then 
they may decide it’s time for Illinois crime and murder 
rates to go down by arming it’s citizens with conceal 
carry and electing enough people that will go along 
with that Governor to see it finally happen! 
 
Could it be? It’s time for the people of Illinois to 
decide whether it will be! Could it be that legislators 
are realizing the impact that concealed carry would 
have on this state’s crime and murder rate? I hope with 
all my heart that they are and that it will be finally 
passed into law in this state! 
 
 
This article is the opinion of the author and not the 
official position of the ISRA. 

### 
 

Could it Be? 
by Don Bekeleski, ISRA, June 8, 2010 
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SPRINGFIELD, IL – Waterfowl hunters are 
encouraged to mark their calendars for upcoming 
waterfowl hunting blind site random drawings to be 
held at several public hunting areas in Illinois this 
summer.  

Duck and goose hunters must register in 
person for waterfowl blind site drawings and must be 
present at the drawing – held at each location 
designated below immediately after the registration 
period – to claim their blind sites. Mail-in registrations 
are not accepted.  

To participate in a drawing, applicants must 
present a 2009 or 2010 Illinois hunting or combination 
sportsman’s license and a 2009 or 2010 Illinois 
Migratory Waterfowl Stamp at the time they register, 
unless exempted by law. Applicants must be at least 16 
years old by the date of the drawing.  
Applicants needing to purchase new licenses and 
stamps should do so prior to the drawing. Most blind 
drawing locations will not have license sales available. 
Licenses and stamps are available at any DNR Direct 
license and permit vendor, through DNR Direct online 
sales linked through the IDNR website at 
http://dnr.state.il.us, or by calling 1-888-6-PERMIT (1-
888-673-7648). 

Registrants must also possess a current Illinois 
Firearm Owner’s Identification (FOID) card from the 
Illinois State Police. Expired FOID cards are not 
acceptable. Applicants under the age of 21 do not need 
a FOID card if they are accompanied by an adult who 
has one. For those without a FOID card in their 
possession, law enforcement officers will not be able to 
validate FOID card status on the day of the drawing. 
Also, in order to be an eligible applicant for the 
drawing, the participant must not at the time of the 
drawing have his or her hunting privileges suspended 
or revoked by the IDNR or any other jurisdiction. Out-
of-state residents must have a 2009 or 2010 non-
resident hunting license for Illinois and a 2009 or 2010 
Illinois Migratory Waterfowl Stamp.  

The schedule for 2010 blind drawings is listed 
below: 
SATURDAY, JULY 24, 2010 (Blinds allocated for 
one year) 
Chain O’ Lakes State Park and Redwing Slough/Deer 
Lake Natural Area, Lake County: Registration for both 
sites 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., at Oak Point day use area, 1/5 
mile east of the Fox River on the south side of Illinois 
Route 173. Hunters will be allowed to register for only 
one of the two sites. 
Des Plaines Conservation Area, Will County: 
Registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the site office, two 

miles northwest of Wilmington off exit 241 on 
Interstate 55. 
Kankakee River State Park and Momence Wetlands, 
Kankakee and Will Counties: 
Registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. for both sites at the 
Kankakee River State Park office, five miles northwest 
of Bourbonnais on Illinois Route 102. Hunters will be 
allowed to register for only one of the two sites. 
Mazonia State Fish and Wildlife Area, Grundy County: 
Registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the site office just off 
Illinois Route 53, two miles southeast of Braceville. 
Shabbona Lake State Recreation Area, DeKalb 
County: Registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the park office. 
Directions - go 2.5 miles south of Shabbona on 
Shabbona Rd., turn east on Shabbona Grove Road and 
go one-half mile (office is on left side of the road). 
Sinnissippi Lake, Whiteside County: Registration 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. at Harry Oppold Marina, on Stouffer 
Road on the east edge of Sterling. 
William W. Powers State Recreation Area, Cook 
County: Registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the boat 
launch, 126th St. and Ave. 0, Chicago. 
SUNDAY, JULY 25, 2010 (Blinds allocated for one 
year) 
Anderson Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area, Fulton 
County: Registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the area check 
station, 20 miles south of Havana on Illinois Route 
100. 
Clear Lake, Mason County: Registration 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m. at Sand Ridge State Forest Headquarters, located 
at 25799E County Road 2300N, Forest City, Illinois 
61532.  Phone (309) 597-2212.  Follow the signs from 
Manito or Forest City. 
Lake DePue State Fish and Wildlife Area, Bureau 
County: Registration from  
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Oak Grove Park, 3/4 miles west of 
DePue on Illinois Route 29. 
Marshall State Fish and Wildlife Area including the 
Sparland Unit, Marshall County: Registration from 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. at the area check station, five miles south 
of Lacon on Illinois Route 26. 
Meredosia Bay, Morgan and Cass Counties: 
Registration noon - 2 p.m. at the USFWS shed on the 
east side of the bay approximately one-half mile north 
of Meredosia (2227 Beech Road). 
Rice Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area, Fulton 
County: Registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the area check 
station, three miles south of Banner on Route 24. 
Sanganois State Fish and Wildlife Area, Cass and 
Mason Counties: Registration 10 a.m. -2 p.m. On the  
east side of the maintenance building, two miles north  

Continued page 9 

Illinois sets 2010 duck blind drawings 
IDNR June 18, 2010 
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Continued from page 7: 
of Chandlerville on Illinois Route 78 (follow the signs 
to Sanganois). 
Spring Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area and Pekin 
Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area, Tazewell County: 
Registration from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the South Park 
office area, two miles north of Manito on County Road 
16 (Manito Road) and eight miles west and south on 
Spring Lake Road. 
Starved Rock State Park, LaSalle County: Registration 
10 a.m.- 2 p.m. at the Point Shelter day use area on 
Illinois Route 71, about four miles east of Illinois 
Route 178 or 5.5 miles west of Illinois Route 23 in 
South Ottawa. 
Woodford State Fish and Wildlife Area, Woodford 
County: Registration from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the area 
check station, 5.5 miles north of Spring Bay on Illinois 
Route 26.  
Mississippi River Unclaimed and Unregistered Blinds 
Mississippi River Pools 16, 17, & 18 (second year of 
two year allocation). Pool 16 - unregistered blinds and 
blinds not passing inspection may be claimed on a 
first-come, first-served basis by calling the district 
wildlife biologist between 8 a.m. and noon at (815) 
273-2733, two weeks before the opening day of duck 
season. Pool 17 and 18 - use the same procedure except 
phone 309/344-2617. 
 

 

IDNR News Bits 
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IDNR and ReserveAmerica Launching 
New Online Camping and Shelter 
Reservation System for State Sites 
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June 8, 2010 
�

SPRINGFIELD, ILL. -- Reservations for most 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
campsites, cabins, group campsites and picnic shelters 
for the 2010 season can be made online beginning July 
7, 2010. 

Reservations can be made on the 
ReserveAmerica web site at www.reserveamerica.com 
using Visa and MasterCard.  IDNR camping and 
shelter reservations will no longer be taken through the 
mail or over the phone.  

“The new online campsite reservation system 
will make it more convenient for visitors to reserve a 
spot at our state parks, recreation areas and state fish 
and wildlife areas,” said IDNR Director Marc Miller.  
“Our state sites are popular destinations for families, 
hikers, hunters, anglers, and all outdoor enthusiasts.  
By taking reservations online, we’ll help visitors be 
certain there is a campsite waiting for them when they 
arrive.” 

Reserving campsites and shelters through 
ReserveAmerica’s easy-to-navigate web site will allow 
users to receive instant confirmation of their 
reservations at IDNR sites. 

Reservations for regular campsites and group 
campsites require a $5 non-refundable reservation fee 
and payment of the full camping and utility fees at the 
time the reservation is made. Camping fee information 
for IDNR sites is available at 
www.dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/PARKS/.  Payment 
of the entire camping and utility fee amount will 
guarantee that the reservation will be held for the entire 
length of the stay. Shelter reservation fees are $25 
(except on Saturdays at Spitler Woods State Natural 
Area in Macon Co., where the shelter fee is $150).   

Campsites can be reserved for a maximum of 
14 nights per 30-day period and reservations must be 
made at least seven or five days before the campsite is 
needed, depending on the facility.  

Reservations for the Fourth of July and Labor 
Day weekends may require a two- or three-night 
minimum stay reservation. 

Campsite reservations through the new online 
system will be available at 67 of Illinois’ state parks 
and other sites managed by the IDNR.  Shelter 
reservations will be available at 51 sites.  

### 
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PETA to Al Gore: 
Go Vegan and Save the World, Get Dates 

US Sportsmen’s Alliance    6/10/10 
  
PETA continues finding the most inventive ways to 
push its animal rights, pro-vegan and anti-hunting 
message.  The headline junkie group is now offering 
Al Gore advice on how to save the world and get 
more dates in the wake of the former Vice 
President’s pending divorce.  What great advice 
does the group offer?  “Go vegan.” 
  
In a June 8 letter sent to Gore, PETA co-founder and 

president, Ingrid Newkirk offered “heartfelt advice” 
after his split from long-time wife Tipper.  Recounting 
the group’s view that eating meat causes serious 
environmental problems, Newkirk wrote, “May we 
recommend kicking the meat and milk habit entirely 
and going vegan.”     PETA Executive Vice President 
Tracy Reiman chimed in that “a plant-based diet will 
help him slim down and boost his energy and overall 
health," thus getting him back out in the dating game 
quicker. 
  
In a final act of kindness, Newkirk even offered to send 
Gore a basketful of vegan food to help him on his path 
to “healthier planet and a rekindled love life.” 
  
“It’s touching to see that PETA wants to help Al Gore 
deal with his new situation,” said Greg R. Lawson, 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance director of communication.  
“Of course, everyone knows that PETA is trying to 
advance an out of the mainstream agenda by co-opting 
a major public figure into its propaganda efforts.  We 
hope Mr. Gore refuses to take the bait.” 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS  
 
 

 
NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 
 
 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 
 
 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 
 
 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    www.isra.org 
 
 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 
 
 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 
 
 

Sen. Deana Demuzio – 49th District 
Tel: 217-854-4441   
 

Sen. Kyle McCarter– 51st District 
Tel: (217) 428-4068 
 

Sen. John O. Jones – 54th District 
Tel: 618-242-9511 E-mail: jojones@mvn.net 
 

Sen. William R. Haine – 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 

Sen. James F. Clayborne – 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 
 

Sen. David Luechtefeld – 58th District  
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 
 

Rep. Jim Watson – 97th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 E-mail: jimwatson@localnetco.com   
 

Rep. Gary Hannig – 98th District 
Tel: 217-839-2859  E-Mail: hannig@hdsmail.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Ron Stephens – 102nd District 
Tel: 618-667-8669 E-mail: stephens@apci.net 
 

Rep. John D. Cavaletto – 107th District 
Tel:618-548-9080  
 

Rep. Jay Hoffman – 112 District 
Tel: 618-345-2176 E-mail: jayhoffman@charter.net 
 

Rep. Thomas Holbrook – 113th District 
Tel: 618-394-2211  tholbrook@housedems.state.il.us 
 

Rep. Eddie Lee Jackson, Jr. – 114th District 
Tel: 618-875-9950  
 

Rep. Mike Bost – 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz – 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Rep. Jerry F. Costello  -  12th District  
Tel: 618-233-8026  E-mail:  jfc.il12@mail.house.gov 
 

Rep. John Shimkus  -  19th District 
Tel: 618-344-3065 E-mail: house.gov/shimkus 
 

Sen. Richard J. Durbin   
Tel: 312-353-4952  E-mail: dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 

Sen. Roland W. Burris 
Tel: 202-224-2152 

 
 

 

Find your elected officials: 

Find your elected officials by address: 
www.elections.state.il.us/DistrictLocator/DistrictOfficia
lSearchByAddress.aspx  
 
Find your elected officials by zip code: 
www.elections.state.il.us/DistrictLocator/DistrictOfficia
lSearchByZip.aspx  
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IDNR Response to MWHI requ est for  
 duck hunting changes  
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Support Your Club! Sign Up a New Member Today! 
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Coalition Tells President: Keep 
Refuge Funding Intact 
U. S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 6/17/10 

  
  

The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) 
along with numerous other wildlife and 
conservation based organizations recently sent a 
letter to President Obama urging the 
Administration not to shortchange the National 
Wildlife Refuge System (NWRS) budget.  The 
coalition made clear that any cuts to the NWRS 
budget could severely limit successful wildlife 
management throughout large tracts of federally 
owned lands.  The Refuge system encompasses 
over 100 million acres. 
  The June 10 letter to the President was sent 
by the Cooperative Alliance for Refuge 
Enhancement (CARE), of which the USSA is one 
of 22 members.  The letter makes the case that as 
the President looks to cut five percent from federal 
agency budgets to deal with ongoing budget 
deficits, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
and the NWRS should be spared.  According to 
the letter, “Even in the absence of natural and 
man-made disasters, the FWS struggles annually 
with unmet needs- the NWRS alone is 
underfunded by 44%.” 
  The letter also indicates that the FWS is 
nearly spread to the breaking point in the wake of 
the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico with nearly 20 
percent of its nationwide staff expected to be 
deployed to the region.  This will lead to other 
areas being significantly understaffed should the 
need to cope with additional natural disasters or 
other problems arise.   
  In addition to these challenges, CARE also 
maintains that additional reductions in NWRS 
funding will force cuts to programs protecting 
wildlife including monitoring the health and 
number of many different species. 
  “The USSA is glad to be a part of CARE,” 
said Rob Sexton, vice president for government 
affairs.  “While not all of the participating groups 
agree on every conservation issue, we all take a 
firm stand that the already underfunded Refuge 
System not be subjected to more cuts.”  
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Our hunting is done mostly out of heated pits in 
both flooded and dry fields.  

Membership and daily hunting trips available 
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Iman’s Lawncare Service 
“Main Attraction is Customer Satisfaction”   

Cheap and Dependable with free estimates,  
your business is greately appreciated! 

 

·  Weekly mowing and Weedeating           
·  Landscaping and Retaining walls 
·  Powerwashing 
·  Interior and Exterior painting 
·  Snow Removal 

 

Jake Iman     Cell: 618-477-0842 
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